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ARASTKSCRTKISANY 


IMPRIMATUR *þ 


 Hic liber vere Chriſt1anus ; qui, fi Prime- 
vam ſpettes pietatem, Summam Eloquents- 
am, Rationum pondus, nihil in eo deeſt quo 
minus poſſit nos Onnes, quales tam accurate 
deſcribit, vere Ghriſtianos efficere. Puriors 
&vo0 ſane digniſſimus eff, n1ſt quod tam potens 
ſit,qui vel noſtrum Saculum transformaret in 
aw TH Benedicat Deus Operi & Authors. 
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Mr. Garthwait., 


AVING in my hands a Pra#ical 
Treatiſe concerning The Cauſes of the. 
Decay of Chriſtian Piety (o viſible in this 
our Age3 witten by the Excellent Author of 
The WHOLE DUTY OF MAN: and 
having obtain'd permiſſion to make it publick, I 
was in ſome doubt whether the preſent diſturb'd 
State of affairs, would not make it reaſonable to 
delay the Edition : but conſidering that times of 

difficulty and trouble bring thoughts of Vertue . 

intotheir minds, who forgot their Duty and their 


God in affluence and quiet: I am' apt to think - 


a Diſcourſe of this Kind ſeaſonable enoagh at 
this time. wg | | 

Almighty God give you ſome re- ,,, FED 
pair for your * late great Calamity : ;, tondon. 
As it was the Authors kindneſs that 


» 


you ſhould have the offer of this Trat, what- 


ever it prove, ſo I think it will be a Jittle the 
more ſeaſonable, that it comes as a New-years 
Gift, &c. | | 


Your very loving Priend,, 4 
January, 1667, _- B E- 
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HOUGH this bethe firſt appearance thir. 
Trait has made in the world, yet its Being © © 
is of ſomewhat a more ancient date 3it ha” © 

#1 ving received its lineaments and perfe# form ſome 

© $ gears ſince: when the Author not having partiality 

| enough to think it worthy publick views had adjudg'd © I 

"> it, if mot to perpetual darkneſs, yet at leaſt to a long > 

- indefinite ſuſpenſion from ſeeing light. In this inter- 

«+ val, "tis more than probable ſome paſſages may have. 
ba loft much of their propriety to the preſent ſlate of af- 

lh fairs, they having beew adapted to circumſtances 

+2 which may ſince have received ſome change : and 
| herein I muſt beſpeak the Readers candor, to make 
ſuch allowances as the matter ſhall require ; of which _ 
yet I ſuppoſe there will not occur very many,or very 
important occaſions. 

B U T would God I were to Apologize for ayet fay 
| | ' greater abſurdity,that our ſcene were ſo ſhifted, that 
I the whole deſign of the enſuing diſcourſe, might be= _ 
| come one intire impertinence.and that our move emi- © 

| ment confarnrity to the rales of our Chriſtian inſtituti< © 
on, might ſuperſede theſe diſquiſitions above onr f ai- 

Limes and aberrations. But alas, I find I have 

pitcht npon a fabjet® not like to be outdated; vice 
daily gaining not only ſtrength, but impudence : nay, 


we 
; | - 
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bs. | rn our Sin as Sodom,but-we have forced God 
 alſ+ to atteſt againſt us by puniſhing we int a manner 
no leſs conſpicuowms and manifeſt. And ſurely then 'tis 
more than time for ws to take the Prophets advice, 
Hag. 1.7. to conſider our ways, to reflet# not only 
' on thoſe robuſt, gyant-like provocations which have 
thas bid defiznce to Heaven 3 but alſo to ſift ont thoſe 
ſecret incendiaties that have inflamed ws to thit mad 
daring; to examine what that wn, that infla- 
.wable bitumen, the wntemper'd morter is with 


| which we build onr Babel, by diſcovering thoſe miſ- 


perſwaſions and falſe confidences, wherein many of 
our other guilts are founded : in order to which this 
flight Tra# offers its feeble, yet well-meant aids; 
being forced ont of its retirement, and like Crzlus 
his dumb Son, compel] d to ſpeak by impulſe of the 
preſent exigent : and how deſpicable ſdever the Mite 
contributed be in it ſelf, yet if it may provoke the 
more wealthy to ef richer gifts, it anay prove no 
«profitable agent for the. Corban. 'Tis evident this 
is « ſeaſon which not only warrants, but exa&#s the 


moſt importunate endeavours of perſwading men ts - 


thoſe things that belong to thezr Peace. | 
. FO R although 'tis trae, that every ſtate of ſin 
fets ws alſo in a ſlate of hoſtility with God, yet our 
preſent condition ſeems to have advanced ws beyond 
the common degrees even of that. 'Tis we kwow,high 
inſolence againſt a Prince to deſpiſe and violate bis 
laws, but when to that are ſuperadded contumelies, 
and deſign d affronts to his perſon, this is ſuch an 
ecenmmulated ontrage, as will wanquifſh the moſt 
| UK. 


ave wot only betome witneſſes againſt our ſelves by 
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reſolu'd Patience. And this alds appears to be our 
caſe : we have long indulg'd to our ſelves the breach 

all Divine laws, gratified every appetite, every 
paſſron and luſt with the forfeiture of our allegiance, 


and 24 if this would not ſerve to render us irrecon- 


cileable enongh to God, we are now grown to ſubjoym 
malice to —_—_— 3 proje@ not ſo much to pleaſe 
our ſelves, as to diſpleaſe him +, profeſs a contempt 
#0t-only of his commands,but himſelf 5 and ſeek no 
leſs to dethrone Him, than abrogate thoſe. Thus 
have we made it 4 kind of perſonal quarrel, and by 
thoſe impiows blaſphemies we daily dart againſt 
Heavei, do as it were dare the Divine Majeſty to 
vindicate itſelf. Whether his great longanimity 
may. have given our HeCtors « fancy, that they had 
©4pour'd God ( as they are us d to do men) into 4 
tamencfs, I ſhall not examine : but bis late proceed- | 
ings with us ſufficiently teſtifie that he means no long- 
&+ to decline our challenge. He now appears to dvow 
the enmity as openly as we have done 5 and has al- 
ready given us competent eſſays,how fearful athing 
it 1s to fall into the hands of the Hhiving God, Heb, 
to. 31. LO "5 wo 
'TIS true indeed that he has formenly own'd his 
—_ with our Land, and by a long ſeries of 
great and heavy calamities attefted himſelf the God: 
to whom vengeance belongeth, Pſal. 94:1. Tet 
4s great Monarchs uſe to quell lefſer inſtrreFions by 
their Lieutenants, and ſubordinate Officers, but 
when the rebellion grows high aud deſperate, thento 
encounter it in their own perſons 3 ſo zs it bere obſer- 
vible that God then Chaſftiſtd, and tried td: 
| A x redute 
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reduce #5 by inferior inſtruments, found ut ont Li- 
tors among our ſelves, and made one many. ſin the 
puniſhment of anothers : but now as. if he had the 
ſame jealouſie for his. honour which Joab had at the 


ſlege of R abba for Dayids, 2 Sam, 12.” 28. ac if he | 


ſear'd tobe rival d inthe glory of our ruine,he takes 
#5 into his own hand, marks us out. as he did Pha- 
raoh, to be the Trophies of his own peculiar wenge- 
ance,appearing ſignally againſt us in all the dreadful 

ſolenmities of an enraged enemy. = 
F OR firſt,has he not as Moles ſpeaks,Deut. 32. 
41. whet. his glittering Sword? - Nay, has he not 
moreover (in the Scripture ſtile) made it drunkwith 
bloud? by ſweeping away multitudes of ws in a_ra- 
ging PESTILENCE, which Marcht from one 
part of the Nation to another in a kind of Triumphant 
progreſs, as if it bad. receiv'd the {ame mandate 
God. gave. Abraham, Ger. 13.17. Ariſe, walk 
through the Jand, in the length thereof and in 
the breadth thereof, .for unto thee will I give it. 
Whether it may not thus fatally complete its conrſe, 
notwithſtanding the halt it ſeems to make, andpaſs 
from our Dan to our Beerſheba, is a queſtion that 
can with no probability be reſolv'd in the negative 
for as it is not to be doubted but there were in Ju- 
dea as great ſinners as thoſe on whom the Tower 
of Siloam fell, Luk. 13. that thoſe who have hi- 
therto eſcaped have an equal fhare in the provoking 
cauſe of the Judgment : So alſo that great un- 
ſenſibleneſs 2249y of #5 ſhew of what others groan 
under, is a very ominows abode; it being n0t only 
e dangerow ſymptome, but @ probable means of 
| arawing 
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drawing that calamity to our ſelves. When God 
ſees we will foffer nothing by way of conſent and ſym- 
pathy with others, 'tis but equal we have our part itt 
a more dire and immediate inflition, and feel + 
what we would not compaſſuonate. Thucydides 
mentions it as the efſeF ofthe great Plagne at Athens 
that it had extinguiſht humanity 5 brought in4 
kind of. fority: and barbarouſneſs among them, ren- 
dring them openly villanows to men, and blaſphe- 
mou2 againſt God 5 Yry go6©-, 1 arlpunrar vou Oe 


vas anapye, there was no reſtraint of law or reli- 


gion, one part being deſperate upon proſped of their 
danger, the other preſitwptuous upon the contempla- 
ton of their Eſcape 3 and fare if we logk impartially, 
ors will appeer to have had ſomewhat of the ſame 
operation.” Thoſe compaſſions which. the novelty it 
ſeems at firſt gave mito ſufſerersin this'hind, ſeems 
now quite extind#; ſo unconcern d\ are we grown 
to every thing that touches us n0t in our individu- 
als, as if we. owned no relation to the ſpecies of 
mankind, though backt alſo with that cloſer the, 
which the ſpiritual conſanguinity has ſaperadded. 
A pregnant indication of this may, Idoubt not, be 
colleFed ( as from many other circumſtances, ſd 
particularly )from the great haſte has in many places 
been made, tolay aſide thoſe publick Humiliations 
and Interceſſuons which were recommended to at, 
as well bythe command of Authority, as the com- 
22012 diftref 3 but have been caſt off without the 
ſubſtraition of. either of thoſe motives. Whether 
we are duly mindful of the afflictions of Joſeph, 
that Ccanmot afford. one day in a moneth for 4 
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ſolemn refletion on them,T muſt leave to every mans 

conſcience to diſcuſs. But ſure we are no eff want 
ing to our ſelves than them in this negle@ ; the office 

being 0 leſs deſigned for Antidote than cure, to pres. 
vent the Judgment where it is not, than to remove it 

where it is : and if we will neither deprecate on our 

own behalfs, nor intercede on others 3 we are ſure as 

improvident, as uncharitable, and may juſtly expe# 

the fatal event of both: 

IN the interim, although the preſent reſpite fron 
deſtruTion, and our own deceitful hearts flatter ws 
and ſay Peace, Peace; we have all reaſon #0 con* 
clude that God is not attoned, the quarreÞand hoſti- 
lity goes on, and bis hand is ſtretcht out (till, Ef. 
5.25. And ſo indeed we find it in other diſmal 
events. Slaughter we know is not the only effe# of 
War 3 which as it deſtroys the lives of many, blaſts 
the ſupports and Joys of more. This conſequence of 
hoſtility we find well expreſt by the Prophet foe! 2.33 
The land is as the Garden of Eder before them; 
and behind them a deſolate wilderneſs, ard here- 
in alſo hath the Lord rh Hoſts, the: great God of 
battel ſhewed himſelf mighty againfl as, he has in- 
vaded ws not only with Sword, but FTRE 5» andin 
ſo Stupendows manner yah the glory of our 
Land, that no humane jary could have procured, 
or ever have wiſht the hike vaſtation and ruines. 
That City which was great among the Nations, 
,and Princeſs among the Provinces, Lam. 1.1: 
lies buried in her own Alhes, and is both Funeral- 
pile and Ornto her ſelf; and what neither foreign 


nr donreſtick enemies coultd'ina ſucceſſion of many 
ages 
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ages effe@, one blaſt of the breath of his diſpleaſure, 


ie. ts 6d by v—— 


Plal. 18. has performed in 4 moment. So verifying $ 


even in 4 literal ſenſe the Apoſiles affirmation, 
Heb. 12. 29.:that our God-is a conluming fire. 
Plutarch tes 44 when Fabius ſackt Tarentum, 
he took not away their Images,but ſaid, «ro>cropY 
Tvs Ye85 Taearrtivors XEYoAupeus, Let us leave the 
Tatentines their Gods that are offended with 
them. 'Tixs our Calamity to be ſignally under the 
indignation of our incenſed God, which in that great 
Captains judgment was ſomewhat more dreadful 
than the worſt inflitions of War : For what itiduſtry 
ſoever has been uſed to entitle either the negligence 
or deſigns of men unto our overthrow, yet ſure never 
.any judgment bad more legible marks of Gods im- 
mediate hand : ſuch as ſhew be meant tg revenge 
the abuſe of his former gentle methods : that thoſe 
who would not be reſqrmed by the lighter correi- 
ons wherein he dallied with them, might find a 
judgment worthy of God, Wild. 13, 26. Ard 
ſure ſuch was this, which both far its greatnef and 
irreſoſtibleneſs does well own its Author, and ſhews 
his wrath was accended to a very exceſſive heat, that 
thus poured out itſelf not only like; but in Fire, 
Lam.2.4. 

ISHALL not here aſſume the Polititians part, 
and weigh the detriment we bave ſuſtained by it in 
our civil intereſt, of which perhaps nothing bat time 
andexperience can givew a full eſtimate ;_ it rather 

Srits my deſign 40 obſerve what relajes to our ſpiritu- 
el concerns,whileſs Gods dwelling places were invol- 
ved in the ſame ruine with'ours 5 hjs own peculiar 
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portion not exempted, but as the Prophet complains, 
E1.64.11. Our holy and beautifal houſes where 
our fathers praiſed him are burnt with fire : this 
though perhaps leaft confidered, is ſare not the 
leaſt ſad circumſtance, had only the ſcenes of our 
luxury, or our fraud been deſtroyed, it might have 
ſent us with more ferventy to the plares of our de- 
votion, and we might have frequented Gods hon- 
es the better, for being deſtitute of our own 
but when theſe alſo are made parts of the common 
heap, tis a ſad teſtimonial that our very Religyon 
wes provoking 5 That that pageanmt-like piety which 
we depofited 1m our CHURCHES, only to 
make a ſhew with on holy-days, ſerved only to defile 
thoſe holy places, and: render then ſo polluted as re- 
quired no ſlighter purgation than that of F TRE. 
*Tis we know not long, ſince thoſe manſſons ſacred 
fo the Prince of Peace, were even in the wnlgar 0b- 
view ſenſe, made magazines for Wars; but yet 
more ſo in reference #0- that Pulpit-wild-fire, which 
ſet the Nation in combuſtion; - whether that ffrange 
Fire which ſome- of our Nadabs and Abihu's in#ro- 
duced there, may not ( even at this diſtance ) have 
done its part tothe drawing down this FIRE from 
Heaven, T leave totheir ſerious refletion. But nei- 
ther the Hypocrite zor the Seditious muſt ingroſs 
the guilt of this ruine ; The Atheiſt vyes with both: 3 
for alas, what fhould"God do with Temples among 
thoſe, who pay him no aworſhip £ Or why ſhould helet 
#hoſe ſacred. monmreats vemuin uhumg then; "to 
whom all memorials of him \ ſerve bus occaſtonts, 
and. incemiv's 16 blaſphente bins 2' They have long 
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ſaid with thoſe in Job, Depart from us,for we de- 4 
fire-not the knowledge of thy ways; ard now ws ®* 


bus equitable( Thad almoſt ſaid Civil ) to take them 
at their word, and no longer reſide among thoſe who 
ſo avowedly diſclaim him. WE. | 
AND this, 'tis much to be feared, may be the 
portent of this diſmal vaſtation : we know men uſe 
mot to deface thoſe houſes, where they intend to inha- 
bit; and ſure this abhorring his Sanftuary, and 
caſting off his Altar, Lam. 2. # a dreadful ſign, 
that he means no longer to continue his reſidence 
armwng us indeed we find in Scripture that his pro- 
miſe of cohabiting is always limited to thoſe who own 
themſelves his people and therefore when ſo many 
of ws have openly renounced that relation, we 
can with no juſtice expect the bleſſing appendant tg 
#h. - | 
B UT perhaps this will ſeem to ſuch no formi- 
dable thing Gods ſo withdrawing of himſelf is but 
agreeable to their wiſhes, a kind of quitting the 
field to them, and ſo rather matter of complacency 
than regret : but 'tis to be conſidered that there is 
axother preſence of God that will infallibly ſucceed 
this; when be removes that of his grace, 'tis to 
make way for that of his anger 5: like the Philiſtines 
we ſhall know the God of Iſrael is among ws by bis 
Plagues, 1 Sam.5. or to make a yet more dread- 
ful compariſon, we ſhall like the damned in Hell, dif 
cern his preſeuce only in the punitive efſe#s of it, 
and read his nearneſs in our ſufferings. And ſure 


of ws, thoſe that have moſt deſpiſed or loathed the 
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ſoft breathings of bis Ward and Spirit 5 wil find it 
yet harder to endure the whirlwinds- of his wrath, 
whieh will ſnatch from ws thoſe ſecular advantages 


for whoſe purſuit we have negleGed the better part, 


Luke 10. 42. end leave us as little of worldly en- 
Joyments, 4s we deſired to have of ſpiritual. 

O F this our late Calamities have given us a fad 
Prezludium,and God knows how ſoon we may ſee the 
laſt ſcene of the fatal Tragedy, it being too probable 
that this is Geds laſt Experiment upon us, like the 
Canſticks and: Scarifyings to a Lethargick patient 3 
if this bring us not to ſenſe, we are like to ſleep on to 
deſtrufion :* And alas, what uncamfortable fym- 
tomes appear even in this point alſo. Tho is there 
that ( uulef awakened by his perſonal concernments ) 
ſeems atull to ſtartle at the noiſe of publick ruine # 
When God in diſpleaſure threatned the Iſraelites 
that he wauld remit their condud to his Angel, and 

» wot. go himſelf with them. The Text ſays, they 


- mourned and no man put on his ornaments on 


-him, Exoed.33.4. or as the LXX, zatenwVnce ov 
werb ito, and the Syraach , HO Q>Ok Il 
c2X%A>32S CL) they (tript themſelves of their 
Armour, their, ruttling .garb of War, and ap- 
peared in the penitential dreſs of ſackcloth and 
© alhes:. but wow that we are given up not t0 4 con- 
_ duFing but deſtroying. Angel, what ſigns: of remor ſe 
do we ſbew? What vanity ( I fear I1may. ask what 
vice ) have we ſubſtrated, upon.the: ſenſe of Gods 
erver £ What nicety in. cloaths or. diet. have we cut 
ff in ſympathy with the nakedneſs and hunger of our 
ajfiicfed brethren ? Nay, ,do -not the unreaſonable 
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Jollities of too-many among ws, laok as if we tri- 
umpht in'their miſeries, found Muſick, in the. dife 
cordant ſounds of their groans, and our own laugh» 
ter 3 and emulated that'infamous barbarity of Ne- 
To; whoplayed while Rome burned ? 'Tis mention- 
:ed by the Prophet as a moſt prepoſterous thing,e kind 


of impious Soleciſm: to revel under the menace of 


Judgments: Thus fatth'the Lord, a ſword, a 


ſword, \it is ſharpnedto make a fore (laughter, it 
is furbiſhed - that .it..may glitter, ſhould we then 
make mirth 2 Ezek.21.9,10. and certainly it lef 
befits us againſt whom:God has not ozly prepared,but 
uſed his ſword 5 who are not only under the threats, 
but aFual Execution of his vengeance: And what is 
it but interpretatively to prompt him to yet ſharper 
inflictions, by ſhewing him that theſe have not edge 
enoneh to penetrate #5? With how much indignation 
God reſents this perverſe, this contumelious beha- 
viour, we may read, Eiay 22. 12,13, 14. In that 
day did the Lord call toweeping, -and mourning, 
and to baldneſs, and to girding with ſackcloth, 
and behold joy and gladnels, {laying Oxen and 
killing Sheep, eating Fleſh and drinking Wine; 
eating. and drinking. for to-morrow we ſhall dye: 
Upon which follows that ſevere demnnciation:Sarely 
this iniquity ſhall not be purged from you till you 
dye. Of ſo deep atin@are ts this guilt, that 'tis as 
laſting as our lives, and like the fretting leproſie ir 
the houſe, Levit.14.45. can be removed by nothing 
but its diſſolution. 
O then let us not add this to the heap of our other 
provocations, miſtake impudence or deſperation for 


pl & BT 4 Fi 6 4k SY ar " 
FO 4g of F (ES, 8 198 DY 25 
- *. 2b aA <1 2.3 25 i 


ry | courage, © 


S H Go 
4 _ ES dias. Ie IE 2nd 24.2 + $6 STS BALE > "8 ih; 
$a LEAN NE © $348 SIT 2, WOE > - jr Oe 0 96A" ALE Shs Fn eee: 
: . " &* "25. ds OG Iu & TOS ILSS © — 5 —_ - N b o E "> 
* : te * Sr ea - 7.5 * £2 BN" þ Ov, ED % "FE 
p 


o» ate. tae TIE” YO 


Was 


+ THE|PREFACE. 


L es td 
- 


ronrage 3 andfruntickly defie that omnipotence which 
we are ſure we eaimot reſiſt: but ſince it has pleaſed 
Goa-ever in wreth-to remember mercy, let ws tran- 
ſeribe his Copy» be as kind 40 our ſelves as he has 
been to #3, and flop int our carier as he has done in 
bis 3 not ſo madly affe& 2 full paralel with Sodom 
&1:4 Gomorrha, s to force him to deſtroy that rem- 
want, EC. 1. 9. which alone diſtinguiſhes our caſe : 
but rather take pattern frone Nineveh 3 cry, aud 
ery-mightilyito God, joyz humiliation to our prey- 
ers, and reformation to both. And could we be per- 
fweded to do this with the ſame ſincerity, and uni- 
verſality, we might hope it may be with the ſame ſuc- 
of alſo: would every one who has contributed to 
the accending, 'as induſtrioufly contribute to the ap- 
peafing of Gods wrath : would all who have brought 
their fire-brands bring alſo their tears to quench 
them, as there would be no dry Eyes in the Nation 
at the preſent, ſo might it prevent as great a Gene- 


 rality of weeping ones for the future 5 ſecure ws ſuch 


# tranquillity here, as may calmly convoy ws to that 
z»ypaſſible ſtate, where all tears'ſhall be wiped 
from our eyes, where there ſhall be no more 
death, nor ſorrow, nor crying, nor pain, Kev. 
2T: 4+ | 
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and Scandalous practices to. 


Chap. XI, Ofthe Cauſes of Diſputes. Firſt, 


1, homer? CHAP L "1 [et - 
1611. oem 20 55 "eff! | 
The Chara@er of ChriſtianReligion, demonſtrating its 
_ aptitude to plant exemplary Vertue and Sandity-\, 


HE holy ?ſalmft gives it as part of the 
Character of Pious perſons; and theres 


withal a deſcription of their felicity,Pſek -- 


92.13.That they ſhall bring forth more fruit in theiv 
Age : and what he thus obferves of the members 
 csjunQtively and apart, reaſon ſuggeſts tobeina 
higher and more eminent manner apphable tothe 
whole body united: And it being as wellthe mark 
as duty of every fingle Chriftian togrow ## grace, 
2 Pet.3.18.we may by all rules of Proportion,con> 
elude that the colleCftive. maſle of ſuch, the whole 
Church is by this time near attained tothe meaſure 
of the fFature of the fulneſfof Chriſt, Eph. 4.3. And 
indeed this is ſo regular an inference; that whilft 
the premiſles ſtand firm. 'tis impoſſible-to ſhake 
| the concluſion, the entire body "miſt neceſdarily 
augment anſwerably to the growth of its ſeveral 
parts. And ifwe ſhould fo far let looſe to-ſpecula+» 
tron as to forget our experience, if we meaſure 
the effect only by the power and energy of the 
cauſe, we ſhould ſurely be as far from-:doubting 
the premiſles alſo. Chriſtianity is iu itſelf of fo ' 
prolifick anature,ſo apt to:impregnate the hearts. 
and lives of its proſelytes, that it is hard:to1ma» 7 
gine, that any branch (ſhould want a due fertthty 
ehat 1s engrafted into ſo yigorous a ſtock. I 
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FOR firſt,in its ſpring and original it 1s molt 


ſupernatural and divine, derived immediately 
from him, who had nothing more of man than 
he purpoſely aſſumed 'to draw us'the nearerto 
-himas God. Heit was that difleminated thisdo- 
Qrine, and that in order to the purifying to himſelf 
« peculiar people zZealows of good works 3. and cer- 
tamly his choice abundantly juſtifies its:propriety 
to that end;and his defcent from Heaven on that 
errand puts ſo venerable a ſolemnity-upon it;that 
though his deſcent were-very aſtoniſhing, yet it 
will bemuch more fo, that it ſhould fail of the 
-- AND 'idecd did:out Faith give us-no clueto 
lead us to the Author, yet its. compoſitionwould 
ſpeak it to. be of no hamane / extraction, its pre- 
cepts areſoexcellent and refined, 1o agreeable to 
the more'\fpititual part of our temper, and ſo apt, 
as to. foreſtall, ſo \wo; deanſe and> ftublimate the 
moregroſs and corrupt,::as ſhews fleſh and bloud 
aever revealed it. Nay farther, ſoetieQually pro- 
viding for all thoſe advantagesto mankind, which 
the wiſeſt of mens laws have if ———— 
that methinks they all ſtand before it likethe 
Magicianr'betore Aofes, andby their impotence 
tacitly confeſs it-to be the finger of God. *'Twere 
too large a/Theme to confront them in the ſeveral 
' 4aſtances; letit ſuffice toobſetveone which has a 
commorinfluence onalt 3 and that is:the imma- 
culate cleanneſf of heart, which Chriſts, and only 
Chriſtslaw requires. This is the only proper baſis 
on which to ſuperſtra&, firſt ;znocency, and then 
WI - oecrtne, 
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outward.purity.do buttranſcribethe folly of him, 
who Pumps very laborioully in a Ship, yet, aeg- 
les. to.ſtop the Leak : or the warſe tyranny of 
Pharaoh in requiring Brick without Straw :. ſofar is 
it from a ſeverity in our law-giver,. thus tolimit 
and. reſtrain our thoughts, thatit, js an a& of the 
greateſt indulgence 5 by no means the laying.on.a 
new.burden, but the furniſhing us with an Engine 
to bear with eaſe that weight which otherwiſe the 
ſtouteſt 4#/a5 muſt fink under. And were but this 
one precept ſincerely conformed to,it wouldnot 
only facilitate but aſcertain the obedience ta all 
the reſt.1f the firſt parks of ill werequenche with- 
in;what poſlibility is there they ſhould ever break 
out info a flame ? How ſhall he kill that dares not 
be angry 2 Be Advulterows in aft, that did not fir{t 
tranſgreſs in his defire ? How ſhall he be perjured 
that. fears an oath? Or defraud that permits; not 
himſelf to covet 2? In. the like manner all. poſitive 
4&#s of vertue are but the natural effects of theains« 
terior habit, Where the love,of God is ſeated -in 
the Heart, 'twill operate in. all the faculties, 
keep them in a buſie endeavour of doing accep- 
table ſervice : when fear is planted there, it will 
break forth into outward reverence and duty 
and ſo proportionable 'twill be in every other 106 
ftance. "Tis therefore an advice well becoming 
the widom of Solomon, Prov. 4. to keep the heart 
with all diligence: but then it is withal the work 
of hint who is greater than Solomon to teach. us 
how to do this: for wnleff he keep that City-the 
| | watch- 
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watchmarn waketh but in vain If he inſtrutner rs 
fecure thoſe ifſnesof mony will betray/atid ruin; 
appear indeed the ſavonr of death unto death. Now 
of this divine art of Ta&:cks and defence; Chriſti- 
anity is the only School, and therefore'meſt fitly 
qualified fot the producing alt thoſe ſupernathtalt 
excellencies,to which the timely prepoſſefiion of 


the heartis the rudiment and principte:'! #3 
"AN D as the preceptive part enjoynsthe moſt 
exat andelevated vertue,ſo is it moſt advaiitage® 
oafly enforc't bythe Promiſſory, which bothinte- 
fpe@t of the kind and value of the rewards,' an 
alſo-the manner'of propoſing them,is moſtexqui- 
fitely adaptedtothe ſame'end. © 
FOR firſt, if we confider the nature of the 
things promiſed, we ſhall find they are not groſs 
and car#al,luch as may court and gratifie the bea- 
ftial part of us 3 butſuch as are proportioned' to 
.. the ſapream and leading princjple, as feaſt a Foul, 
and fait with the capacities of an 7ztel/igerce; All 
the beatitades the Goſpel tenders to its votaries, 
either relatetothe'pxrity or peace of the mitid in 
this life ;'of elſe to its completerfelzcity hereafter. 
And though 'tis true; tht body 1s not wholly un- 
conſidered, though'the addition of all temporal 
neceflaties be promiſed; yet eventhole are tor the 
Souls ſake, either to ſecure it from the fin of ſoli-- 
citude and diſtruft, or.to preſerve it a uſeful in- 
ſtrument for the others ſervice. And as for the fu- 
rate plory in which the body is to partake, 'tis t6 
be oblerved,that fleſh and bloud cannot inherit it 3 
that Toad of earth which now etgages t6 corrip- 
tion 
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beput-off, muſt be calcin'd and fpiritu- 
aliz'd 3 and thus made glorious, be clothed upon. 


' with'Glory:” So that in all the Goſpel diſpenſari- 


on; there 1s no proviſion for the fleſh, its luſts'and 
ſenſualities. And thenſure there cannot be a more 


- utan{werable argument againſt our providing for 


It, then to ſee it left out of Gods care.. Indeed had 
we propoſals of a Mahumetar Paradiſe, were we 
ro'expectour bliſs only in the fatiating our appe- 
tites:it mipht be reaſonable hereto wher them be- 
fore-hand, to ſtretch them to the utmoſt wide- 
neſs, or in the Prophets phraſe, to enlarge our de- 
fires as Hell, and by frequent antepaſts excite our 
guſtfor thatprofuſe perpetual meal. Or were we 
only 'to have our portion in this life, to enjoy an 
uninterrupted affluence of outward - comforts, 
*twere but good husbandry toimprove them to the 
Keight, and the Wiſe mans advice would then 
ceaſe ro be Eirony, Eccleſ. 11.9. Rejoyce O young 
nan," and let thy heart chear thee in the days of thy 
Jonth,and walk in the ways of thy-heart,and the ſight 


- of thine Ezes, Had: weonly the profpett of a Ca- 


#441, \uch an eternal inheritance asa conquering 
Sword could give, as the falvation of a Joſbnu, 
and the affluence of milk andhony could produce : 
'twould be no wonder, it we never voluntarily en- 
dured thethirſt and famine of the wilderneſs; but 
be always as they deſiring mear for our luſt, pro- 
jecting the gratifying thoſe defires in whoſe re- 


pletion we placed our happineſs. But whenour 


© Religion makes us no duch tender, when all its 


hopes are of another make,invite tothoſe Diviner 
| Joys 
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joys of which ſenſuality has no.capacity or taſte. 
What pretence can we have to-cheriſh that here, 
which we muſt wholly be.diveſted of hereafter, 
thoſe immaterial felicities we- expect, da natu-, 
rally ſuggeſt tous, the neceſſity of preparing, our 
appetites, and hungers for them, without which, 
Heaven can be no Heaven to us: for fiace the 
pleaſure of any thing retults from the agreement 
between it and the deſire, what fſatisfaftion can 
Fpiritual enjoyments give unto a Carnal mind # 
Alas, what delight. would it be to the- Swine to 
be wrapt in fine Linnen, and laid in Odours : his. 
ſenſes are not gratified by any ſuch delicacies,nor 
would he feel any thing belides the tormeat of 
being with-held from the mire. And as little 
complacency would a brutiſh Soul find in thoſe 
purer and refin'd pleaſures, which can only up- 
braid,not ſatisfie him. So that could we by an 
:mpoſlible ſuppoſition phancy ſuch a-one aſlumed 
to thoſe fruitions, his pleaſure ſure would. be as 
little as his preparation for it was. Thoſe eyes 
which have continually beheld vanity, Mo. 
'dazled, not lelighted with the Beatifick viſton 5 
neither could that Tongue, which has accultom- 
ed itſelf only to Oaths and Blaſphemies, fiad 
Harmony or Mulick in a Ha/elyjah. 'Tis the pe- 
culiar priviledge of the pure 1n heart, that they 

ſhall ſee God; and if any others could lo invade 
* this their encloſure, as to take Feayen by vio- 
lence, itfurely would be a very joylels ice 
to theſe men, and only place them in a condition 


to which they have the greateſt averſation and. 


Antipathy. 
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Antipathy. So that holineſs. here, 1s not only 
neceflary to the acquiring, . but the enjoyment of 
Bli hereafter : and therefore unleſs men will 
* cofitrive to annihilate their joys, and affect the 
monſtrous riddle of being tormented in Heaven, 
they cannot but from this Spirituality of the pro- 
tniſes, infer a neceſſity of purifying themſelves, 
and being capable at leaſt of innocent Celeſtial 
joys : and lince that only can be done by vertuous 
prattice here on Earth, the Obligation thereto 
muſt needs be very preſſing and indiſpenſable. 
And asthe nature of the promiſes diretts to this, 
{o does the great tranſcendent walxe encourage 
and animate. Hope is the grand exciter of in- 
duſtry, and as the obje&t of Hope is mort or 
leſs deſirable, fois the endeavour more i12nſe or 
remiſs; and upon this ground we muſt conclude | 2 
the Chriſtian has all reaſon to be the moſt indefa-. ..]* 
tigable, ſeeing his expectations are the nobleſt 
and moſt encouraging. That they are ſo, we 
. cannot but acknowledge, if we admit of the de- 
. ſcription which the ſpirit gives : that ſpirit 
which as he ſeals us toit, fo 1s himſelf the earn- 
et of that Inheritance. He in the Sacred $crip- 
tures has drawn us a Mapfof the Countrey which 
we areto enter: And ure we may ſay oft as Ca- 
leb and Joſhua did of Canaan, Numb. 14. 7. the 
land is an exceeding good land. For fir(t, if we 
con(ider the Negative advantages it has, we ſhall 
find there is an abſence of all the Is, deſtructive 
or atfrighrful unto humane Nature. There fbal/ 
be no more death, tor ſorrow, nor crying, nor pain, 
2 Revel. 
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Revel. 21.4. Herealas, we are infeſted by all 
thele. Sorrowand Pair, prey and inſult on all 
the comforts of our lives ; leave -us not a Gourd, 
which 1s not like that of Jonah, imitten'with 
thele Worms: - and then comes death, the grand 
devourer, and ipares not life itſelf. Nay, thoſe 
little refpites which we have: from theſe, arefo 
embittered by unpleaſant expettations and Pre- 
ſages, that we are fad before we are affi&ed +. mn 
pain without a diſeaſe, and in death in the midft 
of life : and then a State exempted,not only from 
the Calamities but the Fears of theſe, may well 
deſerve to be lookt upon with appetite. 

BU T Heavenis deligned for our reward, as 
well as reſcue, and therefore is adumbrated by 
all thoſe poſitive excellencies which canendear or 


recommend. It is a Crown, and that not of 


thorns, ſach as our $avioxrs was; and ſuch as the 
more affefted Diadems of the world oft prove un- 
to.the wearer, but oze of Glory : nor is that Crown 
nor that Glory like our ſublanary ſplendors, which 


ſuddenly vaniſh, and leave the. polleflors to the. 


greater obſcurity and contempt 3 but 'tis perma- 
ment, ſuch as fades not away, 1 Pet. 5. 4. orja 
St. Pauls phraſe, an eternal weight of Glory, But 
to give you its more comprehenfive Character, 
tis a being with the Lord, 1 Theſſ.4.17. Nay, tis 
a poſleſiing even God himſelf; He ſhall be therr 
God, Rev. 22.3. and what can he want who pol- 
ſeſles him who is all things? How can he fail of 
the moſt raviſhing delight, that ſtands before 
him iz wheſe preſence is the fſulneſs of Joy, your at 
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whoſe right hand arepleaſures, and thoſe not ſhort 


_ or tranſient, butfor evermore? So indefeilible- is 


our eſtate in thoſe Foys, that if we do not like 
mad prodigals ſell it in reverſion, we ſhall when 
we are once inveſted, be beyond the poflibility of 


- Hl husbandry, not have it in our power to undo 


ourſelves. Now ſurely theſe are great and pre- 
weight of that inference the Apoſtle builds upon 
them 53 and engage us to cleanſe our ſelves from 
all flthireſs both of fleſh and ſpirit, and to perfe# 
holineſs in thefear of God, 2 Cor. 7.1. for they ad- 
dreſs to that Prizciple which is confeſtly Predo- 
minant in our Natvre; ſo that if the Jove of Chriſt 
cannot, yet the love of our ſelves may conſtrain 
us. How mult it then affront and baffle the en- 
ticements of fin, when we compare its empty va- 
niſhing pleaſures with thoſe ſolid and durable joys? 
What a :oreſtalling will it be of Satans markets, 
that God bids ſo much fairer for us; offers us 
that to which his TaIre wavra co Sw0w; all this 
will I give ( could he make ſuch a whole-fale ) 


, can bear no proportion, and how then ſhall we 
ever barter it away for thoſelittle petty commo- + 


dities he retails tyvus 3 or make any other reply 
to hisprofers, than a get thee behind me Satan £ 
Foralas! can we remember that we are cands- 


dates for a Kingdom, and yet retain the abje& - 


ſpirits of /aves Do we expet to reign hereaf- 
ter, and yet depoſe our ſelves before-hand here ? 
Suffer every the vileſt luſt to rule over us? Is ſo 


glorious a prize annext to the victory, and will *-® 
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it not animate the fainteſt heart, and feebleſt 
hands tothe combate 2 What Lions can we fear 
inthe way which this hope is not Sampſon enough 
to encounter ? How light are our heavieſt, how 
momentary our molt laſting Aitlictions, if balan- 
ced with that eterzal weight of Glory £ Are we 
ſpoil'd of our goods, here is a reſerve cf treaſure | 
which no Thzef, neither the {lye,nor the avowed, 

the pilfercr, nor the ſcqueſtrator can invade. 

Are we reduced to our $4viours deſtitution, not 

to have where to lay our head,yet we have a building - | 
of God,an houſe not made with hazds eternal in the | 
Heavens. Are we reproacht for the name of _ | | 
Chriſt, that Tgnominy lerves but to advance our 4 
fature Glory, every ſuch Libelhere, becomes Pa- 
reggrick there. Nay,are we perſecured to death, 
that ſends us but to take polleſiion of the Crown 
of Life. Upon ſuch ſure grounds does our Chri- 
ſtianity ſet us. While we make good its conditi- - 
on.,it pulls out the ſting of all that is moſt deadly : 
And in a.-more comprehenſive ſenſe, poflefies us 
of the priviledge promiſed the Z:ſciples, that no- 
thing ſhould by any means hurt them, Mar. 16. The 
moſt adverſe chances being but like the ploughing 
and breaking the ground,in order to a more plen- 
tiful harveſt. And yet we are not ſo wholly 
turacd off to that reverſion, as to have no ſup- | 
plies forthepreſent 3 for befides the comfort of 

{o great and certain an expectation in another 
life, we have promules alſo tor this, Evenof all 
thoſe internal and ſpiritual fatisfations which 
The feaſt of a-good: 


Conſcience 


Ar. ae et. ie. n 4+» x6 = 


Conſcience is the true Chriſtzans daily diet, and 
ſure whatever the rich men of the world think, 
he only can be ſaid to fare delicioully : nay, he 
has yet more ſupernatural food, Manna rain'd 
down immediately from Heaven : the Holy Spirit 
ſent on purpoſe to refreſh and ſupport him : thoſe 
Joys which differ rather in degree than kind,from 
thoſe which are to be his final portion. And 
that the Soul may not be too much incommoded 
in her houſe of clay, there is proviſion made for 
that alſo, ſuch neceflarics ſecured to the body, 
as may keep it in Tenartable repair: we have 
Chriſts expreſs promiſe for it, that to thoſe that 
ſeek the Kingdom of God and his rightecuſnefs, all 
theſe things ſhall be added: if not that ſupertluity 
which may oppreſs and load, ( render the body ra- 
ther the Tomb than Manſion of the ſox! ) yet ſuch 
as may ſuſtain and ſupport us: and ure 'tis eaſe 
to decide whichis the happier lot. In ſhort, we 
are ſure enough to defray the charge of that 
voyage, which lands us at Eternal Bliff: And 
certainly he muſt be of a very {luggiſh or queru- 
lous humour, that ſhall Jemwr upon ſetting out, 
or demand higher encouragements. 

AN D as the zature and value of the Promiſes 
render them moſt proper engagemeats and incen- 
tives to all vertue; ſoif we conlider the manner 
of propoſing, we ſhall find them in that reſpet 
alſo highly contributive to the ſame end. For 
firſt, they are clear and expreſs, not wrapt up in 
dark enigmatical 1nſfinuations, wherein men muſt 


exerciſe their ſagacity aſwell as their faith: but 
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revealed with that plainneſs, that *tis impoſſible 
forany who knows but the letter of the Goſpel to 
be ignorant of the Eternal reward it propoſes. 
And herein the difference belohgs to Chriſtianity 
above all other Religions, ſome whereof haveletr 
men ſo much in thedark, that many-$«&s among 
them have denied the immortality of the Soxlzand 
ſure they were but faint encouragements they 
could propoſe unto that wertue which was to pe- 
Tiſh with them. What ſhould animate them to 
the rugged levere taſtes of reſtraining appetites, 
ſubduing paſtions,” eradicating habits who dif- 
cerned no reward; for blameleſs ſoxls. 'Tis true 
indeed wertre is in her ſ:!f perfeftly amiable, 
though ſhe brought no dowry, but experience 
-Thews us ſhe has not many Platonick, lovers : and 
when ſo few are ambitious to wed Her, when ſhe 
brings an Eternal inheritance with her, we: may 
eaſily. gueſs how little ſhe will be ſought without 


'3r, When men once conclude that their Spirits. 


ſhall vaniſh into the ſoft Air 3; theinference is ve- 
ry obvious, Come on, let us uſe the creatures as in 
youth ; as we find it elegantly purſued, W1ſd. 2. 
But of thoſe who.-acknowledge a future being, 
their perceptiops were very miſty and obſcure. 
The Heather had ſuch confus'd notions of their 
Elyſrum, that the Epithet of ſhades belong'd more 
properly to the darkneis than the refreſhment, & 
was a.reward fit forthe votaries of thoſe ambigu- 
ous Oracles they conſulted. And proportionably 
- . Totheobſcurity of their hopes were the Exerciſes 
\. oftheir Yerine: their pet; was evenoverwhelmed 


and 


4 if 5 £20 $08 pr ag 
® Ray) .-» 4 
$2 Ss b- Ae < 7 L 
Ch sf” ER. - 
# - 
mn 
. 
.* "2 
4 
| 


PFs 
. 


bo CE 9; 


+ 


Chriſt; 


” : 2 mn 


— _d _—_ 


an Religion, 8c 13 


aa a biok 1 I BOOT > 
_— TO Be ET RS 
p 4 I FEM £1 b "#44 « : 
#7 ” % 
Chap F 
| P 
* 


and confounded by the:multitude of their Dezties5 
| nay, .which is yet ſtranger, their- Gods themſelyes 
: ſeem to have been loſt in their own-croud - elſe 
ſure the Athenians would never have infcrib'd an 
Altar to the #2krown God - and indeed their ofti- 
ces were generally ſuch,as if they had been devo- 
ted to no other,they having as little diſcerning of 
their Worſhip as of their God. "Twas wrapt upin 
clouds and darknefs 3 had myſterious recefles to 
which the common worſhipper had no admit- 
tance3 ſuch aswere to require a venerationonly 
by not being underſtood : and though this mult 
needs deprive their ſervices of that ſpirit and 
quickneſs, which conſtitutes the vertve of devo- 
tion, yet alas, their Relzgiox had more than that 
|, negative contrariety to Yertue, Many of their 
worſhips being nothing but a ſolemaity of the 
fouleſt vjces: and their Divinity taught them to 
violate Morality, A deceit Sataz could not pro- 
bably ſo long have triumpht in, had they had the - 
Goſpel notion of Heaven, for ſure they could not 
have ſuppos'd their Gods of ſuch matable inclina- 
tions, as to affe& pyrity in their cohabitants, and 
pollution 1n their Votaries : or ſuch incongruous 
diſpenſers of rewards, as to apportion an impec- 
cable ſtate hereafter to the moſt flagitious crimi- 
[| * nals on Earth. 
| A S tothe Jews 'tis true, they derived their | 
light from a clearer Fountain, were under the 
Oeconomy of 4mmediate'Revelation;and therefore” 
might be:ſuppos'd to have had a freer. proſpett in». 7 
to that Heaven, from whence their Len deſcrnd: 2 
Y | BW 2 58 
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ed, yet even they were in this, as in many other 
particulars,under Moſes his veil, had rather dark 
edumbrations, and thole too overwhelmed with 
the multitude of expreſs temporal promiſes. 
The earthly Caraar lay fo fair and open to their 
proſpect, asealily intercepted their view of the 
Heavenly and their ſaith muſt remove, at leaſt 
overlook, that,wourtain betore it could come to 
any ſight of the Horizon and extended $4y. Nay, 
when 'tis remembred that the Sadduces a great 
and learned part of their Doftors denied all fu- 
ture being, we mult think the intimations of it 
were very obſcure; it being ſcarce imaginable, 
that any conltdering men ſhould think the Souls: 
expir'd with the Body upon any other ground, but 
that they knew not what after ſtate to aflign it. 
So that though they wanted not feures and ſha- 
dows, or as the apoſtle calls them, patterns of 
Heaverly things, Heb. 9. 23. yet they ſeem'dnat 
to have been well underſtood, and the generality 
of men were not only in their Perſons, but their 
Underſtandings denied entrance into the holy of 
holies; penetrated not that myſtical repreſenta- 
tion, which was within the Veil: And an\werable 
to this dimneſs of their perceptions, was the 
whole /ſteme and body of their Religion, which 
rather entertain'd itſelf in thoſe externa! bodily 
performances, which affef@ed the ſex/e, than in 
thoſe Divine and Spiritual PE purt- 
fied and elevated the Soul. '*'Tis the Apoptles affir- 
mation, Heb.-g.- that the" ſacrifices there- offered 
could not make him that did the ſervice perſe®, as 
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pertaining to thy conſtience, and he gives the rea- 
ſon in ſubjoyning, that they ſtood only in meets 
and drinks, and carnal ordinances. Alas what 
propriety had all their legal purifications towards 
the cleanſing ofthe mind ? That might be inthe 
Mire while the body was in the Laver : and while 
the ſurface of the man was ſprinkled with bloud, 
the heart might be more beſtial than thoſe crea» 


' tures who lent the ablution. And indeed if we 


conſider their morality, we ſhall find that outſide 
formal ceremony had proceeded to infe&t and 
poiſon that alſo. The outward reſtraint, the 
bare forbearance of an a&tual commiſiion, being 
by them thought a full compliance with all the 
Negative precepts : So that we fee Chriſt is fain 
to allert the Internal part of the Obligation, and 
extend the duty to the thoughts and inclinations. 
Belides, thoſe acts of vcrtze rhey perform'd were 
commonly ſuch as had an Aſpect, rather on their 
temporal well-being, than diſtant and unſeen re- 
wards their Juſtice, and Charity confingd totheir 
owa Nation, direQedto the flouriſhing of their 
own Common-wealth : whereas Aliens were devo- 
ted to their rapine and defpight 3 ſo that if they 
werevertucs, they were rather Polztical than Mo- 
ral, and indeed while they placed ſo mnch of 
their hopes-on Earth, lookt on ſecular plenty and 
tranquillity as their reward, 'twas' but conſonant 
they ſhould ſquare their endeavours by that mea=- 
ſure, andconlider things not ſimply intheir native 
properties'of good or 1}, but according to their 
tendency towardsthatthey eſteem'd their Nag 
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- BUT God has provided, asghe 4poſte ſays, 
Heb..11. 40®better things for ws, has not only 
made a better Covenant with us, but has eftebli/ht 
#t upon: better promiſes, Cap.8.6. givenus clearer 
revelations, not only of our duty, but our recom- 
pence; the vell in Chriſt is done away, and we all 
with open face, Behold as in glaſs theglory of the 
Lord, 2 Gor. 3,18. The Goipel puts the evi- 
dences of our inheritance into our own hands, 
ſeal'd by his explicite and dire& promiſe, who 
cannot Ilye : and that not only engag'd by way 
of munificence, but bargain and contraQ, as the 
purchale of that price, which our Redeemer fully 
paid in our behalf. And ſure this is in the 
Apoſiles phraſe Strong conſolation; and if fo, it 
muſt be forcible enticement likewiſe, he cannot 
but run alacriouſly, who has the prize in his Eye, 
nor can S. Paul ulea more prefiing argument to 
his Corinthians, Tobe Stedfaſt, unmovable, always 
abounding in the work, of the Lord, than this afſlu- 
rance, That their labour ſhall not be inwvain in the 
Lord, 1Cor. 15. 58. 

AND as this clear propoſal of the promiſes 
1s moit proper to encourage and infpirit our en- 
deavours, fois the conditionality moſt efficaci- 
ous to neceſliitate- and engage them. Had Hea- 
vez been only promis'd as a Jargeſs, and with a 
blind promiſcuous bounty diſpens'd without diſ- 
crimination, how much it might have rais'd-our 

retitude, I know not, but ſure: it. would not 
; #24 excited our i:duſiry, which in all inſtances 
we find is whetted by 1ntereſt-: ' and where that is 
rg ooo otherwiſe 
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otherwiſe ſecurd; ' men generally::eſtimate-it: a 
part of the benefirthat their labouris ſuperſeded; 
and pleaſe themſelves no leſs.in a lazy:;bequeſt, 
than a full enjoyment: . So'that. indeed it1s this 
circumſtance of the promiſes that muſt give life 
toall the reſt, and make them . operative toward 
the producing of good life 3 for admit the'jays we 
expe&t never ſo Divine and Spiritual for their 
kind 3 never ſo.great and tranſcendent fordegree, 


rd i 


' and theſe alſo repreſented to usinthe moſt clear 


and convincing manner, yet if they be tendered 
not as objects ot our choice, but the certainty of 
our fate, felicities which weare only concerned to 
enjoy,but not to acquire,they may make ns glad, 


but ſurely not diligent 3 it being but a cold in- - 


ducement to any undertaking to be afſlur'd- 'tis 
_ needleſs : We have therefore all reaſon 
to confeſs it our greateſt advantage towards wers 
ze, that God has ſo linkt our hopes and our duty 
together : and indeed when we conſider the great 
diſproportion between the. one and the other'z 
the infinity of the reward, with the deſpicableneſs 
of the ſervice, we muſt refolve/that he had no 
other deſign in making his promiſes conditional, 
thanto engage us by our 1ntereſt to that holineſs, 
to which he ſaw our inclinations did not bind us: 
that it was an artifice of his love to enſnare us in- 
to two felicities by propoſing of one, enforce us 
to take one good 1a the way to another, vertne in 

pallage to glory. | 
AND indeed who would not think this me- 
thod ſo invincibly efficacious, as might ſuperſede 
the 


# » « 
F120 0 4 2s : ar”... X-Y 
P.-- + IRS ©. ty 3,5 : 


FR 6 PE.x, <4 c tid Fo Lo. * 3 Las Ww'-. 
2 "FA 98 PEELED nds Ly 9 - $5 + 65 EW ; 
ANA LES $7; Ss 5% 
= & hk wy — ah A x9 
S—————_ = 


- S , - 
m—_—— 3 
b ) : "4a EY ' 
$ ns" . WR,” KV a + SY 
i id bas” HS? - bY - IX Y Y Ie) Trad 


GE Dine tt ute ae Ve ntS/2\ ing $a "OV & 
< 


4 4 Tc "4 "SOT LS; © ey. by LG ot ACh - M6 Ty = TE * TN $537 0--Þ 7 L 206” AR 
#4. | a ts * OO OGER, a, OE 0 OE I Rs EY 
&4 PESS | LOOP AS 4 77 
z 8 The Charader "of | 
7 Chap. IT o E 


ONS ew At og lt AGO: x tar RA 42: 
nk : ; 


nd os PA 
$ PRO” ap; 
+ 1 


tn, 


the neceſſity of any other, but God whounder- 
ſtands our ' thoughts, long before, Pſal. 139. 1. 
foreſaw, that notwithſtanding this propoſal of a 
Canaan, there would be Rubenites and Gadites, 
who would ſet up their reſt on this fide of Jordan 3 
ſo intent on the commodity: of their Cattle, as to 
be content themſelves to be part of the Herd, and 
become like the beaſts that periſh : That there would 
be men of ſo ignoble, difingenuous tempers, as 
none of theſe cords of a' man would be able to 
draw 3 and therefore there is another part of the 
Goſpel-Oeconomy fitted to their capacities; the 
threats and interminations, thole terrors of the 
Lord, which as Goads may drive thoſe brutiſh 
Creatures whowill not be attracted : that thoſe 
who think themſelves perfectly unconcern'd in 
Davids queſtion, who ſhall aſcend unto the hill of 
the Lord, Pſal. 24. 3. may yet ſtartle at Eſays, 
who among #s can dwell with everlaſting burninugs ? 
Ofſo formidable a kind are thoſe menaces, as is 
ſufficient to awake the moſt drowlte ſtupid $0xl, 


and aremoſt apt to operate upon 'that part of 


their temper, which evacuated the gentler me- 
thod : that very ſenfuality which made them de- 


fpiſe Heaver, may help to enhanſe the: dread of 


Hel ; thelack of a drop of water will be moſt in- 
ſapportable to him who fared deliciouſly every 
day 3 thoſe flames will be. yet more ſcorching to 
thoſe bodies, who by ſtudiouseffeminacies and 
ſoftneſs have ſuperadded an artifictal tenderneſs 
to the natural 3 nor will the grawizg of the worn 
appear more intolerable to any, than thoſe _ 
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here, make it their buſineſs to tye up its Jaws, 
gag or ſtupifie that Conſcience which would now 
admoniſh,. but will 'there torment. And / when 


tothis-is added the perpetuity of theſe pains, that. 


the worm ſhall never die, the fire never be quencht, 
certainly this puts ſuch an edge upon the terrar, 


as may well make it in the Apoſtles phraſe, quick ” 


and powerjul, ſearching even to the dividing aſun- 
der of the Soul and Spirit, the joints and marrow. 
when we are aſlur'd that the Axe is thas laid nnto 
the root of the tree, and that every tree that brings 
not forth good fruit muſt be hewn down and caſt into 
the fire, we (hall ſure be warn'd tobring forth meet 
fruits of repentance,and fly from the wrath to come,, 
BU T becauſe neither invitations nor threats 
can avail with thoſe who are any way invincibly 
impeded to apply.,them to their. benefit : ſince 
the moſt g/oriows prize, the molt formidable dan- 
ger, is in{ignificant to him, who wants power to 
run unto the one, orfrom the other 3 it hasplea- 
ſed God to infpirit and. aftuate all his Evargelt- 
cal methods, by a concurrence. of ſupernatural 
ſtrength, makes it not.only. eligible but poſſible, 
I may ſay eaſie and pleaſant for us todo whatever 
he commands us : and notwithſtanding our natu- 
ral debility, makes us through. Chriſ# which 
ſtrengthens us, able to do all things : by his Spirit 
he prevents, aſliſts, reſtrains, excites, comforts, 
convinces3 gives grace,and adds to that the hap- 
pier largeſs of a willto uſe it, and knowledge to 


'diſcera the want of more : infuſtogto the Soxlan 


ardent thirſt of greater powers,and xeadier means 
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of ſervice, which: the performance aCtuates to 
greater ſtrengths, and yet inflames to new? de- 
fires, and more importunate purſtits, whileſt 
 Godat once beſtows and crowns: his own dona- 
tions 3 ſtill giving unto him that has, till that at 
laſt he give himſelf 3 and grece is ſwallowed up in 
glory. And toaflure us of this aid, he-has been 
pleaſed to oblige himſelf 3deſcends to the ſolem- 
nity of a Pa# and Covenant 3 has indented with 
us, and conſtituted it a principal part of thenew 
andeverlaſting Covenant made with mankind inthe 
Bbloud of the Sor of God, to oy the comforter, his 
Holy Spirit, to be with #4 till the end of the world, 
and do all this. So that the Goſpel is at once the 
aſfligner of our tasks, and the Mzgazeer of our 
ſtrength 3 ſo much Spirit goes along with that 
Letter 3 ſo much internal grace is annexed to its 
outward adminiſtration, as will to all, who do 
not reſiſt it, infallibly render it the power of God 
to ſalvation. For 'tisnot the ſole priviledge of a 
S. Paul, but the common portion of all Chriſizars, 
That Gods grace ſhall be ſufficient for them; which 
1s fare a more Golpel-ltke promiſe, than that it 
| ſhouldbe tgo ſtrong for them : fo violent and ir- 
reſiſtible as to commit a rape upon their $pzrits 3 
{ach a mighty wind as drives them headlong upon 
daty. Indeed this competency is of all other pro- 
portionsthe moſt zrcentive to induſtry; we fee 
in Tezyporals,toolittle makes men deſperate, and 
too much carcleſs3 and certainly 'twould be ine 
ſame in Spiritzals : but now when we have ſtock 
caough to ſet up with, and that too of fo _—_ 
RS: | vable 
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vable a nature, that is capable of infinite ad- 
vancement, and yet on the other fide no leſs cas 
pable of total decay alſo, it being given with 
this expreſs condition, that upon neglett it ſball 
be withdrawn : So that our own ſloth may make 

- uspoor, but nothing elſe can keep us from being 

_ #bundantly rich: What can be imagin'd more 
animating to diligence and endeavour ? And this 
being the condition wherein our Chriſtianity has 
placed us, added to the former conſiderations, 
will beyond exception or ſ#bterfuge, evince Its 
pgfet aptitude and fitneff for the End to which it - 
wasaini'd, the Planting gnd nouriſhing all true Ver- 
te among men, the introducing the tree of lite ins 
tothe world again, and ſo forming us a Paradiſe 

| _ amidſt the briers and thorns of our Exil'd 
ate. 


CHAP. 1I. 


The CharaGer of —_— predtice, ſhewing 
their multiplied failance both ſrom the rule of that 


holy profeſſion, and its genuine effe@. 
A rightly diſpas'd, ſhould miſs of its effe# £ 
That this ſo a»ſþpiciovs Plavet ſhould: be 
counter-influenc't by any malevolent Star? Or 
that what hasſo many tenures in us, ſhould be 


finally diſſeis'd? F _—_ we have notthe Piety 
to 


N D now who cattſaſpet that acauſe ſo 
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to be prevail 'd-upon by the reverenee of the 4x- 
thor ; yet the excellency of its compoſition does {0 
mich recommend it to our reaſon, that we muſt 
put off the beſt. part of our Natzre to evacuate 
the force of our Religion : Nay, ſuppoſing us to 


| have done that too, to have ſtruck our ſelves 


out of the liſt of Rationals, yet if we keep 
bur the rank of 4imals., if we havenot extin- 
guiſht paſſion and ſenſe,it deſcends even to them 3 


addreſſes to our hopes and fears with moſt impor- 


tunate ſolicitations, and convincing motives - 
So that unleſs we have the abſurd ill luck tobaye 
much of the $10ick,. and nothing of the Philoſo- 
pher, *twill be impoflible to reſiſt its impreſſions - 
And ſure he that contemplates thi, will be apt 
with ſome confidence to conclude Chriſtendom to 
be the Goſper of the world,not only in reſpect of 
its light, but of its z#e--unity from all thoſe Locuſts 
and Caterpilers, thoſe ſwarms of mean and ſordid 
Vices which both cover and devour the reſt of the 
Earth, 

BUT thismuſt be the inference of a meer 
contemplative, a Recluſe that converſes only with 
his own meditations : For let him be fo much /e- 
cxlar, as once to look abroad, the moſt —_— 
glance will ſerve to unravel all his hopeful fpecu- 
lation, and ſhew him that Chriſtendom may be as 
much Heathen as America: Whereas is uſually 
ſaid,thatill farmers produce good Laws,we have 
reverſt the Aphoriſm,and our good Law has tntro- 
duc'd the moſt corrupt manners. Our boly faith 


which Ike a foundation ſbould. ſappore good 
/ works, 
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works, has like a gulf ſwa/owed themup. And 
ſo univerſal a depravation 1s there among us,that 
we have ſcarce any thing left to diſtinguiſh us 
from the moſt barbarous people, bur a better 
name and worſe vices. 

AND here,what terms of wonder or of grief 
can be ſignificant enough to expreſs or to bewail 
ſo ſtrange and o perverſe degeneration, that the 
leht of the world ſhould thus darkenit 5 the ſalf 
of the earth be the means of purrifying and cor- 
rupting it : That thole who were by Gol! drawn 
out from the Heather world (hould ſo outvy the 
Gentiles crimes, as if they had forſaken them, 
_ only becauſe they were too iznocent.This indeed 
1s one of Fatans ſubtilleſt ſtratagems, to fill 
Chriſt's Camp thus with his Sozldiers, by whoſe 
inteſtine treacheries, he has been more #r71:m- 
phant than by all his open aflaults and avowed 
hoſtilities. Whata late States-m2ar laid ( Pro- 
phetically, if we may judge by the event )of Erg- 
land, that it was a vivacious animal that conld ne- 
ver dieexcept it kill d itſelf, 1s no leſs true of the 
Church, which has always been 3invulnerable 
againſt a!l Jarts, but what have been taken out 
of its own quiver. Of this the Primitive times 
were pregrazt teſtimonies, where all the moſt 
witty cruelties, the moſt bloudy perſecutions, 
never made any breach in her : But ſhe ſtood -fir- 
mer for all thoſe batteries, and like an Arch'd 
Building, became more'ftrong and compa, by 
that werght which was deſign'd to'cruthh her : But 
_ the Yice of Profefſors undermines her very founda- 
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tion, and does as much exceed the deſtruGive- 


—_— the moſt hoſtile aſſaults, as inteſtine #rea- © 


chery is more ruinous and fata), than foreign vis- 
lence, | 
AS long as the /ives of Chriſtians were the 
_ tranſcripts of their dodrine they rendred it vene- 
' rableto all, and gave a preſumption there was 
ſomething more than hymane mm it, that could 
work ſuch ſignal efeFs, that could ſo transform 
wer as to make the adulterer chaſte,the drunkard 
temperate, the covetowe liberal, the contentious 
peaceable. This, this was the way to adorn the 
' doitrine of God our Saviour in all things, as the 
Apoſtle ſpeaks, T3t.2.10. And then the rule of cor- 
traries diretts us to conclude very diſtant effeFs 
from our now ſo diſtant praFices, that our very 
religion ſhould partake of the infamy of ourlives, 
and be thought rather a »-yſtery of iniquity than 
godlineſs. | 
THUS is Chriſt wounded in the houſe of his 
friends, and has more reproach caſt on him by 
thoſe that profef his name, than by the loudeſt 
Hlaſphemies of thoſe that oppoſe it. For when 
thoſe who have not opportunity to examine our 
faith, ſee the enormouſneſs of our works, what 
ſhould hinder them from meaſuring the eMafter 
by the di/ciples 2 It being ſcarce imaginable that 
- any one SeZ of men ſhould fo gniverſally run 
counter toall the rules of their profeſſion : For 
Tet any ſober Heathen look upon Ebrifterdow, as 
it is at this day weltring in the bloud; not of Mar- 
+ Syrdom: but War, and will it be poſſible for bim 
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to think it owns a Gopel of Peace 3 or that thoſe 


- who ſo perpetually do thoſe outrages they are 


unwilling to ſuffer,” profeſs obedience to the 
Royal Law of love thy neighbour as thy ſep 
Jaw. 2. 8. Canhe ſeethe violence and oppreſit- 
ons, the frauds and underminings, the buſie 
ſcramblings for little parcels of Earth 3 and yet 
believe we count our ſelves fFrangers and pil- 
grims In it, and have laid up our treaſure in Hea- 
ver £ Canhe obſerve the ſtrange and almoſt uni- 
verſal diſtortion of ſpeech, whereby it has loſt its | 
native property of being 7terpreter of the mind, 
and under inte//jgible words lo far exhibits the 
Babel confuſion, that no man underſtands ano- 
thers meaning? And can he im2agize we have any 
ſuch Precepts, as lye not one to another, or any 
ſuch peralty upon the infringer, as excluſion ſro 


. the new Jeruſalem © Shall we hear our God men- 


tion'd more frequently and earneſtly in our 34- 
precations than our prayers, and every part of our 
crucified $avzoxr, recrucified in our horrid oaths 3 
And (hall he not think that his ſecond executi- 
oners bear him as little reverence as his firſt 3 
Or that he hasgiven.no ſuch command as ſwear not 
at all? When he diſcerns ſelf-preſervation bow'd 
to as the Supream Law;Can he ever dream of ano- 
ther ſo inconſiſtent obligation as that of taking up 
thecrofs? Or that ſuffering for righteouſneſs ſake 
is one of our greateſt felicities, when he ſees us 
run ſo affrighted from it, that nocrime, perjury, 
rebellion, murder, is block enough in our way to 
ſtop qur flight ? In fre, when he conſiders how 

C3. much 
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much of our buſineſs it is, firſt. to excite, and 
thentocloy the fleſh, toſpur it on to riotseven 
beyond its own propenſtons, that the whole year 
is but one mad carniva],and we are voluptuozs not 
ſo much upon deſtre or appetite, as by way of gx- 
ploit and bravery : When I fay he conſiders this, 
can he poſtibly gucis our z»ſtztution direts us to 
beat down the body, to mortifie the fleſh with the 
effeFions and lufts, mterdits us all rioting and 
drunkenneſs, chambering and wantonneſs, and all 
proviſion ſor the fleſh to taljilthe luſts thereof. Cer- 
tainly all rules of diicourſe will direct him to 
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' the quite contrary conclulion. And when he ſees 


a Set of men that have enhans'd the common hu- 
mane pravity, he will be apt to. infer their Prin- 
ciples bave taught them the improvement - And 
upon that ſuppoſal he wanted not temptation to 
his Option-that ſaid, Let my ſoul be with the Phi- 
loſophers. 

AN,;D. while we thus miſrepreſent our holy 
profeliion to others, it will be no wonder it we fi- 
nally do itto our ſelves, that we forget its 24tive 


- ſhape, and look on her only in the »gly dreff our 


ſelves have put on, and that effect ſeems already 
too viſible among us : Our lives have folongcon- 
fared it that we triamph over it as a bafiled 
thing 3- and like Ammor loathit becauſe we have 
raviſht gnd defil'd its Many of.us take notice of 
the beter. Morals. of.Tarks and Infidels not in re- 
proach-of our ſelyes. but our Religion, and be- 
cauſe we. have ſo-many Lepers, think 4bevah and 
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this is openly in the wouths of mary, but is {o 
prodigiouſly irrational as well as unjuſt, that one 
can ſcarce think it poſſible to be in their hearts, 


3 Chap.2. Chriſtian Prafice, CC. 


unleſs they be purſued by the fate of habitual . 


lyars, that at laſt come to perlwade them- 
ſelves. 

CERTAINLY there is no other parzllel 
inſtance wherein men conclude ſo perverſly : He 
that ſhews a man that precipice upon whole 
brink he ſtands, that intreats, yea importunes 
him to retire from the danger 3 nay bribes him 
with the greateſt rewards to chuſe ſafety, has 
done all that can be expetted from a friend, or 
charitable man: And if after all, the wretched 
perſon ſo advis'd, ſhall caſt himſelf headlong up- 
on ruine3 aſſuredly no 72queſ# would return his 
murder in any other form than that of Felo de ſe. 
And why then ſhould our Chriſtianity be accus'd 
of thoſe ills which it would infallibly aver, 
if our obſtinacy would permit it : Indeed the 
_ chargeis ſo wild, that it ſeems rather deſign'd as 
an artifice of diverſion, a ſprout of that firſt 
fig-tree which was to hide the nakedneſs of lapſed 
Adam. Men think it policy to transfer their 
guiles, and are willing, the violence of their luſts 

ould paſs for the i»ypotence of their Religion, 


Like irregular patients blaming their Phyſician 


for thoſe 11l accidents which they know owing 
only to their own unrulineſs. A pregnant teſti- 
mony of the reproachful nature of fin, thatmen 
are content to betake themſelves to the moſt 
forlorn_ ſhifts to avoid the owning it : But the 
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conſciouſneſs is ſo preſſing and intolerable, that 
with many it drives on to yet higher outrages : 
*tis not enough for men to decry their _—_ 
nity as a feeble inſignificant thing, but they load 
it even with contradictory i-putations, and that 
which ſometimes they call the fooliſhneff of preack- 
ing, to bring it in ſcorn and contempt; (hall at 
another be ſtyled an Art and trick to bring it into 
ſuſpicion and hatred, be arraign'd for impoſture 
and deceit, a project of impoſing upon credulous 
ſouls, and gaining real advantages to the mana- 
_ gers while they feed the filly Proſelyte with 1ma- 
ginary ones. How groundleſsa calumny this 1s, 
as it appears from the ſanctity, and eminent fim- 
plicity of Chriſtian Religion, which above all 
things excludes fraud and falſhood 3; ſoalſo from 
theEdelignements and aims of its firſt promul- 
gators, who as they cannot be ſuppos'd dextrous 
enough to lay ſucha ſcene of taking Pageantry 3 
fo all their viſible acqueſts were icourgings and 
impriſonments, perſecutions and death. If this 
werethecaſe,it would indecd go near toreconcile 
the before mentioned contraditory imputations, 
whilſt the impoſing upon credulous ſouls at this 
dear rate, 'would be' ih very deed the foolifhnef 
of Preaching, the greateſt madneſs in the world. 
Men of common reaſon would be aſham'd to uſe 
ſuch frivolous cavils : but who can without hor- 
ror -hear them from profeſt Chriſtians > That 
. while Z»fdels are modeſt in their reproaches, look 
upon-our- Dottrine only as erroneous, Diſciples 
ſhould be bitter-and charge it 'as inſidious and 
| | trea- 
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treacherous, Thus does the Church experiment 
the truth of her bleſled Lords Predi@ions, and 
finds her foes ere thoſe of her own bene : And 
though ſhe be Chrifts Dove, yet is ſubjected to 


the fate of the Yiper, and has her bowels torn out 


by tho'e that ſpring from them. 
HESE are the growing conſequences of 
reſolute impiety, he who will not be kept with» 
in the bounds of duty, ſeldom contents him- 
ſelf with that bare violation : He not anly breaks 
the bonds in ſunder, but caſts them away to03 is 
impatient they ſhould keep a reputation to up- 
braid bim, when he has robb'd them of the power 
of reſtraining him : And hz ſure is the bottomof 
all that deep reaſoning,by which men have learnt 
to argue themſelves and others out of their Creed: 
And though this be indeed the great Arcanmum the - 
Philoſophers ſlone they aim at 3 yet they have met 
with another goodexperiment by the way : And 
have,by I know not what Chimiſtry,extrattedare- 
putation out of theſe molt unapt aterials. , He 
paſles for a conſidering man that dilputes prin>- 
ciples, and is thought moſt to own his re#ſo: that 
leaſt owns his faith - And then 'twill be no won- 
der if this ſucceſs animate, and give them not on- 
ly confidence, but vanity to avow what is thus 
creditable. =» | 2; 
INDEED Satan is too ſubtle a manager toloſe 
this advantage, andthe event ſadly ſhews, he has 
not neglected to improve it, as appears not only 
by the number of ſuch pretenders unto reafon, 
but even by their advancing to higher pork 
' The 
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Chap.2. 
The voluptuary who likes-his portion in this 
world, and fears that in another, is at firſt on- 
ly prompted by his intereſt to quarrel the laff 
Articles of the Creed, and fo inhis own defence | 
denies the life everlaſting : But when he finds *® 
his neceſiity made a vertue, and himſelf ſtruck -# 
iato the repute of a wit 3 upon that account he 
doubts not, his fame will encreaſe with his ir- 
religion, and ſo proceeds ſtill to unravel far- 
ther, till at laſt he leaves not ſo much as 7 be- 
lieve in God: That many have advanc'd fo far is 
too evident, and by ſome ſo own'd,that they will 
nat thank his charity, that ſhall hope better of 

them. | 
'TWAS once the ?r;iumph of infant Chriſti- 
anity,, that it filenc'd all the Heather Oracles, and 
within a while demoliſh'd eyen the 8ynagogue 
too: But alas, its mature age gives us that ef- 
fe in a molt inverted ſenſe, it now has ſerv'd 
to-ſuppreſs even the common-notions of a Deity, 
turn'd out the -oze as well as the many Gods, and 
inſtead of Polytheiſts and Holaters has made A- 
theiſts,uand that which Chriſt tells us was de- 
lign'd to perfe® and fill up the Law, has by the 
. ſtrange pravity of its profeſſors at once oblite- 
rated both Law and Law-giver out of mens 
minds, thereby exemplifying the old Axiom, 
Corruptio optimi eff peſſume 5 and the Saint as well 
as. the Angel, if he delert' his innocence, com- 
mences Fiend and Devil. Theſe are ſuch (ad, 
ſuch direfu] tranſmutations/ as excite not ſo 
much wonder, as grief and Jamentation3 _ 
| | what 
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what Rivers, what Oceans of tears are compe- 
tent to bewail ſuch unutterable evils. 

T HE removal of the Cazdleſtick isio formi- 
dable a judgment, that the threatning of it, is 
us'd by Chriſt as the moſt awaking menace to 
the Seven Churches, Revel. 2. 3. but the remo- 
ving it by our own hands is yetan enhanſement 
of that higheſt calamity 3 when men are come to 
ſuch an inſenſate obduration, that they court 
their Plagues, become their own LiFors, and 
make that their choice which is their extreameſt 
puniſhment, they are certainly too ſecure of that 
ruine they call for : And may we not fear it may 
prove gezeral, and involve us all : That while 
ſo mary cry out to be deliver'd from their Chri- 
ſtianity as their load and preſſure, and fo few ex- 
preſs their diſlent to that demand : God may in 
judgment .grant it, hearken to thoſe that cry. 
loudeſt, reſcue his Goſpel from our profane and 
impious violations, and give it to othersthat may 
bring forth the fruits of it. 

NOR is this to be fear'd only from the ex- 
plicite importunities of the blafphemous, for it 
15 interpretatively the vote of many others3 who- 
ever give themſelvesup to the dominion of any + 
luſt, do zz#plicitly renounce their obedience to 
Chriſt, and ſay we will not have this man to rule 
over #5. And when he is thus depos'd from his 
regal and direCtive power, we have reaſonto be- 
lieve he will deſpiſe a meer #itnlar ſoveraignty, 
not ſuffer the Scepter of his Word: to remain as 
an Empty Ceremony among thoſe, who pay it no 

| | re 
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real obedience : Nor be again cloath'd with Pur- 
ple, crown'd, and faluted King to advance the 


- 4riumph of his ſcorn and crucifixion. 


' NOR. will the fawning Profeſſions of the de- 
mure hypocrite avert, but accelerate this Fate : 
He that makes the Golder Scepter in Chriſts 
hand, a rod of iron in his own, that thinks his 
$eintſhip licenſes him to all the ſevere cenfures, 
and the yet ſeverer (becauſe more effective ) 


| oppreſſons of athers, he is certainly to be lookt 


on not only as a Rebel, but an Uſurper too, and 
is of all others the higheſt provoker. He that 
framples under foot the Son of God, does not 
ſo much violate him, as he that pretends to eret 
him a Throne upon bloud and rapine; on per- 
jury and ſacriledge : Nor does he that accounts 
the Bloud of the Covezart an awnhaly thing fo 
much profane it, as he that uſes it as a Yarzifh 
to paint over his fouleſt luſts. The Apoſtle has 
long ſince told us, there is no concord between 
Chriſt and Belial, and can we think he will be 
patient thus to-be made ſubſervient to his ene- 
my : Or ſuffer his Ark to be ſer for the ſupport, 
which ſhould be the confuſrov of Dagon., Do 
we find him ſo ſeverely upbraid the hyfocrifie 


. of the Jews, that Sfole, murdered, committed adul- 


tery, and ſwore falſly, and yet came and food be- 


fore bimin his houſe, Jer. 7.9. and ſhall we hope 


he will connive at it in Chriſtians > Was it into- 
lerable profanatzon in them to account his hauſe 
a den of robbers, and ſhall we be permitted to 
-zakeit ſo? They are ſeat to $hilah to read their 
| , own 
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own deſtiny, and ſurely weare as likely to find 
ours there too 3 tobe deprived of thoſe advanta- 
ges which we haveſo unworthily usd: Nor can 


& | weexpett, that though God cauſe the natural 
* # ' Sunto riſe ſtill as well on the evil as the good, yet 
ts Z that the Sunof righteonſae {ball continue toſhine 


a on thoſe who will only bask themſelves in his © 
5, Rays, grow thzops from his nezghbourhood 3 but . ©: 
d, will not work by his /zghr. | 2 

t 35 ' WHEN all this 1s confider'd, what a fad 

o abode does it make? When the blaſþhemiesof the 

C Profane, the ſenſuelities of the Voluptuous, and 

i the mockeries of the Hypocrite, ſend, asit were, 

t daily challenges to Heaven, we cannot-but look 

; it ſhould at laſt'overcome its long-ſuffering, awake 

God to -vindicate the honour of his Name, and 

| not ſuffer it any longer to be thusproſtituted and 

; polluted : that when he (ces his light ſerve oaly 
to aid us the more ſubtilly to contrive our deeds. 
of darkneſs, he ſhould withdraw it, ſmite us with 
blindneſs like the Sodoxwites, whom he finds in 
ſuch impure purſuits : And. were that blindneſs 
fuch as our Saviour ſpeaks of, Jo. 9.41. that in- 
ferr'd the #o fir, "twere a deſirable infliction, 
but alas,it has none of that property : That which 
1s deſigned for the puniſhment can never be the 
extenuation of our guilt; but as in Hell there is 
an happy Separation of effeFs, the ſcorching of 
the flazze without the light, and the blackneſs of 
night without the reſt: So in this neareſt ap- 

| proach to it 3 this Portal to thoſe Chambers of 

< ] death, there is the ignorance without the excuſe, 
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the darkneſs diveſted of its native quality of hi- 
ding : And when we are entred among Heatherrs 
here, we muſt yet expe the ſadder portion of 
Apoſtatiz'd Chriſtians hereafter. 

AN D O that this confideration might at laſt 
have its proper operation, rouſe and awake us 
timely to prevent thoſe evils which it will be.im- 
poſſible to cure. That by bringing forth ſome 
more gerine and kindly fruits, we may avert that 
diſmal ſentence, Cut it down, why cumbreth it the 

round. That men would generally lay to heart 
Lock the ſn and infamy of being promoters of pub- 
lick ruine; and quench that fire with their tears 
which their fins have kindled, that the faſting 
and prayers, the ſighs and groans of the Primi- 
tive Chriſtians may ſupplant the profane luxu- 
ries, the carnal-Jollitics of the Modern. And that 
Sackcloth and Aſhes may become the an7verſal 
mode, the only faſhionable dreſs among us. This 
both Reaſon and Religion ſuggeſt as matter of 
our moſt importunate wiſhes > would God our 
hopes were but half as pregnant. 

BUT the /ef appearance there is of this uni- 
verſal reformation, the more jealouſly ought every * 
ſingle perſon to look on himſelf, leſt he be one 
that obſtru& it : For ſo he does who ſtays till it 
be a ſaſhion, but negleds to contribute his part 
to the making it ſo. Men are willing to diſcou- 
rage themſelves from attempts of this kind, and 
with an unſeaſonable modeſty can reflet what a 
nothing one man is to fo many millions, when 
alas, all that vaſt Empire Vice has got in = 
Worid, 


T— . 
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| world, is founded in the pravity of fingle.perſons, 
- and would certainly beruin'd by their retormari» 
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on. The more reaſonable Colle&ion would be, 
that he that conſiders himſelf but as oe, fhould 
not ſuffer himſelf to grow into /ef; tofall from 
that Unit to a Cypher, by permitting ſloth or co. 
wardize to enfeeble and Emaſculate him, but on 
the contrary ſhould recollect his ſpirits, actuate 
all his ſtrength, and therefore be ſure to do his 
utmoſt, becauſe that ntmoſt is but a little. 

A N D tothis certainly there want not eacou- 
ragements, we ſee in common affairs the wonders 
that induſtry and reſolution are able to effect, 
and a ſergle courage being exerted has often with» 
out Romance, overcome giantly difficulties. *Tis a 
great prejudice is caſt upon vertue by the puſillas 
nimity of thoſe that like, but dare not abet her. 
When moſt men commit all impieties daringly, 
and. openly,and thoſe few that do 1nourn for it, do 
it but in ſecret,the example of the one is contagi- 
ous, but the other has no means to diffuſe irlelf. 
Would men ſtoutly own duty, and not like Peter; 
follow Chriſt afar off, they might yet hope tomake 
a party and gaizgroxnd in the world. And how 
noble an attempt were this, thus'to encounter - 
Satan in his higheſt triumph, and recover a /of# 
feld: And methinks thoſe who have any warmth 
of Piety glowing within, may eaſily thus improve 
it intoa flame, eniyoprynout ov Th Wire Thy @ 
ny, add to their faith 'wvertue, as that ſignifies 
courage : and then readily would ſacceed that 
train of Chriſtian excellencies reckon'd up' by 

| St," 
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St. Peter, 2 Ep. 1. 5. knowledge, temperance, pa- 
Fence, godlizefi, and iuperſtrutt. on theſe, as it 
there follows, brotherly kindnef, and the moſt 
comprehenſive cherity. We ſhould be not only 
devout towards God, but zealous towards Mem, 
endeavouring by all prudent means to recover 
them out of thoſe ſnares of the Devil, whereby 
they are taken captive. And fince among all 
thoſe ſnares there is none more entangling, than 
the creditableneſs and repute of cuſtomary vices, 
to ſet themſclves eſpecially againſt that over- 
grown covering and ornament; thoſe Locks 
wherein its great, its Sampſon-like firength les: 
And ſtrive to render it as condemad as it is baſe : 
And to this purpoſe nothing is ſo apt, as the ex- 
alting its competitor, fetching vertue out of the 
Dungeon,that darkneſs and obſcurity wherein it 
w_—_— lain forgotten, and by making it illuſtri- 
ouſly viſible in their owz-praQtice, put it into the 

ſibility of attrafting others. Indeed there on- 

it appears in its true ſplendour, they are but 
dead colours the Sublimeft ſpeculation can 
put on it, he that would draw it to the life, muſt 
imprint it upon his own.. And thus every pious 
perſon may, nay ought to be a Noah, a preacher 
of righteouſneſs : And if it be his fortune tohave 
as imperſwaſible an Auditory, if he cannot avert 
the delvge, it will yet be the providing himſelf an 
Ark, the delivering, yea advancing his owe ſoul, 
if he cannot benefit other wens. 

N A Y, this being a Noah may qualific him to 
be a Moſes too, give him fuck an ere with 


caven, . 
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Heaven, that he may be fit to ſtand in the gap,to 
be-an interceſſor and Mediator for a provoking 
people. And God knows never any generation 
more needed that office : nor any part of thismore 
thag our ſinful Nation, which having long been 
in the furrace, is indeed now come out, but ſo 
unpurified, that we have all reaſon to _ 2 
return, and that riot upon the former fruſtrated 
deſign of refining; but upon that more infallible 
and fatal one of conſuming vs. This is ſo dread- 
ful, but withal fo juſt an expectation, that if 
there be any Facobs among us 3 any, who car 
wreſtle aud prevail with God, thete never was ſo 
prefling need of their interceſſion. O let all th 
are thus fitted for it vigorouſly undertake this 
pious work 5 let no XHoſes's hands ever wax hea- 
vy,but be always held up in a devorit importuni- 
ty 5 let then tranſcribe that holy Oratory, which 
he ſo: often effectually uſed, plead to God: his 
own cauſe, with a hat wilt thou do to thy great 
Name? And when there is nothing in us that can 
retend to any thing but vengeance, ranſack 

ods boſom, rifle his bowels for arguments of 
compaſſion, repeat-to him his own titles, that he 
1s long-ſufſering and of great niercy, forgiving ini« 
quity, tranſgreſſion and ſn, Numb. 14.18. And 
by theſe ſolicite, yea, conjure him to pity. And 
how great anardency is required to this imterceſ- 
tion? What ſtrong ctics mult they be that ſhall 
drown fo lo#d a clamour of impieties? And how 
does it reproach the ſlightrieſs of our ſleepy heart- 
leſs addrefles? Can we hope to bind Gods _ 
D wit 
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with Withs and Straws # To arreſt his vengeance 
with ſuch faint and: feeble allaults? And when 
zature: and danger {uggelt to Heathen Nineveh, 
-not only to cry, but cry mightily to God, ſhall 
the ſaperaddition of our Religion darhp ours jato 
a whiſper, a {oft wraudible ſound? A ſtorm will 
teach the profane Mariner to pray in carneſt,and 
alas! we have not wanted that diſcipline. 'Tis 
not long ſince we might have ſaid with thoſe, 
AGs 27: No ſmall tempeſt has long lain on us, nei- 
ther Sun nor Stars in many days,nay in many years 
appearing, nothing but black and diſmal portents 
of a final wreck to a poor weather-beaten Church, 
Ad then ſure 'twas time to be importunate, to 
learn fo:much of inſtruction from the waves that 
tolled us, as tomake our prayers keep pace with 
them, in ſwift uninterrupted ſucceſſion, in-loud 
and notto be reſiſted violence. That we did fo 
| then [dare not affirm, but ſure I am the neceflity. 
of it is not yet out-dated; for though the Sky 
however black with clouds carry no thunder ia itz 
though the impetuous winds that blow from eve= _ 
ry quarter, ſhould not break out in tempeſt, and 
bring ſhipwrack tous yet we too fully exempli- 
fie the *truth of the Prophets Axiome, That the 
wicked are like the troubled Sea, that cannot reſt : 
we bave within us a principle of ruine; which can 
operate though nothing from without excite it» 
A tempeſt is not always neceſlary to fink a Ship, 
one treacherous leak may do it in the greateſt 
+ calm, and what ſecurity can there then be to our 
 *' - torn Velſledl, whoſe rents our continued diviſions 
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do ſtill keep open. Indeed our preſervation muſt 
be as our reſtanuration was, the work of Omnipo- 
tence 3 thither therefore. let us addreſs with. 
St. Peters pathetick Prayer, Save, Lord, or we 
periſh. O that all who are concern'd in the grant 
. of that Petition, would qualifte themſelves to 
preſent it 3 lift up ſuch pure hands, that God 
who hears not ſinners, Joh. 9. may yet hear them, 
afford a gracious car, and give an anſwer of 
Peace. | 
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CHAP. 1II. 
A Survey of the eMiſchiefs ariſing from Inconſide* 


ration. © 


ACLs 


H E laſt Section having defeated all the 

promiſing hopes of the former, by ſhew-_ 
| ing us how ſadly we have fruſtrated all | 
the deſigns and engagements of our profeſlions 
enervated all thoſe apt and powerful methods, 
and how perſe&aly contrary our pradices are to 
our reles, meer curiolity would more prompt us. 
to enquire what are the hidden cauſes of thoſe ſo 


«trange efe&s 3 what unhappy propriety there is 


in the ſox}, that after ſo much culture and husban- 
dry it ſhould produce nothing but wild Grapes 3 
and by what arts and wiles Satan has not only 
evaded, but evenretorted thoſe blows which were 
ainſd at him. But as in 5/eaſes the pains and 

D 2 languiſh- 
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- Janguiſbings are obvious to the groſleſt ſenſe, but 


the ſprings and originals of them moſt frequently 
ecp, and are ſc complicated and interwoven, 


ſtinguiſh them : nay, do often moek the moſt 
ſubtile mquiſitor, and ſend him back with meer 
conjectures and uncertain gueſles: fo in this 


- Epidemick Spiritual diſtemper, the malady is no- 


torious and viſible, but the cauſes of it not ſoea- 
ſily determin'd, yet that not ſo much from the 
darkneſs as the number of them3 ſo many do pre- 
tend, and that with very good colour, tothis un- 
happy, this monſtrous birth, that a Solomon him- 
ſelf muſt have made the propoſal of dividing it, 
as not beingableto have aſhign'd it entire to any 
one Mother. . ® 
INDEED fo many are the concurrents to- 
wards it, that it would far exceed the limits of 
this little Tract, but to point at them : Iſhall 
not therefore undertake any ſuch exa@ enumera- 


tion, but fhall only rake notice of-thoſe which 


either for the generality or degree of their effica- 
cy appearthe moſt eminent. 

AND firſtthe great and ſtupid T»conſiderati- 
oz which moſt men haveconcerning their Religt- 
on, may well paſs for a main cauſe of its fruſtra- 
tion. Chriſtianity may make Archimedes his chal- 
kenge; giveit but where it way ſet its foot; allow 
but a ſober advertence to its propoſals, and it 
will move the whole wor/4: it comes with moſt 
invincible and controuling argyments, but ſtill 
they are arguments, and . thoſe mnſt firft obtain 

= attention, 
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attention, beforethey can force aſſent 3 they will 


Ut moſt infallibly weigh down the ſcales,though the 2 
F wholeworld were the connter-balance 3 but then. * 


that-muſt preſuppoſe their being put into thoſe 
& © Scales5: theirbeing entertain'd with ſo much of 
| deliberation, as may try and exargine their 


® weight. Ina word, they addreſs to us as men,that ' 
4 is, creatures endued by God with rational Souls 
: and'diſcurſive facultics 3 but if we will ſuppreſs 
; theſe, and ſet up only the brute to give audience, 
4 we mult not expet Balaams prodigy ſhall be 
: every day repeated, that the beaſt ſhould be wi- 
1- 
uf ſer'than the rider,” and conſequently cannot won- 
, derif the Succeſs vary with the Auditors. | 
. AND 'tis to be fear'd, this is the ſtate of 
4 mglt of us, that all the convincing Logick , that 
® mr pr. of the Spirit, as St. Payl calls it, 
f and all the periwalive Rhetorick of the Goſpel, 
1 find us ſo ſtupid and unconcern'd, that they can 


make no impreſſion : all the averxes are ſo blockt 
h up, that they can find no way of approaching 

us. We are like the India» Serpents Philo: 
ſiratss mentions, 'proof againſt all charms, but 
ſuch as with their glittering ſplendor aſlaultour 
Eyes: nothing moves us but w ourts our 
Senſes, and what isnot grofenoxgh tbe ſeen,we 
think 200 vice to -be confider'd. The form and 
name of Chriſtianity men' find ready to their 
hands, and it'coſts them no labour to put it on: 
but ſhould they be interrogated ofthe import and 


whattoanſwer. Men call t 


emſclves Chriſtians 
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as they do French or Engliſh, only. becauſe they 
were born within ſuch a Territory, take up their 
Religion as apatt of their fate, the temper of their 
Climate, the eftitail of their Anceſtors, or any 
_ thing moſt remote from their choice; the profeſ- 
fion of it deſcends to them by way of inheritance, 
and like young careleſs Heirs, they never are at 
the charge to ſurvey it, to inform themſelves ei- 
ther of the Iflues or Revenues of it 5 what bur- 
dens it lays,or what advantages it promiſes. -E've- 
ry man ſees they are vaſt multitudesthat have en- 
tered the Baptiſmal vow, andI fear no ſmall num- 
bers of them, that weigh it as little when they 
ſhould perform it, as they did when they wade it. 
Have no other notion of Baptiſa:, but as a cuſtons 
of the place, or a time of teltivity : conſider no 
farther ſignificancy in theſe ſpiritual bands, than 
they do in the Swadling-cloaths of their infancy, 
and can give no better account why they took on 
them Chriſts livery, than why they wear ſuch gar- 
mextsas the common faſhion of their Country pre- 
ſcribes them. 
' THIS isin many theeffedt of groſs ignorance, 
that really know nothing that borders upon Re- 
ligion : where that is the principle, we can- 
not think Fitrange to ſee their pradices propor- 
tionable 3 this returns them into the ſtate of Hea- 
theniſme, and while they walk in that darkneſs, it 
4s no wonder if they often fall*': the only matter 
of admiration is, .that there ſhould be any ſuch 
darkneſs among us that the gloriow Tight, as 
St. Paxl terms it, of the Goſpel of Chriſt, ſhould * 
| not 


not Jong ere this have diſpelt'd it out of our Hori» 
zor, and certainly, that 'it has not, muſt be ow-+ 
ing to ſome very great guilt, ſo that concerning 
ſach perſons the Diſciples queſtion, Job. 9.25 very 
perfinent, Who did ſir, this man or his Parents # 
Where men are ſo ignorant, it muſt neceflarily 
infer their Parg-ts negligence in — or their 
own {tubbornperverſeneſs.in refiſting inſtruction f 
but tis more probable to conclude the former, 
fince if Children wereearly inſtituted, knowledge 
would inſenſibly infinuate itſelf, before their 
years had arm'd them with obſtinacy enough to 
make head againſt it : but:when by-the' Parents 
remiſſeneſs the proper Seedstime 1s loſt, the ſoil 
grows ſtiff and untratable; the labour of learn- 
1ng averts their Childhood, and the ſame of 'it 
their Manhood,and ſo they grow old in thetr ig- 
norance,are ready to leave this world before they 
come to krow any thing of that which is to ſuc- 
ceed it. This is a common, but certainly, a'moſt 
deplorable caſe 3 and as itlJoudly accuſes thoſe Pa- 


rents, who thus wretchedly hazard their Chil- 


drens greateft concernments, ſo certamly it re- 
flets not very -landably upon thoſe,: who. by 
flighting that excellent Order of ConfSraratzon in 
this'Church, have beſides all other advantagesof 
it, robb'd them. of that happy reſerve, which the 
care of their Spiritua! Parent had provided to re- 
ls negligence of their Natural; but guilt 

as' ia miſerable: kind of mfinity, and leffens not 
by being communicated-3 and therefore though 
theſe unknowing perſons may with juſtice enough 
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e#ccxſe others, yet can they never the more abſolve 
themſelves. Indeed they cannot tax others omiſ- 
fions towards them, without a tacit reproach of 
their own: for if it were a-fault in the Parezt.,to 
let their: infancy want thoſe neceſlary infuſions, 
'tis ſurely ſo in themſelves, to let theirriper years 
continue-1n that deſtitution. And ſure 'tis not 
probable there could be a more irrational motive 
to the former, than that which prevails with the 
ter, to. wit, the fear of ſhame, which certain- 
Iy much. more properly belongs to him that lies 
{ſtupidly uader his/ want, than he that induſtri- 
oully ſets to cure it : ſo that while they go thus 
prepoſteroully to avert reproach, they invite it 5 
nay, anddo beſides betray one of their moſt im- 
portant ſecrets, diſcover themſelves more ſolici- 
tous about appearances than realitiesz to be 
#bonght knowing than to be ſo. A ſtrange kind 
of ſpeculative Hypocriſie, which yet leads to all 
the pra#ical profaneneſs incident to thoſe, who 
trove without God in the world. | | 
_ BUT would Godtheunchatechiz'd were the 
_ only perſons wehad to complain of in this matter : 
There, is another ſort as ignorant, who have not 
that plea x who by a wretchleſs nconſideration, 
have made a ſhift to wrnlearn what they hadonce 
been #exght. That this is naturally very poſlible 
no man can queſtion,that obſerves how deſuetude 
will rob a man of any Science, or other habit. 
Bur in this caſe there 1s yet a farther concurrent 
towards itz Chriſts parable tellsus of Fowls that 
devoured _the Seed, which himſelf interprets to o 
wa.” EL IY m_ the 
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the wicked. one, which catcheth away the word: 
ſow'nin'mens hearts: When that- ſpiritual ſeed: 
lies looſe. and ſcatter'd upon the ſurface, and is - 
not by deep and ſerious meditatidgn harrowed,as 
it were, into the ground, it.offers ie{elf a ready! 
prey to the devourer, and God knows the event 
is to ready toatteſt the truth of the obſervation-+ 
For do we not ſee many whole childhoods have. 
wanted nothing of Chriſtian nurture, that have 
had all advantages to the making them wiſe unto 
ſalvation, yet {after their manhood ta wear out 
and obliterate all thoſe radiments of their youth z 
and that not only out of their praFice, buteven 
out of their xemory too: this ( would we be pa- 
tient to have the experiment made ) would, 1 
doubt not, be found true in divers, and they 
would appear leſs able to approve themſelves, 
not anly to the Corfeſſor, but even to: the Gate: 
chiſt in their adult age, than they were in their 
Minority 3 as having ſcarce ever thought of the 
principles of their religion, ſince they conn'd 
them toavoid correttion; and then 'tis no won- 
der if they paſs into'the ſame forgeifulreſi with 
other the occurrences of that ſlippery age. - I 
BUT if with ſome the »rewory have been fa 
 Invincibly-fazthful, as not to have relign'd its 
depoſtturs 3 if it do happen oþſtinately to retain 
thole early impreſſions which were made on it 
yet alas! that alone will be of little avail; 
*tis true that is the ſtore-houſe, and; 'tis good to 
have that well repleniſht 3 but if its. plenty be 
only within itſelf, uncommunicateds if the grar 
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no fecurity' againſt a famine : a mans 'remem- 
brance of his Creed may tell: him there is a 
God, and that he is Almighty ;: but-if his reaſon 
be ſo much aſleep, as not -to infer from thence 
the necellity of reverencing and obeying him 
who is all powerful to revenge our. contempts, 
he may repeat the Article every day, and'yert ne- 
vertheleſs Atheiſtically. In like manner he may 
av5'o0n to the Birth, Death, and Reſurrection of 
Chriſt; but if he weigh not the obligations to 
gratitude and'duty, which devolve on him trom 
thence, he'may remember his Zirth, ang'yet ne- 
ver be regexerate : his Death, and yet not die to 
fir: and his Reſurreion, and yet ly rotting in his 
own corruption, and not riſe-with him tomewnef of 
ft So he may proceed to his coming to Judge 
the:quick'and the dead; but it he refle&t nor on 
his own particular concernment in itz if he con- 
fider not that for every the ſecreteſt thing, Eccl.ur. 
God will bring him, as well as others,to judgment 3 
he:may talk of Do:av5-dey as men do of ſuch 4/- 
faces as they have no Trial at, but it-will never 
ſet him a trembling,or give him the providence to 
anticipate his fentence; ſo judge himſelf here, 
that he may not be judged of the Lord.'\-And fo 
proportionably 1n 'all the parts of our Chriſtian 
Faith : he that does not extract from them their 
proper and juft inferences,-ſhall never feel their 
efficacy, He'has indeed'in that excellent 8y- 
 feme, a molt infallible Catholicon, againſt all his 
' . ſpiritual Maladies; but''tis a Medicine, not a 
RC : Charm 3 
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Charm 3 to be taken, not laid by him 3 and ifhe 
fail in application, he will as certainly miſs of 
the care: And this gives us one too clear a rea- 
ſon, why ſo many, in the moſt fatal ſenſe, are 
ſick and weak among #9, and faln aſleep; are firſt 
lethargick, and then ſtark dead in treſpaſſes and 
fins. - Mendo not by ſober conſideration fatk 
'out_the vertue which .would heal them : they 
look onthe Creed as Chriſt? badge, and fo long 
as they bear that, they think none muſt queſtion 
their Chriſtianity: whereas tis indeed more pro- 
perly his Military $y-1bolums, or recognition of 
the Cauſe, and General they fight for 3 an en- 
gaging them to all the obedience, fidelity and 
conſtancy of reſolute ſouldiers : and to this par- 
poſe it 1s. that we and xp at therecital of the 
Creed, as owning our Baptiſmal promiſe,to fght 
manfully, under our Saviours Zarner againft $in, 
the World, and the Dewi]; and if we do not thus, 
'tis not material what profeflions we make, we 
arethe ſame defertors whether we.ſiay in our own 

Camp, or ra over to the enemies; throw awa 
our Arms, or wot «ſe them 3 rezounce our Chri- | 
ſtian fayſ#, or not i-9prove it. Sloth is as mil- 
chievous in war as treachery or cowardize, 'and 
he that keeps his ſword in the ſleath, is as unfor- 
_— an enemy, as hethat brings zoxe into the 
feeld. | oy 
AND how many ſuch inſignificant comba- + 
texts arethere in the Chriſtian Camp, that kg 
ly lend their Nazes to fill up the eMuſter-rol, 
but never dream of going upon ſervice ? *'Tis 
: certain 
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certain thereare as many ſuch, as there are care- 
leſs unconſidering Profeſlors:: and theſe, 'tis to 
be fear'd, make ſq great a number,that were the 
Church put to eſtimate her forces, and examine 
what efſeftively her Srergth is, ſhe would find 
the deceit of falſe muſters as great among the 5pi- 
ritual as the Civil Souldiery, Ttis indeed a moſt 
amazing thing to fee, that that which is the 
one great and important intcrcſt of all men, 
ſhould of all other things meet with the leaſt re- 
gard. If we make a propoſal of worldly profit, 
\though incumbred with many difficulties, and 
liable to many. uncertainties, we ſhall not only 
-haveanattentive hearing, but ative care and di- 
ligent purluit of the delign 3. it will be driven to 
the laſt glimpſe, of hope 3 and if the firſt attempt 
miſcarry, the next occaſion is laid hold of 3 but 
here, where the prize is ſo rich, the conditions ſo 
'ealie, the acqueſt ſo certain, yet ( as if theſe were 
"deterring, averting qualities.) we cannot be got 
tatake the matter imtoour deliberation. . Alas, 
What ſtupid folly his poſſeſt men 2 And by what 
_we4ſures do they oO their eſtimates £ How are 
-their precious Souls become lo vile mi eyes, 
-that they are the only part of them, which they 
think below their regard ? In an Epidemick dil- 
' eaſe every man looks out for Antidote or Me- 
dicine for his own peculiar, and does not ac- 
quieſce in that filly confidence that he ſhall do 
as well as other men: yet in this greaterdanger, 
- that is.their avawed comfort, ;. keeps them as 
chearful asif they had the moſt. ſolid grounds of 
_— © Ahn Gariey. 
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\ Chap.z. ſrom Inconſideration. 
ſecurity. Alas, can numbers out-face damnation, 
or do men hope that by going 1n troops to Hell 
they ſhall maſter the native inhabitants, ſubdue 
thoſe legions of tormentors, and becomie congue- 
rers inſtead of ſufferers ? This is ſure too wild an 
imagination for any to entertain, yet what more 
ſober one can any pretend, in favour of ſo {tu- 
pendous an improvidence ? 5 1] 

BUT *'twill be much more ſeaſonable to vt- 
form than Apologize or Rhetoricate 3 and there- 
fore 'twill import thoſe men, who like the inha- 
bitants of Zaiſh, dwell careleſs, quiet, and fe- 
cure, to look about them 3 to enter into ſerious 
conſultation how they may avert that raine 
which waits upon ſuch a fupine temper; notto _: 
ſuffer themſelves to periſh in the midſt of fach © ® 
poſlibilities, nay ſo'1citations to be ſaved ; but 


—— 


at laſt afford an audience to that Embaſſie which © * 


is ſent them from Heaven. Ponder well thoſe 
eaſie terms of reconciliation which arepropos'd : 
the ineſtimable advantages conſequent totheem- 
bracing that amity 3 and the as z#eflimable detri- _ 
ent of refuſing it : Ina word,notto pleaſe them- 
ſelves with the empty title, but to penetrate the 
full purport and ſignificancy of their Chriftianity, 
and when they have done this ſoberly and atten-- 
tively 3 having removed this firſt and: moſt ge- 
neral obſtruction to piety, they will find them- 
ſelves aflaulted by ſuch force of reaſo#, that they 
muſt either be very ilt Logicians, or very good 
Chriſtians, | Rds 2 | 
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CHAP. IV. 


4-Survey of the Miſchiefs ariſing from Partial Con- 
.  fideration. 


EX T to the i/#pid and meerly vege- 
table ſtate of total incogitancy,we may 
rank that partial and peace-meal con- 

fideration, þy which Chriſtianity is mutilated 

- and deform'd, depriv'd of all its force to attrat 

and ſubdue mens hearts: for as in artificial 

Movements, there is ſuch a dependence of one 

part upon another, that the ſubſtracting of any 

one deſtroys the whole frame : ſoia this ſpiritual 
 Machin defign'd to raiſe our dull mortality to 

Heaven, the divine wiſdom of its maker has 

combin'd its ſeveral parts, that he who ſevers, 

- Tuines 3 he that applies it not in its united 
ſtrength, will find no aid from. its unjoynted 
ſcattered particles. St. Paxl tells us, 1 Cor. 12. 

that in the natural body, the making it all Eye, 

or Hand, the reducing the many members to one, 
is deſtructive to its being : ( if they were all one 
member where were the body,ver/e 20. ) and we 
in reaſon muſt: expe the ſame event will fol- 
low here. Ifwe advance one part of our Chri- 
ſtian *Faith to the annihilation of the reſt, "tis 
umpoſlible that ſhould ſupply the place of the 
whole; but the more that member is ſwoln 
above its native ſize, the more »»wezldly, not the 
more ſtrong it grows3 and loſesthat ative vigor, 
, whic 
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which it receiv'd by a ſocial communication with 
the other parts. E 0 

'TIS Gods chargeagainſt the Prieſts, Mal. 2: 
that they have beer ” rag in the Law, COR 
B'DÞ lifters up of. faces in it 3 preferr'd /ame 
more agreeable parts,and diſcountenanc'd others; 
were not ozly judges of the Law, but «ajaſ 
judges too. And I fear the enditment may now 
run more generally againſt the Peoplealſo; that 
they have been partial in the Goſpel : culled 
and' choſen .out thofe ſofter and more gentle 
diftates which ſhould leſs grate and diſtmrb 
them - like well the 0z/ that makes them have 
2 chearful conntenance, but are not ſo forward 
to deal with'the #3ze which ſhould ſearch and 
| cleanſe their ſores. We make all our addreſles 
to the promiſes, hug and careſs them, and in the 
interim letthe commands \{tand by neglefted. A 
divinity indeed fitly apportion'd to the devotion 
of theſe times, which loves to make an offering 
to God of that which coſt them nothing, and yields 
a preference to that way of worſhip which af 
ſures Salvation beſt cheap, and at the eaſfeſt terms 5 
but would men conſider, they would find, that 
the commands are the ſupreme and moſt eminent 
part of the Evangelical Covenant, the promiſes 
come but as hard-maids and attendants: an, ho- 


nourable retinue to invite the more reſpe&ful- 


entertainment, and it ſhould be remembred that 
of this /ort are the threatrings too; and there- 


fore they have ſurely an equal right toqur regard, 


eſpecially when many of them hayexhogcerdhg 
-0 
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'of Gods 0ath, to bind and ſtrengthen their per- 
formance. And what a ſcandalous and abſurd 
partiality is this, that when the precepts come 
-with this ſolemnity, the more to command our 
Teyerence, we fingle out this one part of the 
Train and pay our homage untoit 5 lay hold on 
the Promiſes, not thoſe that ſpeak damnation to 
impenitence, but the other half of them which 
give aſſurances of favour. And like the Benja- 
mites to the daughters of Shiloh, tun away with 
them, poſſeſs our ſelves of theſe by rape,inſpight 
of all the incapacities we lye uridef 5 though God 
has ſworn, that no diſobedient provoker ſhall en- 
ter into his reſt. | 

THAT this is really the cale of many is 
more that probable 3 for by what other artifice is 
it poſſible for 'them to reconcile their large 
hopes, with their no purifying 3 their confident 
expeQations of Heaven, with their greedy rapa- 
cious purſuits of Earth their ſecure dependence 
on the Bloud of their $aviour,with their remor(- 
leſs effuſions of that of their Brethren ? Did they 
conſider the inſeparable conmexion between the 
Precepts and the Promiſes, 'twere hard for them 
to be ſo wicked, but impoſlible to be ſo ſanguine. 
Did the wncl/ear: perſon believe that none but the 
pure in heart ſhall ſee God, it he could be ſomuch 
Swine,as {till to chuſe the wire; yet ſure he could 
not expect to be Rapt from thence into Heaven. 
Did the Drurkard conſider. the ſentence ' of the 
Apoſtle excluding all ſuch from the Kingdom of 
God, 1 Gor. 6. 1. 1f he can be contents ſadly 

to 
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to over-buy his ſinz asto pay that Kingdom for 
his ſhot 3 yet certainly even he cannot be ſot 
enough to expett the poſleſſion of what he has ſo 
ſold,or hope that from one of his drunken trances, 
he ſhall awake to glory. Did the Covetows extortio- 
ner obſerve that he is involv'd in the ſame ſen- 
tence,remember that ſuch Violents ſha/ take, .not 
heaven,but he#,by force 3 if the terrors of the Lord 
could not have force enough to melt his bowels, 
to unclutch his griping hand, or diſleize him of 
his prey : yet ſure it muſt diſcourage him from 
graſping of Heaven too, from hoping to defraud 
God as he has done wer, and ſtriking himſelf into 
an eſtate in the land of the living : and in like 
manner all other hoping ſinners if they would 
ruine, yet mult ceaſe from flattering themſelves 
muſt chuſe damnation bare-fac'd, and not fancy 
that their poſting on in the broad way ſhall ever. 
bring them to-/ife. And ſure this diſcovery of 
their eſtate, were a very good ſtepto the curing 
It . For though 'tis poſſible ſome few may be of 
ſo ſturdy an impiety,asto chuſe their ſr with all 
its confequents3 yet ſure all ſinners are not of 
that ſtrong complexion, and therefore Satan 1s 
put to his wiles and artifices, is fain to hoodwink, 
thoſe that are apt to ſiart3 and diſguiſes the dan- 
ger when he ſees the&rue appearance of it will 
terrifie and avert. This was his old policy with 
our firſt parents he dazles their eyes with the 
gloriow, but abuſive propoſal of become like 


. Gods, that they might not diſcern how near thev 


were approaching to become like Devils: and 
E this 
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this under the pretence of confidence and friend- 
ſhip,diſcovering, as it were, a ſecret to them,that - 
| God enviedthem that promotion,which his grea- 
ter kindneſs was ſolicitous to procure for them. 
And as if the ruine of mankind,iz Maſſa had been 
to0 (light a Trophey for that one ſtratagem,he re- 
peats it again to the individuals, perſwades men 
that the path of obedience which God has chalkt 
out 1s ſtrait, and narrow, rugged and incumbred 3 
«that there is a ſhorter cut,an eaſier paſſage to life : 
that they may be led into Canaan a nearer way, 
ſtep into it immediately from the fleſh-pots of 
Egypt, and icape the tedious weary March in the 
Wilderneſs: never ſo much as call at Mount 
$inaz, or be affrighted with the Thurders of the 
Law. In a word, they need not work out their 
Salvation, but be they never ſo ſlothful they may 
znherit the Promiſes, Heb. 6. 12. this is his one 
grand Concluſion, though he has ſeveral medinms 
to infer it by : wherewith as with ſo many tools 
and Engines he furniſhes men for the filing or 
| breaking of that ſacred link between duty and 
: reward; and of theſe he has great varicty fitted 
| Jp the hands, and skill of thoſe that manage 
m. 
hou 
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. I ſhallnot undertake ro ranſack his work- 

e, or give an inventory of his UVtexſils, but 
ſhall rather in general beſeech all thoſe, who 
have made this unhappy ſeparation, toremember 
from whoſe Forge they took their 1:ſtruments 3 
and then confider whether his officiouſneſs in 
ſupplying them, can argue any thing but that 
"tis his work they are about. Can any think og 
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he, whoſe eternal paſtime it will be to torment - 

men,can really be ſolicitous of their caſe z that he 

would chuſe out for them the pecan paths, 

were it not that he knows they lead to the cham- 

bers of death? When Chriſt whoſe ſole buſineſs it 

' was to ſave mens ſouls, has preſctibed us a courſe 
which ſhall aſſuredly condu& us unto happizeſ, 
what can it be but phrenzy to reſort to Abaddorn, 
the deftroyer, for an ealier method, or expet 
more gentlexeff and compallion from the roaring 
Lyon: than from the Lamb of God. 

NAY indeed this is not only to attribute to 
him more tenderneſs, but fidelity too: to believe 
him in' oppoſition to all the expreſs aftirmatiqus 
of Gods and when he who is truth itſelf has 
told us, that except we repent we ſhall all periſb, 
L uke 13. 5. and that without bolinef no man ſhall 
ſeethe Lord, Heb. 12. 14. to diſbelieve this only 
upon his bare credit, who was a lyar from the 
beginning : This indeed is a prodigious compali- 
tion of blaſphemy and folly 5 a ſtrange contumely 
to God, but fatal treachery to qQur ſelves; For 
alas! Satan entertains us all this while but with 2 
trick of» Legerdemain, and as Juglers make us 
believe we have cut the i7ring, which yet pres 
ſently after they ſhew us whole 3 fo he perſwades 
us he has thus ſever'd the Codition from the Prgs 
»iſes; when to our grief it will finally appear 
their union was izvze/able. *Tis nat all our vain 
confidence that can reverſe the immutable dj 
vine Law 3 we may, 'tistrue, delude our ſclves, 
keep up our ſpirits highs in a fecure jollity 4 
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and drink , and riſenp toplay,and fo not only loy- 
ter, but revel out our day. till the n3ght overtake 
ns wherein no man can work ; but heſhall never be 
able to propagatethe deceit, where only it could 
avail us 3 to perlwade God to pay the hire to 
thoſe that have been no labourers, or give the 
prize to any who have not run to obtain it. Let 
every man therefore in a juſt tenderneſs to his 
own Soul, ſtrictly. examine his hopes, try, not 
how high they towre, but how deep they are 
founded 3 whether on the ſaxd or on the rock 3 
the flattering deluſions of Satan, and the dreams 
of his own Phancy, or on the Promiſes of God : 
for though all pretend to build on the latter, yet 
God knows, a multitude of fooliſh ArchiteFs 
there are, which miſtake their ground, take that 
for aſſurtice that is not: And this truly 1s a 
thing deſerves to be ſoberly confider'd ; they that 
moſt greedily catch at the Promiſes, do often 
embrace a cloud inſtead of the Deity which they 
fo eagerly graſp, and thereby think to enjoy. 
But faithful obedience, and not inſolent hopes, 
commends us unto God. The Goſpel indeed de- 
ſcribes to us great and ineſtimable felzcities 3 but 
he that can think this gives him Title to them, 
may as well pretend to the whole Forld, becauſe 
he has the Map of it in his houſe : for though it 
mentions them to all, yet it promiſes them to 
none but the obedient. And thoſe 1/raelites 
which fled from 'the ſight of Goliah, 1 Sam. 
17.24. might as reaſonably challenge the re- 
ward propos'd to the victor, as-men can pretend 
to 
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to enter mto life without keeping the Command- 
ments : this then is the one Criterion, by which 
a man may judgeot his hopes; ifthey be but pro- 
portionable to his obedience, they are then regu- 
lar, and ſuch as will not make him aſhamd, but 
prove incentives and engagements to every good 
work. Let him obey as much as he can, and 
then he need not deny himſelf the comfort of ho- 
ping as much as he can too. But if his hopes ex- 
ceed this meaſure, and ſquare themſelves only by 
his wiſhes; if he look for Heaven,not becauſe he 
1s qualified for it, but becauſe he wants or covets 
it; this is rather to dream than hope, and ſuch 
whimſits will as ſoon inveſt the beggar in wealth, 
thedefam'din horoxr, the fick in health, or an 
man 1n any thing he has but a mind to,as compals 
Heaven for the bold Fiduciary. 

I T 1s indeed like thoſe Lynacies wherein mens 
fancies adopt them Heirs to thoſe Kingdoms, 
they know nothing more of,than the names3 and 
ſure the Analogy holds as well in the cure as the 
diſeaſe : letthele Patients awhile be kept dark, 
_ taken from the dazling contemplations of their 
Imaginary priviledges, to the fad refleftion on 
their ſins - and as Gad expoſtulates with 1/#ael, 
Ezek. 33. 26. Te ſtand upon your ſword, ye work. 
avomination, and ye defile every man his neighbours 
_ wiſe, and ſhall ye poſſeſs the land 2 Solet them re- 
cite to themſelves the Catalagues of their impie- 
ties, and then ask their own hearts, whether 
theſe be the qualifications of thoſe that ſhall reſt 
in Gods holy Hill > Whether theſe marks of tbe 
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- - Beaſtcanever rank them among the followers of 
the Lamb? And let theſe Conſiderations be preſt | 

' home, reiterated ſo often, till by repeated *Þ 
ſtrokesthey have made good the other part of the 
method, made their Souls bleed,and by that Spi- 
ritual Phlebotomy, temper'd their ſwelling veins, 
allayed the over-ſanguineſs of their conſtitution : 
and then there remains but one thing more to 
complete the courle, and that is bringing them 
into the York-hoxſe, ſetting them really to work 
oxt their ſ2lvation with fear and trembling, which 
they had fo near played away by confidence and 
preſumption: And when they have done thus, 
they have verified their hopes,and then may ſafe- 
ly reaſſume them : They are "adn again with 
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advantage to their firſt point, and are that in ſo- 
berneſand reality, which they then were anly in 
fHior and imagination. | 
A N D nok would God men would once be 
content to\be thus diſabus'd 3 that they would not 
be ſo in love with deceit, as in the Prophets 
phraſe, Jer.8.5. to hold it faſt - that they would 
not chuſe Chimera's and phantaſtick, Images be- 
fore real and ſubſtantial Felicities 3 and prefer that 
hope which will be ſure to ſhip-wrack them, before 
that which will be ax Anchor of the Soul, ſure and 
Feafaft, Heb.6. 19. and if this fo reaſonable a 
propoſal may be embrac'd ; if the World ſhould, 
as the Spaniard ſaid, but riſe wiſe one morwing, 
what a deal of dead merchandize would Satan 
have upon his hands ? Many' of thoſe they call the 
comfortable Dodtrines would want-yent, which 
> 0.20 >-%4 nies ks 33 © ATR ! WELLES COR ORD ' are 
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arenow the Staple commodity of his Kingdom. 
What thoſe are, 'tis no part of my deſign to ex- 
amine,it will be every mans particular concern to 


Z do it for himſelf 3 which he may do by this one 


teſt; whether they more animate men to hope 
well, than to /ive well? Whether they bring 
Alexanders (word to cut afunder the Gordian 
knot,to ſever between the promiſe and the condi- 
tion? Or theſword of the $pirit to ſubdue all to 
the obedience of Chriſt?If the former,we may ex- 
pet the fruits of ſuch will be all that licentiouſ- 
neſs which St. Paxl deſcribes, as the works f the 
fleſh, Gal. 5. 19. it being not to be imagin d,that 
the precepts of theGoſpel,which they divide from 
the promiſes only, that they might fall off, (hall 
then be vo/antarily taken up in mere good nature 
and heroick Generoſity 3 that thoſe whoare ſo 1n- 
duſtrious to avoid the neceſlity of Chriſtian pra- 
Fice, will make it theirfree-will-offering. If there 
ſhould happen to be ſome few of lo ingenuous a 
gratitude; yet 'tis certain, that is not our com- 
mon mould; few men will be better than they 
think their intereſt bids them be, and therefore 
ſuch principles are dangerous Seminaries of Li- 
bertiniſm: and 'tis mens very important concern- 
ment not to admit them. Let not then their 
chearful 2ſþe# recommend them to our embraces 3 
men may be kill'd with too much Cordial; that 
which ſeems to refreſh the Spirits may enflame 
the Bload,and though cold pozſons have gotten the 
fame of being the moſt malignant, yet there are 
bot that are as infallibly -ortiferows. Let it be | 
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our care in oppoſition to both, to keep. our ſelves 
in that moderate, equal temper, which belongs 
to healthy Souls: and fince that is the :vitalleſt 
heat which is gotten by exerciſe, ſet toour buſi- 
neſs, employ our ſclves diligently in all thoſe du- 
ties the Goſpel exacts, and then we ſhall not 
want ſuch an hope as may warm our hearts, keep 
us in a chearful expectation, till we come to the 
glorious fruition of that Frernal Salvation which 
God has promiſed to all them, and only them that 
obey hinme. And till we do thus, till we conſider 
as well what weare todo, as what we are to re- 
cieve; there will be no hope of reſtoring Chriſti- 
anity to its native vigour - we ſhall make it eva- 
porate all its {trength in »nſ#gnificant hopes, con- 
vert it into Air, to bear up our. Bubbles, inſtead 
of that firm ground,whereon we ſhould build wer- 
te here, and glory hereafter. 


 D—— 


CHAP. V. 


A Survey of the v7, oy ari, T/1 ing ow Carnal Con- 
- federation. 


FTER the diſadvantages of Partial 

Conlideration, may fairly be ſubjoyn'd 

the 11ls of that advertency, which iSim- 
pregnated by ſenſuality and ſloth, and makes pre- 
rence untoright reaſor, but tends indeed as much 
25 an 4 7 Omg to to the RE the a" _— en- 
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from Carnal 


feebling the force of our Religion: ſuch cloſe re- 
ſerves of deceit and malice have men to their own 
Souls, that when to quit oze ſtrong hold of Sa- 
tans, tis only toretreat to another, When they 
are not ſo brick and Aerial, as lightly toskip over 
tho'e precepts, that lye in their way, they are ſo 
groſs and unwary as to fall at themz if they may 
not pals for Straws and Chaffe, ſuch as every 
blaſt of vain confidence may blow away,they ſhall 
then be improved into Heaps and Mountains, be- 
come (tones of ſtumbling and rocks of offence 3 
and when they are call'd upon to Conſider them, 
they do it in ſo perverſe a manner, as if they 
meant to revenge themſelves on that unwelcome 
importunity : their corſederation is worle than neg- 
l:F. They look into them inſidiouſly, not as 
Diſciples, butas Spies3 not to weigh the oblige- 
ingneſs, but to quarrel the unreaſonableneſs or 
difficulty of the injunftions, not to dired their 
praFice, but excuſc their prevarications. 

FROM this unfiacere kind of inſpeQion it 
is, that the Precepts have got ſo formidable ap- 
pearance with many, that they have fallen under 
\uch heavy prejudices, asto reſolve them intole- 
rable yokes, inſuperable tasks - that this Caraar 
is a land that eats up its inhabitants, wherein 
there is ſo little of exjoymext,that it ſcarce affords 
a being, Men count a /ife under ſuch reſtraints, 
ſo jsyleſs and uneaſie, that it differs from death 
only, by being more paſſzve. They think Zeal 
like a Heick Feaver, 1n a ſlow,but certainly fatal 
Fire, exhauſts and conſumes the Spirits. Morti- 
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fication and ſelf-denial macerate and decay the 
body; and hberality diflipates and waſtes the 
_ And with theſe Apparitions, which them- 
elves have conjur'd up, men run frighted from 
duty, reſolve the burden is unſupportable, or at 
leaſt grievous to be born, and therefore, as our 
Saviour faies of the Phariſees, will not touch it,no 
not ſo much as with one of their fingers, Mat.23. 
4. never make any attempt to try what indeed 
they-arez but take their meaſures from their 
own, or perhaps other mens prejudicate opini- 
ons, and thence take out an Arnthentick Record 
and Patent for iloth, fancy the journey too lon 
for them, and therefore ſit (till 3 firſt call Chriſts 
Commandments grievoww, andithen improve that 
flander into a marnmiſſion; ablolve themſelves 
from obeying them. And unleſs they may have 
the Gate to life cut wider, made capacious 
enough to recetvethem with all their luſts abour 
them 3 will never eſſay to enter it. 
BUT if the Prixce of dzrkrneſfhave enaCted it 
a Law, that difficulty ſhall paſs for excuſe, yet 
if real unealineſs may be admitted to be as deter- 
ring as 7-ragirary ones, his own decree will retort 
the molt ruinouſly on himſelf, and men may 
plead it as their diſcharge from all thoſe baſe 
drudgeries, thoſe tyrannous impoſitions where- 
with he loads them. The Drunkard may experi- 
mentally tell him, the pajrof an aking head, of 
an overcharged ſtomack, the rzize of a waſted 
Eſtate, and olaim a diſpenſation from purſuing 
that uncaſie and coſtly fin. The Warton _- 
| bring 
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bring bis macerated body like the Levites Concus 
bine, 7udg.19.and urge It as an evidence how cru» 
e) a Maſterhe ſerves 3 and from thence emanci- 
pate and free himſelf: And indeed every fin car- 
ries in it ſo much of viſible toil,or ſecret ſmart,as 
would by force of this rule ſupplant and under- 
mine iticlf 3 and ſure $etar would never have- 
arm'd men with ſo dangerous a weapon, had he 
not difcern'd them ſo in, love with ſ/avery, as ſe- 
cures him it ſhould never beus'd againſt him 3 for 
ifit ſhould, ncthing could give him a more mor- 
tal wound, more irrecoverably ſhake his King- 
dom. Nor would only that i»ſerzal Region feel 
the force of that deſtraFive principle 3 1t would 


 makeas ſtrange confufions in ſecular Regiments. 


FOR if luch pleas as theſe may be admitted, 
they will eaſily cancel all Humare, as well as Di 
vine Laws, and every waleſaFor will tratisfer his 
gxilt on the leverity of the Legi/lztor : The Thief 
may ſay it is too great a difficulty for him to re- 
fiſt the temptation of an apt opportunity 3 a rich 
prize that his fingers are too ſlippery even for 
himſelf, and he cannot reſtrain them, and then 
quarrel the ſtritneſs of the Law, which has 
rais'd fo high a fence about mens properties.that 
he who climbs it muſt endanger his zeck. The 


Rebel may complain that the bands of Alepiance. 


are too {treight, the yoke ſits too cloſe, galls and 
frets his tender fleſb, exclaim loudly at the 7y- 
ranny of thoſe that laid it on, andin that ont-cry 


drown the noiſe of his own'Treaſen. And ſoeve- © | 
ry other tranſgreſſor may accufe the rule, as ac- 
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_ ceflary to his (wervings, till at laſt' the Laws be 


made the only Criminals. | 

I LEAVE every man to judge both of the 
equity and conſequencies of ſuch difcourſings in 
Civil matters, and ſhall only defire he will apply 
them to Spiritual alſo, where certainly they are 
neither more juſt, nor leſs rainous : and whilſt 


- ſuch: ablurd preterces as thele pals currant, no 


wonder if Chriſtianity languiſh and grow impo- 
tent, want ſtrength to impreſs itlelf on the lives 
of its profeſſors. The molt infallible receipt can 
work no cure on him, whoupon the ſuſpicion of 
its bitterneſs, refuſes to taſte it. The moſt ex- 
cejlent Laws muſt loſe their regulating power, 
where the execution of them 1s obſtructed 3 and 
we may as reaſonably look for the efficacy of 
Chriſtianity among thoſe who never heard the 
#4ame, as among: thoſe, who owning the ame, 
do yet diſclaim its precepts 3 and ſoall thoſe inter- 
pretatively do, who by accuſing them of too 
great rigour, avert both themſelves and others 
from their Obedience. 

THAT the Charge is ſcandalouſly unjuſt 
will appear. to any, who ſhall allow themſelves 
the juſt means of information 3 but alas ! the way 
of Proceſs men take in this affair is ſo incquitable 
as certainly preſagesthe partiality ofthe ſexterce: 
What perlon ever was there ſo innocent,ſo exce]- 
lent, who if arraign'd at the Tribunal of his mor- 
tal enemy;could be 7 tony ? Chriſt himſelf ſhall 
be. pronounced a Blaſphemer, when a Caiphasisto 
Examine him : and no wonder if his precepts find 
Sf wt I propor- 
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proportionable dealing 3 if they be decried as 


, ; 
on fag 
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65 


impoſſible tyrannical,perhaps ridiculowtoo, where 


the ſcanning of thern is referred to thoſe, whole 
intereſt it is to defame them. -Men 'enthrone 
their /uſts, ſet them up'in the judgwent-ſeat, and 
none can expett they ſhall paſs tuch a ſerterce, 
as ſhall include their own condemnation : if they 
own the commandment to be holy, juſt and good, 
they muſt tacitely accuſe themſelves to be impnure; 
anjuſt and wicked, and as ſuch to be conſign'd to 
wrath and judgment. 24 
HERE then we have the true 'account how 
Chriſts commands, which are-in themfelves fo far 
from grievous, have gotten ſo unkind a reprtation 
among us 3 this is ſo dire a courſe for it, that 
we may ceaſe our worder,though not our grief to 
ſee it 3 for we behold them ſtandto the award of 
thoſe with whom they have a profeſt enmity :the 
Goal gives ({entence on the Bench the Bar ar- 
raigns the judgment-Seat. Certainly when that 
Law which is 8p7rit#al is ſubmitted to the arbitri- 
ment of grols carnality, the Law of liberty istax< 
ed and rated by thoſt worſt bondmer who are ſold 
under ſin 3 'tis impoſſible to find any fairer treat- 
ment. That which comes on onttials to dethrone 
ſin, diſpoſleſs it of the empire it has uſurpt, will 
certainly be entertain'd with the ſame exclamati- 
oz the Devils us'd to Chriſt, hy art thou come to 
torment w4 ? But as if this general Antipathy were 
not enough to aſcertain the reje&ion of Chriſts 
command as if the National feud, as I may call 
it, between Heayenand Hell were not thought 
Irrecon-= 
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beno wp 16 for Chriſts ſake. 


| ted for their Meridian, they arcof another man- 
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wreconcileable enough, men offer yet harder 
meaſure, call in the aid of per ſora! quarrels, and 
when the precepts come to be confers, refer 
each of them ſingle to that particular Vice to 


I _ whichit has the directeſt contrariety. 


THUS when Chriſts command of zweehrreft 
and forgiveneſs, of loving enemies, and turning w 
cheek, bearing the Croſs, or ſelf-denial calls for 
audience; they conſult ( as Reboboam did with 
his young hot-ipurs ) with their anger and malice, 
their rankor and revenge, and they ſoon give 
their Verdi 3 that to be meck is to be ſervile, a 
temper fit only for the abjeft. That to forgive 
enemies is a principle of cowardize that would 
Emaſculate the world 3 to love them a piece of 
Spaniel-like fawning 5 but to tura the Cheek 3 
not only to hazard, but invite new injuries by 
owniog them as benefits 3 paying bleſſing for cur- 
ſes, kindneſs and good-turns for hatred, is ſuch 
a ridiculoss patience, as muſt expole to the info- 
lence of many. and the ſcorn and derifion of all 
men. And then the reſolution is ready, they will 
So when the 
humility and Jowlineſs comes to be 


$ precept of buy | 
* - confider'd, their Pride 1s deputed to hearits plea, 


and then though it bring the authority of Chriſts 
example as well as bis command, it will be judg'd 
invalid : Chriſt indeed #90k upon him the forme of 4 
Servant, and to that, humility wasa propertion- 


k able Adjun#; but what is that tothem whoſe a(- 


piring humor abhors ſubjection, 'tis not calcula- 
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ner of Spirit, and would not have it emhaſed by 
the admiſſion of ſo mean a quality - and thou 4 
Chriſt hath put poverty of Spirit among his Reatt- 
tudes, they reſolve he ſhall not enfnare them 
with that artifice they will not take his weeſares 
of felicity 3 or reſign that pleaſure they have in 
valuing themſelves, for any thing he propoſes in 
exchange. In like manner the precepts of tem- 
perance, ſobriety and chaſtity, are not permit- 
ted to the Judgment of ſober reaſoz, nay, nor of 
merenatural deſire; but to appetztes vitiated a 

inflam'd by radicated habits; and then the Glut- 
tor thinks, to eat moderately, is to be ſtarv'd; 
and will as ſoon put a krife, Prov. 23. to his throat, 
in the vulgar ſenſe of cutting it, asin Solomons 
notion of reſtraining his exceſs. Thus the Drun- 
kard with his falſe thirſts looks on ſobriety as a 
kind of Hell, where he ſhall want a drop to cool 
his tongue, and thinks the abandoning his de- 
baucht jollities is an implicite adieu to all the 
comforts of life. The Unclean perſon, when his 
bloud is high, ſcoffs at Chaſtity as a religious 
kind of impotence, and only ſo far conſiders the 
precept of pulling out the Eye,as to infer thatit were 
as eaſe litterally to part with it, as to reſtrain its 
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luſtful range; not look art all, as notlook to Juſt. F 


And proportionably it fares with Charity and. 
bounty, which though our Savioyr recommend, 

Mammon arraigns of obery; and ſtigmatizes as 

a Thief that, picks the Purſe, and rifles Coffers. 

But amidſt all theſe, the 22king up the Croff, ſuffers . 
ing ſor righteouſneſs ſaks,aud the doFrine 0 M, -de> 


% 


vial, 


K wt , EF —_ 0 OS © pn x 
_ ny «fx = IJ hb pad ed My [is A $5 —_—_ 7 - BG De. 4 "0 ax non nc”. 
> Fx ot # 4 R- £ 6 / FA 7 6 
_ \ *%: I 


2 | Miſchiefs ariſing 


are oppos'd not by ſome one lingle vice, but the 
confederate arms of all ; even thoſe, whoſe inte- 
reſts are flatly oppoſite, do here unite: Herod 


and Pilete, Sadduces and Phariſees accord againſt - 


Chriſt, and all are freely ſuffer'd, nay invited to 
exhibit their complaints againſt theſe Mandates. 
Covetonſnefs cries out that this is the moſt ruinous 

rodigality, caſts away an eſtate in a lump, and 
Kg all open to forfeiture and confiſcation : and 


- Prodigality takes it as ill to be foreſtall'd, and 


have nothing left for it todifſipate, Prophaneneſs 
avows a contempt of it as a folly, and moſt open 
madneſs to part with rea! pleaſure for an empty 


name, or profit for that Bankrupt thing call d 


Conſcience : and Hypocriſie has a more ſecret ha- 


tred of it, as its detector 3- that which will bring 


it to a Teſt which it cannot paſs. Malice puts in 
a- Caveat, that this is to gratifie enemies, and 
loſe the ſatisfations of revenge: and Self-Love 
puts in another, that it is to deſtroy ones ſelf. 
In ſhort, every limb of the body of findiſcharges 
2 blow at this innocent and Divine SanCGion; as 
if they meant it ſhould exemplifie its own do- 
frine by aſſuming that paſſive temper it recom- 
mends. 

BUT alas, who can expeQ any more wpright 
verdicts from ſuch pa&, ſuch corrupt Juries, and 
why may not Chriſt be permitted to claim the 
common berefitof our Laws, to make his chal- 
lenge and exceptions agaialt this ſo incompetent 
impanel, 'Tis the counlet of the Wiſe man, not 


to 
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he. 


to adviſe in common affairs with thoſe whoſe 
tempers may be ſuppos'd to biaſs them, Conſult 
not, ſaies he, with a coward in matters of way, nor 
with a ſluggard, of much buſineſs , Eccles4.37.11. and 
ſure if they be 11 Connſe/ors, they muſt be worſe 
Judges : but why then do we (et pride to judge of 
humility, luſt of purity, covetouſneſs of libera- 
lity 3 and make our wices the arbitrators of thoſe 
Laws which ſhould reſtrain them ? This is ſuch 
a grols injuſtice as common humanity abhorsz we 
deal by other nieaſures with tnen; the pſt noto- 
rious and flagitious criminals, and reſerve this 
way of procels for thoſe things only wherein our 
God may be concern'd. 'Tisa ſevere exprobrati- 
on of a prophane people, alach.1.8. Where God 
accuſes theni for treating him with leſs reverence 
than they would do a mortal Prince. Offer 38 
now to thy Prince: but alas ! we ſhall force him to 
deſcend far lower iri his expoſtulation, ſo far we 
are from paying him the d#tj and regard belong- 


ing to a Prince, that we yield him not the rights. 


of common men ; force him to ſtand: fo thoſe 

meaſures which we think too unequitable to 

p_ upon a murdeter, a thief, or rebel af the 
ar. 

BUT this waving of common rules is a plain 
confeſſion that we need more indulgence, than 
thoſe will allow : When mens /«ſts thus uſurp 
the Tribunal, and judge in their own cauſe, 'tis a 
palpable diſcovery they dare not remit theth- 
ſelves to any more equal determination. Andin-' 
deed int thispoirit of their intereſt,- they paſs a 
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right judgment : for 'tis certain were the caſe re- 
ferrd to any competent Judge, indeed to any 
but themſelves,they would inevitably be caſt; and 
ſare 'tis high time that ſome ſhould afliſt oppreſ# 
wvertue in its appeal; find it out ſome Court of 
equity where its plea may be heard: and we need 
not travel far for that purpoſe, cvery man may 
do it in his own breaſt, where in his little Com- 
mon-wealth he ſhall find a Coxnrt of Gods ereQ- 
ing - let him but draw the Cauſe #hzther, diſcuſs 
the matte#® in his own conſcience; and he will 

ſoon find the former unrighteous ſentences re- 
versd - let him but ſerioully reflect on his viola- 

tions of thoſe ſacred Precepts of Chriſt; and ob- 
ſerve what a ſtizg and ſecret remorſe every ſuch 

breach leaves within him - and that will be a com- 

petent atteſtation of the equity and vubligingneſs 

| of thoſe Mandates: for from whence elſe can the 

regret ariſe ? Thoſe things that are either impoſ- 

fible in theirnature, or unconcerning to us can- 

not beget it. No man accuſes himſelf for not 

flying in the 4ir,or walking upon the water; nor 

owns himſelf guilty in the non-obſervance of any 

Laws, but ſuch as have power tooblige him : and 

therefore theſe cloſe pangs and checks of Conſc3- 

erce are anirrefragable evidence, that men do 77:- 

wardly aſlent to the juſtice and authority of thoſe 

divine rx/es, which their aFions, yea oiten their 

words too, do moſt oppugn. 

BUT overand abovethe throws and after- 
pains of conſcience, when fin is brought forth,the 
ſelt-acculation of the Crimina!, when none > 
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fide controuls, nay many flatter and commend ; * 
I ay beyond this ſecondary and reflext Apologie, 
for Chriſts Law owed to the foregoing prevari- 
cation of it 3 thereis an early and immediate ver- 
dif paſt in its behalf; in the eſteem and liking 
which thoſe documents command,where e'rethey 
paſs : creating anaflent and veneration tiot only 
when obey'd, but from poſleſt deſpiſers; who 
cannot chuſe but think well of that vertue they 
deſert, and the neceſlity of their affairs compel 
them to ſpeak ill of. An event vi{eb/e in the con- 
demnation of out Saviour, where the Judge who 
gave ſentence againſt him, at the ſame moment 
waſht his hands, and apenly profeſt, he ſownd no 
fault in him. | 

AND indeed this very reflection on the As- 
thor of theſe precepts, if well confider'd, would 
ſuperſede all other arguments. The eMazdates 
of the Goſpel on this one ſcore, that they are 
Chriſts, are certainly both pxre im themſelves, 
and poſſzble to ns : __ ſo moſt worthy not only 
of all obedzence, but all love too. He who 1s 
out Lord upon both the titles of Creation and Re- ' 
demption, may certainly with all juſtice impoſe 
what laws he pleafes on us. Yet he, wholaid 
down his life for the redemption of the tranſ- 
greſfions which were under the firſt Teſtament, 
camot be m—_— ſo inconfiderate of our frail- 
ty which himſelf had ſfmarted for, as to intro- 
duce another of equalrigor, or be ſo prodjpal of 
his bloud, - as to pour it our for thoſe who by a 
new ſet of impoſlible _ —_— ſhould infalls- 
x 2 
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bly reforfeit themſelves again: and if this can- 
not be ſuppos'd, the contrary may be concluded, 
that he hath ſo far condeſcended to our imbecil- 
lity, as not to preſcribe us any thing which he 
either finds or makes us not able to perform. "Tis 
true indeed, his Laws are above the reach of our 
corrupt and debaſcd zature 5 and they were unfit 
'to be his, were'they not ſo: but when he by his 
grace offers to elevate and refine this nature, 
bring it up tothepitch and purity of thoſe Laws, 
this 1s a far greater mercy thanif he had deſcend- 
ed to our corruption 3 ſo he might have conta- 
minated himſelf, given laws unworthy of him: 
But alas! what advantage would it be to us, to 
have the Blaſphemy mention'd, Pſal. 50. ſo verift- 
ed, to have our Godin this ſenſe, ſach a one as our 
ſelves e But by this other Method he purifies, and 


exaltsus3 puts us ina capacity of being like unto | 


_ him, 19 whiChis ſumnrd up at once, all both ver- 
te and felicity. 

AND onthis glorious exd,: every particular 
command of his has a dire& afpe&, every one of 
them tending to re-impreff on us ſome part of 
that divige 3-rage which was raz'd out by the firſt 
ſin : and this one would think enough to recom- 
mend them to our higheſt value. Certainly, if 


Conſcience may be Judge, it will be ſo ; there be- | 


inginthis caſe no middle between devort reve- 


rence, and horrid blaſphemy 3 for he that de- | 
ſpiſes ſuch an 2ſ/emilatior,' muſt neceſſarily alſo 
, deſpiſe hize who'is ſo reſembled : he who thinks 
meekanels, purity, humility, G's. =namiqble qua+ | 
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litits, can have little eſteem for him, 'in whom 
they are. tra»ſcendently eminent, but will take 
the Prophet at his word, and ſay, there #s no form 
nor comelineſi in him, Ef. 53. Butthis ſure can ne- 
ver be the Yerdi# of Conſcience; he that can 
thus prozounce, muſt be ſuppos'd to have ſuppreſt 
and flenc'd that. It being one' of the moſt inde- 
leblexotions there, that al/ that is in God, 3s ſub- 
limely excellent. But becauſe 'tis indeed too po!- 
ſible that Conſcience may be put under ſuch an 
undue reſtraint, ſuffer the violence of a Priſoner, 
when itſhould ſuſtain the place of a Judge : be- 
cauſe many men dare not permit their conſcien- 
ces to ſpeak, leſt they ſhould ſay more than they 
are willing ro hear. . And laſtly, ſince theſe per- 
ſons make their appeal to reaſon, . pretend the 
aids, and boaſt in the advantages of thar, it may 
not be amiſs to-bring the Carſe unto that Bar 5 
whoſe Empire and' Authority none muſt diſclaim 
thatown the Style; and leaſt of all thoſe 8cepticks 
inReligion with whom-we have to do z wha will 
allow of no convifion but from it. | 

AND G9d.'Who as the' Apoſtle ſays, leaves 
ot himſclf without witneſs, has ſo temper'd and 
diſpos'd his Precepts as to qualifie them: to paſs 
even this Teſtalſo, they_being not the contrads- 
Fions but improvements of natural Reaſon : and 
ſo molt apt to recommend themſelves to all that 
is Mar, not Brafe about' us. Indeed they haye 


| the very ſameiaim and deſign with that. - Tt has. 


ever beenthe grand bufineſs of ſober reaſoi firſt 
to diſcover, and then to attain that owe ſupreme 
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good, which would ve reſt and felicity to the 
ſoul: in this inquifition have the Philoſophers 
and greateſt Maſters of Reaſon, laid out their 
molt ſerious ſtudies and deepeſt contemplations 3 
and in their indefatigable purſuits ſeem joyntly 
toligh out David's queſtiorf, Who will ſhew ws 
«ry good? And now the Goſpel comes a ſolu- 
tion of this ſo important a Query, brings theſe 

lad tidings of joy to all people, and that not on- 
ly in its credexda, by informing us what that 
good 1s ; but in its agez#da too, by tracing us out 
the way toit 3 beating us a path which will cer- 
_ tainly lead us to that ſummurm bonum which our 
very z#ature implicitly gaſps after: and ſure 
reaſon can never jar with ths, which comes thus 
as a happy Anxiliary tq ſuccour its impotence : 
as an infallible guide to condudt its ſteps : and 
as a glorious liebt to give it a clear view of what 
it before blindly groped after. 'Tis a certain 

Indication of zwadnef, to tear and miſchiefthoſe 
= things that would be uſcful to us,. to curſe and: 
=. revilea friend, or fly in the face of thoſe whoſe 


” charity brings themto our aid 3; and therefore'tis 


moſt evident that rexſo- muſt firſt ceaſe to berea- 
ſon, and commence phrenszy, before 'tis poſſible 
it can ſet itſelf jn.,defiance of thoſe Laws of 


- Chriſt, which are-thus accommodated to. its 


* 


greateſt Intereſts.., | 
A ND as the accord is thus obſervable inthe 
ultimate, ſos it in the intermediate deſign alſo. 
Reaſon had by its twilight diſcernd, that that So- 
veraign blif it aim'd at, would never be hit by 
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an unſteady hand 3 by him who was perpetually 
tolſed/and agirated by his turbulent inordinate 


4 


appetites. Therefore young men, yet in the | 


heat and ferment of their bloud were ſolemnly 
; proſcrib'd and baniſht from the Schools and Le- 
Qures of Philoſophy 3 therefore luſtrations and 
Gatharticks of the mind were ſought for, and all 
endeavour us'd to calm and regulate the fury, if 
not extirpate (which ſome contended for)the ve- 
ry being of the Paſſions - that ſo a preparation 


might be made, firſt for the knowledge, and ther 


the attainment of felicity - Now the —_ 
cepts have viſibly the ſame end 2nd purpoſe : eve- 
ry one of them expreſly ſ{ingling out ſome irre- 
gular affe&tion to combate and ſubdue: ſo that 


right reaſon and they are evidently of a 8eF and 


Party, inſomuch that ſeveral of the ancienteſt 


Fathers of the Church attributed the excellent 


documents of Heather: Philoſophers to the Divine 
. acy@-;thereafon and eſſential Word of God which 
after was incarmrate upon earth; and brought 
auxiliary ſtrengths of grace;ta aid the weakneſ- 
ſes of nature. The bleſled Feſas whoſe bare ward 
checkt the Sea in its higheſt fury, and by that Mi- 
racle atteſted his Divinity 3 as much exerts him- 
ſelf in ſilencing the louder Tempeſts,and calming 
the inteſtine ſtorms within our breaſts. And cer+ 
tainly reaſoz will not quarrel to have been thus 
reltiev'd, 1t being the property only of proncfor 
to chnſe ratherto /oſe a victory, thanowe it to the 
aid of an Allie. | 
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Miſchiefs ariſing Chap.5. 


deſcend to obſerve the exatt concurrence of par- 
ticulars. God loves a ogg" 6 ſervice, and has 
ſo temper'd his commands, that every A@ of 
obedience we perform may be ſo qualified, and 
gain unto its votaries the Elogiume promis'd in 
the Law of Moſes, Deut. 4.9. Surely this people is 
a wiſe aud underſtanding People. And firſt that 
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the command of Meekreff is a moſt rational Pre- 


. cept,can never be doubted by any,who remember 
but the common definition of Azger, that it is 
Furor brevis, and ſure*tis very reaſonable not to 
be mad 3 and he that has obſerv'd the unmanly 
tranſportations of that wild paſſion, how that 
the firſt violence it offers is to the man within 
him, will certainly think it the intereſt, not only 
of his Re/zgzer, but common prudence, and right 
Reaſon to (luppreſs it. And the like 1s to be ſaid 
of the more ſolemn Phrenſie of deep malice and 
deliberate Reverge, where the fury wants the 
allay of being tranſient and ſhort-liv'd, is em- 
bodied into Complexion and temper, and grows 
inveterate into Nature. Arger indeed isa fire, 
and he that touches it though but lightly, will 
find it ſcorch him - but the Malzciows lays himſelf 
as it were to roaſt at it; prolongs and ſpins out 
his own Torment, as if he meant to anticipate his 
Puniſhment in his very crime, and commence his 
Hell here, in unquenchable fire. Truly no ſin does 
more repreſent that ſtate of horror to which it 
tends3 it gives a man not only acertain title, 
but an ample earneſt, pays him part in hand-of 
thoſe diſmal wages. This was ſo well goer” 
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ſtood even by the Heather, that we ſee the Poets 
knew not how more exphatical/y to deſcribe the 


future torment of an envious and malicious per- 


- ſon, than by the repreſentation of his ſ#z. Pro- 


methers's Vulture begins her quarry in this life 3 
every malignant thought, every ſpightful miſs 
preys upon his heart that harbours.1t : every re- 
vengeful projectputs him inthe pangs of labour 
till it be brought forthzand when it js, it common- 
ly rebounds ſo miſchievaully upon the Parent, 
that the birth ſeems like that of Agrippina, when 
ſhe bare Nero that murder'd her. And ſurely not 
only reaſon, but-common ſexſe will ſay this is a 
ſtate to be deteſted, and conlequently mult give 
its ſuffrage to thoſe Laws of Meekaneſs and Cha- 
rity, which are the only expedieatsto prevent it. 
Peace is deſervedly reckon'd among the higheſt 
bleſſings of Communities, and ſure it has a pro- 
portionable value,inevery ſingle member of thoſe 
greater bodies, it being that which is indiſpen'a- 
bly requiſite to the enjoying of any other good. 
A War we know interrupts at once all the profits 
and pleaſures of a Nation - and this hoſtile tem- 
perin a mans mind does the very ſame, and like 
Cholar in the ſtomack, takes off all guſ# of the 
moſt delightful things, and ſo becomes a Hel in 
the pena demni,as well as that of Sexſe: and then 
how abſurd an impatience is it, for men to think 


_ every the lightel injury from ahother inſup- 


portable, and yet heap ſuch heavy preflures up- 
on themſelves 3 like — mn Children roar out 
for the leaſt touch from another hand, yet 
SE, knock 
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*8 Aiſchieſs ariſing  @C 
knock and batter themſelves without complaint : 
as if their only contention were,that they may be 
the ſole Authors of their own calamity. And 
that which adds yet more, if it be poflible to 
add to ſo vaſt a folly, is, that revenge never re- 
pairs any Injury - If T have been reproacht or de- 
fFam'd, 'tis not the wounding of my enemies bo- 
dy that will heal my fame; I may by that means 
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help to ſpread the Libel by inviting many to en- 


quire the cauſe of our quarrel : but that is no Me- 
dium to prove hima flanderer, the world being 
roo well acquainted with the nature of revenge 
to imagine it an argument of his innocency that 
afts it : fo far it is from being ſuch, that it gives 
a moſt violent preſumption of guilt, according 
to that notable 9b/ervation of the Hiſtorian, Con- 
vitia ſpreta exoleſcunt, ſt iraſcare agnita videntur. 
Inlike manner ſuppoſe me hurt in my body, re- 
taliation brings no balm to my ſores: my pains 
dbate not by his having the like or greater; nor 
wou'd my Wounds Ffeſter the eff though his 
ſhould Garerere. So if I tn endammag'd in my 
gOods, F may contrive to repay him that ill turn, 
and yet not recover my ownloſs; and generally 
the {pightful ſpoils that are made, are of that na- 
tare. 'Tis true; the Law may in ſome caſes re- 
pair the injur'd perſon; but then that is owing to 
the Juſtice of the Law, not to the malice of the 
Plaintifſ: for he that ſues upon the naked intui- 
tion of recovering his r3ght, without any aſpedt 
of revenge on the mvader, has asfully the benefit 
of the Law( and mdeed none can innocently have 
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it otherwiſe ) and then to what ſerves the vindi- 
cative humour, what increment or advantage cat 
the ſuperaddition of his revenge bring him in? 
'Tis ſure in all theſe inſtances it often does the 
quite contrary 5 plunges him in farther troubles 
and dangers, and when all this is confider'd, we 
may certainly pronounce Chriſts precept of 
Meekneſs partakes as well of the Serpent as the 
Dove, 1s as well prudent as innocent : nor is this 
Concluſion at all ſhaken by that ObjeFion which 
men make from the danger of inviting more in- 
juries and affronts by this tameneſs : for firſt ſup- 
pole there were truth in itz that hazard could 
not balance the many certain miſchiefs which have 
been evinc'd inſeparably to follow the contrary 
temper : and it were certainly leſs.penal to en- 
dure multitades of light and tranſient Abſes,than 
thoſe far more uneafie ways of redreff, which 


mens revenges ſuggeſt to them : and then 'twill - 


be perfectly reaſonable, of theſe two evils to chuſe 
the le. As for the greater and more important 


violations, there are legal ways which may prove 


redreſs in ſome caſes, or prevention in others : 
He that is ſlandered or impoveriſhed, may takea 
courſe to clear his 77nocence,or recover his goods :. 
he that is hurt or maim'd,though he is uncapable 
of reparations, yet the law provides for his fu- 
ture ſecurity, by awarding ſuch penalties, as may 
diſcourage the offender As repeating the wio- 
lence: And to theſe aids, a man may refortwith 
theſe Proviſe's, firſt, thathe abſtraft from all de- 
ſign of revenge 3 and ſecondly, that the matter be 
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of weight 3 and certainly he that by theſe legal 
2egs cannot be ſecurd, can be much leſs ſo by 
any private attempt of his own : For he that de- 
ſpiſeth the coercive power of Laws, will much 
more contemn the exmzity of a ſingle perſon. The 
only difficulty in this caſe 1s, when a ſtate is in 
ſuch a confuſion that there 15 no lawful Judica- 
ture to appeal to 3 but that implies ſo many ſad- 
der miſeries, than the want of ſuch a redreſs 
amounts to, that every man may patiently 
enough caſt this intg the heap of greater evils 3 
andnot conl(ider that one preſſure, when ſo much 
weightier calamity exacts his grief : But ſure the 
ſuſpenſion of Law 1nthis particular does no more 
qual: fiea private perſon to be his own Reverger, 
than itinveſts him inany other part of Authority 3 
and he may with as good right place himſelf on 
the Bench, and become a Judge in other mens 
cauſes, as thus become both Judge and Executio- 
ger in his own. : 

.BUT inthe /aft place, the ground of this ob- 
jeCtion ſeems weak and ſandy 3 tor that meekneſs 
isnot the way to expoſe a man, generally ſpeak- 
ing, to more ſuffering : 'tis poſſible indeed 
through the barbarity of ſome few inſulting co- 
wards, who love to vapour good cheap, that they 
may trample on thoſe who give leaſt reſiſtance 3 
but this is not the common bent of humane Ne- 
ture, ( which ought to be the meaſure jn this 
caſe ) we find men uſually exaſperated by oppoſi- 
tion, who are calm'd and appeas'd by gertlenef. 
Anger isnot of the nature of that monſtrous The 
: | tne 
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y the Hiſtoriaz tells us of, which »othing but blows 
4 could extinguiſh. Itis the obſervation of the wi- 
R ſeſt of Men, that a ſoft anſwer turneth away wrath. 
M and mens paſſzons are like bullets which batter 
, the walls which ſtand inflexible, but fall harm- 
. "Tefly into Wool or Feathers; and I doubt not 
common experience will atteſt it, that none do 
generally fall under fewer of theſe ſtorms than 
they, who are thus prepar'd to bearthem. Let 
a meek and an angry perſon caſt up their Ac- 
counts together, and compare the number of at- 
fronts and contumelies they have met with, and1 
believe the odds will be as great,as between $axls 
thouſands and Davids ten thouſands. Tis cer- 
tain that the return made to the firſt injury pro- 
vokes anew one; men being ſo partial to them- 
ſelves,that he who receives aharm by way of re- 
- faliation, never reflefts on his own firſt guilt, 
but looks on-it as anaked zzjury, and ſopurſues 
his Revenge, which has again the ſame effect on 
the other, and ſo this wi/d-fire runs round, till it 
have ſet all in a flame 3 made the ſaddeſt vaſtati- 
ons, not only in mens »2i:zds, but their outward 
concernments too, in the many fatal outrages, 
which theſe _ contentions occaſion,all which 
would be avoided by a meek diſregard of the firft 
provocation : Sothat although ſome injuries may 
fall upon the Paſſive man, yet infallibly there 
| would be no broils-and quarrels, which are alone 
, the great accumulators and multipliers of inju- 
4 ries 5 which alone demonſtrates how unjuſtly 
mecknefs is charg'd with ſo muck as an accidental | 
produdti- 
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uctionof them 3 and vindicates that precept 
of Chrift which has fallen under ſomuch,not only 
cavil but ſcor# 3 it appearing that to abſtain from 
Peyengh, and refer the hazards of that to Gods 
providence ( which is the importance of his com- 
mand to twrs the cheek ) is the greateſt even moral 
' ſeenrity againſt violexce,and fo approves our Law- 
giver ( in thisſo decried particular ) tobe as well 
the wonderful Counſelor, as the Prince of Peace. 
I'N the next place, if we weigh the.precept of 
humility and lowlineſs in the balarce of ſober dil- 
courſe, we ſhall certainly find it hold a juſt weight. 
Indeed pride is nothing but decezt, a meer cheat 
and delufion, and ſo every man can diſcern it in 
another, we there are able to trace the windings 
ofthis Serpert, and ſay this man thinks himſelf 
more wiſe, this more learned, a third more holy 
than he 1s : yet alas ! in our own breaſts we dit- 
cern not the 4buſe,ſuticr him toperſwade 4s what 
he but promis'd to our firſt Parents, that we are as 
Gods, ſomething ſo ſuper-excel!ent, that all muſt 
reverence and adore - And herein we take him 
at his word, never ſuſpe&t theſe glorious 4ttri- 
butions may be no more than complement or Flat- 
tery 5 or what is no leſs obvious, deriſfior and 
ſeorn. To aconfidering man 'twould be a {hrew'd 
preſumption againſt whatever pride ſuggeſts, that 
*tis attended always by ſe/f-love, which is, as it 
were, the common Settertoall thoſe cheats which 
circumvent and fool us : But there want not alſo 
more convincing proofs of ts deceitand unfince- 
rity. When'e're we overween and believe well of 
| | our 
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our ſelves, it is in contemplation of ſome i-ragi- 
nary or elſc real good 3 ſomewhat a Man has not, 
or ſomewhat that he bas : If we do it eponthe for- 
mer account, that 1s undeniably a groſs delnſtoz 3 
a kind of deceptio. viſes, a filling the Eye with 
phantaſtick Aerial Images, which have no ſolid 
Being : And God knows,ſuch Phaſmes, ſuch Ap- 
paritions are moſt of thoſe excelencies which men 
applaud in themſelves; things conjur'd up by the 
Magick of a ſtrong imagination, and are only 
ſeen withia that Circle in which the Enchaxter 
ſtands : And though Satar be the grand Maſter 4 
this black Art, yet his Pupils are now grown 1o 
dexterous, that he ſeldom needs to be call'd in; 
our own partialities and fondneſles toour ſelves, 
are abundantly ſufficient for the purpoſe. But if 
in the /econd place we ſuppoſe the things to be re- 
ally exiſtent in us, yet pride runs usupon an other 
error no leſs dangerous than the ſorwer,for it be- 
trays us to miſtake the true owrer of them, em- 
boldens us to ſet our own mark upon thoſe rich 
Wares, ia whoſe acqueſt we have not been fo 
much as FaFors; God is the one great Author 
and Proprietor of all that is or can be valuable in 
us; to his Providence or his Grace we owe all the 
accompliſhment of our outward or inward man, 
and though he allows us the »/e and benefit *of 
them, yet the glory is a ſpecial royalty which 
( as the Gold or Silver Mines of a Nation) is re- 
ſerved to his Crown, anincommunicable piece of 
his Regality. And how wofully does our pride 
befool us, whea it brings us in ſuch falſe Tnwerto- 
ries 


mm 258 Ss En * O __ bo DES? he 5 Tl 7 Pe £2 * IP OOTY” Ps £ i Es: . * Go OPS Fr 5> Fe EY. * _ bay p0 ns. 
2  ifiſchiefs atilias Khanes 1 
4 iſchiefs atiſitg Chap. 5. 


ts, 


ries of our goods, makes us dream our ſelves rich 
by anothers wealth 3 like children that call every 
thing theirs which looks ſplendidly,or the mad Athe- 
321 celebrated by Horace fot his happy phreanſie, 
that reſolv'd all the Ships and Wares his owtt that 
came into the Cities harbour : But how more ſadly 
does it betray us, when it thus puts us upon the 
invaſion of hzx propriety, who is not asthe impo- 
tent Monarchs of the earth, unable to aſſert his 
own rights, but can certainly vindicate himſelf 
to our confuſion, againſt whom no rebellion can 
be any longer proſperous than he willingly per- 
mits it, and who has ſolemnly avowed he will not 
give his glory to another : And when our pride 
makes us thus both ridiculous and miſerable, 
when it ſeduces us not only into the folly of chz1- 
dren and extravagancies of Luraticks,but at once 
into the guilt of bold, and puniſhment of improſ- 
perous rebels: Certainly reeſor can never be- 
come its Advocate, or put in any demur tothat ſer- 
tence which excludes fo treacherous a greſt out of 
mens hearts3z whichis the ſoleaim of thoſe /aws 
of humility which Chriſt has given us. _ 
NOR will the Precepts of temperance and 
purity find any worſe doom at this Bar, the con- 
. trary vices being ſuch indignities and contumelies 
unto humane nature, as can never find any conn- 
tenance from this Supreme part of it - 'Tis the 
prerogative of our Reaſon, that it diſcriminates 
us from, and elevates us 4bove beaſts : Nor can't 
ever be brought to reſign this ſo glorious a privi- 
ledge, afſentto the admiffion of thole bratith ap- 
; | petites 
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ſuperior with it#ixferior faculties 3 confound the 22 
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diſtinftion of rational and ſenſitive, and in a 
word, render the Beaſt ſo ravenous as to eat up 


the Man. Yet thws it is in thoſe ſordid Sins of 


intemperance and ancleanneſs, unlels perhaps they 
are fþ much worſe than beaſtia! that I wrong the 
generality of the Brutes in the compariſon, 1t be- 
ing only ſome few of them, the very beaſts of the 
Beaſts that are guilty of any ſuch exceſſes; for 
generally their appetites do not tranſgreis the re- 
gular ends of nature, they know no ſuch diſeaſe 
as ſurfeiting, but eat to fatisfie hanger, and 


couple at ſuch ſeaſons as beſt tend to preſerve 


their kind 3 and then 'tis to be conſider'd, how 
baſe, how degenerows a defcent it is for us to 
{toop, not only below our own nature, but theirs 3 
what a ſolitude theſe vices reduce us to, that not 
ſo much asthe nobler ſort of beaſts will bear us 
company we mult wander upon the mountains to 
court a Goat, we muſt rake the -z;re to find a 
Swine, before we can furniſhour ſelves with any 


| 4ſſociates + And ſure all this ſo open an hoſtility 


againſt Reaſon, that it can by no means be her 
intereſt to abet it. Ask her whether ſhe would be 
preſt to death with loads of meat, whether ſhe 
would be drown'd in flouds of drink, whether ſhe 
would be ſuffocated with the 240i ſome vapoars of put- 
trefaFion and rottenneſs, and the a» fiver ſhegives 
to theſe tells you her ſerfſe of Gluttony, Dranken- 


eſs and UVncleanneſs: Alas! ſhe fuffers fromthem - 


the moſt barbarous'omrages, is invaded not only 
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in het authority, but her very being,and therefore 


'* even upon the ſo celebratedPprinciple of ſelf-pre- 
ſervation, muſt muſter all her forces to vindicate 
the injury and defend her ſelf And then cer- 
tainly Chriſfts Command: of ſobriety and purity muſt 
needs be entertain'd with all alacrity and gl/adneff, 
as an acceſſion of ftreweth to her party, an aid to 
a{liſt her 1n that juſt and neceſlary War. 

AND as reaſoz thus pronounces againſt the 
fins of the. fleſh, ſo in the next place does it cer- 
tainly againſt thoſe of the world. Manmmor 
himſelf will not be able to bribe this Judge, but 
when Chriſts precept of Charity and liberality 
comes before this tribunal, it will infallibly be 
not only acquitted but ragnified and applauded, 
be call'd from the Barto the Bench, Commillion- 
ed like the Jews, Heſt, 9. To bear rule over then 
that hated them, to diſſipate at once the wealth 
and the covetouſneſs of the worldling; have the 
keys put into his hand 3 that it may have free ac- 
ceſs to his Coffers 3 this certainly muſt be the 
event of this trial, for 'tis confefledly the part of 
reaſon to diſpoſe every thing to thoſe ſes which 
are moſt proper and advantageows, ſuch as may 
bring in molt real benefit tro the owner. Now 
what other employment of wealth is there (alter 
competent accommodations are provided) which. 
can contribute to a mans felicaty? If it be Jaid 
out like the rich mans in the Goſpel iz delicious 
fare, - or Purple and fine Linnen; certainly 1t 
makes no leaſt approach towards it. Firſt, for 
excethive Fare, if a man be rot exceſſive too in the 

| eating, 


; | #42358 " 
bt Ew Wnt N48 vo i 


"4x 4 


Chap.5: from Carnal Conſideration. 87 


tural propriety to the eye, and can makenoim- 
preſlions of pleaſure there 3 but if he be voraciows 
and intemperate, 'tis then ſo far from making 
him happy, that it dejetts him into the forlorn con- 
dition, even now mentioned, ſcts him. at odds 
with his reaſon, his very -:anhood, nay, I may 
add with his very ſexſe too 3 the diſplacencies that 
he receives by the conſequencies of his exceſs,far 
out-weighing all that is grateful in it. This 1s 
well deſcrib'd by the Wiſe mar, Ecclus.31.19. 

AS for thegayety of apparel, that can never in 
ſober judging be thought any advartagez tis that 
which only youth and folly putsa valueupon, and 
as we out-grow the one, ſo we do the other: All 
that 15 convenient in Cloaths 1s as well, nay, bet- 
ter provided for without it : A rich ſuit 1s only 
heavier, not warmerthana plain 3 and it is a kind 
of prodigy to ſee how heavily vanity, which is in 
itſelf ſo light, fitsupon ſome men 3 who are con- 
tent even to make themſelves Porters, ſo their 
Tailors may lay onthe barthen : And thus in 
other inſtances the fineneſs of Cloaths deſtroys 
the eaſe, ſo that it often helps men to pain, but 
cannever rid them of any 3 the body may be lan- 
guiſhing and infirm under the moſt ſplendid co- 
ver: Herods royal apparel_ſccures him not from 
being eater with worms; and Lazarus his Ulcers 
would have been never the leſs painful, though 
they had been wrapt in Dives his fine Linen. 


OR if the wealth belaid out on any other part 


of that the world calls greatneſs, as an honourable 
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eating, what does he enjoy of it? Meat hasnona- | 
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8 Miſchiefs ariſing Chap.s5. 
retinue, Troops of attendance, and the like 3 the 
return will be no leſs empty : Multitudes of un- 
profitable ſervarts being a great burther, but no 
degree of advartage 3 alas! does my meat relifh 
ever the better, becauſe my table 1s ſurrounded 
with waiters £ Or when go out, does my traiz 
of followers make the Air the more refreſhing to 
me, does not rather the dxſtthey raiſe make it «ſs 
annoy and ſtifle me? As for matter of buſineſs, the 
number of ſervants tends rather to hinder than 
advanceit 3 daily experience atteſting, that in 
crouds of domeſticks every one of them thinks his 
idleneſs will be hid: the care of doing and the 
guilt of omitting is transferr'd from one to anv- 
ther, and none has any farther thought, than how 
he may quit himſelf either of the barthen or the 
blame 5 \othat upon the final account all that ac- 
crues to a Maſter by the greatneſs of his family is 
the excreaſe of his care 1n the regiment of it: A 
great deal of vigilance and circumſpettion being 
requir'd to keep it jn any tolerable order, andif 
It be not ſo kept, his Houle becomes a wildernef, 
and himſelf'a prey to the Beaſts he feeds : The li- 
centiouſneſs of the _—_ redounding more 
ways than oneto the damape of the Maſter. 

IF we ſhould now proceed more mrinntely to 
every other ſingle expence which vanity and pride. 
ſuggeſts, we ſhould certainly find the like ſuc- 
cels of our inqueſt 3 nothing of real felicity, but 
onthe contrary the vanity ſo interwoven and in- 
corporate with wexation of Spirit, that 'tis impoſ- 
fible to ſeverthem : So that zh#@ to employ ones 
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riches js rather to ſ#ffer than enjoy them 3 bur if 
we ſuppoſe a man on the other fide ſuch a Reverer 
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Ry 0 his wealth, that he dares not employ it at all, un- 
6 letsit be at the bazk , for the bringing in of more, 
eq | that keeps it as men do beaſtsreſcrv'd for breed, 
hes manumit them from all work but that of propa- 
to gation. Such a perſon is ſurely of all others the 


B, fartheſt from receiving any advantage by it : he 
s converts it from a ſervant into a tyrant, and ſad 


e | ; 
_ experience ſhews us the calamity of ſucha tran(- 
" mutation. It has been always held the ſevereſ# 
2. treatment of ſlaves and eMalefaFors dammare ad 
BY Metalla, force them to dig in Mines 3 now this 
S 1s the covetows mans fot, from Which he 1s never 
__ to expect a releaſe, as being his own remorſeleſs 
os and more than Egyptian tark-maſter: and the par 
* rallel holds too, in the gainleſneſs as well as la- 
b boriouſneſs of the work 5 Thoſe wretched crea- 


A tures buried in earth and darkneſs were never the 
g richer tor all the Ore they digg'd, no more is the 
'f inſatiate eMiſer,he has nopower to diſpoſe of any 
? of his acqueſts; and though he calls them hz, yet 
4 alas he poſſeſſes them no otherwiſe than a priſon- 
« er does his Goal, a Mad-man his chains, they are 

only yy of his thraldors, *and the getting 

more ſerves only to add more weight to his 


l | Shacklesz and certainly weal/h can be no way 
c worſe diipos'd, than thus to buy ſo baſe a ſervi- 
tude. 

x A ND now ſince neither the luxwriows ſpend» 
. ing, nor the covetows keeping can advantage us 
, one ſtep towards any thing that can be call'd 
; G 3 happy 3 
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happy 3 butdoon the contrary exgage us upon toil 
and wiſery - Wealth ſeems to bea very oppreſſive 
burther, ſuch as we can neither caſt off,nor ſafely 
bear ; and truly ſo it is till charity comes into our 
. Aid which as the proper element of wealth, ren- 
ders that light which gravitates elſewhere, and 
as the Elixir unto eMetals transforms them into 
Gold, ſtamps purity and price uponthem : by free- 
ly giving, endows the donor with what everhe 
beſtows 3; enriches þ7m2,and what is more,enriches 
wealth it'clf, Without this art of uſing, and 
diſpoſing our citates, we are thoſe Indians who 
change their Gold for Glaſs : that filly Fiſher-mar, 
who having found a maſs gf Ambergreece, em- 
ployed it to the /iqnoring of v. boots 5 are fooliſh 
tothe height of Midas in the Fable; who being 
promis'd to have what ever he would wiſh, made 
| his demand that every thing he toucht might pre- 
| ſently be Gold, and run the hazard that hedid of 
being ffarv'd by our unhappy aifluence : Men 
ſay indeed that Gold by preparation becomes a 
ſoveraign cordial, but certainly it never does re- 
' Joycethe heart ſo much as when Charity is the 
Chymiſt; the poor mans hand is the beſt Limbeck 
to extra this eMagiſtery and tin@ure, the flames 
of love will really perform thoſe wiracles, they of 
the Furnace boaſt of 3 and would they employ 
them(ſclves in this /4boratory, they would findthe 
ommnipotent efficacy they dream of, ſooner iv this 
way of diſſepatirg, than in all their arts, or rather 
Fancies of generating Gold. *'Tis certainly a 
molt generous and enlivening pteafure wm re- 
ults 


Chap.5- 


no Rebel La. ot 8 OF 


Chap.3. from Carnal Conflderation. OT " 


ſalts from a ſeagnable liberality : When I fee a 

man ſtrugling with wane, his very ſpirit as well 
as body ſtooping under the preſſurez if I then 
relieve him, the humane nature within me which 
is common to us both, does .by a kind of Sympa- 
thetick motion exult and raiſe up itſelf, but: 1f I 
have any pzety that muſt do it much more 3 for as 
the former ſhew'd me my own image In my poor 
brother, ſo this ſhews me Gods; and how tran- 
{cendent a fatisfaftion muſt it be, to have thus 
reſcued him who bears ſo divine an impreſs, to 
have paid ſome part of gratitude to my Creator 
for my ownbeizg, by making my ſelf in my low 
ſpherethe giver or preſerver of that life, which 
he firſt breathed into another. This, and this only 
is the way to raiſe a felicity out of wealth 3 and 
ſurely ſrace the attaining of happireff is the one 
grand prr/xit of our reaſon, that muſt even. be- 


fore it has ſubjefted itſelf to the faith of Chriſt, - * 


give allent to the prudence of his Command 10 this 
as well as the former inſtances. 

BUT there remains a precept of our $4vi- 
ours allied to this 5 which ſeems by no means ta 
comport and hold a correſpondence with the diCtates 
of right reaſon; the taking up the Croſs, and of 
fering for righteouſneſs ſake which contradicts | 
the fundamental law of ſelf-preſervation, and 


_ the great end of being, felicity. and happineſs. 


But this ſxegeſtion, how ſpecious ſoever it appear. 
1s utterly fa//acioxs 3 for 'tis no-good conſequence, 
that becauſe reaſo aims at our being happy, 


therefore it forbids us all voluntary ſufferings,fince ; 
G 4 that _ 
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that thecaſe may 'be ſo ſet, thgt ſuch a ſuffering 
may be the faireſt medium leftus to our happineſs. 
'Tis a known rule, that of two evils, the leaſt is to 
be choſen; and the elefion -of the lefler 11, 
though 1t be no abſolute, yet is a comparative 
good ; and its attainment as far as the neceſlity of 
our affairs permit, is our felicity : and reaſon 
can provide no farther. Now this is the eſtate 
of the preſent inſtance : two evils are propos'd, a 
natural and a oral; the Natural, though 1n its 
ſelf to beavertcd, yetmuch inferiour to the Mo- 
ral, and then reaſoz loon reſolves 'the Dilemma, 
that the atural 3s to be choſen: All that can be 
queſtion'd 1n this affair, is whether reaſon define 
the moral evil to be the greater, but this can bear 
no long diſpute with any who conſider but the 
nature of reaſon, which being ſeated inthe apper 
| ſoul of aman, isno way concern'd in thoſe 74s, 
which make their impreſſion on the __ part, 
but moral ills ſtrike higher, invade the mind, 
cloud the reaſor 3 nay, often depoſe it from its 
regiment, as 15 too frequently exemplified in the 
force of vicious habits,and therefore by how mugh 
our reaſon is ſuperior to our ſexſe, ſomuch are 
thoſe to be accounted the greateſt evils, which 
aſlault that zobler part of us. This certainly 
will now be the determination of Reaſon, if ſhe 
may be permitted the freedom of her vote: for 
thus was it formerly, where the bare the moſt 
ſway, and uncontrouled rule; the wiſeſt and 
beſt conſidering of humane, as well as divine Au- 
thors having eltabliſht it as an undoubted Apho- 
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rim, that honeſty is to be preferr d before both gain- 
ful and pleaſant: ſo that nothing renders*a man 
lo deplorable, as that which violates his zztegrity 3 
nay they have generally gone higher, exhorted 
men to become voluntiers in vertues warfare, not to 
ſuſpend their ſuſſerings, till they were forc't out by 


the competition of a crime but offer themſelves 


» free oblations. Thus to lufler for ones countrey 


or ones friend, was thought ſo worthy, ſo heroick, 
a thing, that zoble and ingennows ſpirits were emu- 
low of it : andit was ſo ſtated a caſe that Fpi- 
Het forbids a man, on ſuch an occaſion to con- 
ſult with the Oracle, whether he ſhould doit or 
no,it being zeceſſary to be done,what ever 111 ſuc- 
ceſs or ruine be predicted, 57s c FayarO. onuaive- 
TA&, n TNPWOt5 mepes TW 4TO-,n pvyn,and how ſeri- 
ous they were in theſe perſwaſions, ſome of them 
have praFically evidenced,as having ſuffered ver 

conliderable preſſures,nay death itſelf, ratherthan 
they would bow tothe predominant vices of their 
Age,or omit the occaſion of eminent wertue. Ari- 
ſ#ides.would be juſt in {pight of the 0ſtraciſme. Ke- 
gulus obſervant of his oath made to a faithleſs enc- 
»1y, though death and torment attended the per- 


formance. Lycurgas to perpetuate to his Citizens 


the benefit of his good Laws, as ſubtilly deſigns 
perpetual baniſhment unto him(elt , as others uſe 
to contrive for honour and for emping there. 
Codrus redeems the ſafety of his army with his 
own death : Curtizs makes himſelf a Martyr for 
his countrey, and Socrates in the ſtricter ſenſe be- 
comes one for his God: laid down his [fe in at- 


teſtation  * 
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teſtation of that moſt fundamental truth and 
leading article of Faith, woipetay as wva Feoy, the 
belief of one God. And yet we find not that thoſe 
tizres, which were ſo z/ as toſhed his bloud, were 
yet ſo bad as to defame his memory, he's not 
recorded either as fool or hypoconariacks nor 
have his ſ#fferings ſtruck him out of the liſt of 
Philoſophers : but he ſtands there the more con- 
ſfpicuoully in thoſe bloudy charaGers ; and how- 
ever the credit of the Oracle may be otherwiſe 
diſparaged, it never was on this account, that 
it had declared Socrates to be the wiſeſt of men. 
And yet both he and the reſt, had either zoze, or 
very imperfed confusd apprehenſions of a future 
reward, when they engaged on preſent Suffer- 
ring, and death itſelf - $0 that we might be 
tempted to imagine, that ſome ſtrange change 
and tranſmuutation has now befaln vertxe, that it 
has put on fo much a diſtant appearance from its 
ancient felt, that the acceſſion of new obligat— 
ons, and higher hopes, ſhould abſolve, avert 
and utterly diſpirit us3 inſomuch that what was 
Conſtancy in a Heather, ſhould be Folly in a 
Chriſtian. Certainly this is a Metamorphoſis of 
our own making, we look through deforming 
optick-glaſſes; ſuch as our avarice or effeminate 
ſenſualities convey into our hands, which give 
not on} ftravge and gaſtly, but withal ridicu- 
' lows ſhapes; but if we would conſult our reaſor, 
that would ſhew us things in their proper forms. 
Vertue and Reaſon are both the ſame they were ſo 


many hundred years ago,and where the objeF and 
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the faculty admit of no mwtation, 'tis impoſſible 
there ſhould really be any ſuch variable appea- 
rance. It Socrates were ſo zealous for the one 
God, that he choſe rather to relinquiſh his /ife, 
than to conſent to, or but connive at the profane 
rivalry of Polytheiſm, and yet be no Fool; cer- 
tainly we may as ſecurcly tranſcribe his copy : 
and though the particular Article may not be the 
ſame 3 yet if it be any thing wherein vertue 1s 
concern'd, the cauſe 1isno lels warrantable : He 
that ſuffers for a praGzical Point, is no more a 
prodigal of his pains, than he that lays them out 
on the higheſt ſpeculative. The Commandments 
may have asgood Martyrs as the Creed; for the 
ſame authority has requir'd our obedienceto the 
one, that exacts our faith of the other. Nor 1s 
there any neceſlity of Heather or Jewiſh Tribunal, 
to convert our ſufferings to e Martyrdom, we 
may reccivethat crown from the hands of thoſe 
that own the ſame faith with us. Thole that 
ſay with the moſt ſeeming vehemence let the Lord 
be glorified, may yet hate and caſt out their bre- 
thren for his name ſake, 7/2.66. 5. He that tells 
mel fear not God ſo much as he, may yet perſc- 
cute me for honouring the King wore 5 and my 
b'o:d pour'd out upon that account, becomes an 
acceptable ſacrifice to him, who has commanded 
my Subjection to the hiehefPowers. He who 
calls Chriſt his head, may yet rend and tear his 
Body 5 and if I love its communion fo well, as 
totake my ſhare in the A/2ſſacre, I approach to- 
ward that dignity and comfort S. Pay/ ſo glories 


In, *; 
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in, of filling up that which 3s behind, of the affli- 
Gions of Chriſt in my fleſh, for his bodies ſake which 
# the Church, Col. 1.24. He that muldts the 
more indcliberate Oaths; may yet enjoyn a ſo- 
lemn Perjury : and if I chuſe he ſhould rather 
make havock of my goods than my Conſcience 3 
my ſpoils become not more monuments of his 
rapine than my pietyz they plead my iznocence 
before him who wil wot hold him guiltleſs that ta- 
keth his name in vain ; and how profanely ſoever 
-my wealth 1s dilpos'd by him that ſeizes it, 'tis 
accounted to meas caltinto the treaſury 3 and ſo 
tis poſhible I may at once vie with the rich-mcr 
in the greatneſs of the oblation, and with the 
poor Widow too 1n that higher circumſtance of its 
being all. Inſumme, the opportunities of Mar- 
tyrdom are not reltrained to thoſe points wherein 
Chriſtians ditier from Jews or Heathens, but ex- 
tend to all wherein we Chriſtians differ from our 
. rule, the commands of our bleſted Maſter. If 1 
ſuffer for my conſtancy to any of them, I have cer- 
tainly my place in Gods eMartyrologie, as well as 
if I had faln under any of the ter Perſecutions. 
God was not ſo partial to the primitive Chriſtians 
as to allow them the Monopoly and encloſure of 
that dignity 3 if they as our elder brethren had a 
double portion, yetthere is ſtill a childs part left 
for every one of us, enough to teſtifie our /egi- 
timation, and ſecure us from the brand of baſtar- 
ay, Heb. 12. "Twas S. Pauls indefinite affirmati- 
on, and all times ſince have born witneſs to the 
truth of itz That all that will live godly in 
EE Chriſt 
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Chriſt Jeſus ſhall ſufſer perſecution. Some an- . 
faſhionable vertues there have been inevery Age, 
which have whetted, 1f not the Swords, yet the 
Torgnes of men : and thoſe that happen not to fall 
under Abels periecution, muſt not hope toeſcape 
that of T/aac : Ifthey meet with no Caiz to kl, 
they will undoubtediy with an 7ſbzzael to mock 
them. But in what dreſs ſoever our ſufferings 
appear, a good cauſe divelts them of their frightful 
ſhape, pulls off the zgly wizard, and ſhews usa 
beauty that lay there conceal d 3 and that not on- 
ly to the Eye of our faith but our reaſon too. 
Fortitude was a vertue before Chriſtianity had a 
name inthe world and the :very inſtin& of our 
ature whiſpers within us, the baſeneſs of being 
baffled out of a Truth or Vertue 5 yet ſucha de- 
ſpicable coward 1s every man that wants this 
paſſive valour, without which the aFive muſt find 
another namezR age or Phrenſie it may be,in ſome 
perhaps natural coxrage, or ſanguineneſs of tem- 
per in others, but true Valour it isnot,if it knows 
not as well to ſuffer as to do. That mind is tru- 
ly great, and only that which ſtands above the 
power of all extrinſick violence 3 which keeps it- 
ſelf a diſtin& principality independent upon the 
outward man, fo that it is not ſubjected to its 
fate 3 that canbe free,when the body 1s faſt Hound 
in Miſery and Iron, ſound and healthy, when that 
groans under torture, and 1s never more SFrong 
and vital, than when that lazgniſhes and expires 3; 
and this is ſo deſirable, ſo tranſcendent a privis: 
ledge, as reaſon cannot but aſpire to: and this is 

It 
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ces us when we thus ſuffer for righteouſneſs ſake 
our Minds are all /;zeht, what darkneſs ſocuer in- 


volve our exterior part, and 1s like Goſhen ex- 


empt and ſecure, when that falls under all the 


Plagues of #g ypt. 

' AND what reaſon thus embraces for itſelf, 
*tis not imaginable that 1t ſhould reje&, becauſe 
*tisrichly clad 3 that the Race ſhould ſeem the 


more tedious, becauſe there is a Crown within. 


view 3 or that the glorious rewards our Chriſtia- 
nity propoſes to our conſtancy, ſhould be eſteem- 
ed as menaces and threats, Temptations to deſert 
or turn Apoſtates. No certainly, Reaſon cannot 


diſpute, and make an jrference ſoutterly il/ogical, - 


but will rather uſc it as an exforcemert of its for- 
mer concluſion, eſtabliſh it the more firm and im- 
movable by having the baſzs thus enlarged, ha- 
ving reward added to vwertue, and happineſs en- 
tail don duty. If in the competition between 
two Evils, reaſor pronounce the leſſer eligible - 
Much more will ſhe reſolve, when the conteſt is 
*twixt good and evil, the greateſt Evil and the 
greateſt Good 5 and chuſe that exce/ence which 
though ſuperlative in itſelf, is more endear'd and 
heightned by compariſon. If I violate my rea- 
ſon, if I renounce vertze, though bare and na- 
ked, then ſurely 1 do it yet more when ſhe is thus 
accompliſht and adorn'd 3 when beautified on pur- 
poſe to allure the eye, and take the heart. When 
over and above the poſitive donation of Happi- 
neſs,ſhe adds a reſcue and releaſe from z»;/ery,and 
Sf equally 


eMiſchiefs ariſing —_ Chap.5. ; 


it to which this excellent precept of Chriſt advan- 
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that of Puniſhment alſo- 


equally obliges by the diſtant proſpects of a Hell | 
and Heaven. So that not only the Goſpel-promi- 
ſes, but even menaces and threats become a wea- 
pox in the hand of reaſor,when ſhe ſtands upon her 
euard, and fights for vertizce. If ſin preſent itſelf 
as my ProteFor from a temporal Calamity, ree- 
ſor will tell me hence, that the profer'is inlidi- 
ous,it expoſes me to that which 1s i»finitely worſe 
than what it pretends to ſave me from; and that 
not only in the former reſpect of Guilt, but in . 
What a cheat 1s it to 
keep me out of the durgeov, and ſend me tothe 
bottomleff pit, to ſave me from a temporary fire, 
and thereby mark me out as Fuel for eternal 
. flames; to take me out of their hands who can 
kill the body, to put me into hs who can deſtroy 
both ſoul and body in Hel/? Reaſon tells me I am 
to abhor the turpitude and:foulnef of a Crime; 
and it tells me too, I am to'dread the miſery and 
Smart of italſo. It would not have me wallow 
in the -rire, though it were ſafe, much leſs when 
It is full of 4ſþs and Yipers, which will infallibly 
ſting me to death. It cries out with Joſeph, How 
ſhall T do this great wickedneſs,and ſin againſt God ? © 
And it cries out with E/ay too,WWho car dwell with 


everlaſting fire? In a word, by the domeſtick 
native /ight of the candle of the Lord (et up within 


our breaſt, it ſhews the uglineſs of fi 3 and ſhews ' 


it too by the affrightful diſmal blaze of thoſe wn- 
quenchable flames it kindles : Thus by the diffe- 
rent arguments of terror and endearment, of love 
and fear, of intereſt and duty, read allerts this 
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ſcorn'd, decried,negleCted precept : Take her as 
mere Payrrim abſtrafting from the expeCation of 
, rewatd or puniſhment 3 ortake her as a Proſelyte 
to Chriſt, contemplating his promiſes and threats, 
if there be hoxeſtz,' or if there be religiv#, in ei- 
ther inſtance the Soul muſt ftill conclude, that 
AﬀtiGion is to be choſen rather than Tniquity. - 
AND ifit bereaſonable thus to reſtſt ever un- 
to bloud ſtriving againſt ſin, if reaſon blow the 
trumpet, ſound the alarm to this ſolemn war, 
then ſurely it preſcribes ſomething of Martial 
diſcipline to prepare and dilpoſe us for thoſe com- 
bats. No expert General will bring a company 
of raw untrain'd meninto the field, but will by 
little bloudleſs skirmiſhes inſtru them in the 
manner of the fight, teach them the ready mana- 
ery of their weapors5 and of this ſort are al! 
thoſe voluntary ſelf-denials, and lighter auſteri- 
ties which Chriſtianity commends to us, which 
become neceſlary not ſimply for themſelves, but 
as inſtruments towards a higher end. The Mi- 
litary fame the Romans had inthe world was at- 
_ Chieved by the exa& diſcipline of their Camps, 
enuring their Souldiers to labour and hardſhip. 
And, as Tatitws tells us, when a /org peace had 
flackned the reins of diſcipline, that aFive hu- 
mour, which was wont to be ſpent on the Enemy, 
recoil'd, and flew in the face of their Comman- 
ders, begat nothing but #ntinzes and diſorders 
and certainly 'twill be the ſame itn! our Chriſtiar 
warfare, if we abandon our ſelves to Eaſe and 


Sloth, never attempt to wreftle with a difficulty. 
; but 
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but keep our ſelves in the poſture the 7/7azlites 
Camp was in at Moſes's deſcent from the Mount, 
eating and drinking, and riſing up to play 3 our ap- 
petites will grow licentious and infolent, paſt 
our controul and guidance. If we treat them 
with ſuch an indulgence as is recorded of David 
to Adoniah, never ſay ſo much as why haſt thou 
done this © Tis not to be expected but they will 
Rebel, though a Solomon fit in the Throne. For 
alas, how is 1t imaginable, that he who never de- 
nicd himſelf any the ſpra//eſt or moſt trifling plea- 
ſare.he had a mind to, ſhall on a ſudden deny af 
inthe grof? He who has projetted many but never 
wav'd one Opportunity of ſhewing his wit, how 
ſhall he find in his heart to become a fool for 
Chriſt? He that has gratified his palate with all 
that pretends to be guſtful to it, how ſhall hede- 
ſcend to the bread of affliFion ? Or he that never 
tried to mils a Meal, how will he entertain the 
unwelcome contrariety of not knowing where to 
get one? He who has never abated any thing of 
rhe utmoſt pomp he could reach, how will he 
brook the want of neceſſaries; or trom his Houſe | 
ceil'd with Cedar, and painted with Yermilion, be 
content with his Saviours Lot, not to have where 
to lay his head? In ſhort, how ſhall he who never 
could pare off any of the excreſcencies, the mere 
vanities and gaieties of an eſtate, part with it a// 3 
or lay down that life for Chriſts ſake, from which 
he never ſubſtrafted one ſmalleſt pleaſure  Suf- 
fering is a thing to which the ſenſitive part of us 
has an Innate averſion, and Averſions are, not to 
| be 
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be ſubdued at once, but by gentle and eaſie de- 
grees 3 and cuſtom mult have introduc'd a ſecond 
nature, before that original part of our temper 
will be ſupplanted. And 'tis therefore highly rea- 
ſonable for every manto aſpir® to the dominion of 
himſelf, to keep his affeF;ons within his own po- 
wer and command; and though he have no intereſt 
at-all in the greater, enjoy a ſoveraignty in the 
tefſer World : Soin orderto that, 'tis as reaſon- 
able todiſcipline and tame them by ſome volunta- 
ry a&s of reſtraint, like Hannibal, ſometimes to 
paſs by that water to which his thirſts do moſt impor- 
tunately invite him. To try by little s4irmiſhes 
what ſtrength and skill he has, before he runs the 
fatal hazard of a baztel. To deny himſelf in the 
lefler inſtances, that ſo when the greater come, 
they may not have the diſadvantage of Uncouth- 
neſs and perfeCtStrangeneſs to enhanſe their dif- 
fienlty ; andthis muſt certainly be acknowledg d 
reaſonable, or elſe we muſt condemn almoſt all 
the receriv'd rules of humane tranſations, which 
generally have this for their ground-work,, that 
men muſt paſs through the firſt principles and low- 
eft rudiments of any Art, before they can arrive 
at its height. Men ſerve 4pprertiſhips to Trades, 
and think not themſelves the firſt day Maſters of 
their craftz we advance in /earning by leifurable 
and {low ſteps,and skip not from the 4 ZC to the 
AMetaphyſicks: And certainly the kill of Chriſti- 
an ſuffering 15 not the caſteſt of all Trades or $c;- 
ences 3 but will require ſome time of 1nitiation, 


| many repeated Trials and Eflays to bring us into 
kn an 
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Chap.s: from Carnal Conſideration. 'n6J * 


an acquaintance withit : To convince our wnder- 
ſtandings, and perſwade our wil/s, that t0 loſe our 


lives is to ſave them; and to be faithful unto the - © 


death, 1s the beſt way to gain a crown of life, 

I F Tſhould now proceed to every other pre- 
cept of Chriſt, and examine it by the rules of ſo- 
. ber diſcourſe, we ſhould infallibly find them fo 
rational as befits the Laws of hi#: who is the eter- 
zal reaſon; but having made theſe eſſays in ſome 
of the moſt oppos'd Inſtances, I ſhall preſyme 
theſe may pals as the repreſentatives of all the 
reſt ; and the acquittalthele have received at the 

Tribunal of Reaſon virtually involve them all. 
AND now fiance both conſcience and reaſort 
have pronounc'd the ſame of Chriſts Laws, that 
Pilate did of his Perſon, that they find in them no 
fault "at all > methinkF7,dges ſhould have the 
ſame priviledge that is allowed to private eAMem, 
that. in the mouth of two every word may be eſta- 
Bliſht : But if any man be to (crupulousas not to 
reſt in the ſentence of /efthan a Triumwvirate, let 
him i= Gods name bring in a third, and when his 
vicious appetites ( which were before excepted to 
as parties }) are ſet aſide, he cannot bediſtratted 
in his chozce, there, being but ove more that can 
poſſibly be call'd in, and that js experience, 
which being a J«dge that himſclf muſt create, he 
can not fear it ſhould be prejudic'd againſt him 3 
ſo that he may entcrtain full confidence of its #x- 
fxgrity : And no leſs may he do of its ability, this 
being the moſt infallible of humane dererminat;- 
ons; fuch as often cortetts the error of ſpeculatis 2 
_& th #3 2 
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0x ; and ſheivs us the vanity of concluging what 
is praFicable in matter from being demonſtrated in 
the Scheme or Diagram ; T he guidance of an i/e- 
terate traveler in the way that he has gone, - be- 
ing far more uſeful to a ranger in his journey, 
than the beſt eMaps and moſt exaCt deſcriptions 
of Geographers. But then it muſt be indeed ex- 
perience, and not only ſome flight and tranſent 
Eſſay. Wecall nothim an experienc'd Phyſician 
that has had one Patient, or a Lawyer that has 
. pleaded one Cauſe. Experience is the daughter of 
time, and is made up of many ſxcceſſrve trials, as 
a habit 1s of multiplied aFs: And to the verdict 
of ſuch an Experience Chriſts precepts will not 
fear to ard ; let a man puthimſelf into a ſetled 
courſe of obediencetothgm, abſtain ſo long from 
all prohibited commiſſuo#s, as may wear out the 
rank taſte wherewith his palate has been ſeafon'd 
and leave it free and diſengag'd, and then infalli- 
bly he will find ſuch a ſevozr and ſweetreſſtn thofe 
vertues, that he will wonder how he came to be 
cheated into an op77jon of their being bitter and 
anſavgiry; and will have no appetite to return to 
his Onions and his Garlick, after he has thus been 
fed with Qnuails and Manna. That this will be 
the event of this experiment there is all ground of 
certainty, and when the trial is once made, ſoir- 
refragable an evidence will follow,that it will not 
leave a man the power to doubt: Only in the zrte- 
ri: (Oo much belzef 1s requiſite, as may let him in- 
tothe demonſtration, make him ſet to that Pra- 
* Rice from whence heis to reap all thi : Andit 
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any man beſo much a Sceptick, as not to have 
faith enough to put him on the adventure,l ſhould 
at once for his convid7jon and puniſhment, wilh but 
that he might a while extend the ſame diſtruſt to 
Afﬀairs of common life : Let him doubt whether 
his weat be ſavory, and refuſe to eat 5 whether 
his cloaths be warm, and ſogo naked ; whether his. . 
houſe be firm, and lye without doors : and whenhe 
has a while thus ſmarted under his own diſcipline, 
let him but apply the wiſdom: he has thus bought 
to the preſent z»/tance,and it will unqueſtionably 
reſolve his ſcraple 3 or 1f he be ſtill too Impatt- 
ent to attend the ripening of his own Experience, 
let him make uſe of other mens. Let him appeal 
to any who has inur'd* his zeck to Chriſts yoke, - 
and ask him whether it be ga//ing and pinching,or 
whether it be nor eaſe, nay graciow. Let him 
ask one who by repeated reſtraints hath ſubdued 
and tamed his zatwral rage or pridez how he likes 
the change, and undoubtedly he will tell him, 
'tis no leſs happy than a calz 1s after the noiie 
and danger of a violent tempeſt, or the eaſe of a 
broken 7mpoſthume atter the painful gathering * 
and filling ofit. Let him ask& one who has di- 
veſted himlelf of all his ſenſual ſms, whether by 
their abſence he now diſcern not their zeceſſity, 

and he will tell them, 'tis but the ſame the primi- - 


tive Chriſtians had of thoſe beaſts 5kiz wherein _ 


their perſecutors had clad them,whoſe only uſe was 


by deforming to fit them for devouring. Let him * * 


come to the converted 1/2 moziſt, and ask him, 
which he findsthe better treaſary, his awn Coffer 
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or the poor mans Bowels, and he will be able to 
aſſure him he is become wnch richer by having 
l:ffin flore. Let him come to the devout Aſcetick,, 
and ask him what taſte he finds in Daniels unplea- 
ſant bread, Dar. 10.3. and he will tell him i#fi- 
nitely morethan ever he did in Dives's delicious 
Fare 3 that cloy d and ſurfeited the fleſh, this pou- 
riſhes and ſupports the ſpirit. Nay finally, let him 
come to him that is actually ſuffering for righteouſ* 
eſs ſake, and he will exemplifies to him the beati- 
tude which Chriſt has pronounc'd of ſuch - Let 
him viſit Paxl and $3/as in the priſon, and he ſhall 
hear them ſ7ging - Peter and the other Apoſtles 
after their $ripes and beating, and he ſhall find 
them rejozcings And Stephen amidit the Throng 
of his zzurderers and Tempeſt of their ores, and 
he ſhall obſerve him overlooking them all, and 
entertaining himſelf with a more pleaſant pro- 
ſpe, ſecing the Heavens oper'd and Jeſus ſtanding 
at the right hand of God; and why ſhould not 
other mens ſuccefles animate our endeavours 
here? In temporal affairs it ſeldom miſles todo it. 
The Trophies of 14iltiades of Marathon diſturb'd 
Themiſtocles his (leeps, till he had rais'd unto him- 
ſelf and Corntry more glorious ones at Salamine 3 
Ceſar while he views Alexanders Image np- 
braids his own flackneſs with the memory of his 
conqueſts, and inſpirits himielf to great at- 
rempts. He that returns with a rich fraight from 
a new-found-L and encourages othersto Trade #hj- 
ther alſo: Nay, even a begger ſpeeds not well at 
an Hoſpitable door, but he is ableto ſend ſholes up- 
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on the like hopes : Much lefs does he that has 
found a treaſare need to uſe his Oratory toinvite 
partakers 3 and why then ſhould thoſe few that 
have made this more precious —_— be forc'd 
to monopolize it, We being able to draw inpart- 
mers? Yet God knows, thus 1t is, thoſe that hear 
of no rarity but they long for it, as David after 
the waters of Bethlehem, can yet hear the ſame 
David cry out, how ſweet the Lord is ! and yet 
have no curiolity totaſte it : Thole whom the 
_ name of Liberty ſo captivates, that they ſa- 
crifice all that is really valuable to that Chimera 3 
can hear the Apoſile ſpeak of the gloriows liberty of 
the ſons of God, and yet like hardened Gally-ſlaves 
deſpiſe the Janmiſſion. Thoſe that hunt after 
pleaſures till the very purſuit become an unſup- 
portable pair, can be told of thoſe rivers of plea- 
ſares wherewith God offers toquench their thirſt, 
and yet inflict on themſelves the rich mans tor- 
ment, and deny ſo much as to dip the tip of their 
finger toward the cooling their own flames. Good 
God! what ſtrange infatuation 1s this, that while 
there is ſo much of viciows envy inthe world,there 
ſhould be nothing of vertuows emulation 2 That 
mens heat and vigour ſhould all ſpend itſelf in 
childiſh purſuits, and leave them thus cold and 
ſtupid to their great and ſerio#s concernments? 
And what remains to him that ponders this Epi- 
demickh folly, but to breath out Aoſes's With 5 
0 that men were wiſe; or if that betoo hopeleſs a 
vote, O that men were not ſo deſtrutively fooliſh 3 
that their raſhneſs and ag might be confin'd to 2 
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their lower intereſts: And as fools are treated, 
be kept ſrone dealing in things of conſequence 3 that 
they would not governtheir Souls by ſuch an ab- 
ſurd kind of managery,as they will not truſt with 
the meaneſt of their outward concerns. Andif 
this might be obtaind, if this fatal Oſcitency 
which has benumm'd and frozen them were but 
caſt off, they would then from the report of the 
good land be animated to their journey and rather 
chuſe to make the concurrent Teſtimonies of 
others arguments to encourage them, than /eave 
them as Hand-writings to appeal, or Witneſles 
to condemn them. And hethat ſhall thus borrow 
other mens experience with this deſign of copying 
it out, and lays it as a foundation for his own, 
thereby poſleſles himlelt of one of the greateſt 
advantages of the communion of Saints ; kindles 
himſelf at their fire till he grows bright and high 
as itz combines his flame «with theirs, and ſo 
encreaſes the Ardors of them both ; follows Ex- 
ample till himſelf gruws exemplary, and in one 
AQ receives and gives. But he that thus ſets out, 
muſt remember, that it is more than the journey 
of one day he has to gozhe mult not think(as I ſaid 
before) that every little ſaperficial attempt 18 that 
Experience which he 1s in quelt of : He that thus 
phanſies will be expos'd toa very dangerous de- 
ceit, for 'tis fure there 1s in all habits ſuch a force, 
that they are not tobe diſpolleſt but by a contra- 
ry violence, and therefore he that has been under 
the power of any vicious c«ſ?o-2,cnters at firſt in- 
to a [tate of hoſtility, _ ſuch a tough oppoſition, 
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as rather finds him Work than Plealure: Nowaf 


he ſhall upon this firſt Eflay pronounce, he is 
like to paſs a very nnjuſt ſentence ; Let him fight » ; 


on &while till he have got ſome ground,and thea 
though the War afforded him /ittle pleaſure, the 
Victory will yield him mach. Every repeated 
defeat he gives his Adverlary will be a new tris 
umph to him, and what the Komrars courted as (0 
great a Dignity, he may every day enjoy. But 
then as he advances farther to the completing of 
his viFories, ſo he does of his Pleaſures too - 
when his icr=gular appe/ites are ſo ſubdued, that 
they rarely make inſurred;on, this 1s ſuch a ſtate 
of tranquillity as gives him leiſure todiſcern, and 
enjoy the delights of Chriſtian vertue, and will 
reach him to reproach the higheſt Paregyrick he 
ever heard of it as flat and imperfet: ſo infinite- 
ly will he find it exceed the utmolt deſcription, 
that he will ſay with the Queen of Sheba, the one 
half was not told him. This is the rich prize which 
they (hall obtain that ruz the race, but it is not 
awarded to the firſt ſtep 3 and henceitisomany 
fail of it, that when they fin] the nneaſlinels 
which attends the breaking off a cuſtoms 5 this is 
luch a Gy xt, alonof Anak, as turns them back 
diicourag'd trom the Canaan they wentto view. 
But alas this diſcovers how ſmall a ſtock of Reſo- 
lution they carried out with thems for where 
men ſetout with heart and appetite, 'tis not ſuch 
little difficulties that will Fi/ in them - if it be 
but their forts they are engag'd in, it ſerves to 


| deceive the ſenſe of many uncaſineſles,nay often * 
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@#angers, he that is but in chaſe of a lilly Hare is 
fo keen upon it, that he feels not the wearineſs 
of a whole daysjmotion, and if he meet with a 
hedge 1n his way will rather leap it with hazard, 
than be diverted from his Game. But 'tis ſure in 
their (ins they ſuffer far greater hardſhips with- 
out diſcouragement. The puny drunkard is not 
diſheartned by the firſt qualms, but repeats his ex- 
ceſſes till he have overcome his queaſineſs. The 
caſt Litigant fits not down with one croſs verdi@, 
but recommences his ſ#if, paſles it through all 
Conrts, and conſiders not his own pairs, fo he 
may either weary or force the other out of his 
. right. The anclean perſon falls not out with his 
fin, how ſadly ſoever it hath macerated him. but 
ſteps out of the hot-houſe intothe Stews 3 and ſhall 
- men be ſo indefatigable in their purſuits of inſe/;- 
city, buy one torment with another, and drive 
on the year in a circle of ſuch woful Traffick,and 
ſhall vertze and pleaſure be thought not worth the 
ſmalleſt /2bour £ Can they keep themſelves in a 
perpetnal contention with their eaſe, their reaſon, 
and their God 3 and can they not endure a ſhort 
combat with a ſinful cuſtom? Whichif it have ſome 
wneaſineſs, yet 'tis both infinitely ſhort of what 
they have ſufiered in the contrary compliance, 
and beſides carries its remedy in its hand : For if 
the Difficulty ariſe only e as doubtleſs it does 

from the confirm'dneſs of the Habit, every A 

- of reſiſtance, as it weakens the Habit, ſo it abates 
. the Difficulty. It is therefore a moſt #zreaſor- 
able inference, from the trouble of the firſt oppoſi- 


tion, 
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tion, to conclude the izpoſſzbility of the future 3 - 
for if the firſt were but troubleſume and not im- 
poſſible, the ſecond will have yet leſs of the 
trouble, and ſo be yet farther remov'd from im- 
poſlibility, and the third than the ſecond, and lo 
on till the difficulty vaniſh and dilappear. And / 
if men would but afſumeſuch a moderate conrage, 
as but to keep the field, and not to run away upon 
the firſt gun-ſhot, they would ſoon find how 1m- 
potent aſſailants they had to deal with, whocan 
never ſubdue any man by ſtrergth,who is not firſt 
Emaſculated by his own fears. Let us therefore 
to {hun the reproach of ſodiſhonourablea Defeat,- 
awake and rouſe our ſelves, put us ina poſture of 
deſence : And Satan, who is as cowardly as any 
thing in the world but we, wif, as St. James al- 
ſures us, fly from #9. ' Let us upbraid our ſelves 
with our unteaſonable hardineſs and reſolution in 
our impleties, till we have chang'd 'the ſcene, 
| grow impatient of thoſe ſervile drudgeries, and 
[ ambitious of theſe honowrable adventures. And to 
animate us the more, let us fix our eyes upon the 
glorious prize of the viFory 3 and that not only 
the final and eternal in future Glory 3 but that 
intermediate which offers itſelf as the earneſt of 
That, the calm and pleaſure of a conquering pie- 
ty. The Roman (tory tells us, that the Flavia- 
niſts had ſo poſleſt their minds with the ſpoils of 
Vienna, that they grew inſenſible of all dergers 
inthe way toit, and even forc't their General 
Antonio to put themupon thoſe hazards which his 
wiſer conduQ& would have declind. And'why 


ſhould 
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ſhould not our more worthy hopes exciteas great 
ancarneſtneſs> Why ſhould not we have as great 
an, appetite to the pillaging of Satans camp, 
plundering that infernal eMagazeer of all its en- 
gins both of ire and battery, its ſtores of arms 
and ammunition, leaving him naked and de- 
fenceleſs, unable to make any impreſſion upon 
us ? Andthis he certainly does, whoby a [teddy 
pratice of vertue, comes to diſcern the contemp- 
tibleneſsot thole baits wherewith he allures us. 
He that fecks only the Praiſe of God, looks upon 
the applanſe of men as a blaſt of Air, which poſli- 
bly may demoliſh and deſtroy a glorious building, 
but cannot give foundation cr materials tgit ; and 
therefore will not ſeek far, or ſolicit its unhap- 
- py court{hips. He who deſircs to be great only 
in the. Kingdom of Heaven, laughs at the buſie 
aſpirings to ſecular greatneſs, and wonders at the 
force of that exchantment, which engages men 
with ſo extream toil, to climb a tottering pin- 
zacle, where the ({tanding is uneafie, and the fall 
deadly. He that covets to be rich towards God, 
and has enur'd his eycs to that divine ſplendor 
which reſults from the beanty of holinef, is not 
dazled with the glittering ſhine of Gold; conſiders 
itasa vein of the ſame earth he treads on, and 
deſpiſes that abſurd partiality whereof the Pro- 
phet accuſes zdolaters, to employ one part to the 
meaneſt uſes and fall down to the other. In a 
word, he that looks on the eternal things that are 
ot ſeer, will through thoſe opticks exattly di(- 
cern the vanity and inconſiderablenefs of all that is 


: —— : - ab NE 6 GL TELL a 
, Gs weed 

- by = h py = : ” 
 »Miſchiefs ar Chap,s. 


viſible 


Re dra 


s 


: ; op 
Ces : 
> FP” 


Chap.s. from Carnal Conſideration., 113 | 


viſible and temporary 3 and ſo will be equally un+ 
moved with the terrors or allurements of the 
world, and neither frighted nor/flatter'd outof 
his duty. And he that is thus fortified diſcous 
rages and wearies out his Tempter, deprives hitn 
not only of weapons but of heart too, and drives 
even Satan himſelf to deſperation and when the 


Enemy is thus beat out of the ffe/d, there remains. 


nothing but to enjoy the vidory. When. that 
relufFance and reſiſtance of the corrupt appetite 1s 
ſo weakned and ſubdued, that a man acts with 
reedom, he as with pleaſure too. A heart 
thus ſet at liberty,alacrioully runs the ways of Gods 
commandments : it faring with 7t as with a-Pati- 
ent that is preſcrib'd exerciſe for health; whoat 
firſt perhaps finds /aſſztnde and trouble innit; but 
when the obſiruFions are remov'd, and nature 
diſburthened of thoſe noxious hnmors that encums 
bred her, that which was at firſt his t454.,”be- 
comes his recreation. For we are not to'think;, 
that it is any i-rete harſhneſiin piety that renders 


the firſt e/ays of it unpleaſant 5 that is owing on» . 


ly to the indiſpoſedneſfof our own Hearts. | We 
are in the Prophets phraſe bal/ocks nnaccuftomed 
to the yoke; andif we be galled and fretted by it, 
'tis becauſe of our impatient ſtrivings, and irre- 
gular motions under it, the yoke is really no hea- 
vier than it 18 afterwards, when it is more tamely 
born; and yet the Eaſe is very-different and un- 


equal. ' And this teaches us a ſhort way tothat 


felicity we now ſpeak of, to wit, That we com- 
poſe our ſelves to ſuch a ſubmiſs and mallcable 
temper 
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temper, that Chriſt may come only to govern 
us as ſheep, not to be put to tame us as Tigers. 
Letus withdraw all ſupplies from our luſts, and 
not by any ſecret reſerved affection give them 
clancular aids to maintain their Rebe{or, and ' 
then they will not be able long to make any v3- 
gorows bppoſition, nor conſequently much to di- 
ſturb the tranquility of thoſe who have thus re- 
fign'd themſelves to the government of the 
Prince of peace: and if this cannot be done in 
ſuch an inſtant, but that there will be ſome 
previous diſplacencies, and uneaſie ſtruglings, 
yet even thoſe like the Scorpion carry Antidote 
againſt their own 5ings,when 'tis coniider'd, that 
they are but the paxgs of the zew-birth, they will 
become very ſupportable by the expeRation of 
that joy to which they tend. An enſlaved people 
think themſelves fairly advanc'd to happineſs, if 
they can get but to make head againſt their op- 
preflors, though they muſt expect many ſore con- 
fliFs and ſharp ergagemerts before they become 
YiFors : and certainly 'tis matter of ineſtimable 
joy to him, who has been under that ſad ſpiritual 
{lavery, to beſet thus upon eventerms, with his 
{word in his hand againſt thoſe, who once had him 
in ſuch vaſlalage, that he durſt not lift up a 
thought againſt themz but eſpecially when 'tis 
remembred with what invincible aids he is backt, 
fach as will aſcertain him of viFory if he do not 
_ treacherouſly defeat himſelf. And ſurely he muſt 
be of a ſtrange phlegmatick temper, whom all 


theſe confliderations will not enliven, convey in- 
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to him ſo much ſpirit-,as to make an attempt, 
and engage bim to.do that. upon ſo prefling, ſo 
great a.concera which mere curiolity prompts 


men daily toin common affairs.,. And he that 1s - 


not moulded of this cold and ſtubborn clay, he 
that has not loſt one of the elements of mans com- 
poſition, and has but a ſpark of fire in his temper, 
will ſurely have ſome warmth towards this ſo in- 
viting an experizxert - and when he has once made 
it, I doubt not, it will then joyn with the ſuffra- 
ges both of reaſon and. conſcience in approbati- 
on of Chriſts Laws, and will with Solomor pro- 
nounce of this ſpiritual wiſdom, her ways are ways 
of pleaſantneſ;, and all. ber paths are peace, Pro. 
> 07, | 
; AND-nowit muſt be a ſtrange. violerce 
impiety, that muſt break this threefold cord, that 
ſhall diſangul the joynt ſextence of all that are 
competent Judges in this matter. This is nat 
the ſtrength of Saxpſor that brake withs and cords. 
but of the Legior that pull d in pieces fet- 
ters and chains; and though too many men 
make it their owe work; yet certainly 'tis only 
the Devils intereſt : he aſpires to the rule and 
government of us; and to that end nothing can 
be more contributive, than theſe prejudices. we 
take up againſt Chriſts conduct. A Soul like 
a Nation, can neither bear two Legiſlators, nor 
be without one: and Satan baving but that ſin- 
| gle competitor, our quarrelling with Chrilts 
Laws, is virtually an embracing of. his. When 
we ſend Chriſt that rebellious meſlage, Ne 
Wac 
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bunc regnare, weay to the other as the trees to 
'the bramble, Judg. 9. 14. come thon and reign over 
'9. And to this defiance of the one, and invita- 
tion of his oppoſite, he very nearly approaches, 
"that thus defames Chriſts commands as irratio- 


- 'nal or ſevere. The traducing of a government 


being, we know, the immediate preludiume tothe 


caſting it off; [beVing the forlorn hope to rebel- 
Yon. But would God men would ſoberly weigh 
"Whither ſuch a mutinous humor tends and when 
"our outward condition has givenus ſo many preg- 
"nant and coſtly proofs of its ruinous effe#s, take 


caution that it make not” the like wrack within 


'us : that we do not madlyexchange Chriſtsge-?le 


ſervice, and gloriows rewards, for Satans cruel bon- 
dage,and crueller Wes 6 the golden chains of the 

| ortrthan tie us, for the 7ror, 
the Adamantire links of 'the other, which bind 


"us till they deliver us over to thoſe GBains of 


'darkneff, where our captivity ſhall be irreverſible. 


If this fo reaſonable, ſo neceſſary a care may be 
admitted "twill certainly confute the profane 


hiftry of our age, ſilence our impious cavils, 


"and 1fſtead of providing us of the colour of an 
'auſtere Maſter to excuſe our ſloth, will engage 
'us to that diligence that ſhall ſuperſede the uſe 
of ſuch ſhifts, and then we may hope to ſee gþri- 


ianity have a ReſurreFion-day again, afſufffe a 
Body ſomewhat of ſolidity and fubſtancez which 
now wanders about like a ghoſt or ſpeFre, a ſhade 
'or vaniſhing apparition,which leaves no footſteps 
behind it-: and'to the re-umon, O let ns al emu- 

| loully 
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louſly contribute,” take bp every one of us his 
dry bones, and bring them to, the Prophet, or ra- 
ther to Hime who ſpake by that Prophet,to breath 
upon them, till at-laſt they be:cemented and in- 
ſpirited in aftive duty, to ſhew forth the Praiſes 
of that God who hath cad ws ont of darkneſs into his 
ztarvellow light, 1 Pet. 2.9. | F. 6 000 


wo 


CHAP. VI. 


A Survey of .the Miſchieſs ariſing from Partial 
Obedience. 


NOT HER otrtof prepoſterous Con-" 
_ fiderers there are, by whom the power and 
force of Chriſtianity 15 no leſs obſtrutted - 
and thoſe are they that contrive not how they 
may molt comply with it, but how they may belt 
bend it to comport with them.That rebate its edge, 
or turn it only againſt ſuch of their corruptions 
as they have leaſt kindneſs for. That weigh the 
precepts with no other defign but that of taking 
the /zghteſt: Thoſe to which their conſtitutions 
or other circumſtances carry leaſt repugnatice 5 
and ggme urito the Goſpel not as toa law, butgo a 
Market; cheapen what they beſt Tike, and leave 
the reſt for other cuſtotners. "SEM 
THAT thus itis with many, needs no other 
proof than the vatiety viſible inthe lives of ſeve- 
ta? profeſiors: Ove- toati behaves bimſelf 250- 
; ft, 
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- Thap.6. 7 ON 
deftly, and tells you his religion commands him 
humility 3 yet at the ſame time tranigreſles the as 
ſtri& precept of Juſtice, and will defraud him he 
bows to. Oa the contrary another is Juſt, but in- 
ſolent, and though his Sentence do not bend, 
expects his Clzents ſhould. That man owns the 
purity of his religion in viſiting the fatherleff and 
widows, yet diſclaims it again, by not keeping 
himſelf unſpotted of the world. This perſon ts 
Abſtemious, but Uncharitable, will drink no 
wine, but thirſts for bloud. He prays much, yet 
curſes more 3 whileſt he is meek, but indevour. 
Now while the Rule 1s one and the ſame, how 
ſhould it come, that mens Practices ſhould ſo 
vary,were it not for the unequal Application : did 
they take 1t 1ntire, though there might be diffe- 
rence in the degrees, yet ſure not in the 4znds of 
their Vertues, and as men would not difſer fo 
from one another, ſo neither would they from 
themſelves3 there would be then no ſuch _y as 
a charitable Drunkard,a devout Oppreſlor, a chaſt 
Miler 3 Monſters engendred by this unnatural 
commixture of light with darkreff5 but piety 
would be uniform and extenſive, and brizg into 
captivity every thought unto the obedience of Chriſt, 
2 Gor. 10. 5. And till it be thus, Chriſtianity can 
never be thought to have atchiev'd any part of its 
deſig, which was not aimd againſt any one ſin- 
gle limb, but againſt the whole body of fin. Alas! 
*tis not the lopping off one of the remote zem- 
| bers, that will render the remaining ones any 


whit the leſs vital 3 the having a part leſs to ani- 
mate, 
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mate, will rather ſerve to concenter the ſpirits, 
and make them more active in the reſt ; as we 
ſce the pruningof Trees makes them more proli- 
fick, And this effe@t is very obvious among. 
men : he who has no general diſlike to vice,ifhe 
repudiate oze, tis commonly that he may cleave 
cloſer to another;zand what he defaulks from ſome 
dry, inſipid fin, is but to: make up a Berjamin's 
Meſs for ſome other more guſtful. If the Wan- 
ton be ſober, *tis odds he thinks exceff a Rival to 
his /z/?; if the Proud man be liberal, 'tis becauſe 
covetouſneſs is inglorious 3 ſuch unevenneſies are 
caus'd not by an u#kindnef to any Sin(unleſs pol- 
ſibly that averſion which natural conſtitution rai- 
ſes in ſore ) but by a partiality to one or more 
favourite-Vices, for whole better accommudeti- 
on, and ſecurer reign, not only Vertue, but other 
Vices alſo mult give place. 

AND this 'tis much to be fear'd will upon a 
true account, be found tobe the ſam of many 
mens pzety, ſomething they think they muſt pay 
_ to the izportunity of their Religion, which up- 
braids them fo loudly, that they are willingto 
TFop its mouth, but yet would do it withas much 
frugality, and good managery as may be, and ſo 
conlider what is they can beft ſpare 5 what re- 
fuſe Sin which brings them in little of ſatisfacti- 
on,and is perhaps in competition with ſome other 
more agreeable: and #hzs they can be content to 
devote to the ſ/aughter,' fet it to receive all the 
impreſſions of the ſword of the ſpirit 3 and ſo-uſe ft 
2s 2 buckler to their darling laſts,to\ward off thoſe 
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Chap.6. 


blows which muſt elſe fall heavy on them 53 but 
alas ! this 1s not to obey, buttodelude; to ranſom 
a greater Sin with a leff, and totranſctibe in this 
matter the Counſel of Caiphas : 10 let one die for 
the people, that the whole nation periſh not. To 
make one forlorn guilt a Patriot to the reſt, 
whilſt i the tempeſs which threatned a general 
ſhipwrack, the precious wares are prefery'd, by 
throwing the /ef valuable over-board. 
_ *AND truly that is commonly the event ; men 
are fo jolly and triumphant when they have 
worſted a trivial inconſiderable fin, as if they had 
defeated the whole army : this poor deſpicable 
ſpoit is ſet up as their Trophy, and muſt,they think, 
witneſs for them both to God and man, that they 
are good ſouldiers of Feſws, Chriſt : they can, like 
Saul, with full confidence meet the Propher, and 
tell him they havefiulfilled the commandment of the 
Lord, 2 Sam. 15.13. though Agag and the beſt 
cattle,the reigning and fatteſt ſins be ſpar'd : and 
while they are thus ſecure, their fins will certain- 
iy be 10 alſo, have no diſturbance or diſquiet 
rom them, but lie at Eafe and reſt; feed like 
Caribals upon their own kind, be nouriſht by the 
carkaſles of thoſe unlucky vices, on whom the 
exterminating lot hapned to fall 3 and by that 
means grow to a prodigious bulk-and corpulen- 
cy. And upon theſe terms $atan himſelf will allow 
' us to mortifie-ſome ſins, nay will himſelf caſt the 
firſt flone at them: and ike a rooking gameſter 
purpoſely lole theſe petty Fakes, that he may af- 
terwards \wegp the board. i 
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F OR if menſhould give themſelves up uni- - 
verſally to al forts of III, if they ſhould ſetthem- 
ſelvesina total oppoſition to all the documents 
of their profeſſioz, he would loſe one of his moſt 
uſeful ezgins3 there could be no ſuch thing as a 
falſe deluſive hope, they might poſflibly by ob- 
ſtinacy barder, or by diverſion gag Conſcience, 
but they could not bribe and corrupt it, make it 
fit down well pleas'd and ſatisfied with itſelf. 
For when the threats againſt difobedience ſhall 
occurto the mind of one who has in all inſtances 
diſobey'd, 'tis impoſſible he ſhould find any 
falve, any way of Evading the Threats, they 
make ſo direGtly at him : but he who can alledge 
for himſelf that he obeys iz ſome things, confronts 
that to all ObjeCtions, and reſolves he is not | 
iz the lift of the diſobedient : One or two ſuch 
comfortable inſtances are as mighty, as God 
promis'd the 7ſraelites ſhould be, Dext. 32. 30. 
one able to chaſe a thouſand,and twoto put ten thou- 
ſand to flight ;, all fears and miſgiving thoughts 
are diſtipated and fled before them : and as once 
the French King in his return to the numerous 
ſwelling titles of the Spaniard, thought the bare 
repetitian of Fraxce, France, France, was a full 
ballance ta them all 3 ſo when whole files of great 
and ſcandalous Crimes preſent themſelves, one 
ſingle vertue isthought a ſufficient counterpoize., 
He whoſe. Conſcience upbraids him with all 
Profaneneſs towards God, and Inſobriety to» . 
wards himſelſ”: yet ifhe can but anſwer, that he is 
juſt to his neighbour, he thinks he has quit ſcores, 
I 3 and 
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and fears no farther reckonings : he who is im- 
merſtin all the filthinef both of fleſh and ſpirzt, 
has abandon'd his Mind to pride and envy, his Bo- 
dy to luſt and intemperance 3 and o ſacrificed both 
thoſe to Devils : yet if he caſt but ſome grains of 
his eſtate upon the Altar 3 devote any ſmall part 
of that to God, for the uſes of Piety or Charity 
he concludes that zcexſe will ſend up a Cloud 
thick enough to obſcure the other from the eyes 
of Divine Juſtice, and yield ſo ſweet a favour, 
as will perfume him in ſpight of all that Noiſom- 
neſs: ſo extending old Tobits words beyond his 
meaning, that alms, though alone, delivereth fron 
death, and cleanſeth from all ſin. He who isdeep 
in ſacriledge and rebe//ion, that can daringly ſwal- 
low repeated deliberate perjuries 3 yet if he can 
get but the demure tendernc\s, to fear 4 ſudden 
oath, he is Chymiſt enough to extract a confidence 
out of that fear, and preſumes that formal Civi- 
lity to Gods name, ſhall expiate all the real Vio- 
lations and Contempts of him: and while men 
make ſuch uſe of their partial piecemeal obedi- 
ence,itcan never be the Devils intereſito diſturb 
them i it, to awake them oxt of their pleaſant 
dream, or to exaCt of them to depoſite thoſe poor 
unſignificant remains of their Chriſtianity, which 
ſerve only to make them more Spine, not more 
' Safe. © + 

i A Y indeed his affairs are ſo ſtated, that to 
ſome he canand does, and without danger allow 
a yet far greater indulgence; he can permit them 
to bid much fairer than this for Heaven, and 
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yet knows the purchaſe is far from being made 3 
' he can fee them caſhier not ſome one ſingle fin, 
but whole troops together, and yet not fear the 
ſinking of his Cauſe : He can truſt them ſo far, 
that as the*yourg man in the Goſpe], they may be 
pronounc'd, Not far from the Kingdom of God -* 
yet as long as there 1s but ove unmortified Luſt, 
that can ſend them away {ad from Chriſt, his te- 
nure 1s firm enough. Herod may bear Fohn Bap- 
tiſt gladly, nay do many things upon it, yet let 
him but keep Herodias, and ſhe will ſoon be able 
to ſecure both her ſelf and $4tar againſt the dan- 
ger of that Competition. This 1s indeed his 
main advantage, that he can hold faſt by the 
ſmalleſt thred; and whereas to. our bliſs a conip1- 
ration and union of all Vertues is required 3 our 
ruin can ſpring from any one ſolitary Crime - 
z24ny rounds make thatLadder wherewith we muſt 
ſcale Heavex : whereas one ſtep ſerves to precipl- 
tate us intothe 4byſſez ſo ſadly verifying the Po» 
etical Axiome, Facilis deſtenſiws Averni. In ſum, 
while there is but any one ſingle finindulg'd to - 
that is the Devils tedder; and though it ſhould 
be imagin'd ſo looſe,asto give men {cope torange 
over all other ſorts of Vertnes, to taſte the ſweet 
and feed liberally on them; yet ſti}] the beaſt is 
in the power of him who has fixt the line, not 
only to be finally led away to faughter, but allo 
to have the length hortned, and be either put out 
of the reach, or quite removed from the piew of 
thoſe pleaſant paſtures. 
F OR though the ſecurity rais'd by ſuchan une» 
Wo | I 4 uniform 
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uniform piety 15 1n many ſo exactly apportioned 
to Satans intereſt, that he has no cauſe to wiſh 
the change of histcnure 3 yet where the circum- 
ſtances are ſuch, as will make it uſefu], he can 
eaſily twiſt his #hred into a Cable. . When he 
thinks one Monarch Luſt tov mild a regiment, he 
can ſetup an Athenian Tyranny, or which is yet 
wore, let in the whole populacy of Sin upon the 
Soul, which ike the Zgyptiar Locuſts ſhall over- 
run and devour it, ot leave any green thing on the 
ground, and that this is in his power we have 
ro0 much reaſon to conclude. He is, we know, 
a cunning Jophifter, and if he has abus'd us ſo far 
as to impoſe oye fin upon us, he may thence very 
regularly deduce many mores as one falle Pre- 
-miſe admitted, may be improved into thouſands 
of falſe Concluſions. Indeed ſuppoſing a man 
reſolute toadhere to one fin, he may with very 
good Logick perſwade him to multitudes of 
others. There are but two 0bje@ions uſually 
made to any Tempration 3 either the offence, or 
the danger; and theſe are uſually abjeRable to 
one fin as well as to another - ſo that this dzlemma 
readily offers it{elf: Either it is reaſonable to 
buy apleaſure at that price, or it is not : If it 
be, then contrive that the crime be pleaſant, and 
that brings its diſpenſation with it - If it be not, 
then why doſt thou Jive in this one fin in de- 
ſpight of both guilt and puniſhment ? The ter 
part of the Dilemma 'tis no part of Satans - buſt- 
neſs to preſs3 but the —_— he has too much ad- 
vantage of purſuing ſuccesfully ; if he __ 
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dreſs up a temptation to look jnvitingly,the bui- 
neſs is done. So ridiculous a thing 1s an wrever 
Piety, that even laughs-itſelf out of counte- 
nance, and wants only temptation to become w7- 


form Vice. How abſurdly looks it, to ſee a man run 


away with Joſeph from the embraces of his Mi- 
ſtreſs, and yet with full as great a ſpeed accompa- 
ny Gehaziin the purſuit of a bribe3 and how obvi- 
ous is it to canclude that the former aſſault was 
1mproſperous only becauſe not manag'd with the _ 
rieht weapon; that he might have been h3rA, that 


' would not be woed? What a mockery is it for a 


man to bezealows for God, and rebellious againſt his 
King? Asin the reverſe, for a manto be true to 
his King,and a rebel to his God? And who can but 
think, that had either of the averted Crimes been 
cookt to their Palats, they might have chang'd 
Meſſes.Indeed tis not imaginable by what rulesof 
diſcourſe; _he that embraces oze fm ſhould reje&t 
another: if it be done only uponphancy and humor, 
as the repulſt vice will have reaſon to complain of. 
great partiality, when as bad as itſelf is receiv'd 
and cheriſh'd 3 fo it points out a way to attacque 
him more proſperoully - let it ſhape it ſelf to the 
phancy, and ſure $2tuzrz, who can transform him- 
ſelf to an Angel of light, canſoon work that eaſie 
change : let the younger Brother get on the cloaths 
of the favourite Eſax, transform it ſelf into 
the ſhape and intereſt of the darling ſin, and 
it need not doubt of a free admiſſzow: But all 
this while to pretend conſcience forſuch an abſti- 
zence, is of all other pleas the moſt abſurd 3 for 
why 
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why ſhould he ſcruple at one,that abandons him- 
ſelf to another? As S. James argues concerning 
the guzlt, fo may we for the a of Sin - He that 
 faid, Do not commit adultery ,ſaid alio,Do not kill; 
and 'tis abuſive mockery, the Souldiers Ave Rex, 
to bow to his authority in the oze, and reſiſt it in 
the other. Thus unhappy is the caſe of him who 
entertains one fin, his encloſure is broken down, 
and he's acommon for all : he isleft deſtitute of 
a reply to any temptation, andlike a baſhfulper- 
ſon, will be in danger of yielding, becauſe he is 
alham'd to deny : and thisI doubt not,many have 
found experimentally true; ſome ſins have been 
committed not ſo much upon the force of incli- 
nation, as to be conſentaneous to themſelves, to 
filence the upbraidings of their underſtandings 
for ating ſo unevenly,it being jmpoſlible to give 
a reaſonable account, why this and not that, or 
that; for when by ore bold wilful ſin a man enterd 
into a ſtate of hoſt;lity with God, 'tis not a tender- 
eſt in all others will make up the breach : and 
then they think the rule of known enemies takes 
place, where all civilities are diſclaim'd, and 
the quarrel manag'd to the moſt advantage. 
The reſolv'd Adulterer could perhaps without 
much difficulty be juſt 3 but when he conſiders 
that that one Helens of his will certainly make 
a war, he thinks 'tis an impertinent #icereff to 
loſe a good prize,or diſmiſs his covetouſneffwhile 
he reſolves to retain his /xſ#. The incorrigible 
drunkard could perchanceeafily enou go be chafte, 


but when he remembers that drunkenneſs ex- 
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cludes hit from the Kingdom of Heaven 5 having 
made that ſale of his eternal inheritance, he 
thinks 'tis but good husbandry tayget as much as 
he can for it: Sotreacherows a gueſt 1s any one Sin 
admitted, and lodg'd in the heart, it deſpoils it 
of all its armour of defence, leaves it nothing 
wherewith to guard itſelf againſt any aflailant 5 
and be it ever ſo ſmall a one, *tis like thoſe little 
thieves, which being put in at the window, ſet 

the doors open to all the reſt. ; 
BUT perhaps this 4azger may be thought in 
ſome degree warded by the ratural temper and 
conſtitution of men, which neceflarily renders 
them unapt to cortradifory vices, and fo will fe- 
cure them atleaſt from ſo many as are diſagree- 
able to their Temper : but if this ſhould be gran- 
red, yet it confefledly leaves them open to all 
others, and that were certainly bad enough : he 
that is as wicked,as his complexion cannot only en- 
cline,but pms him to be,will not want much of 
the utmoſt number of fins : but whatever we can 
ſuppoſe that to ſtrike off from the tale; yetin 
the ſecond place,'tis very much to be fear'd, that 
will defaulk nothing of the weight 3 he that ſins 
to the heightof his appetite, perhaps power, ſhall 
he be everthe more z-»ocent, becauſe there were 

ſome nanſeated ſins, which he had not Self-denial 
enough to commit 2 God abſolves us in propar- 
tion to the refitude of our Wills, not the ice- 
eff of our Complexions : he that wills to pur- 
ſue whatever he can find gyſifu!, how impious fo- 
ever 3 ſhall it be vertve in him that ſome Sins are 
un- 
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«ſavoury and diſagreeing to his Palate? If it 
ſhould,there may ſo many extrinſick things be by 
Analogy brought in, either to ſwell or abate the 
accounts of our fin, that we ſhall be much to ſeek 
in the eſtimate of it. 

BUT in the third place,even theſe very aver- 
fionsare na infallible preſervative; for if they 
happen to be more moderate and remiſs, than the 
love of ſome ather fin; that predominant incli- 
zation will ſubdue thoſe diſiikes, when ever its 
tzrtereſt 1s to be ſervd by thoſe otherwiſe not 
euſtful commiſſions. There is nothing more or- 
dinary than to ſee one appetite puriued ro the 
violation of another. A man perhaps. hates 
drunkenneſs, not only as a beaſtial but wneaſie vice 3 
yet if his /ove to Gain exceed his diſ{ike to that 3 
when that 1s requilite to make up the price of a 
good bargain, that averſion muſt ſtoop, and give 
way. Aman delpiles ſwearing as an inſipid im- 
pertinent Sins yet if he ſet any great value upon 
being in the mode, and complying with the gertile 
DialeF, that will ſoon debaſe him to what he fo 
much contemn'd : and truly there is ſcarce any 
other account to be given of that great and foo- 
liſrſin. Butin no other inſtance is this ſo noto- 
riouſly viſible, as in that of dueZirg. I need not 
ſingle out any one mans particular inclination 5 
the nature of mankind doth certainly avert both 
killing and being kill'd : yet when that Phay- 
zaſax, that Chimera honour, has once poſſeſt the 
* mind, no reluGance of humanity is able to make 
head againſt it 3 but it commands as uncon- 
D Cp CE troul'dly 
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trouldly, as the Centarion inthe Goſpel, ſays ts 
this man go and be goes, to another come and he 
comes - nay as tyrannically as the great Cham 
of Tartary, who as an Eflay of his Soveraignty | 
commands whole troops to ride down precipices 3 
nay theſe Averſions are not only thus violently ' 
ſubdued by ſome foreign /f?, but are many times 
deſtroy'd even by ſorce of that very viciow __ 
ciple which gave them birth : for we miſtake if 
we think they are always vertuous, or ſo much, 
as innocently founded) Vice is often at civil wars 
with itlelfz and the vehement inclization to. 
one, ingenders a diſþlacercy to another'z bur yet- 
ſuch a riddle 1s this wyſtery of Tniquity, that upon 
the very lame baſis 1s built both the abborrence 
and commiſſion of the ſame Sin. For example, a 
Proud man as much hates to fawn and flatter 
others, as he loves tobe flatter'd himſelf ; yet ler 
his pride but once work the other way, and ſet 
him in ambitiows projed&, than all the mean 
*cptideſcentions imaginable are with eaſe digeſt- 
d, he can crouch and proſtrate, and as the P/al- 
iſt ſpeaks, fall down and humble himſelf, that by 
/ that deſcent he may rebound to the height, he 
 / aims at: bur ſtill pride is the common cauſe of 
theſe ſodiſtant effects. In like manner the Rio- 
tous Prodigal deteſts covetonſreſfs, looks upon it- 
as ſo ſordid and baſe, that he brands. ever pru- 
dent frugality as approaching too near itz yet 
ter him but once find the fprimrgs to gtow dry. 
- Which ſhould feed his lexwry 3 when he feels his 
Riot begins to exhauſt and prey upon itſelf; 
| then 
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then even that deſpiſed Covetonſnefs ſhall be call'd* 
in to its aid, to dig zettal for the Furnaceto 
melt, and ſo by a ſtrange Amtiperiſiaſis, prodigality 
ſhall beget rapine. Thus unhbappily prolifick is 
every Sin, that it carries in its bowels the ſeed 
and principle even of thoſe that ſeem the moſt 
Heterogeneows 5 and then how ſhall a man that has 
admitted but any one ſuch teeming luſt be ſecur'd 
that it ſhall not thus propagate, till his Soxl be- 
come a mere deſart, fill'd with all ſorts of wild and 
#0Xi0495 creatures. 

THERE is but oe hope imaginable to inter- 
poſe,and that is that Gods grace ſhall prevent this 
exorbitant growth of impiety 1n him, and I ac- 
knowledge that is ſufficient to do it, where it 
may have its kindly operetion 3 but where it has 
fo, it willuniformly ſuppreſs a/ ſz,and therefore 
where ary one continues in Force and Vigour,'tis 
manifeſt that operation of Grace is obſtructed, 
and ſuch a manI ſhould deſire ſoberly to conſider 
what aſſurance he has, that he who has ſo evacu- 
ated Gods grace in one inſtance,ſhall not do fo in 
another? If iz ſp3ght of that gracehe can be luſt- 
ful, why ſhall he not be as able to reſiſt it #- fu- 
zour of Drunkenneſs, Sacriledge, Rebellion, or 
any other crime to which he ſhall at any time 
have appetite? Can he imagine that God ſends 
forth an irreſiſtible ſtrength againſt ſome ſins, 
whilſt in others he permits men a power of repel- 
ling his Grace 2 That were to tranſcribe the $5r;- 
ans abſurd Phanfte,that he is a God of the hills and 
not of the valleys:No certainly,he who has bis own 

I enhappy 


n __— - 
COINS: "FER 
, 


** LY 


k 


ow WF OO Vw & ef 


2 i > Gta Fn Ns a - — bp 
Chap.6- 


re. "0 lg 
a 4 
AH cates 


from Partial Obedienee. 
a "= 


= x" wi 
" LAs 
: {I 
» 
I = FI 
+ 
- 


vahappy experience to atteſt the poſſibility of 
fruſtrating the Divine ſuccours in one particular, 
has too ſure grounds to infer the like in others. 
Nay alas, it does not oaly infer it by way of args- 
ment and deduition, but it is very apt to produce 
it by way of cauſeand efficiency « We = a readi- 
neſs to any thing by cuſtom and aſſuefaftion, and 
he who has habitually oppos'd Grace in the de- 
fence of a Lyſt, has deliver'd himſelf from that 
modeſty which makes the firſt defiance uneaſie, 
and ſo runs on with eaſe and boldneſs to future 
reſiſtance. It fares with men in this violation of 
God grace, as it does in that of his Patrimony, the 
firſt Sacriledge is lookt on with ſome horrour, 
and men are fain to deviſe arguments and colours 
to delude their reluCtating Corſciences 3 but when 
they have once made the breach, their ſcrupulo- 
fity ſoon retires 3 one draught of that 3z»piows 
gain, has ſuch a ſlupifying effe#, that they can 
without check ſwallow on, till the Sin flame fo 
fiercely, that nothing but mere want of Matter 
can extinguiſh it. But admit it were poflible 
for a man to be ſecur'd of his own compliance 
with ſome parts of reſtraining grace whileſt' he 
impugnes it in others, yet who ſhall aſcertain him 
of thac grace? It being Gods, implies'tis not in 
our power, he may ſurely do what he will with 
his own, and though his promiſe has made a ſure 
entail of it to all thoſe, who humbly ſeek and dili- 
gently uſe it - yet it no where engages that it ſhall 
be the portion of any other 5 much leſs that it ſhall 
importunately and cndleſly renew its aſſaults on 
thoſe 
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thoſe who have often repulſt and put it toflight - 
In that caſe Gods reſolution concerning the old 
world, becomes appliable, My ſpirit ſhall not al- 
ways ſtrive with man 5 and Chriſt who forbids us 
to caſt our pearls before Swine, will certainly nevet 
proſtitute what is infinitely more precious, his 
Grace to thoſe, who have ſo longtrampled it uti- 
der their feet 3 and ſo thoſe muſt be concluded to 
have done, who have perſeveredin any one fin : 
for Grace is uniformly oppoſite to all, and there- 
fore the cleaving to any 1s defiance and affront to 
it. But we need not the help of inferences and 
deduction, the threats of God are expreſs in this 
matter - The Talent is decreed to be taken from 
the unprofitable ſervant, who has not employed it 
to the proper ule, atid ſuch infallibly is every m247: 
who has not attuated the Grace given him to the 
ſabduing of every reigning ſin 3 and the reprobate 
- ind mention'd in Scripture as the moſt diſmal 
of all Plagues, the ys; «Sox: ©-, which yields not 
to the melting and thepurging force of Fire, and 
therefore does conligr to that of Hell, is found- 
ed upon the voluntary rejection of God in parti- 
cular inſtances, Rom. t., How then can he, that 
in any one ſingle thing ſo rejects him, aſſure hinj- 
ſelf that ſhall not be the event of it ? That he who 
would not have Chriſt rule entirely in his heart, 
ſhall at once be put out of his gever#»rezt and pro- 
teF;on? have all thoſe ſpititual aids withdrawn, 
which ſhould either aſfiſt him to good, or fortifie 
hira againſt zZ; arid like an out-law d perſon be 
exposd to the outrage of all chat willaffanl - _ 
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AND row would God this taight be ſadly pon- 
dered, that menwould not be their own Szrers, 
and entertain themſelves with thoſe deceitful ze- 
lodies, which will end in howlings and gnaſhings of 
tzeth; that they would not think their having 
ſome few vertues, and but fome few vices will 
ſerve to ſatisfie the deſign, or procure them the 
rewards of their Chriſtianity : for if they ſhould 
continue in this poſture, and not be tempted to 
grow worle, they tay certainly conclude,'tis be- 
cauſe Sitan finds they need not. And can they « 
be proud of that Vertue which the Devil himſelf 
will allow them? And think themſelves good 
enough when they are as bad as he wiſhes them 2? 
But even in thisthey have no other tenure than 
his Will. When he pleaſes for his intereſt, or 
even for his divertiſement and recreation,he may 
turry them to all that is moft enormous 3 con-: 
vert theit Hypocriſte to prophaneneſs, their partial 
Piety to #zverſal Ungodlinels 3 they have no- 
thing to interpole it their own Defence, not ſo 
much asa reaſonable argument to oppole to him, 1 
they have made a voluntary fale ofthemſelves for ' 27 
one or more beloved lin, and now as his waſſals' 
he may impoſe on them what others hepleates -: 
aid by their doting affection to'their Rachel, take 
advantage alſo to obtrude the defpis'd Leah upon ; 
them. And how wretched, how deplorable is © |] 
this ſtate > What a Piety is this that we muſt 2 
owe t9 the Devil, while we can be no better tharr 
te will let us? | | : 
E F this is wAIIns Hyperbole, the condition. . 
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Miſchiefs ariſing On Ch p.6. 


of every man that is not ſincerely uniformly 
Chriſtian 3 every indulg'd (in gives Satan livery 
and ſeilin of his heart, and a power to diſpoſe of 
it as he pleaſe. I know: men are apt to flatter 


134 


——— 


themſelves with other hopes,and think that thoſe 


obedicnces they pay to God ſhall like a pre-in- 
gagement diſannul all after contratts made by 
guilt, and put them into the poſleflion of Him 
who is able to bind that ſirong man, But God 
will not be acceſlary to ſuch a- fraud, even to- 


- wards the Devil; while they keep the price,enjoy 
that pleaſure or profit wherewith he bought 


them, God will never interpoſe todefeat him of 
his purchaſe. | 
AND as God will not thus forcibly wreſt 
them out of his hands, much leſs will he deſcend 
to a capitulation and compoſition with him.God 
# a jealous God,and what jealow hwsband did ever 
by compat divide his right with the Adulterer. 
Where he finds a perſevering diſlpyalty he gives 
a bill of divorce and diſclaims his relation. Yet 
ſo beſotted are men, as to hope God will ratifie 


| that alienation they have made of one part of 


their heart, and contentedly enjoy the reſt ; and 
as competitors uſe ſometimes to do,ſhare with his 
Rival. But alas? that immortal quarrel will not 
be thus taken up, the difference between theſe ir- 
reconcilable Antagoniſts will not be ſo compromir 
ſed. God diſdains ſyugh a treaty, nor will ever. 
come ſo much as to an interview with lus enemy, 
within the liſts and receſles of one Heart. And 


while men labour ſach an accord, they are but 
combining 
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combining with $84ftaz againſt God and their own 
Souls : he knows well, that while he holds any 
part, God will have none, and fo the whole falls 
to him, and then he may very ſafely be modeſt, 
and demand but moderately, and by that ſeeming 
difference and yielding, gain morethan by all his 
molt eager contendings. I ſuppoſe every man 
will diſown the having this ridiculous deſign of 
compounding the {trite between Heaven and Hel 
but certainly it 1s the natural interpretation of 
ſuch partial obediences 3 when two Litigants 
contend for ſomething which I have in my keep- 
ing, if Idivide it between them, is it not obvious 
to concludel defire to compole the diſpute and 
latisfie both parties, and is not this the very caſe 
here ? 'Tis true indeed, it carries a very abſurd 
ſound, but then how more abſurd is it for men to 
aft at ſuch a rate, that when 'tis repreſented to 
them 1n the trueſt colours, themſelves are aſha- 
medto own what they havedone? And this calls 
loudly upon them to put themſelves out of the 
laſh of their own diſcipline - to recover ſuch an 
innocence thatthey may not be forc't with David 
to ſentence themſelves, when that their crimes 
appear inthe light diſguiſe of a Parable. | 

AND this indeed is the only proper uſe of all 
thele confiderations, the danger and folly are as 
—_——_— as — ſpeculations, unleſs it be in 
order to thevreforming that ' wherein both are 
founded® Let men confider themſelves, as enga- 
ged inthoſe wild projects which even themſelves 
took on with ſcorn as enſnard' in that unhappy 
K 2 contract 
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contratt which has rendred them part of the De- 
vils pollcflion, and contrive how they may obli- 
tcrate that reproach, and diſentangle their Mort- 
gag d Souls. : 

AND for this there is but one way imagi- 
nable, and that is, by quitting their hands of that 
which they took as the valuable conſideration in 
that mad bargain 3 reſtoring $atars coyn to him, 
not only prircipal but uſe alio: caſting away the 
main (in and all the little appendages, which like 
ofi-ſcts have ſhot out from that root 3 retaining 
nothing that has his mark and impreſs upon it, 
that ſo he may not pretend to any thing of theirs 
by right of barter or exchange. This, and this 
only 15the way to difleiſe him of his Eſtate, to 
cancel thoſe fatal Indentures which bound them 
to him, and till this be done,as long as they keep 
any part of his wages of iniquity,” his title remains 
_ force, they are ſtil] his ſervants, his vaſ* 
als. 

EVEN the redemption of Chriſt has no efti- 
eacy towards the enfranchizing of ſuch 3 for 
though it proclaim an univerſal Trdks.yee it for- 
ces liberty upon none 3 he that will nail his Ear 
to the door-poſt. and defte a manumiflion, may 
continue his {Javiſh ſtate ſtill, and indeed though 
Chriſts death was deſign'd to reſcue us from the 
power of Satan 3 yet the firſt eflay of that reſcue 
was toredeem us from our vain converſation: And 
where that isnot done, which is ſo Menrially 
fundamental to all the reſt, 'tis not poſlible any 
other part of that Redemption ſhould be at- 
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\ from Partial Obedience. 


Aa 


chiev'd, unleſs we will confound the order of Na- 
ture as well as Grace, and make the conſequent 
precede the artecedent. 

LET noman therefore upon any vain hopes 
delay the one only expedient to his ſecurity, but 
pay back the earmeſt-peny he has received from 
Satan, fling away his fir, how pleaſant or profi- 
table ſoever, with the greateſt Abhorrence, as 
knowing 'tis the price of bond, and that not only 
his $49viours, but his own too 3 and this immedi- 
ately, leſt the forfeiture be irreverſible. We 
know the danger of lapling time in caſe of Mort- 
gage, but here our danger 1s greater, becauſe the 
time is ſouncertain 3 for thongh God had nothing 
elſe todoin the whole tranſaftion ('twas wholly 
our own work ) yet 'tis he that aſſigns the time of 
forteiture : he alone knows how far we may go 
in ſin, before we pais the poſſibility of a retreat 3 
how long he will be provok'd before he ſuffer his 
whole diſpleaſure to ariſe 3 and how many repel- 
lings of his Grace, and quenchings of his Spirit 
they are to which his deſertions are apportion'd. 
Pharaohs heart was hardned by God after the 
Eighth reſiſtance,and we haveno ſecurity bnt ours 
may be ſoozer, yet if that ſhould be taken as the 
ſtanding meature, how dreadful an abode would 
it maketo manyof us? Who is there that has 
eſpouſed any one beloved ſi, that has not much 


oftaer repeated the aFs of it, every one of which 


is a refiſtance and a contumacy againſt God? 
Whois there that has not done it againſt ſo many 
expreſs warnings and loud calls of God in his own 
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we ng Which renders it yet a fuller parallel, 
and 'tis tobe fear'd, too many agree with it even 
in the laſt and higheſt circumſtance, that of the 
Plagwes too, by an obſtinate perſiſting after ſo 
many Judgments ſent to mollifie and reclaim 
them; and then where the premiſes are the ſame, 
tis too likely the carcluſion may be fo alſo, 

I SHALL not wiſh any Perſon fo ſtritly 
to apply this caſe, asto conclude, that he is al- 
ready 1n this ſtate, but I could wiſh all men 
would apply it fo far, as to infer how poſſible,nay 
| how probable it 1s, that the very next reſiſtance 
ſhall put them in it. 'Tis not Pharaohs being a 
Heathen and they Chriſtians that will give them 
any ſecurity 3 it being no part efthe Goſpel-Co- 
venant, that men ſhall be ever the longer allowed - 
to trample upon Grace. All the difference it 
makes ts rather onthe other lſjde 3 the contempts 
are enhans'd to a higher guilt, and conſequently, 
the fewer atts may now lerve to fill up the mea- 
ſure. And iftheir experience teſtifie to them, 
that in their particular God has us'd a greater 
long-ſuffering, than he has given any grounds to 
exped, ifthe guilt of their Canſciences teſtifie 
that they have committed many more aGts; and 
yet ſome remaining tenderneflcs and regrets wit- 
neſs allo, that they are not yet given up toanut- 
ter hardneſs and obduration, O let themnot pre- 
ſume themſelves ſafe, becauſe they are not utter- 
ly deſperate 5 but lay their hearts open to.be 
ſtampt and impreſt by 'grace, before they grow 


- ptterly inflexible 3 [timely conlider what 1s the 


deſign 


wa. ww cr WF 


deſign of this longanimzrity, and without any more 
ſtruglings and reſiſtance ſuffer it to attain its 
aim and /ead them to repentance. Y7 | 

F O R though their Souls be not yet whally 
petrified, yet how know they inwhat an inſtant 
that unhappy Metamorphoſis: may be wrought 3 
or if it ſhould not be fo ſudden, yet 'tis.certain 
every act of fin makes gradual approaches tq- 
wards it : ſo that if God ſhould not inflict it by 
way of puniſhment, yet the mere force of Habit 
would produce it by way of zatura! efficacy : And' 
to be convine'd of this, I ſhould require no more, 


but that men would reflett. and ſee what effe&s. 


it has already wrought, how far it has advanc'd . 


. towards that fatal point. Let them ſend their 


thoughts back through every ſtage and period of 
their fin, and obſerve whether as that has grown, 
ſo their tenderneſs and relutance of Conſcience 
has not abated and decreas'd : Let them but recol- 
lect what regrets aad diſquiets they had, when 
they venturd upon the firſt unlawful commilſh- 
on,and compare it with their preſent, and I doubt 
not they will diſcern a great inequality 3 they 
will find that every af of fin hath allayed ſome- 
what of the ſharpneſs of thoſe pangs, and pros 
portionably to the frequency of the repetition 
they approach toward inſenſible + and then let 
him whoſe older Habit has multiplied thoſe A@s, 
ſadly conſider how few fteps he has to the end of 
his unhappy journey, though no extrinſick con- 
current ſhould haſten his pace. But when Gods 
deſertion ſhall, as for oughr he knows it may the / 
| 4 WY 2 
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next minute ſupervene « that as a full and violent 
Wind drives him 1n aninſtant, not to the Harbour, 
but on the Rock where he will be irrecoverably 
ſplit. 

: NOR let any man fortifie himſelf againſt 
theſe terrors, by hoping that his own ſingle (per- 
haps ſmall) ſin ſhall not have this deſtructive 
force forif it be wilful it carries in it that which 
15 progerly the malignity of all ſin, to wit, a re- 
ſiſtance and oppoſitian againſt God, and this is 
lo mortal a Venome, that the leaſt Doſe of it is 
deadly, as a man may as certainly be poiſon'd by 
a dram of Arſenick, as with the largeſt draught. 

T H E more natural inference hes the other 
way,. if it be buta ſingle or petty lin, 'tis ſo much 
the eater ta part withz he that is bound with a 
ffrong Cable, or with a mult;tude of leſſer Cords, 
may pretend ſome weceſſity of his Captivity, from 
the. ſtrength of his bonds 3 but he that is tied 
with one ſlender ſtring, ſuch as one reſolute 
ſtruggle would be ſure tobreak : he is priſoner on- 
ly ta his own oth or humour,. and who will pity 
his#hraldom, where tis ſo. apparently his choice? 
Do. not therefore ſay my ſin 1s inconſiderable,and 
therefore I need not relinquiſh it 3 but my (inis in- . 
conſiderable,” therefore I need not keep it. So 
{]:ght a pleaſure I may part with and find noonls : 
this pedling profit I may reſign and 'twill be no 
breach inmy Eſtate... And if Chriſt require a. re- 
nunciation of thoſe ſins which are as the Hand and 
Eye, (hall I ſcruple ta depoſite thoſe which are 
| but as the Hazr or Nails? I is facby 
> | NAY 
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NAY he may yet argue higher, and fromthe 
ſmalneſs of the ſin deduce the enhanſementef the 
Guilt : great acquiſitions carry ſome temptation 
in their face, but deſpicable prizes do rather 
avert than tempt. *Twas the ſign of a common 
harlot to be hired with a kid, Gen. 38. and ſure he 
mult be of a ſtrange proſtitute Soul, that can 
adulterate for ſuch low trivial wages. To diſho- 
nour God, though the whole world were tobe ac- 
quir'd by it, were great #mpiety; but todoit for 
handfuls of Barley and pieces of Bread ? Exek, 13+ 
19. himſelf brands as a yet higher pitch. And 
ſure it argues a very light eſteem of God, when 
one poor contemptible luſt ſhall be able to over- 
poize him 1n our hearts. 

NOR. is. the fo4y leſs than the profanenef, 
when there is but one Jonah to be caſt over-board, 
tis the greater madneſs to hazard a wrack z and 
let ſucha man pretend what he pleaſes in extenu- 
ation of his ſin, make that appear never ſo minute 
and deſpicable, yet 'tis apparent all the love 
which other men ſcatter and diſtribute upon ſeve- 
ral, he has united and concentred in this one luſt. 
Fhe moſt doting affeFion when it is ſummed up 
can amount to no more than ths, that it makes a 
man expoſe himſelf to the greateſt paiz, the 
greateſt /off fgr the thing beloved, And this is 
moſt viſible here, Hef is as certainly acquir'd, 
and Heaves as certainly forfeited by oze in as wa- 
2y5 and thenthough there may be odds in other 
reſpects, yet.what. is there in this, between this 
more wo:leſt-and the molt /icentiovs Sinner, but 
_ . that 
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142 | Miſchiefs ariſing EC bap.6. 
that the forzrer puts the ſame value upon one, that 
the other does upon many fins, and lells his Soul 
ſo much the cheaper.' © - | 

— AND now would God ſuch men would review 
their bargain,ſoberly confider what there is in this 
Tdoliz'd ſin of theirs, which ſhould exatt ſuch coſt- 
ly ſacrifices. Let him whoſe long intimacy and 
experience has given him accels to its moſt ſecret 
recelſles, that has rifled its bowels,and knows the 
utmoſt whether of pleaſure or prophet that lies 
there conceal'd - Let him I fay, that is thus qua- 
lified for it, make an exact inventory of its 
wealth, and then let him compare it with what he 
is to pay for it3 weighits flat and momentary Plea- 
ſures, with thoſe molt tranſcending and perpetual 
Joys which are at Gods right hand;31ts baſe and pe- 
riſhing commodiries, with thoſe unfailing trea- 
ſures in Heaven 3 and then judge of his purchaſe 
in reſpet& of that part of his prize: And if that 
be not convincement enough, let him weigh the 
other allo : thoſe ſad pairs which are too intole- 
rable to be ſuffer'd, and yet fo eternal, that they 
_ canneverceaſle to be ſuffter'd, and think whether 
that be not too dear a rate for that pleaſure, 
whoſe guſt is ſo little, and whoſe duration is 
leſs : or what profithe will have in the revenue of 
his fin, that Gold and Silver which will finally 
eat his fleſa as it were fire, Ja. 5.3. and prove the 
unhappy ſwel of his flames. 

FROM all theſe premz/es, certainly Reaſon 
and Religion do equally infer the ſame corchuſtor, 
to wit, that-men ſhould not tolerate themſelves 

| one 
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one minute in any known fin of how ſmall a fize . 
ſocver it be 3 nor ſo impertinently betray their 
Souls to ruine for that which they call light and 
trivial 3 andis ſo indeedin reſpect of the acqueſ, 
but overwhelmingly ponderous tn regard of the 
effeFs and pernicious conſequents. And O that 
mens practices might evince them to have made 
this juſt deduction, that thoſe who have in many 
things preſerv'd an iznocence, wouldnot be fo ill 
husbands as to forfeit all the advantage of that 
Care for want of extending it a little farther, 
nor ſuffer the whiter parts oftheir Soul tobe dif- 
colour'd or tincted by the reflection of one crim- 
ſon ſin 3 but rather let their tears waſh that into 
a whiteneſs, that they may be uniform and of a 
piece. For though Jacob clad his darling Joſephin 
a party-colour'd garment 3 yet God owns none 
either for favourite-&8oz, or ſo much as Servant, 
that he finds ſo arrayed. The fo/owers of the Lamb 
are all clad in white.,and 1n that attire we muſt be 
ſure to put our ſelves, if we mean to goin with 
him to the marriage. And fince the Goſpel is the po 
invitation to that feaſt, Ict none imagine he has 
complied with it till he have thus fitted himſelf: 
tillthen he affronts and baffles his Chriſtianity, 
ſends it away empty without its errand 5 nay, 
| which is worſe, proſtitutes and profanes it, makes 
it ſerve only for a Gonrd,that he may fitunder the 
| ſhadow of it, and commit his fins the more undi- 
| ſ{turbed 3 butlethim remember that he is all this 
: while breeding that worm, which will ſmite this 
: Goxrd, andleave himunſheltred to that ſcorch- 
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ing wrath of God,which will make the improve- 
ment of Jonehs paſſionate wiſh, that God would 
take away his life, his moſt rational Deſire; ren- 
der not Death only, but Annihilation alſo as el;- 
gible, asit will be impoſſible. 


| CHAP. VII, 
A Survey of the eMiſchiefs ariſing from Miſtakes 


concerning Repentance. 


NOTHER dangerous Underminer of 
Chriſtian Pradtice is the many affected 
miſtakes in'the buſineſs of Repertarce. 
Men look upon that as the grand recipe of the 
Goſpel, and infallible Catholicor againſt all their 
ſpiritual maladies 3 and lo far they judge right, 
for ſoindeed it 1s. But when they proceed to 
compound this {overaign Medicine for their own 
uſe, they do it moſt deceitſully 3 leave out the 

rincipal and moſt operative ingredients; and by 
CG ill Apothecaries, detame the Goſpel as 
the Difperſatory, and Chriſt as the Phyſician, and 
likewiſe ruine themſelves as the Patients. But 
of thoſe who make this imperfe& and DefeQtive 
compoſition, all do it not alike z ſome leaveout 
one part, ſome another, and ſome ſo many, that 


' they retain nothing of its ſubſtance and reality : 


Eat out all the heart and vertue of it, and leave 
only an empty fed, the gilding, as it were; ofthe 
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P;U, the Form and mere ontlide of Reper- 
fance. 

I N this latter rank I place 'thoſe who ſuffer 
repentence to pals no farther than their Frontiers, 
and Out-works, affign it its quarters in the ſs 
perficies of the man, the Face, or' Tongue, OrGe- 

xre; but if it attempt to penettate any deeper, 
if it ſend but one ſertous thought to alarm the 
heart, then like the Edomites againſt 7/rael, 
Namb. 20. all the forces are muſtered to impede 
Its paſſage 3 ſuch formal Penitents as theſe all 
ages have produc't. Chriſt tells of thoſe who 
disfignr d their faces, Matth. 6.16.-put on, as it 
were, a vizard only to act this part : and Eſay.58: 
5. long before deſcribes them, i by the bowing 
down the head like a Bull-ruſh, and certainly the 
race ofthem is not worn out in oor days ade- 
mure or rather a Ilugubrious look, a ſad or 
whining tone, makes up, 'tis 40 be fear'd,' the 
ſam of many mens Humiliations. Nay as the 
world has of late gone, that alone were but a mo- 
deſt pretence : ſuch theatrical forms ſtickle hard 
for the prize, not of that one part, but of all re- 
ligion : a diſtorted conntenance is made the Mark 
of an upright heart, andnone 1s thought to fpealc 
the Language of Canaan, that dreſſes it not jn an 
uncouth found - and then what wonder is it, 
that they are 1mpatient others. ſhould worſhip. 
God, as David invites, in the beauty, while 
themſelves chuſe to do it, in the Detormity of 
holineſs. : 
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BUT others make ſomewhat a fairer advance 
towards repertance, by taking in ſome of thoſe 
things which are indeed its#eceſſary concomitants; 
of this kind is in the firſt place confeſſion of Siw : 
and this after ſome ſort is ſtuck at by few; no 
man who hath not herded himſelf with the worſt 
ſort of Fanraticks, imagines himſelf finleſs, or 
pretendsto be thought ſo by others, but will ve- 
ry readily acknowledge to all the world that he 
is a ſirmer : and as to mer, 1o eſpecially and more 
ſolemnly to God. Every man that but offers at 
praying at all, thinks confeſſion a neceflary 
Branch of his devotion : all publick forms have 
evercarried thatin the froz?, as ſuppoſing it the 
moſt principal, univerſal, and daily requiſite to 
the lapfing ſtate of humane corruption And 
perhaps 'tis the | —mogg innate perſwafion of this, 
that hath ſecured that part of our Litzrgze, from 
thoſe' impertinent cavils, which have particu- 
larly aim'd at moſt other members of it.. And 
' I fappoſe this is as frequent in the Cloſet as in 
the Ghurch.: the only fear is, that there it is as 
laoſe and general too :: that thoſe private and 
particular guilts which are neither fit nor poſli- 
bleto be diſtintly inſerted in prblick,, do man 
+ times loſe their place even in private Confeſls 
| _ ons alſo. The ſhortneſs and the eaſe of general 
' forins being very likely to recommend thern to 
thoſe whoſe numerous ſins threaten too great a 
length, and whoſe confus'd fnarl'd conſciences 
render it difficult, thus to pull out thred by 
thred : but where 87s are thus moulded ap in a 
| lamp, 
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lump, they will like great maſſes of Pills or con- 
fettions keep the more, undecay'd, retain more of 
theic ſtrength and vigor. So that ſuch Canfeſlions 
are very indulgent to Sata intereſt,who fears not 
the impreſſions that can be made upon him,while 
his body remains entire - the great execution 
then beginning when 'tis broken and 'icatter'd, 
and each (in is ſingled out for a particular put- 
ſuit: and where that is not attempted, the war 
can never be ſuccesful, nor thought in ear+ 
neſt. 
BU T ſuppoſe this be done 3 and by-exadt 
enumeration each fin is parted from 1ts fellows, 
as when a corqueror purſues the flying troops of 
routed Enemies - yet if this be all, if quarter be 
allowed, andany mercy given, no. real prize is 
gain'd by this atchievement. He who recounts 
his fins with milder purpoſe. towards them than 
utter exciſion, he makes no approach towards 
the eſſential part of Repentance. He may bring 
out large Catalogues of his ſins, and call them 
confeſſuons 5 but b may, better expreſs his own 
ſenſe, if he term them rather invertories of his 
goods, for ſuch tis apparent he reckons them, 
whilſt he reſolves to keep them. Indeed there 
is not a more abſurd piece of Pageaxtry, than 
theſe formal Confeſſions, and ſuch as ſhews 
how little God is conſider'd in his great Attri- 
bute, the ſearcher of hearts. 'Tis certain no man 
would hope to attone an offended ſuperior, by 
a ſubmiſs acknowledgement of his fault, did he 
know that his purpoſe of reiterating it were 

| diſcern'd 


£24. 


% ug 
PP an * SST"; 


=, CEL $2. ts 
$5.” Soba Le 
EE 5 
RK —<S 
- Nl 
P 


dane pe Fett hat 


x48 


Miſehieſs ariſing from Miſtakes | 


diſcerr'd + and what a tacite blaſphemy is it then, 
fo treat God at ſuch a rate, as preſumes him as 
deceivable as a poor Afortal; and ſure this were 
a ſtrange Ingredient in repertance. Welook on it 
as a high pitch of impiety boaſtingly to avow our 
fins, and.t deſerves to be confider'd whether this 
kind of confeſſing them have not ſome affinity 
with it. Should I tell a man I have injur'd and 
provok d you thus and thus, and ſo I reſolve to 
do again at the next opportunity : I refer it to 
common conſtruction, whether this were not to 
Juſtifie, not retract the unkindneſs. Now what I 
ſuppoſe thus faid to man, is in the ſecret pur- 
poſe of our heart, noleſs articulately ſpoken to 
God, who needs not our words to diſcern our 
meaning. Therefore whoever intends to repeat 
his ſins, nay. does not feriouſly intend to forſake 
them, does in truth maintain and defend his vi- 
cious practice, how loudly ſoever his Tongue 
accuſes it. And ſuch clamors are but like the 
feigned Quarrels of combin'd cheats, in order to 
delude ſome third. perfon. Bur alas, the ſcene is 
here unluckily laid, for God will not be mock'd; 
nor will the Mercy promis'd to him that confeſs 
. ſeth and forſaketh, ever reach him that confe(- 
ſeth and retaizeth. Confeſſion is no farther ac- 
ceptable than as it either flows from, or tends 
to beget an abhorrence of Sin, and abſtracted 
| from thoſe qualifications it becomes loathſome 
and diſtaſtful to God. Alas, can, we think our 
Hiſtorical vein ſo pleaſant 3 that he ſhall be de- 
lighted with the narrative of thoſe crimes, 
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all this as a Phyſician; nauſeates not our feuleſt 
" alcers, when we bring them for care - but when 
like beggers we make them openly our form of 
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perpetration he deteſted ? Can it be ycerſ7 int 
his noſtrils, to have our Danghils diſplayed ? Or 
can his pure eyesbe gratified with ſuch polluted 
proſpets ? True indeed, he gladly deſcends to 


addreſs, and dread nothing more than their heal- 
ing 3 certainly their View wi! only excite his 
indignation, not his pity. And this,'tis to be fear'd 
abodes ſadly to many of us3 'tis our va!gar Ob- _ ! 
jetion to the Rowaniſt, that they make their _— 

confeſſions contributive rather to their confidence 
than to their reformation - what their ſhare 1s 
in that guilt, I ſhall not here examine, but L 
may too truly pronounce they have not enclos'd 
itz that black circle of Sin and confef, Canfeſs 
and:ſir, encompalles as well Proteſtants as Pa- 
pifts 5 if poſſibly not quite ſo many, the cauſe 
'tis doubtful is { what we need not boaſt _) not 
that More of us:confeſs aright, but that Fewer 
confeſs at af. But of thoſe that do, it we may 
but 'crols-examine, and interrogate their a7ons 
againſt their words, theſe will ſoon confels ( and 
that not axricalarly; but in a, loud and audible 
voice ) the i-validity of their ſolemneſt Confeſit- 
ons. When we fee a man that yeſterday kept 4 
Humiliation, ts day trampling on the necks, in- 
vading the polleflions of his Brethren, we need. 
no other proof how vainly and unprofitably, if 
not how hypocritically and hs as he cots 
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felled his Pride; or Covetoulny(y: and the like 
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we may infer when we ſee any man-perſevere in 
any grols wiltul-ſtn.' And of fuch, God knows, 
there are ſuch multitudes, as will give us inſtan- 
ces more than enough, how wide aditference there 
1s, between a mere Confitent and a trae Penitent. 
BUT in the next place, a paſſionate regret 
at Sin, agrieſ and ſadneff at his Memory, more 
ſpeciouſly pretends to enter us into Gods roll of 
Mourners : Sorrow has ('in vulgar acceptation ) 
ſo engroft the whole notion 'of repentance, that 
men are apt to ſecure themſelves, that the 
Wind of a penitential $87gh is ſo mighty, as will 
blow away the guilt of the moſt mountanous 
Sir - that if they have but wept a little upon their 
crimes, they have quite extimguiſht the wrath 
they kindled - but alas theſe are vain dreams, 
God who delights not to grieve the children of men, 
does not projeft for our ſorrow, but our inho- 
cence; and would never have invited us to the 
one, but as an expedient to the other. "Tis na- 
tural even tomere Arimalsto ſhunthat by which 
© they have ſmarted, and therefore ſorrow for (in 
is a very proper meansto avert our appetite from 
it : but if we have learnt theunhappy skill of ſe- 
parating tho effe# from the cauſe 3 1t our Grief 
abate not our Love 3 if we can caft kind looks at 
our ſins, even through thoſe Tears wherewith 
our Eyes are glas'd, this will fure be as far from 
accompliſhing our deſign, as Gods - leave us 
equally unpardon'd, as unreform'd. 
NAY alas, ſach Sorrows as theſe will ra- 
ther ſerve to enharſe than Expiate our _ 
( -_- they 
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they are loud witneſſes againſt us, that we know 
the malignity of thoſe fins we commit 3 that we 
have pois'd them, and find them as a talent of lead 
upon our Souls, and yet prefer them before 
Chriſts /;zght burther : that we have outvied that 
perverſe Elettion wherewith Elihu charges Job, 
and choſen affliFion rather than innocence, Job 
36. 21. and though we have felt the grawing of 
the Worm, yet ſtill reſolve to cheriſh it, till it 
gains its woful Concomitant of #quenchable fire 5 
and ſure this reſolvedneſs, this high fortitrde in 
Sin, canwith no reaſon be imagind a prepara- 
tive to its remiſſion, 'twill rather ſerve to 


liſt us among Satans eMartyrs, than Gods Peni- 


tents. 

AND indeed if we examine the original of 
this kind of Sorrow, what is there that can with 
any face pretend to an acceptation ? Alas! 'tis 
apparent there 1s no diſlike to the ſin 3 for the na- 
tural effeCt of that, would be the abandoning it. 
If T have faln into the mire, common reaſon di- 
rects me, not to fit down and cry that I am fo de- 
filed 3 but to cleanſe and waſh my ſelf, and be- 
ware of ſuch another miſadventure. Now Gods 
enmity is purely withthe ſin : and if we think to 
contract a league with him 5 we muſt e{poule his 
quarre], hate what he hates: But in this caſe 'tis 
quite otherwiſe, we diſlike only the conſequence, 
not the crime ; are dillatisHed to fee that what is 
ſo pleaſant, will not be ſafe : dereſt thoſe tempo- 
ral or eternal miſeries, which God has annext to 
it: which is uportthe matter to grieve,not becauſe 
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we are guilty but God is juſt; and to avert only 
that part of the evil, of which he owns to be the 
author, that of Puniſhment ; whilſt that of $i, 


as our own creature, we dandle and careſs. And | 


can we think it ſufficient to atone an incenſed # 
Majeſty,that we love.our own eaſe, while yet we | 
love_our ſin ſo much better? Fs it a vertzeto * 
have thgindlliliive regrets to damnation, and | 
ſuch a Vertue too, as ſball ſerve to ballance all | 
our vices? "This were indecd a compendious 
courſe to block up Hell gates, and leave none a 
poſlibility of ever getting thither, but thoſe who 
ſcaled the wall and deſperately reſolved to pol- 
ſeſs themſelves of that place of Torment. But 
alas, they are other fruits of Repentance that 
mult deliver us from the wrath to come: for 
though 1 deny not, that the apprehenſion of Dan- 
ger is extreamly both reaſonable and uſeful, yet 
'tis only by way of preparative : 'tis like the 
Trumpet that gives the Alarm,. and ſet us tothe 
battel, but it muſt not pretend to be like thoſe 
of Gideon that atchiev'd the whole victory. To 
ſee our darger, may occaſion, but docs not cauſe, 
or neceſlarily infer an eſcape. I may madly leap 
 Intothat pit which ſee gaping to ſwallow me, 
and then my foreſight ſerves only to render me 
my own murderer. In ſhort, if that formidable 
aſbedt of our Sins, make us run from them, it 
.has done us the happieſt office 5 pluckt ws, as 
St. Judelays, out of the fire : but if our love be fo 
doting, as to counter-charm our fear, if we be 
ſo bewitcht with the deceitfulnef of fir, that _ 
Wi 
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will have its Embraces, though we know them 
deadly 3 if we weep that wehave ſinn'd, and yet 
go on to fin; our wilful Gailt will defile our 
Tears, but our tears will never cleanſe our guilt. 
We only aſſiſt in the judicature againſt our 
ſelves 3 and to Gods condemn#tion add our own : 
and what we call our Penitence, becomes a ſad 
Atteſtation of our Incorrigibleneſs. 

AND asthis were Sorrow will never avail, fo 
neither will a partial and 7mperſe@ reſormation, 
and that whether it be defeCtive in reſp<& ofthe 
kind, or of the Duration: to the former we have 
ſpoken elſewhere, and ſhall not need to repeat ; 
but of the Jatter there will need no leſs cauti- 
on 3 men being apt to obtrude fallacies on them» 
ſelves inthis as much as in the other. Every 
tranſient gleam of Piety is concluded to be that 


flame in which the Holy Ghoſt deſcended, and 


though it want the main circumſtance of reſting 
on them, yet ſerves to perſonate the Comforter. 
He that whilſt the ſorene(s of his late pangs of 
conſcience remains, finds himſelf a little indi(- 
pos'd for anew career infin, preſently concludes 
repentance hath had its perfe&t work in him, made 
that charge and tranſmutation, which certainly 
denominates him a zew creature, and pronounces 
his vicious Hor extin# and mortified: when 
alas they are but ſtrew'd over with a little perj- 
tential Afhes, and will as ſoon as they meet with 
combuſtible matter, any apt temptation, flame 
out as fierce as everz3 and God knows the 
event does too often atually atteſt this, after all 
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the ablutions, and purification of-their repen- 


tance, their next work is to diyeſt themlel ves of 


their white robe, and thoſe whom yeſterday you 
faw in the /aver, to day you (hall find wallowin 
in the mire : and as with far the more gilt, fo 
ſometimes with much the' greater cor:fidence, for 
having been ſo waſht : yet !o ſtrong:y are ſome 
mens phancies poſleſt with their imaginary puri- 
ty, that they are the laſt that take notice how 
the ſcene is chang d : they comfort themlielves, 
that fin and they have had ſome little s4irmiſbes, 
though but preparatory to a cloſer /eagne ; that 
they had fixt good purpoſes, though there remain 
nothing viſible but their violationz and ſo will 
call themſelves Chriſts $heep, though their no- 
torious impurities witneſs them to belong on- 
ly to that herd into which the Legion en- 
tred. | 
THIS is a deceit which one would think 
ſhould immediately detect itſe'f, but 'tis ſtrange 
to ſee, how our wiſhes can preſcribe to our jaith 3 
and what a more than omnipotent power our ſelf- 
love has in reconciling contradictions: yet I can 
ſcarce think this innate ſtrength of corruption 
had been ſufficient for the purpoſe, had it not had 
the auxiliary aid of ſome commodious dofrines. 
My preſent defign is fo far from controverſial, 
that I am loth to point out any to which Imuſt 
expreſs unkindnels : yet upon this occaſion, I 
ſhall refer it to conflideration, whether that me- 
thod which has been us'd to quiet ſome Conlci- 
ences, be not very apt to ſtupifie xore. egy I 
ce 
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ſee one who from his preſent reigning fins,regu- 
larly infersthe illneſs of his ſtate 3 that is yet by 
his Caſuiſt diverted from that. proſpe&, and bid 
look back to ſee, whether no part of his life af- 
farded any Evidence of true Grace 3 and if he 
can but remember any ſuch time, 1s warranted 
to make that his Epocha,from whence to date his 
infallible aſſurance is told that that 7»2mrortal ſeed, 
though it may be covered, yet cannot be choaked3 
bye will molt certainly ſpring up uato Eternal 
life: When,I ſay,I lee this eafteremedie preſcrib'd 
to his fears,'twill be obvious for me to compound 
my ſelf an Antidote from the ſame Ingredients : 
To fix my Eye upon ſome mark of Regeneration 
Which at ſome time or other, I either have, or 
phancied to have had'upon me,and with the ſted- 
faſt beholding of that, as of the brazen Serpent 
be fortified againlt all the vevome of my fiery luſts ! 
Caſt in this one ſtick, and with it ſweeten all the 
waters of Afarab, ſecure me againſt all the bit- 
ter effects of my preſent guiltss How fatal an 
influence ſuch diſcourlings -as theſe are apt ta 
have on practice, is too obvious both in the cauſe, 
and effect : Ineed not examine the — of 
that grand Principle on which they arc faunded5 
ſince if that were admitted,yet it will not juſtife 
the before-mention'd Superſtructure - for ſuppole 
it receiv das an infallible truth, that grace iftrue 
can never be loſt : yet 'tis, by the confeſſion of 
all, ſo cafie to bedeceiy'd jn judging what is ſq, 
and our partialities to our ſelves are ſolikely.tq 
betray us to. that. deccitz that theſe Corellaries _ 
"330 L 4 men 
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men deduce thence for their perſonal aſſurance, 
can never partake of the ſuppos'd infallibility of 
thole premiſies they derive from.and conſequent- 
Iy are much tooilight 2 baſ{s for men to truſt with 
ſo great a weight, as is that of their preſent com- 
fort and future ſlate. | 
SEVERAL other pernicious errors there 
arc in the matter of Repertance which men fall in- 
to, ſhall ſay, or rather aſpire toz make it their 
ambitionto be under their covert and patronage, 
and with extream Violence to their _ as well 
as rel;gron,climb up to thoſe caſtles in the arr,and 
there fortifie themſelves impregnably againſt all 
the ſacred Artillery of Divine threats. Their 
falſe confidences ſerve them as feather-beds,not on- 
ly to fleep ſecurely in, but to dead al bubets that 
are ſhot againſt them. But of all thoſe deceitful 
refuges, there isnone more treacherous, and yet 
more confidently and univerſally reſorted to,than 
that of a Repentance in reverſion, to commence no 
body knows when, ſome months or years hence, 
when this buſineſs is diſpatcht, that Juſt ſatiated 3 
or indeed to bear the ſame date ( if not a later) 
with their laſt Will and Teſtament. This 1s that 
unhappy retreat to which thouſands fly as the 
routed Syrians to Aphek, 1 Kings 20.30. till they 
are entomb'd in that wa/, whole ſhelter they ſo- 
Ticited : How deſperate the hazard of ſuch pro- 
craſtination is, hath been-ſo convincingly demon- 
ſtrated by better Pens ; that #rumpet hath been 
blowed Gloud by all our ſpiritual watchaver,that 
there remains nothing ſeaſonable; butto wonder 
whence 


ere Ph G3. HS. 3 T TT _ "oo 


EE —_ 


concerning Repentance. IS7 


Chay.7. 


whence men have got that Lethe which ſecures 
them their ſleepin ſpight of that Alarm: and cer- 
tainly 'tis matter of the greateſt aſtoniſhment to 
obſerve the (tupid, yet common boldneſs of men, 
who ſo fearleſly expoſe themſelves to this moſt 
formidable of perils 5 who yet in things of farleſs 
danger and lighter conſequence are ſo nicely ti- 
morous,that no ſecurity is thought enough; every 
the remoteſt danger to their outward concerns, 
excites their preſent vigilance to avert it- but 
here that order 1s molt abſurdly inverted, and the 
preſent imminent danger is aſlign'd and put off to 
their future care. Let the Phyſician tell them he 
obſerves fome Symptomes of a latent Malady, 
ſome aptitudes or firſt Cauſes of a Diſeaſe; what 
haſt is there made to meet that Enemy i» the 


frontiers, before it advance toofar? All Arts of 


prevention areus'd,and ſuch uncalie remedies ſub- 
mitted to, as perhaps out-bid the pairs of the Diſ- 
eaſe. In like manner let a Lawyertellthem he has 
ſpied ſome defeCt in an entail, which may perhaps 
in the next age pive ſome interruption to their 
deſign of having their houſes endure for ever,P/al. 
47. how ſolicitous are they to repair that error, 
and leave nothing to the mercy of: a Law-quirk? 
And in both caſes thank the vigilant care of their 
informer that gave them notice of their danger : 
but let the Divinetell them he ſees their Souls 
languiſhing under the moſt mortal diſeafes3 that 


they have actually forfeited their inheritance in 


the land of the living, they can hear it uncon- 
cernedly ; ſay, oratleaſt think thaſe cares are to 
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be remitted to Felix his more convenient ſeaſon, 
that when their Bodies are as infirm as their Souls, 
then care may be taken for both together. That 
*tis enough for their fpiritnal Life to commence, 
when the zatural is expiring, and thentoprovide 
for everlaſiing Habitations,when they are putting 
off their Earthly Tabernacle - as for the thanks 
they give their Monitor, 'tis generally the ſame 
that St. Paul received from the Galatians, to 
count him their exzemy for telling them the Truth, 
Gel. 4.16. but alas he has no reaſon to reſent the 
injury, ſince 'tis but the ſame they offer to their 
neareſt and moſt intimate friend, that Angel guar- 
dian which God and Nature has placed within 
their own breaſts, I mean their Conſcience - let 
that at any time whiſper the ſame admonition, 
and immediately they cry out as Ahab to Elzah, 
Haſt thou found me O my Enemy ? All arts are us'd 
toconvey themſelves out of its Reach, Buſineſs, 
or Company, or Drink, or any thing is ſolicited 
to come in to their reſcue, that in that throng 
they may deceive its purſuit, or at leaſt in that 
louder noiſe drown its voice 3 and is not this to 
look on it as their Enemy, while they ſhun it as 
a MalefaFor does the Officer ? Yet I appeal to 
the breaſts of thoſe, who lean upon the broken 
reed of alate Repentance, whether this be not the 
caſe with them: let them tell me whether they. 
dare truſt themſelvesalone with their Conſcience, 
= it opportunity of ſpeaking freely to them,of 
aying beforethem the mad adventure they make 
of their precious Soxls 3 which they do not only 
4 expole 


——__r_—_ — —— 
— 


concerniug Repentance. I59 


Chax-7+ 
expole to as many hazards of a ſwift damnation, 
as there are accidents which may furprize their 
bodies with a ſudden death 5 but do beſides by this 
reſiſtance repel and quench that Spzrit, without 
which they can never hope toetfect that ſo necel(- 
ſary, ſo dithcult a work 3 nay, I may, Ifear, ask 
ſome of them, whether they have not ſo often 
ſhunned theſe parleys, that their Conſciences like 
an «bus d Friend,has at laſt given them over,ceaſt 
to purſue them with more of thoſe unwelcom , 
importunities 3 and by its filence left them ſe- 
cur'd fromall noiſe which may diſturb that trea- 
cherous ſleep into which they have lulled them- 
ſelves. -To thoſe who gre thys given up to the 
ſpirit of ſlumber, | carmot hope to ſpeak loud 
enough to rouſe them; but to thoſe that are but 
of the former rank, that have not yet ſo proſper'd 
in their unkind deſign againſt themſelves,as quite 
to have alienated their boſom friend,that are yet 
within the reach ofthoſe amica verbera,the ſtripes 
and reproofs of their own Conſcience 3 to ſuchl 
would addreſs with this moſt affeCtionate petiti- 
on, that they would not ſeek to remove them- 
ſclves from that wholſome diſcipline 5 that they 
would not fly that Chirurgeon whole Lancet threa- 
tens none but the i3mmpoſthumated. parts; but ra- 
ther chuſe to be ſhewed the formidableneſs of 
their Danger, than by a blind embracing it,to pe- 
riſhin it. Andifthey have but any generalcon- 
fus'd inclinations to this ſo reaſonable a requeſt; 
ſhall then put on more ſolemnity,aſſume to come 
as an Envoy from thoſe dreaded Conſciences of 
theirs, 


theirs, to mediate an enterview, to propoſe the 
fixing ſome time of parley, and beſpeak their pa- 
zience to hearit out : And let them but grant this, 
let them but dare to do fo much in order to their 
own ſafety, andI can ſcarce think it poſſible they 
ſhould after retain that daring, which only tends 
to their ruine. Ina word, let men ſeriouſly and 
attentively liſten to that wozce within them, and 
they will certainly need no other wedium, to con- 
vince them cither of the error or danger of thus 
procraſtinating their RKepertance, which them- 
. ſelves acknowledge mult not upon their utmoſt. 
peril be finally omitted, and yet nothing but an 
immediate diſvatch can ſecure it ſhall not. * 
"TWILL be needleſs to deſcend to a parti- 
cular view of more of theſe deceits,they will ea- 
fily be detefted by this one gezeral Rule,that what- 
ſoever falls ſhort ofa preſent, univerſal, perma- . 
nent Change,falls as much ſhort of Repertarce, All 
the pretences that are made upon any other ſcore 
are but the Garments of the elder brother, put up- 
on the back of the younger, which though they 
might deludea blind 7/aac, will never be able to 
deceive an all-ſceing God. All that remains is to 
offer to the Readers conſideration, how nearly 
he is concern'd to guard himſelf againſt all deJu- 
fions in thisſo important an affair. It was an an- 
cient Stiratagem of War to poilon the Waters in 
an Enemies Camp, that ſo they may drink their 
own deaths : but Satan has here far out-vied that 
, Policy. Were but our Nouriſhment infe&ed, 
'% ye had ſtilla recourſe left us to Medicine 3 but 
| 4 here 
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here he has envenomd our very Phyfick, and 
what care remains for' thole whoſe very remedies 
are their diſeaſe £ When that Bath which was de- 
fign'd to cleanſe us, is itſelf polluted, we may 
well cry out as Dionyſizs of the corrupted River 
of Alexandria, wWoioy yevoilo ay wave xabaieyl@- 
df41 ©. rd wp 'zAro x&lxpotoy, what Flood ſhall 
cleanſe thele Waters? Where can we be ſecure, 
when our Repemtance ( which the Apoſtle,2 Tim. 
2.26. ſuppoles the Means of difentangling us ) is 
itH{elf become our Snare ? This as it loudly pro- 
claims our darger, ſo ſurely in all reafon it ſhould 
awake our care,teach us not to ſuffer our ſelvesto 
be abus'd with deluſive appearances and ſhadows 
of Repentance, leſt we finally find that 7xion-like 
we have embrac'da Cloud. What an amazing de- 
feat will it be to him, who preſumes his Tears 
have blotted out the hand-writizg againſt him, to 
find the full bill brought in' at the great Aﬀlize, 
and thoſe be call'd his penztential ſorrows here, to 
prove but the Prologue to that Tragedy which 
ends in weeping and gnaſhing of teeth ! And there- 
fore let every one timely provide againſt that fa- 


tal ſurpriſe, uſe this excellent receipt, not as a_ 


Coſmetick, only to beautifie the face, give him 
ſome fair appearance to himſelf, but as Medicine 
to reſtore health 3 reduce him to ſuch -an Atble- 
tick, vigorous Habit, as may evidence itſelf in 
all vital Actions, which will prove the beſt evi- -. 
_ dences in our laſt tria}, where the inquiſition will 
not be ſo much upon our Mquths or Eyes, as up- 
on our Hands ; not how many conſeſſnons we have 
' made, 4 
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Chriſtianity will be as ineffeual to our 


inſtate us hereafter in the i*heritanrce of 


{ made, orhow many tears ſhed, but what «Fs of 
| Vertuewehaveſubſtituted inthe room of our Vi- 
| © ces: whether we have broken off our Sins by r3gh- 

 Feoxſneſs, and our Iniquities by ſhewing mercy to the 
Poor 3 and without this 'tis infallibly certain, our 


Bliſs, as 


it i5to our Piety : if we will not permit it hereto 
bring us to the obedience of Servants,it ſhall never 


Sons. 


CHAP. VIIL 


his Providence. 


} build on the Rockand the Send too; we 


A Survey of the eMiſchiefs ariſing from eMiſtahes 
concerning Almighty God, and the methods of 


O theſe Miſtakes of our ſelvesand inte- 
reſts,we have added others alſo concern- 
| ing God, which are no leſs deſtructive 
to Chriſtian Practice, for as the right 4rowledge 
of God is by our Saviour, Jo. 17.3. put as the Epi- 
tome and ſumme of all that leads to bl;f,, ſo our 
| miſprifions and miſapprehenfions of him, are no 
 lefsremarkablefor the contrary effefts 3 nor can 
} weſuppoſe itotherwiſe, when we remember that 
this is the grand work and beſts of all Religion, 
and therefore if this foxrdation be deceirfully laid, 
| the ſaperſirnFure malt neceſlarily fink and periſh: 
F andia this ſenſe 'tis poſlible for us at once to 


may fix 
= our 
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our faith intentionally on God, and yet by abſujd 
notions and unwarrantgd conceits of. him, defeat 
in the particulars what we eſtabliſht in the groſs 3 
repreſent him ſo utterly diſtant from what he is, 
that under that difguiſe he will not much appear, 
either an Encourager or Rewarder of our Pety, 
and then we may gueſs how 'tis like to flouriſh, 
fince the Apoſtle givesit as a Fundamental Axi, 
ome, Heb. 11. 6, That he who comes to God muſ 
believe that he is, and that he is a rewerder of thew 
which diligently ſeek bin. | 

O F theſe miſtakes concerning God, there 
are divers 3 many more than the deſign'd brevity 
of this diſcourſe will admit me to examine. {hall 
only mention three, thoſe are, Firſt, concerning 
his Decrees, ſecondly, his Attributes, Thixdly, 
his Providence. -. - -}, 

BY his Decrees, I mean not thoſe ſtanding - 
rules which he has in his Word ſet forth as the 
meaſures by which he will diſtribute rewards and 
pumſhments 3 but thoſe ſecret purpoſes of his Wall, 
which he neither commands us to ſearch aftex, 
nor will permit us to know. That there are 
many Miſtakes concerning theſe, the numberleſs 
Diſputes that have been rais'd about them will 
ſufficiently atteſt, it being impoſſible. for two 
Contradictory Opinions to be both true, though 
in things of this abſtruie nature 'tis very poſiible 
both may befalſe. "Tis not my purpolſeto wade 
into thoſe bottomleſs controverſies which like 
a Gulph have ſwallowed up ſo much time and in- 
duſtry of learned men; I ſhall only in genere/ 
commend , 
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commend it to the -R eaders conlideration, whe- 
ther it be probable, br indeed poſſible for thoſe 
Opinions to be #rze which infer f//hood in God : 
And then letthe ſecond inquiry be, whether that 
be not too evidently the reſult of thoſe diſcour- 
. ſes which ſet an Oppoſition between his revealed 
| and his ſecret Will, his commands and his De- 
crees, making the one a blind for the better exe- 
cution of the other, as if all the Tranſportation 
and Zeal he expreſles for us, all the paſſionate 
enamouring invitations he makes to us, were only 
to ſport himſelf with our credulity : like the di- 
vertiſement of thoſe Men, who court them for 
Wives,whom they would abhor to marry :nay,as 
if all the proteſtations and moſt ſolemn oaths of 
God, were _— but to advance the deluſion, 
| and' raiſe expectations, merely to defeat them. 
'This is ſuch a ſevere ſort of zrony,as we would all 
think not only unkind but anjuſt in a man; and 
*tis not poſhble that God, who appeals to us con- 
_ eerning the equality of his ways,ſhould fall ſhort 
of the ſtricteſt meaſures among us, or exemplifte 
to us an unſincerity he forbids us to follow. 

H OW very inauſpicious- influence ſuch 4o- 
Frines are apt to have onpradice is too villble, 
for fince 'tis as well the inftinCt as duty of our 
nature to aſpire to an af{tmilation with God,even 
that moſt laudable and generous ambition ſhall 
by this means become our ſnare 3 for when God 
ſhall be thus miſrepreſented to us, drawn out 'by 
the black Lines, not only of ſeverity, but deceit, 
rendred a Falſifier of his Ford, nay 04#63 twill 
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: give not only temptation but warrant to thelike 
. Practices - we ſhall eaſily ſwallow up all the par- 
: ticular commands of God, in that fundamental 
C one of being like him3 as we are taught himſelt 
a has done both his commands and promiſes in his 
[ hidden Decrees. This 1s ſo naturala piece of Lo- _ 
gick, that 'tis very unſafe men ſhould be truſted! 


b with thoſe premiſes whence 'tis derivd. And 
though we are not over apt to tranſcribe that Co- 
py God does really let us, yet this ſpurious one 


| will riot miſs to be raken out : that pravity of our 
" FF nature which hinders in the one, exciting and 
ſputring us on in the other. This is a way to re- 
| concile our Vices with our reputation, and fin 
cam Privilegio; and there is little doubt of. mens 
aptneſs to uſe that advantage we. ſee it in lower 
inſtances. The 7Yices of a Prince draw (hcles of 
followers, when his wirtze leaves him the more 
Eminent, becauſe (ingle, and renders him rather 
revered than imitated : And certainly twas none 
of the Devils ſlighteſt ftratagems on the Gentile 
world, to give them ſuch Gods as rhight exemph- 
fie to them all thoſe odiows crimes, wherein he de- 
fir'd to immerſe them. Whether this may nct be 
a branch of the ſame Illuſion, I wiſh the Propug- 
ners of this doftrine would ſeriouſly conſider. 
AND as ſeveral z/s are hereby countenanc'd 
and authoriz'd, ſo is all vertze in general diſcou- 
raged and diſheartned 3 this benums us in our 
Chriſtian courſe, ſubſtrafts that ſpifit and vi- 
four, which ſhould carry us through the weary; 
ſtages of duty : indeed: it cuts the very ſmews of 


M nduſtry, 
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Induſtry, baflles and make ridiculous all parpo- 
es of Labour; for what ſhould invite a man to 
ſtrive for that, from which he knows he is cither 
irreverſibly precluded, or elſe ſo infallibly aſcer- 
taind of, that his negligence cannot defeat him. 
Theſe are ſuch extremes as afford no middle, 
wherein the vertue of induſtry may exiſt, hope 
being equally out-dated by the deſperateneſs or 
unnece{larineſs of an undertaking : and how ne- 
cellary hope 1s to excite endeavour we may learn 
of S. Paul, 1 Cor. 15. 5. where he preſles his Co- 
rinthians to the conſtancy of Chriſtian Praftice 
upon this ground, 'that their labour ſhall not be iz 
ain in the Lord. But according to ſome mens 
Arine, *tis ſcarce poſhble for a man to know 
whether his labour be in vain orno3 ſince the cf- 
fet of it depends not upon the revealed promiſe, 
but ſecret purpoſe of God, and who knows whe-. 
ther there may not lie ſome Dormant Decrees © 
againſt him, which when he thinks he has run his 
race, ſhall yet defeat him of his Crowr. Whether 
a reward thus ſtated will much animate mens di- 
ligence, I may leave every manto judge by the 
like circumſtances in their ſecular concerns 5 and 
rf they find they would there damp their courage, 
diſpirit and diſhearten them from attempting, 
there will be ſure more reaſon toconclude it in 
theſe ſpiritual Aﬀairs, wherein our induſtry is 

commonly much leſs indefatigable. | 
BU T I ſhall not farther intiſt on the ill conſe- 
quences of particular miſtakes; there is one fwur- 
damental error, which if it could be cured, would 
| ſnperſcde 


Las 


| Chap.8 . concerning Almighty God, &c. 167 


ſuperſede all the reſt3 I mean our bold folly in 
medling with Gods Decrees, which we call hidden, 
and yet ridiculouſly confute that Epithet by pre- 
Z tendingto know them. This is ſomuch an inſo- 
'E lence as forfeits the compariſon, which might be» 
' long to it asan error 3 we lee ſecular States jea- 
loully teſcrve their private Conncils,z and ſhall we 
think God fo ſcrutable, or our ſelves fopenctra- 
ting, that none of his ſecrets can eſcape us 2 Or 
if we think him, as indeed he is, wnfathomable, 
why do we thus madly attempt what we confeſs 
impojſible 2 : GOP fince we (hall not only lofe 
' the thing we ſo vainly purſue, but others which 
we might elſe enjoy. 'Tis as if a man ſhould be (# 
tranſpotted with a buſie earneſtneſs of knowing 
his Princes Secrets, as quite to forget his Laws, 
and incur capital puniſhment. God hag given us 
rules of life, which upon the ſevereſt penalties he 
requires usto ſtudy and praQtiſe 3 and we divert 
from theſe, and make it our bulineſs to trace his 
Counſels. We are gazing at the Starsto readour 
deſtiny, and look not to our feet 3 and by that 
negligence experiment the worlt tate they could 
have pottended : for | think we may ſay our wild 
Phancies about Gods Decrees, have in event re- 
| probated more than thoſe Decrees, upon which 
they ate ſo willing to charge their rnine, and 
have bid fair to the damning of many, whom 
thoſe left ſalvable; Andindecd tis to be expe&- 
ed from Divine Juſtice,that ſuch bold Inquilitors 
ſhould fiad nothing but their own Deſtruction: 
That Ark which devoutly revetenced brought 
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bleſſangs, when curioully pried into diffus'd Peſt;- 
Tence and Death, 1 Sam. 6.19. Nay the very Po- 
cts will tellsus, that if we will have Prometheus 
his Fire, we mult take Pandora's Box allo : and 
ſure Induſtry cannot be worſe laid out than thus 
to fetch home Plagres, and while ſo much of it 
rvns waſte to ſuch unhappy purpoſes, *tis no 
wonder if we want for better 3 forget our cal/ing 
by contemplatiag our prede/iiration 5 and let the 
Opinion of our fate be at once the Encourage- 
ment and Excuſeof our f{oth, than which nothing 
can more evacuate the purpoſe atd deſign of out 
Chriſtianity, which Divines have truly defin'd 
to be not a rovtemplative but aFive Science. 

T O. the ſameunhappy Eflect concur our Mi- 
ſtakes of Gods Attributes, if I may call them Mi- 
ſrakes, which ieem to be rather wilful Neſcience, 
they being ſo delineated to us both in his Word 
and his Providences, that 'tis not want of light, 
but winking. againſt it that muſt leave us 1gno- 
rant. What the ſpeculative errors are in this 
matter concerns not my preſent deſign to exa- 
mine : but there ſeem to be ſome Miſperſwaſions 
concerning the Divine Attributes, which do re- 
markably tend in their conſequence and effett, 
ro the corrupting mens manzers 5 nay, look as if 
they were delign'd, and attectedly- choſcn for that 
purpoſe 3 I mean eſpecially thoſe concerning his 
Juſtice and eMercy, which being the Aitributes 10 
which we have the moſt immediate Concern, the 
Errors in them are the more nox1touvs and deſtru- 
Qive, Of this ſort is that narrow {canty notion 
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too many have of Gods Juſtice,which we meaſure 
not by himz but our ſelves, and therefare propor- 
tion itnot according ta his z»firity, but our own 
concerns. Thatis an Attribute from which we 
promiſe to our ſelves noadvantage,and therefore 
weare willing to contract and ſhrink it up, make 
it ſerveonly as a Cypher to advance mercy,but are 
unwilling to underſtand it in its proper Extent 5 
think it a word of form put in to compleat the 
greatneſs of Gods Style, rather than any i#trin- 
fick, part of his nature, which he muſt deny him- 
ſelf to put off. | 

THUS dowe ſacrilegioully ſteal from God 
a part of his being, and while other Sacriledges 
invade only his patrimory, this commits a riot 
upon his very zature3yetas if we meant the Pro- 
verb ſhould indemnifie us, and Exchange extin- 
guiſh the Robbery, we add to another attribute 
what we have defaulkt from this,and amplifie and 
extend his eMercy, as much as we confine and 


Timit his Juſtice 3 that isthe one infinite Ocean, 


whereinnotonly we, but. himſelf muſt be ſwal- 
lowed up. Wewill think of him under no other 
notion, nor allow him to be any other thing, but 
what ſhall be in ſubſerviency to this:we will have 
him Powerful to relieve our Diſtreſles, but not 
to revexgeour Crimes 3 Wile to defeat the ma- 
chinations of our Enemies, but not to circumvent 
our own indire& or impious Policies; All-ſee- 
ing to behold our Wants and Griefs, but not to 
diſcern our cloſet Guilts 3 True to puſhem. his 

ort, we 
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model all that is in God to our own wiſhes; and 
inſtead of believing him what he is, phancy him 
what we would have him. Like Micha, Jxdg. 17.5. 
waking ws a God for our own peculiar uſe, and 
forming the Deity we mean to worſhip. A ſtrange 
bold Inverſion,for Creatures thus to faſhion their 
Creator, put their own ſtamp and impre's upon 
him, and ſhape him to their Fhancies. And in- 
deed 'tis nothing but Phancy that has to do in this 
Attempt, and accordingly it muſt vaniſh as the 
eperations of that 1IIuſive Faculty uſe todo. We 
may repreſent God to our ſelves as we pleaſe, 
but that has ho more real i»flucrce on him, than a 
deforming Optick-glaſs has on the Obje@ it diſ- 
guiſes, he is ſtill the ſame amidſt all our wild 
conceits of him, and will always make good the 
title, by which he delivered himſelf to eMoſes, 
Exod. 5.14. I aw that Tam. All that is in him is 
equally immenſe and infinite, his wercy need not 
invade his juſtice to gain itlelf a Jarger field of 
ation, which 1s already ( as the Pſ2lmiſt ſpeaks) 
over all his works 5 neither his juſtice encroach 


' pon his mercy, that having alſo a Province wide 


enough 3 all impenitent ſinners being within its 
Verge, and God knows how much ſoever we 


- ftreighten it in) our o9piziors, we do indeed too 


much extend it 1n its real force, by rendring our 
ſelves the proper objects of it. In ſhort, God 
who 1s-the author of order and peace, cannot be 
ſappos'd to be in corfuſion within himſelf; the di- 


- vine Attributes are not in ##rife, but perfeQ har- 


#019; 'tis we only that have rais'd thiymore 
| than 


- >>, 
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that Gigentick war, not only againſt Heaven, but 
3 1t. The ſeveral Laminaries puriue the regular 
motions of the &pheres 3 but we confound at once 
the Luws of their Creation,and their Author too, 
ſtrive to eclipſe and darken the father of light. 
But if the removing of an carthly ' Land-mark be 
. a crime puniſhable both by God and man, what 
Thunder-bolts belong tothoſe who thus attempt 
tro ſet new Boundaries in Heaven, to limit and 
meaſure out even the divine Natxre, by the pro- 
portions'of their own Phancies, and indeed ſuch 
temcrity as this, is too like to confute itſelf, 
and feel that Juſtice it will not believe; yet as 
great and daring a crime as tt is, I fear there are 
few that can totally acquit themſelves of it : for 
though all diſavow it, yet he that ſhall narrowly 
ſearch his own heart, will ſcarce find it clear 
from all degrees of it : We are all apt to cheriſh 
a flattering hope, that God is not ſo ſevere ashe is 
repreſented, or that if in reſped& of his Juſtice 
he be a conſuming power, yet that Mercy will be 
ſure toſnatch us out of the burning 3 hike the An- 
gels to Lot, afliſt our Eſcapes, and provide us a 
Zoar, that our Souls may live: and this Hope 
though founded only inour wiſhes, 1s very aptto 
{]ide into our faith,and make us believe whatwe 
would have : by which means this becomes a kind 
of Epidemick Herelie, the moſt frequent and 
common. miſperſwaſion that occurs concerning 
the divine Attributes. | 
I T would be a work more long than uſefulto 
recite the ſeveral errors that have ſprung from 
M 4 this 
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this one. That of Origen, that the Devils ſhould 
finally be ſaved, is a noted and pregnant Inſtance, 
which could be deriv'd from nothing but this 
unequal apprehenſion of Gods Fuſtice and Mer- 
cy - And beſides all other ancient, we have many 
branches of a later growth, that ſpring from the 
ſame root, a ſet of plauſible falſities, which would 
quenchthe xnqguerchable Fire, and kill the never 
dying Worm ; | mean thole allaying ſoftning de- 
ſcriptions ſome of this age have made of Heh, 
ſome changing the kizd, others abating the in- 
tenſeneſs, or at leaſt the duration of thoſe Tor- 
ments, each ſubſtrafting ſo much from this To-- 
phet, that they haveleft A4thei/zz ancafie task to 
take away the reſt - and may pive ſuſpicion they 
mean to viſit that place, which they are ſo indu- 
ſtrious to make eaſe. 

BU T whatever they do themſelves, 'tis ſure 
this is the way to ſend others thither, to take off 
their fears of it, to make them think it not ſo 
- dreadful a place as they once ſuppos'd, and con- 
ſequently Jeſs careful to decline the ways that 
lead to it. *'Tis indeed too obvious that ſuch per- 
fwaſtons do mightily impugn Chriftian Practice, 
and embolden men in fin 2nd God knows we 
need no ſuch encouragement 3 the more general 
fallacious hopes of Mercy being too ſufficient 
for that purpoſe without theſe ſupernumerary 
deceits : but between the one and the other, Li- 
bertiniſm is like to out-grow all reſtraints, and 
the opinion of Gors goodneff inſtead, of leading 


men to repentance, will ilacken thoſe reips where- 
with 
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Id with our brutiſh Nature ſhould be bridled and 


b reſtrain'd, and we thus left unto the [way-of 
1s Juſt and paſſion, muſt run headlong upon ruine, 
r- as the horſe ruſh:th into the Battel, Foralas, we 
y are not ſo gererows as to do well for Vertues. 
Ee ſake, nay nor ſo provident as to do it for Re- 
d ward; 'tis our fear that 1s the moſt prevalent in- 
r centive, and accordingly we find religion gene- 
- rally makes her firſt impretfions there. They are 
l, the terrors of the Lord that do moſt uſually, and 
= molt etteCtually perſwade mez, 2 Cor. 5. IT. our 
- || Hearts mult be pricked,and at thoſe Orifices pie- 
WY ty enters. Now when all theſe terrors ſhall be ſu- 
0; perſeded by the opinion of an overwhelming mer- 
L cy, when He/ ſhall either be annihilated, or ſup- 


- pos'd lo to annihilate us, that we ſhall loſe our 
paſlivenets with our being, and be as uncapable of 
tufiering, as even Heaver itlelf can make us, 
E what will beleft to engage us to vertne, or deter 
us from wice? Alas, do we not often ſeea daring 

Luſt bid batte/to all the artillery of Heaven,meet 

God in his loudeſt Thunder, and venture on dam- 

zation 1n its dreadfulleſt form? Andcan we think 

it will be more modeſt, when it ſhall be told that 

they are only edgele's weapons it hath toencoun- 

ter ? That Gods Thunder amidit all itsnoiſe car- 

ries no bolt 2 And that the Flames of the bottom- 

leſs pit, are but a painted fire, that at a diſtance 

may fright, but not hurt us, or at leaſt ſo hurt us, 
that we (hall not feel it? When thoſe rubs which 
fear interpos'd are thus removed, there is no- 
thing to ſtay .the courſe of headlong riot, but 
DN pre- 
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PRO——_— It will on, where ever ſtrong deſire 
all drive, or flattering luſt allure : he that loved 
his fin, even when it threatned him rvize, ſerv'd 
It aſſiduouſly, when it promiſed no other wages 
than death, Rom.6. 23. how will he hug this vz- 
per when he thinks 'ris ſtingleſs, and give up his 
ear to be bored by that Maſter, which affords him 
preſent pleaſures without future ſtripes 2 We ſee 
even in Civil matters the preſamption of Impunity 
1s the great wrſe of Dilorders, and if it were 
not for the coercive power of Laws we ſhould 
ſoon ſee how little the diveFive would 'fignifie 5 
and doubtleſs 'tis the ſame in ſpiritual or rather 
worſe, by how much we are more bent upon the 
. breaking of Gods Laws than mens, and conſe- 
queatly will be the more apprehenſive of any En- 
couragement. 

O F the truth hereofour experience gives too 
ſad proof, none ruſhing lo boldly upon Gods j«- 


>  ftice,as thoie who have moſt fortified themſelves 


againſt the dread of it, as if they meant their pra- 
Fice ſhould experiment the truth of their ſpecwla- 
tior. and make the utmoſt trial whether God can 
be provok'd orno.Indeed men ufe mercy asamaz'd 
Paſtengers ſometimes do a plazk in a ſhipwrack, 
lay ſo much weight upon it, as ſinks both it and 
themſelves 3 ſo periſhing by too great a confi- 
dence of their reſcue, and finding a Grlph where 
they expetted an Ark: not that I ſuppoſe Mercy 
unable to ſupport the weight of all the Perſors, 
nay, and of all the firs in the world, which have 


not the one ponderous adherent of Impenitence 
ſuper- 
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ſuperadded 3 but thatis a burthen which even the 
divine Clemency (inks under, refuſes to plead ſuch 
a cauſe, and refers it to Juſtice as its proper 
Court : And therefore to fin on,in hope of mercy, 
is to undermine our ſelves, and commit a folly as 
abſurd as ruinous,] wiſh I could ſay 'twere not al- 
lo as frequent - but God knows tis every where 
too apparent 3 men openly avow it,'o that 'tis be- 
come the vulgar anſwer to every convidting Re- 
proof, that God 3s merciful : And ſurely they that 
oblerve the growth of vice,lince our new deſcrip- 
tions of Eell came abroad, will have cauſe to 
think the one has had no ſmall influence on the 
other, and that while ſome have made it borrow 
the ancafineſs of our humane ſtate to make up its 
torments3 they have taken care it ſhould be juſt, 
and lend us back fins of a greater magnitude: This 
miſerable trafhck have theſe Fattors ſetled, be- 
tween the preſent world and the inferna] region, 
that Hell ſhould have Earthspairs,and Earth Hells 
wickedneſs; the later alas we are roo fully poſleft 
of, which is like to ſend too many ſouls todiſcover 
the deceit of the other, In fine, ourgroundleſs 
confidences of mercy, and thoſe other Chimera's 
we forge out of that, are certainly the moſt fre- 
quent and dangerous underminers of Chriſtian 
practice : theſelike the Sx give heat and vigour 
to thoie inordinate lults which a juſt fear of wer- 
geance would as a winters froſt nip, and deſtroy : 
Andtill we lay by theſe eaſie ſlight thoughts of 
God, andconlider him in thoſe more awful attri- 
butes which exaCt our reverence, his mercy will 
| _only 
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only ſerve to ripen us for his judgment 3 that 
ſmooth and gentle property in Ged, which to all 
who abule it not 1s indeed the 07l of gladnefs, will 
thus perverted acquire the more fatal quality of 
Oil, ſerve only to intend our flames, and remove 
us as far from the rewards of Picty, as our bold 
phancies have done from the pra@zce. 

A third fort of miſtakes there are by which 
Piety is obſtructed, and thole are ſuch as concern 
Gods providence, about which the world has long 
ſince had many diſputes 3 ſome entircly denying 
it, as preſuming God ſo wholly taken up with the 
contemplation and enjoyment of his own felici- 
ty, that he 1s utterly inconliderate of that of 
his creatures, and an unconcera'd fpeFator of hu- 
mane afiairs 3 others limiting and reſtraining it 
to thoſe things only waich themſelves were 
pleas'd to think worthy of the divine inſpeQtion 
and condudt : But theſe queſtions have been more 
bandied among Philoſophers than Chriſtians, and 
therefore are beyond our preſent enquiry. Yet 
give me leave by the way to expreſs my fears,that 
theſe errors have yet ſome ſecret rooting in too 
many hearts 3 that there are many who rather 
formally ſay, than cordially believe, that God go- 
verns the World, and difpoſes as well of humane 
as divinethings3 a ſuſpicion that is rendred too 

robable by thoſe indirect arts men uſe, to poſ- 
ſeſs themſelves of ſecular advantages 5 for did 
they ſeriouſly think, that all thoſe things axe in 
Gods hayds,from whence they are neither ſtrong 


nor cunning enough, cither to wreſt or pilfer 
them, 
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them, 'tis ſcarce imaginable they ſhould attempt 


. fuch painful impoſhbilities, diſquiet themſelves 


in vain,as the P/almiſt ſpeaks, and which is worſe, 
forfeit all title to them as Gods gifts, by thus aſ- 
ſuming to make them their own. But this is a 
diſquiſition I muſt leave every man to make in 
his own heart3 only let me ſay, that he that has 
there any doubt of Gods univerſal or particular 
providence, hasallo in it the root of all xrchriſti- 
an Sins, of Diſtruſt, Solicitude, and Fraud : there 
being nothing that can effeCtually ſuperſede our 
own carkings and contrivances for our ſelves,but 
the aſſurance that God cares for us, Men being 
ſtill apt to ſcramble, where there is nont from 
whom they expeCan orderly and ſufficient diſtrt- 
bution, and therefore this error whereever it is 
found, may well be reckon'd among the impe- 
ders of Chriſtian duty. | 

BU T beſidesthoſe whothus doubt of Provi- 
dence, there are others liable to great miſtakes, 
I mean thoſe who to their juſt belief of Gods Pro- 
vidence, ſuperadd a _ confidence of their 
own skill in fathoming it 3 that are not content 
toknowit in its prody@# and event, but pretend 
to diſcern it 1n its moſt ſecret deſignments and 
purpoſes 3 and do not ſo much reverſe Gods 
diſpenſations, as i#terpret them. I dor not here 
mean to condemn al} particular applications of 
providentia] Events. which are ſometimes fo ex- 
traordinary and remariable, that they are their 
own expoſitors, and point out the conſirnf#on we 


are to make : and an humble adyertence unto 


ſuch, ' 
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ſuch, is not only innocent but neceſſary : but 
when men ſhall attempt ro read every line in 
Gods hand, to make their own inference from 
every efflux of Providence; theſe pretenders to 
divine Palmiſtry, ſeem to difler only thus much 
from thole who make a trade of the ratu- 
ral, that they Cheat themſelves as well as 
others. X 
Y E T there want not ſome who havegone 
yet farther, and think not only to azderſtand 
- Providence, but aſſzſt it : not only trace itn all 
ts intricate windings, and concealed intendments. 
but help it in the execution, and give birth toits 
conceptions ; Of this ſort eſpecially are thoſe, who 
having polleſt their brains with ſome conjectural 
expolitions of obſcure prophecies, will admini- 
er to providence,and call out thoſe events they 
expe : and asif they were: conſcious that God 
would not make good their dreams,endeavour to 
do it themſelves. This Age has afforded tao ma- 
ny inſtances of this, when the fulfifive of Pro- 
"phecies has by ſome been made the ſolemn ſum- 
mons to rebe//ion and bloud: and in order to the 
hating and deſtroying the whore, Rev. 17.1. men 
have been animated to hate and deſtroy all who 
were not infeqed with their own Phrenzie. This 
we know has been call'd the helping of the Lord 
againſt the mighty, and ſomething more than vo- 
tive Curſes awarded to thoſe who refus'd to aſlilt. 
Thus have they firſt wildly miſtaken,and then no 
lefs wildly out-run Gods deſigns : as if like Baal, 
Jadg.6. he were unable to plead for himſelf, to 
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vindicate bis own cauſe, or efſe&t his purpoſes 
without their help: and baving reſolved what he 
ſhall do, obtrude rhemſelves upon him as his in- 
ſtruments 3 how repugnant ſuch articipetions of 
Providence are to the intereſts of Chriſtianity is 
ro0 apparent from the many deteſtable effeFs they 
have produc'd. 

BUT ſetting aſide theſe, let us return to 
thoſe we ſpake of before 3 who prefuming to ex- 
pound providential Events, make them the Cri- 
terion by which to Judge both of perſons and of 
cauſes, concluding the one loved or hated, the 
other approved or diſallowed by God, accordin 
to their proſperauws or adverſe Succeſs. The firſ 
of theſe was by our Saviour exploded, as an un- 


_ due way of procels in the Jews, inthe caſe of the 


Galileans, and before him Solomon had given it 
as a Maxim, that no mar conld know love or hatred 
by all that is before him, Eccl.g, 1. And if under 
the Jewiſh Oeconomy, where temporal Bleſſings 
made up ſo great a part of their Promiſes, it was 
ſoz much more is it under the Goſpel, whoſe frame 
and compoſure 1s quite diſtant 3 which inſtead of 
propoſing ſecular proſperitics to its proſelytes, aſ- 
ſures them the contrary 3 ſcts up the Croſs as the 
Standard under which they are to fight, and af- 
fords no temporal Hopes,but with an allaying pre- 


viſo of Perlecutions and afflictions 5 nas the A- 


poſtle to the Hebrews goes farther, makes them 
not only incidert but neceſſary to Chriſtians, the 
badge and cognizance of Sonſhip, whilſt the wg 


chaſtening is the fatalleſt Sign, a token of baſtardy 
: and 
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and abdication, Heb. 12.7, 8. And doubtleſs the 
experience of every Chriſtian aſſerts the do- 
trinez we are all apt with the Prodigal to forſake 
Qur fathers houſe, and as long as we can have the 
:1ot and not the wants, (hall never think of re- 
turning 3 we muſt be famiſht into conſideration, 
and our hxsks alone will ſend us home to thefat- 
ted Galf. And can there be a greater indulgence in 
God, than thus to make our Iniquity our Puniſh- 
ment, that it may not be our Ruine? Toembit- 
ter thoſe ſenſualities whoſe luſciouſneſs terves to 
intoxicate us, and to clip thoſe wings which he 
ſees carry us from him? Stories tell us that the 
Trojan Wives after the deſiru@ion of their Coun- 
trey, being wearied with their reſtleſs vagrant 
life, necelfitated their Husbands to a ſettlement 
” by burzing their Ships. And the fame kind ſtra- 
. tagem God has upon us - he ſees that our worldly 
acceſſions do rather enlarge than fill our appe- 
tites, and carry us on to farther purſuits, and -by 
drawing us ſtill more from him the Center of 
reſt, expoſe us to endleſs wandrings, and then 
what can be kinder then toreſcue us from ſuch a 
condition, that Curſe of Cair, to be a fugitive 
and a vagabond in the earth: todeprive usof our 
treacherous proſperities, and fire thoſe Ships 
wherein we are preparing like Fonah, to fly fron 
the preſence of the Lord; lo by a happy neceſſity 
forcing usto fix our ſelves on him. And this 1s 
the worſt God deſigns us inevery adverſity : and 
did we mean but as well to our ſelves, we ſhould 


not miſs of receiving the happieſt Effects; even 
that 
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_ creates hopes and: fears, as  fallacious as itſelf, 
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that peaceable fruit of righteouſneſs the Apoſtle 
ya” of; ore: - Ms rurx<an dl lo Ras "pu 
derſtood, that we find them dread nothing ſq 
-much as an uninterrupted proſpetity, they, liks 
the Muſcovite Women,grew jealous of Gods love 
when he forbare to ſtrike ; upon which ſcore it is, 
that in the Ancient, Fathers, there are ſo many 
ſolemn petitions for {tripes 3 ſuch importunate 
ſolicitations for the zzedicinal correfions, where- 
in they judg'd both Gods kz#dreff and their own 
ſafety to conſiſt, | 

AND then how perverſc,how prepoſterous 
are our meaſures, when we conclude quite the 
other way, eſtimate Gods love only from outward 
ſucceſſes, and think he is never angry but when he 
ſmites - a Perſwaſion,which as it is very falſe in 
Its grounds, ſo very pernicious in its effe@s, atid 


For firſt, if we apply it to our ſelves, it product: 
miſchiefs proportionable to. the divers ſtates un? 
der which we are. Ifa man be fuZand proſperow 
it makes him proud and ſecure, for when he ha 
not only the poſſeſſion of thoſe things the Worl 
values, but takes them as an atteſtation of Goc 
peculiar kindneſs and approbation, what ſhou! 
make him either confider or reform his guilts 
If he have ſantity enough to polleſs him of Goc 
favour, and all theſe profitable effedts of it, h 
will not eaſily be-perſwaded he needs more 2 ati 
any man that ſhall tell hin! he does,ſball be heard 
with the ſame indignation wherewith Creſ#5 co- 
tertain'd Solox, when he found him queſtion that 
> 0 happineſs, 
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* happineſs, which he expeCted he ſhould have ad- 
#ird. Profperity is in itſelf an} eniboldning 
thing, bur when backt by this Opinion of it, 
grows into all infolence till atlaſtit even recoull 
ia the face of the Donor, and dere God by all 
thoſe enormous riots, to which it enables Mer: 

O N the other fide, this opinion preſents aleſs 
merry, but not leſs dangerovs Temptation to thoſe 
in adverſity 5 for when they ſhall look on them- 
ſelves only as the Anvil for Gods ſtrokes, they 
will be too apt tocomplete the paralel by anſwer- 
ing it in hardneſ and inflex1bility 3 have the &;+ 
1:TuToy vey, as the Father calls 1t,which reverbe- 
rates the blow on him that gave it. Perſevering 
wickedneſs is ſo naturally the iſſue of Deſperati- 
on,that we find the Jews take up the one merely 
to countenance the other, pretend hopeleſnefi to 
avoid reformation: Thus we find it, Ezek.33.10. 
Our iniquities are upon #4, and we pine away in 
them, how ſhould we live? And again more plain- 
ly, Jer. 18. 12. There is no hope, and then the In- 
ference is ready, let ws walk every one in his own 
ways. Endeavour is the child of hope, and we at- 
cempt not toattone one whom we-conclude im- 
placable: ſo that Wrath may conſume, but will 
never #zelt us; "tis Love only that has that /oft- 
232, dillolving Power, and unteſs_ we diſcern a 
mixture of that mm Gods #»fli#ions, they will ge- 

' ver render us malleable to his impreſſrone. We 
kiſs a fathers hand and rod, when an Executio- 
ners ſtroke we fuffer rather than'bear- Ste Jabre 
tells us we love God becauſe be loved we,. 1. John 4- 

| 19. 
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+6. I wiſh allmen would make good the Infe- 
rence but 'tis ſure they are too apt to do it jn 
the reverſe, and will hate if they apptehend 
themſelves hated; a ſtate which at once exempli- 
fies, and anticipates the worſt part of HeZ tous, 
yet very incident to thoſe who interpret -every 
{ſtroke of Gods, asthe effet of enmity and utter 
averſion. This is to do that to ourſelves which 
the Devils ſo deprecated from Chriſt; tq torment 
as before our Time, it being pectiliar tothe venge- 
ance of the other World to be merely punitive, 
that here being rather > #axqng than wengeepre, 
delign'd toreduce, not deſtruy us : and indeed _ 
belides the pair el ſenſe which this Error cteatecs, . 
it does ( to perfect the Hell ) give that of loſfal- 

ſo 3 deprives us of one of the great Evangelical 
felicities, that of rejoycing iz Tribulations, which 
our Saviour thought {o conſiderable, as to inſert 
amongſt his Beatitudes 3 and his Apoſtles fre- 
quently mention it triumphantly as the great pri- 
viledge and prerogative of a Chriſtian. For; all 
adverſe ſucceſſes be a note of Gods disfavqur, 
there will be no place for joy even in the molt p1- 
ous ſufferings. St. Stephens raviſhing proſpect 
will be intercepted, and a eMartyr# death be as 
uncomfortable as a eMalefaFors. But if theſe 
were the only ſafferirigs to which joy- were an- 
next,therewould be but too few concern'd jn the 
deprivation; thoſe wherein we are more univer- 
ſally intereſſed, are thoſe Chaſtiſements of-God 
which aur Guiltsptovoke 3 which though 1n-re- 
ſpe of their cauſe they ate Marters of the pe 
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eſt ſadneſs, yet in regard of their ſignificancy and 
effeF,they are Grounds of comfort 3 they fignifie 
that God ( however diſpleas'd) yet has not aban- 
doned the care of us 3 thinks us worth his corre- 
#107, and defigns our reducement : and the Effet 
will C if not obſtruted by us) be anfwerable to 
that deſign : our Chaſtening here reſcues us from 
the ſins, and conſequently the condemnation of the 
world, 1 Cor. 11.32. and this 1s ſure no ſlight mo- 
tiveof rejoycing 3 and we are very unjuſtto God 
andour ſelves, if we will exchange it for the ſul- 
len murmurs of a deſperate incorrigibleneſs, 
AND as this perſwaſton is thus perniciows in 
_ reflefticn on our _ ſo neither is it more ix- 
wocent when applied to others 3 for firſt,ifwe look 
on the men that proſper in the world, as the 
—_ ſpeaks, Pſal. 73. 12. we ſhall too often 
nd them anfwer the charaFer he gives them in 
the former part of the Pſa/m, and when from 
- their temporal affluence we ſhall conclude Gods 
favour to them, 'twill be hard reſiſting the texrp- 
#ation, which ( without that Argument) the Pſal- 
##if? was under, of thinking it vain to cleanſe our 
hearts or waſh oxur hands in innocency.Nay,we ſhall 
be apt to joyn our ſuffrage to thofe in Malachy 3. 
15.and call the provd,happy:and if we eſteem them 
ſo, 'tis natural ro defire to be like them 3 fo we 
ſhall quickly grow to deſpiſe a poor or affliFed 
 Imnocence,and embrace all thriving proſperoas ſims. 
ON the other (ide, if we look on others in an 
' adverſe calamitous ſtate, this opinion ſuggeſts 
' hard and ſevere ſentences concerning a in- 
y.=7 clines 
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clines us to judge where we ſhould ſuccour, and 
how great an accumulation of Miſery that is, we. 
may Jearn from Job, whom we find not ſo often ' 
nor ſopaſlionately complaining of any of his &r 
ſures, as of the unkind cexſures of his Fri 

who weighing 1n this deceittul balance of tempo= 
ral Genetics, made very falſe judgments of him, 
and as if they were to Glean after Satan, endea- 
voured to deſpoil him of that only comfort his 
malice hadleft, the Conſcience of his Innocency. 
This is, as the P/almiſt ſpeaks, to perſecute him 
whom God hgs ſmitten, and to talk to the grief of 
thoſe whom he hath wounded a thing repugnant to 
the common temper of humanity, and much more 
to that tenderneſs, thoſe affections and bowels 
Chriſtianity requiresz and therefore in this re- 
ſpeCt alſo, we may reckon this perſwaſion very 
injurious to Chriſtian duty, 

NOR is it lefs fo when applied to Cavſer, 'in 


whichit 1s full as deceitful a Rule as it 1s 1n Per». | 


ſons: God has deſign'd us another meaſure of our 
undertakings 3 his ward and law, by the general 
proportions whereof, we are to ſquare and ac». 
cammodate our particular a&#3oxs : he ſends us 

not to his providence, and the various diſtributi- 
ons of that, or allows us to judge of the Juſtice, 
by the Swcceff of our Attempts. If that were the 
trial, twere impoſſible for any enterprize tobe 
lawful, fince that which ſhould legitimate it, is 


' ſubſequent to it, and can haveno influence on it, 


to the making it good or bad: and as it doesnot 
make, ſq neither does it infallibly fignifie it to be _ 
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| either: and of thoſe who preſume it does, I 


ſhould ask whence it came to doſo? If by any aſ- 


- fignation of God, let themproduce itz anditnot 


thence, I'm ſure it can make no pretence to cer- 
tainty, God having no where oblig'd his Provi- 
dence to make good our phancies and conjedteres. 
Nay, if we look into Scripture-examples, we 
ſhall find this irrefragably confuted 3 the ſame 
Cauſe having at ſeveral times differing ſucceſs. 
Thus the 7/7aelites were diſcomfited at their firſt 
aſſault upon 4z, and yet ſuccesful after 5 'twas 
ſomething extrinſick-to the cauſe that made the 
variation, that ſtill continuing the ſame. The 
like we find inthe caſe of the Benjamites, who 
though in as i]] an engagement as can well be ima- 

in'd,had yet two vittories over the other Tribes, 

#ag. 20. But there is one inſtance that may 
ſerve forall, and that is the taking of the Ark by 
the Philiftines 3 he that ſhall contemplate thar, 
will ſurenever think fir tomeaſure cauſes by ſuc- 
ce(s, unleſs he will give the deference alſo to Da- 
gor, who then triumpht in the ſpoils ofthe God 


- of Tſrael. Tn ſhort, 'tis evident victories arenot 


ſoentail d upon the juſteſt cauſes, but that they 
may be, and often are cut off, either by the guilts 
of the undertakers,or by ſome other ſecret difpo- 
falof the Divine wiſdom 3 but the former is ſo 
frequently the obvious cauſe of it, that we are 
not often put to reſort to the latter. *'Tis no 
ftrange thing to ſee all 7/rae/ troubled by anAchars, 
orhavethe Ark taken captive from off the ſhonl- 
ders'of a Hophni and Phinegas, nor will it everbe 
poſlible 


=O 


+ SN J 3rd Sth vs F k - WY " 
FE $ 25, ms 6g COMIC, 2 OE: bo nh Fe bÞ.. AC No ; OY 3 Ee tad tay > 5 eo y z 
SE et rr SE EY : Le! ABR ee, <> 3 Ani, M bd hs 
pu ' - | . ; F __—_— + MP 
Chap.$. concerwing Alatighty God;S&o. 3 
- * v ” he FFY op; * y 4 6 4 : - * I * L - 


poſlible for rhe-beſt cauſe co ſecure itſelf from | 
the blaſtinginfuence of its Abettars crimes. 


ot T-HIS isſo clear and evident a Truth, that . 
om tis matter of. ſome wonder,. how.,the contrary + 
wm perſwaſion ſhould ever inſinuate itſelf 3 - and inv - - 
Fo deed it is not probable it ever bad, if Intereſt, 

» that grand Sophiſter, had not introduced 1t. Men 

as engage in deligns not on-intuition of their /anful- 


& nef,but profit 3 and when they are {uch asnothing 
t can warrant 2priore,their only. reſerve is-tq make 
« them good a poſteriore; to bring a licenſe. aftex 
4 the ad,and juſtifie their beginning by their end; 
« which how ridiculous ſoeyer it may ſeem to fober 
; reaſon, yet ſuch is thenatural, ſhame, or ſecular 
inconvenience of owning an «#xju/# AF, that men 
will wrap themſelves, though 1a the thinneſt and 
moſt diaphenows weils, make ulc of the abſurdeſt 
pretences, and fainteſt\ colours to. ſhadow their 
Guilt, and whilſt conſciouſneſs bids - them ſay 
ſomewhat for themſelves, and the caſe affordsng 
ſolid plea, they are driven.tq.theſe deplorable 
{leights and ſubterfuges. Indeed this is an 'argu- 
ment that ſtands ſingle, and is-ſeldom us'd but 
ia thoſe cayſes that admit of no better 3 which we 
may xealonably conclude to be the reaſon, why it 
was ſo much inſiſted on by our late diſturbers, 
'who 1n ſuch abundance of light, as they own'd, 
could not be ſuppos'd ignorant enough ta-believe 
themſelves : 'twas certainly the deſtitution. of 
better arguments that caſt them upon this, forc't 
therp.to-ranſack the Alcoray, and rifle a' piece of 
Turkiſh Divinity to make good their Saintfhip, 
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They now diſcern the unskilfulneſs of that plea, 
which alittletime has conyerted to an accuſation. 
The great change it has pleas'd God to make 
among us, retarting their conquering Sy/ogj ſmes, 
and making them need a new ſucceſs to juſtifle 
their vaynts of the ald, God grant we may not 
here relieve them again, and by our perſonal ſins, 
help them to that which the juſtice of their Cauſe 
never did, nor islike to acquire them. 

BU T thoughthisplee of ſucceſs be frequent- 
1y urg'd in policy, yer it prevails with many who 
know not that it is fo 5 indeed the wrlgarare fo 
much ſubjected to theiv ſexſes, that generally the 
concluſions drawn thence are eafily embrac'd 
when thoſe from Reaſpn and conſcience have a 
double difficalty, firſt ro be underſtood, and 
next to be admitted, and the moſt elaborate diſ- 
| caprſe ſhall not convince them of the right of that 
cauſe, which in the Iaſt appeal to Gods Tribunal 

War,has been openly condemn'd; whileſt the 
ſpoils of victory as much fatisfie the Underſtand- 
ing;of the juſtice of the Prize,as the Defire,with 
the wealth or glory of it. And this is it which ren+- 
ders ſuch kind of arguings vefy pernicious, they 
being ſo fitted ra the comman temper, that they 
ſeldom miſs tq be effectual 3 and engage the hea- 
dy multitude in the Proſecution of the worſt de- 
ffens, that are recommended to them by the one 
Catholick vertue of Succeſs. . Thisis indeed as the 
Prophet ſpeaks, Ez. 13. 22. to ſirengthen the Hands 
of evil doers, that they turn not ſrom their wicked- 
| weſfs to dazzle their Eyes ſo with the ſplendor of 

| | Pe proſperous 
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proſperous iniquity, that they cannever cometo' 
take an' exat view, and diſcern it in its true 
form - And doubtleſs this was none of the leaſt- 
prevailing arts of feducement among us,and drew 
in many to abet thoſe ſeditious practices, which 
all laws of God and Man prohibited, and where- 
by Chriſtian Religion has at once been violated and 
defam'd 5 has not only her precepts broken bur 
her ſelf aſperſt with the foul conſequences of that 
diſobedience, and ſo buys one injury with ano- 
ther 3 the contempt of her A#thority with the loſs 
of her Reputation. | | 

W E have now ſeen the 2/ conſequences ilſuing 
from theſe miſtakes of Gods Providence, but we 
muſt take notice that there remains yet asgreat 
or greater danger on the other fidez and that a 
total negleF is worſe than an erroneows conflirudion 
of it. For though God hath ſecluded us from , 
that more exact minute diſcerning of his purpo- 
ſes, yet he means not his diſþenſations ſhould be 
lookt on as wholly izſignificent,and therefore has 
given us the general ſcope and meaning of them, 
according to which we are to limit and reſtrain 
our wardring gueſſes, and alſo judge of particular 
events. Now as Gods original and primary deſign 
in the creatian of Man,. was to render him a ſib- 
Je@ capable of etexgga! happineſs; (o alſo have all his 
ſubſequent AGs tGWard him aim'd at the ſame end: 
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and becauſe there is nothing removes man ſo far - _ 


from that grand purpoſe of his being as Sin 53 
therefore God has made the ſupprefling of that, *- 
the univerſal intendment of his difpaſals concern» 
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ing us - fo that.the moſt different diſpenſations 
do ſeverally purſue that que end profperity and 
gdverſity 1n their ſucceflive changes are ſent tore- 
elaim us from the error of eur ways, with this only 
difference, that the oxze leads, the other drives. 
This is allerted by St. Paul, who tells us, that 
the goodneſs and long-ſufſering of God 3s to lead mito 
Repentance, Rom. 2. 5, And alſo that when we 
are;judg'd, we are chaftened of the Lord, that we 
may not be condemned with the World,1 Cor.11.32. 
Andindeed the whole Scripture runs in the ſame 
ſtrainz and both from proſperous and adverſe 
facceſles urges the obligation to obedience. This 
js the notice God expects we ſhould take of all 
his _ towards us. And the want thereof 
wefind often ſharply upbraided by Gad to the 
Jews: how often does he recount his redeeming 
them from Z#gypt his enſtating them in Canaan, 
and all his wonderful works for them, with an ac- 
cuſing refleftion upon their ingratitude 3 and 
that we may know his Jadements are no leſs to 
be- accounted for than his AMercies, we find him, 
Amos, 4. making a Catalogue of them, and cloſing 
every period with this Pathetick Reproof of their 
obſtinacy, Tet bave ye wot returned to me, ſaith the 
Lord. In ſhort, God requires that we ſhould ob- 
ſerve every turn of his hand, gg,order to the re- 
 formingourown lives, and bc ſeveral wed;- 
ws of Gratitude or fear, infer that »eceſſary con- 
cluſjon of a ſincere wriverſal Obedience 5 and the 
negled of this is the crime the P/alwift menti- 
"ons, P/alm 28. 5. with ſo-ſevere a menace, They 
a, regard 
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regard not the warks of the Lord, nor the operation of 
his hands. ans - _— 
A ND as this is requir'd frem fingle perfons, - 
ſo alſo from Societies and Communities, which 
as they are in their publick capacities the moſt 
eminent ſubjefts ot Judgments or. Mercies, {6 
are they the moſt eminently accountable for both. 
Andthough the Negle& and Abuſe of Gods me- 
thods be a very provoking evilt when *tis only 
perſoxal,yet is 1t much moreſo, when it becomes 
rational : And therefore as it is every mans con- 
cern for his own peculiar to examine how he has 
anſwered Gods methods towards him, ſo is it af 
enquiry very pertinent in relation to the Publick 
alſo; eſpecially where the diſpenfations havebeen 
* remarkable and extraordinary 5 in which reſpe&t 
the Inqni/ition cannot appear more neceſſary for 
any than th3s Nation 5 upon _ which conſideration 
I hope the Reader willthink it no unpardonable 
digrefiton, if we awhile turn afide after it. ©" 
IT 4s the affirmation of our Bleſſed Saviour, 
that where much 3s given,there ſhall be much requird; 
a thing ſo conſonant with natural Equity, that we 
all give our ſuffrage to it, by making it the mea- 
ſure of our expectations in ſecular things, where- - 
in every man looks for returns proportionable to 
his expence or Induſtry. The Husbandman ex- 
petts a Crop anſwerable to his Seed and Labour > 
and in the noblercultures of the Mind, we juſt! 
exat of our Pupils to let their warmers atteſt 
diſcipline they have been under :' According tÞ 
which efttmate we muſt refolve, that Gods expe- 
ations 


En rs; ne fn} 
LY : 


Bn 


OI BS 


ws TE TSet 4 IF4- he bd Rs oY OT "Sh, es "IE - OH” Fg mw” | oe dnth *+ 4 "x0 
% - . A 
M; | : 
, 


arts, 


_— 


192 eMiſchiefr 


'ftations from av of zhis Nation cannot but be very 
high,there being no people under the Sun, whom 
he has more fignaliz'd as his own immediate care, 
on whom the Divine Oeconomy has more conſtant- 
ly and even ſolicitouſly attended inall the variety 
of ſeaſonable and powerful applications. 
I SHALL not aſlume the work of a Chro- 
wicle, by giving a ſeries of all thoſe mercies we 
receiv'din the loyns of our Anceſtors 3 and of 
which we have provided ane unhappy memorial, 
I mean our —— and deſpiſing them 3 it ha- 
ving been the buſineſs of our days, to difentail 
thoſe two moſt ineſtimable Bleſſings, of a pere 
Religion and outward Peace, which our immedi- 
ate Progenitorsleft us 3 and toderiveta our pa- 
ſterity the contrary miſchiefs of impiety and con- 
fuffon. | 
B UT not toravel ſo far back, I ſhall confine 
my refle&ions to ſo late a date, that I ſhall not 
needto beſpeak the faith afforded to Hiſtoriaxs 3 
ſcarce any that can he m4 Reader, but is qualified 
to be my witnef too3 and muſt acknowledge that 
there has on Gods part been no Method wanting, 
that might purific us to himſelf 2 Pecnliar people 
_ Lealows of good works. Tothatend of refining and 
clcanſing us it was, thathe kept us ſo long in the 
furnace, permitted us to thaſe many Fiery trials 


© "of our late calamitous days. *'T were impertinent 


hereto givea Deſcription of thoſe  ſafferinge,whic | 
every mans Memary can ſo readily repreſent to * 
'him3 or to paint that Fleme whoſe ſcorchings we 


have felt 3 'tis enough ta ſay, that' God appeard 
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in them,carneftly induſtrious to have reducedus; 
like « rkz{ful Captain: belicg'd us cloſely, ſtraitned: 
usſoin all our intereſts, that it was ſcarce pol- 
fible for usto fly any where but to himſelf; - In- 
deed he that would make up an exact Catalogue 
of our Calamities, muſt calculate in how many 
inſtances humane nature may be paſſive z there 
being ſcarce any of our ſuffering capacities, to 
which they were not liberally apportioned, our 
Eſtates, our Perſons, our Friends, and which is 
more than all our Gonſczences, all groaning under 
the weight of that Toke, which our own Sins pre- 
ar'd, and other mens fins put on. * Which way 
lovin welookt, weſaw nothing but that which 
might conſume our Eyes and grieve our Heart: If 
on the Church, we ſaw that torn by schiſm, © 
ſpoil'd by Sacriledge 5 the abomination of deſo- _ - 
lation ſtanding in the Holy place, and the houſe ©: 
of Prager made in the molt literal ſenſe 2 dew of 
Thieves. If on the State, we ſaw the breath of 
our Noſtrils, the Anointed of the Lord taken in 
their Pts, Impriſon'd, and Arraign'd, and barba- 
roully eMurder'd, by thoſe who ſlew him, like 
the Heir inthe Goſpel, that they might ſeize on 
his Tnheritavce. Weſaw this and all other Miſ- 
chiefs eſtabliſht by a Law, and made as irrever- 
ſible as powerful malice could render them. And 
now in ſuch a diſtreſs, who would not think that 
ſuch a neceſlity ſhould have become our vertue? 
and ſo perfet a deſtitution compell'd our reſort - 
_ tothe Divine aid ? And as little oppreſt States 
usd to make themſclves homagers to the Rowars, 
.. ta 
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to engage their protection 5 ſo we ſhould have 
made an entire furrendry of our ſelves to God, 
that we might have gain'd a title to his reſcues 
and deliverances. - 

T HIS genuine and kindly effect I doubt not 
but it had in ſome, T would fain think in #vay ; 
but we are not now confidering particulars, but 
the community 3 and therefore how lincere ſocver 
ſuch perſonal reformations were, they muſt not 
come under the account of publick and. general, 
unleſs for their Number and Eminency they had 
been ſufficient to have overwhelmed the contrary 
perverſeneſs : Many there might be whoſe hearts 
( as 'tis ſaid of Foſſahs, 2 Chrox.34.,27. ) did melt, 
and yet the far greater number of the obdurate, 
ſtill juſtly denominate us « Ziffſ-#eck'd people ; an 
Epithet wherewith God often reproaches the 

ews,and ſure we have noleſs evidenced our title 
Oitz foralas, asif we had meant to revenge the 
nexorableneſs of our oppreſiors towards us, in 
our obſtinacy toGod 3 as if whenwecould keep 
nothing elſe, we had yet reſerv'd this ſullen com- 
fort, of having ourhearts impregnable, we made 
a ſhift to hold out againft all theſe batteries 3 
there was little appearance, and lefs reality of Re- 
pentance 3 and if ſome of our laſts were at all leſs 
raging, twas only becauſe they were-ſtarved m- 
to a little tameneſs, the ſypphies cut off which 
ſhould maintain ourRiot : but when any recruits 
could be had,they were devoted that way,and e- 
ven inthe worſt of times we miſt dot tobe as luxu- 
rious as we were able : and as though we eſa 
| enat 
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that vice like the Sea,ſhould gain in one part what 
it loſt in another 3 we took order that what was 
thus inevitably defaulkt from thoſe expenſive Sins, 
ſhould be made up in the cheaper ; we could curle, 
and ſwear,& blaſphemein ſpight of Sequeſtratior, 
and this wretched Immunity we made abundant 
uſe of, till we even became Proverbzal for it 5 
and gave our enemies pretence to faſten it on us 
as our diſtinftive Character. Yet to ſhew our 
ſelves generous ſinners, there was one vice we 
bought at a dear rate, I mean our as imprudent, 
as unchriſtian animoſities, and picques among. our 
ſelves; a fin that helpt to revenge all the reſt.- 
and was as well upon a humane,as divine account, 
a grand inſtrument of our r#ine. To theſe we 
may add our impatient murmurs at our ſuffex- 
ings, which did in ſome work fo prepolterouſly, 
as to reconcile them to the infliters, made them 
unworthily deſert that cauſe,they found charge- 
able to maintain, and contrary to the advice of 
Solomon, Chuſe the ways of thoſe oppreflors 
whole proſperity they envied, Prov. 3. But of 
theſe real Apoſtates the number I hope was not 
great, I wiſh I could ſay ſo alſo of thoſe ſeeming 
deſertors, whoſe knees bowed to Baal, though 
their hearts did not ; who belicd their own Hoyal- 
ty, and in aſhew of. compliance. proſtituted con- 
ſcience 1n ſeveral Engagements as- inconſiſtent 
with each other, as they all were withduty 5 and 
ſuch as they pretended no excuſe for their takgrg, 
but their reſolutions of breaking. It was indeed a 
{ad ſpettacle to ſee what ſholes every enacy 
Edit 
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Edit brought in 3 while men ran in as much 
haſte to take the opportunity of Perjury, as 
the Primitive Chriſtians were wont to do of 
Martyrdom: Indeed herein we ſeem'd to invade 
our enemies peculiar, would not ſuffer them to 
enjoy thoſe marks of diſtinCtion, they had framed 
to themſelves 3 ſo that as far as oaths could figni- 
fie, we were all one Party. And yet while we thus 

diſclaimd Gods reliefs by theſe indirect attemprs 
of our own, we took it very ill that he left us to 

the ſucceſs of them : That he proſper 'd not thoſe 
methods he had interdited, and made us Trium- 
phant, not only over our Enemies but himſelf 
too- and upon this ſcore many mutinous blaſ- 
phemies were utter'd and perhaps ſome more 
thought, though I confeſs, generally we were 
not ſo modeſt, asto ſtick at ſaying the worſt we 
could think 5 and indeed they that heard the fre- 
quent doubts men own'd of Gods juſtice, pro- 
vidence, nay his very being, would not think 
they ſuppreſt any- thing as too ill to be ſpoken - 

We laid boundleſs expectations upon the juſtice 

of our cauſe, and as it we had extreamly oblig'd 

God by not being Traztors, or Schiſmaticks, 

thought he wrong d us extreamly that he made 

us not YiFors. Sammel tells Saul, that RebeBion 
was like Witchcraft 3 but we ſeem'd to think Loy- 
alty was ſo; that like a ſpell it was to keep us 
invulnerable, not only againſt our enemies but 
our Selves: and ſo countercharm all our crimes, 
that they ſhould only be aQtive to pleafe;not hurt 


us. Bur if inthe laſt place we reflet on our 
| {clves 
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ſelves evenin relation to that caxſe in which we ſo, 
much confided, 'ris to be fear'd all men will not 
be able to evince they ſuffer'd for God and the 
King, though they didit in their quarrel: 'tis the 
Intent muſt denominate whoſe Martyrs they 
were, it being too frequent; for private. paltions 
and intereſts ro march underthe banner of cons. 
ſciencez and we call that 'ſometimes taking up. 
the Groff, which is only the-taking up, an animo- 
ſity or humor. Indeed tis nut-poliible for any to 
be Gods Aartyr,who isnot-fir{t his Servant; none, 
of us will ſuffer the greateſt things for a perion 
for whom we will not-do theleaſt 5 and. 'tis ab- 
ſurd Hypocrifie for.a map to pretend he has leſt 
all for God, who we. ſee cannot be wocd toleave 
the moſt defpicable left for. him. He that will 
not part with the noiſe of a loud Oath, the plea- 
ſure of an intemperate Cp, the applauſe of a 
profane Jeſt for God, will, ſurely much leſs ex- 
pole his liberty, his eſtate, his. life for hims and 
therefore what hazards ſoever any manranin any. 
of thoſe, he can with no juſtice ſet it upon Gods 


' account, unleſs he can_prodyce. ſuch other acts 


of obedience, \as may witnel(s this to betrue and 
genuine. And upan this.trial,, I:fear God's party 
will appear to have been bur.ſmall among us, and' 
perhaps the King $not much greater, it. being not 
very probable: that: thoſe ſkotild have any great 
ſenſe of duty to hizz, that, had none to God: of - 
that thoſe ſhould. religiouſly revere: ove Con- 
mandment, who'/deſpiſed-the other xive.. But we 
need not the help of inference and probability itt 

O _":-*. 
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199 Miſchief! ariſing ſrom Miſtekes Chap.8. 
this matter, the mutitious and infolent behaviour 
of thany who profeſt loyalty, - did too cleasly 
evince t : And as it is ſaid of Joeb, that he 
turn'd after 4dorijeh, though he turn'd not after 
Abſalom, 1 Kings 2. 28. and ſome of ours had 
little private rebellions of their own, even while 
they oppos'd the more publick. I love not to 
paſs cenſures on mens thoughts, yet I doubt ſonie 
would be too conſcious to confure me; if 1 ſhould, 
ſay there wanted not. thoſe, who owed their zea! 
totheir Spleen, and did not fo much love thoſe 
they fought for, as hated thoſe they fought agai»ſ#. 
And it may perhaps deſerve enquiry, whether 
that demure pretence of holineſs their Adverſaries 
had put on, did not more avert ſome of our Li- 
bertines from them, than all their real crimes : 
They perhaps ſo far miſtook them, as to ſuſpe& 

they might be in earneſt, when they profeſt to 
advance the power of Godlineff, and at that took 
an Alarm, and ſuch Men (it fach there were). - 
contended not for the Liberty of their Conntrey, 
but their Lxfs3 aid cond withno juſtice, 'ex- 
pet either a reputation, or ſucceſs from that 
gauſe which they at once hcIpt to defame and de- 
fear. I am Joth to go farther, and ſuſpect that 
even ſome ofthe devouter ſort were inſpir'd more 
by the Spirit of oppoſotior#-than Piety 3 yet I con- 
feſs "tis hard to refiſt- that ' ſurmiſe, when 'tig 
conſider'd that out Litargie never had its due ve- 
neration, but when the Dire@ory was Tet up 
againſt'ir. Indeed he 'that ſball remember how 
our- private Oraterics' were then throng'd. and 
now crouded 5 
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crouded 3 and ſhall now compare it with our eap- 
ty Charches, will be tempted to think our devotior 
was of that ſort, which is excited by interdi@, 
and deadned by invitations ; a perverſe kind of 
Zeal, kindled only by OS 8a or colliſion 5 
none of thatpure / which deſcends from hea- 
ven... And then as our Saviour in anothet caſe 
ſays, If the light"that is in thee be darknef, how 
great js that darkneſs * Mat. 6. If this fairer and 
more ſpecious part of us were thus reprovales 
how abnoxigus were the other ? Andit our Ear- 
neſtneſs in a righteous cauſe, by its Siniſter mo- 
tives or adherencies be unable to juſbfic ſelf, 
how ſhall it bear that heavier task we .Jaid on it, 
and plead for our other Guilts. - 

THIS is the true, though not full account 
of our behaviour utider Gods diſc line, thus did 
we fructifie upon his pruningus ; Crone forth 
indeed nothing but degeweroxs fruit.. The bo- 
7 tWrit leaves it as a4 brand. © paoft {oveterate 
Impiety. upon Abhaz, that i» the time of his di- 


ſtreſs he [inn'd yet more againſt the Lord, 2. Chron: 


28. 22. andiure we have too jult titte to the 
ſame Character of infamy'3 thoſe ſufferings” 
which were ſeat to chaſtiſe our ſins, Jery'd but 
to encrealethem, and like the 1/raelites 1a the 
Brick: kilns, they multiplied the more for their 
oppreſſion 3 we debaucht even out Execxutio- 


ers, and made every new calamity fapply ys 


with ſome new-vice. And now when Gods rod 
was thus deſpisd, we were in all reafon to ex- 


pet he ſhould draw his ſword, revenge our te- 
| O 2 | 
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Aſtance of his methods, by ſomewhat we could 
.not reſiſt, make our' Plagwes as obſtinate as our 
ſelves,and involve us in hopeleſs inevitable ruine. . 
This certain fearful looking Jo of Judgment, . Heb. 
IO. 27. was all we had leftour ſclves, of allthe 
rich patrimony we were once polltſt of 3 and our 
preſent miſery ſeem'd impoſlible to expire any 
way but by dying into greater. 

BU T as great artificers are us'd to magnifie 
their Art, .by chuſing the moſt unlikely materi- 
al; ſodidit pleaſe God in this total indifpoſed- 
neſs of outs, when we were fo unapt ſubjefts'to 
illuſtrate his mercy, and as ifhe deſign'd this 24- 
tional deliverance ſhould ( in its proportion.) be 
che Tranſcript of our more #niverſal Redemption, 
he viſited us not only in this ſtate of miſery,” but 
enmity.z when we had ſet our ſelves in defiance 
 ofhis judgments, he laid as it. were an Ambuſh 
of zercy for us, and furpris'd us with ſafety: by 
ſuch. undiſcernable ways retars'd the captivity of 
our Sion, that wewere 1ndeed delivered like ther 
that dream; Pſal. 126.1. gave us a viFory without 
a wzr 3 without the intervention of garments rol- 
led in bloud, Eſay 9. 5. inveſted usin our Trium- 
phant robes, andin a word, made usinſenſibly to 
glide into our long forgotten proſperity. 

AND now who can imagine, but this mira- 
culous Mutation without ' us, muſt alſo work a 
Change w#thir-us? Indeed they muſt have a very 
11] opinion of humane nature, that can think it 


_ . poſlible it ſhould haye perverſeneſs enough tore- 


fiſt ſuch endearments 3 ſach kindly Heat muſt 
| needs 
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needs-be ſuppos'd-to-melt us3. and if before our 
Pride diſdain'd;, to be. compel, yet even that. 
ſtuþbornneſt part of us cannot object againſtthe 
being courted inttamendment. So that when God 
has thus yielded toour terms, left us not ſo much 
as aPunGilio inour way to Piety, 'tis but a rea» 
ſonable expeCtation we ſhould embrace it with as 
great an Earneſtneſs, as it was formerly rejeed 
b us, TRIED 

" ND would God we'could ſay we did ſo 5 
but alas, we (till affet prodigies, take a kind of 
wanton Joy in defeating Gads deſigns, and asif 
we aſpiredta vye Miracles with him, have made 
our returzs as unparall'd as bis zercies 5 ſo that 
the ſum of our account is this. No Nation was 
ever more ſignaliz'd by Gods goodnef, or its own 
perverſeneſs, it being hard to determine in which 
of thoſe reſpects it 1s molt exzirent. That this 
1519 the general perfeRly true, there are too ma-- 
ny particulars ready ta teſtifie, indeed a whole 
cloud of Witneſſes do concur to the provingthe 
charge. I ſhall not undertake to examine «d, 
yet /ome of the principal it will not be amiſsto 
take natice of. | | | 

BEFORE weenquire into the uſe we have 
made of Gods Mercics, let us a little: conſider 
what our ſenſe of them is3 and ſure of all the i#- 
terrogatories we.can put to our ſelves, this a 
pears the eaſieſ#, the moſt gentle favourable Teh, 
that.even our own partialities could clet for us3 
it being ſo natural ta men in miſery to.value a re» 
ſcue, . and' celebrate their deliverers, that the 
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contrary would be the' only wonder; we ſte 
even the Jews, who were none of the moſt mal- 
leable people, yet 'deliverances made impreffi- 
ons onthe, fet them to their vor proceſſions 
and ſolenm hymes in praiſe of God : nay ſuch a 
_ piece of native Religion 3s this, that 'the Hea- 
thens exemplifieit to us, The Philiſtines when 
they had taken 84mpſozr,magnified their Dago#,as 
having delivered their enemy and the deſtroyer of 
their conmtrey into their hands, Tudg. 16. 24. $0 
upon the victory over Saxl, 1 Same. 31. 9. they 
ſent round about to publiſh it itz the honſe of their 
tdols., And in all ſtories we find, the Heathen 
Altarswere never fo loaden with 8acrifices, as 
upon ſich occaſions ; and the Goſpel tells 'us, 
that thoſe on whom Chriſt beſtowed miraculous 
cures, were ſo tranſported with them, that their 
gratitude ſupplanted their obedience, andmade 
them notwithſtanding his prohibjtion, proclaim 
the wonders he had done for them : But I fear if 
we reflet upon our ſelves, we ſhall not be able to 
match any of theſe inſtances. 'Tis true our late 
change was entertain'd with a Joy proſaſe enough, 
' but not enough religiow. We ſaw that great 
things were done for us, and thereofwe rejoy- 
ced 3 but we did not ſo much confider that the 
Lerd had done them,P/#/.114.and ſo were rather 
affected with the rarity and profitableneff, than the 
' mercy and kirdneffof the Diſpenſation: & age 46 
the care of our Goverrors have provided for the 
- feligions part alſo, affign'd days of Pirim for the 
, perpetual commemoration of our 'deliverazce, 
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yet aur {light obſervance of them does too fully 
evince our Jay was merely ſecular 3 and ſurely 
he that obſerv'd the numerous and loud acclams- 
ions in the ſtreets, and the. few faint Halelujahs 
in the Temple, muſt needs lay they were very difs, 
proportionate, and that how much ſocver the - 
moſt of us rejoyc't, it was not in the Lord: and 
then we are not to wonder that it was fo tray- 
fient 3 fince it was merely earthly, it mult needs 
partake ofthe fadingneſs of its origizal ; where- 
as had we deriv'd it higher, it would have been 
laſting and dureblez jt could nat fo ſuddenly 
have expir'd, had we fetcht it from him,zw whoſe 


preſence is fulneff of joy,and at whoſe right hand are . - 


pleaſares for evermore. But alas, our tranſports 
were ſuch as exhauſted themſelves in their own 
noiſe, we expreſt our Joy in Boxfires, and it va» 
pour'd away in the ſmoke z there wanted- that 
mixture of Piety which ſhauld have fix'd that wo- 
latile Paſſion, and we who at firft were much mare 
ou than thankful, within;a very ſhort tume cea- 
ed tq beeither. yy 

AND then as wiolewt Heats when onoe ex- 
pir'd, are ſucceeded by the extreameſi Cold; la 
has it fared with us 3 we fell from qur Extaſies 


, not to.the mean, but the contrary extreme 3 our 
vaſt complacencies at their parting, carried with . 


them.even ordinary contentation, and left ys 
not.oaly. joyleſs, but impatient. Ic was indeed 
matter of Equal ſhame and wonder, to (ee a ſcene 


- fo; ſuddenly chang'd, whereia as in many ather 


inſtances, we ſcem(d.'to bave tranſcrib'd the car 
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_ fy of the - mutinous '7/raelites, whom we find in 
the very ſame Chapter, Exod. 15. triumphing and 
repining3/and no ſooner were the Timbrels out 
of their hands, bur Complaints were in their 
' mouths, verſ. 24. What ſhall we drink? And inthe 
beginning of the next, with the ſame querulous 
-1mportumity they require meat. But not to wrong 
them'in the compariſon, their Murmurs had ſome 
extenvating ' circumſtances which ours have 
not 3'they lookt indeed with ſome appetite. upon 
Aqeypt, and made ſome propoſals of Return,but 
'it was while they fſuffer'd the hardſhips of the 
* wilderneſs; they preferr'd a repleted flxvery, be- 
' fore a hungry freedom 3 but even they were not 
ſo frantick in their mutinies, as tomakeany ſuch 
offer in Canaur, or have any Emulation to the 
" Garlick and Onions;' amidſt the affluence of Milk 
' and Honey : No 'tis we Alone that have the un- 
happy $kill of reconciling the fins of Canaan, and 
_ the Wilderneſſ; murmur as much underour #izes 
and Fig-trees, as at Rephidim; or Marah,and make 
all the out-cries of wart and flevery, whileſt we 
 wallowin the utmoſt Juxury of plenty and ſree- 
dom. - 1 need not here ſpecific the particulars of 
- our Mirmurings, - this d:fcourle being not hke- 
ly to'find, many'whoſe innocence will need that 
* formation," this allignant humor having {ſpread 
Ao, that 'tis now \- becotne' almoſt a: ſcandalous 
-( becaitſe a fingular ) thing-to be contended.'And 
- certainly a conliderrng Foreiner,that [houldeome 
--among us, could not but be aſtoniſhrtoſee a! Na- 
tion fo full of all thoſe things which uſe to create 
> 3 | : tem» 
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temporal ſatisfaCtions, and -yet- ta-find no body - 
in it ſatisfied; to ſee ſo many parties among us, 
and gone proſperous: This is ſuch a riddle as 
would tempt a man to ſuſpe& his ſexſes, and 
think we had allthis while but dreamt of a reſto» 
ration : been under the deluſion the Prophet de- 
ſcribes of the hrngry and thirſty man, that at his 
waking finds he is empty, and his out hath appetite, 
Eſay 29: 8. 'Tis a fad, but viſible truth, that all 
that God has done for us, hath been ſo far from 
filling. our. deſires, thad1r has only ſerv'd to eny 
large.them : for 1 appeal to any. of our. loudeſt 
matineers, whether it ſome years fince the, pre- 
ſent ſtate of affairs had been reprelented to them, 


dreſt 1a the worſt circumſtances they now: com- 


plain of, they would not then have thought 1t 
extremely amiable, worth Rachels-prize of leven 
years more hardſ{hip3- nay, whether they would 
nat willingly have made ſome abatements,relin- 


quiſht part of what. they now enjoy, to have had 


the reſt (ecur'd 2. And: when: God has granted us 
all we then askt, ſtall we; murmur becauſe. we 
could ow perhaps ask ſomething. more 3 and hike 
ingrate Debtors, pick a quarrel to evade- pay- 
ment? Was it not enough that he engag d his 
Onmipotence for us, but muſt his Ommniſcience al- 
ſo be: preſt upon- the fame ſervice? and provide 
all he- could foreſce we could wiſh:? Alas; db 
wethmk we have the fame hank. upon God, that 
ſome:Gallants. have; on their- truſting Merchants, 
that-upon: Peril of: loſing all. former ſcores, che 
mult ſtillgo an-ta ſupply us? - Shall we — 

| thing 
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thing fit for oblivion but our obligations > And 
#nthis perverſe ſenſe tranſcribe S. Paul, Phil. 3. 
13. forgetting thoſe things which are behizd, reach 
: forward to the things that are before : this indeed 
too fully ſpegks us the ofi-ſpring of our firſt Pa- 
rents 3 we can find no gultin all the fruits of Pa- 
radiſetf any one be denied us 3 and ſtill look not 
on \what we bave, but what we wart 3 and as it is 
obferv'd of the greedier ſort of creatures, that 
they reliſh not one bit for the vehement expeRta- 
tion of another : So is it with us, we devour, but 
do not exjoy our'Bleſfings3 and to require him to 
ſatisfie us, is to aſſign him the Poets Hell, fet him 
with Be/#s daughters to the task of filling a 
feve with water, or rolling $yſphw's ſtone; our 
growing appetites ſtill keeping us empty and 
reſtleſs amidft atl endeavours to make us other- 
wiſe 3 ſo that whereas God uſes to commit his 
favours to Men, as ſeed to the Earth, in expetta- 
tion of an harveſs, ſome fruits of gratitude and 
obedience they (eem with us rather to be flung 
intoa Gulph, whole property is only to ſwa/ow, 
never to ſrutt;fie. | 
I KNOW mens Mizds are ſo pofteſt with 
their diſcontents, : our daily -mutinous blaſts have 
puſft up and fwelled our grievances to ſuch vaſt- 
neſs, that he muſt expect to be very impatient- 
ly heard, that ſhall attempt to repreſent them 
in a. leſſer fizes yet (ure-'twere not impoſhble 
even npon 2 dire&t view,todemonſtratetbem ve- 
Ty Gghs and moderate: but upotr.2' comparative, 
per 
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little ſtrange, that we who bare our /ate ſuffering 
eſtate with ſo much — Trap ſhould not have 
impreſſions enough left in our memory, to con- _ 
front to all our preſent regrets. Do we not quiet- - 
ly now poſſeſs the fruits of our own, or our Pro- 
genitors i#duſtry, without danger of any Seque- 
ſtration, but what our own Luxuries infli&t ? 
Arenot our Perſons at freedom 5 deliver'd from 
that kind word, ahd unkind thing, SE C U- 
R I'N G? So that when we riſe in the Morning, 
weneed not fear our next lodging ſball be in the 
Goal or dungeon nor when we fit down to our 
Meal, ſuſpect the intruſton of arm'd wninvited 
Gueſts, who ere whiles, we know, were wontto 
ſurpriſe us, as the Plague did the Iſraelites, ever 
while the meat was yet in our months 3, are not our 
Lives under the cuſtody of known Laws, fo that 
no manis in danger that will but keep himſ&lf 
within thoſe Zomndaries; nor need fear ro be 
mockt itito his grave by ſhews and Pageantries of 
Juſtice ? And beſides theſe real eſcapes from fla- 
very, are we not reſcued from the moſt imbitter- 
ing circumſtance of it, the having ſervarts rule 
over #42 A thing which rendred our ſubjeQjon as 
mean and ſervile, as it was ſharp and preſſing, 
and which we were thex fo ſenſible of, that 
it never miſt to bring up the rear of our Com- 
plaints.. Laſtly, if we refle& upon our higher 
fpiritual cpnceras, are we not freed from thhſe 
boiſtrous robuſt rexyptations, which with the vis- 
lenceof Famine and Sword, Beggary and Death 
aſſaulted our conſta#cy, and left no mean between 
Er : rl - tt | Martyr- 
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Martyrdom and Apoſtaſie ? Are we not alſo re- 
ſtor'd to all thoſe ſpiritual advantages which we 
once profeſt ſo much to value ? That well of life 
now lies open before us, after which we once 
 pantedlike the Hart after the water-ſprings 3 our 
ancient worſo3p is revived, and wants only our at- 
tendance to make it ſolemn 3 whereas the abomi- 
nation of Deſolation (tood in the holy place, our 
prayers were turned to fin 5 needed, but were de- 
nied the Litgrgie to pray againſt them, or atone 

. their guilts. We have no longer ores given us 
for bread,nor experiment that ſad riddle,of being 
at once cloyed and ſtarved ; amidſt exceſs of 
preaching ſutiering a Famine of the Word. And 
now are all theſe worth no regard ? If they are 
not,why did weexclaim ſo loudly when we want- 
ed them ? If they are 3 why are we ſtill as querr.- 
lous now we have them ? 'Tis ſure;theſe include 
all our great and ſubſtantial intereſts as men,and 
Chriſtians, and thoſe being provided for, 'tis not - 
caſily imaginable what others we ſhould have im- 
portant enough to make us querulous, unleſs it 
be thoſe of Paſſion-and Humour. One mans am 

| bition perhaps wants a ſatisfaftion, another mans 
evarice, athirds ſpleen 5 and this diſcord makes 
up the very unmuſical Harmony of our wurmurs. 
If we ſee but a eMordecai in the Kings gate 
whom we wiſh removed, we can like Hamar find 
no guſt in any. thing we.cnjoy.., If we ſee ſome, 
who we think, have born leſs of the, burden and 
 heatof the day, rewar! "i equally or perhaps 
"above our ſelyes,we are lyre to make qut the Pa- 
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rable, by T_ at the good man of: the 
houſe : Or if Nizeveh be ſpar'd, if all be not EXES 
cuted to whom we have denounc'd\ deſtruction, 
we like Joxah fit down ina fullendifcontent; and 
grow weary of ourlives, becauſe othersare per- 
mitted to enjoy theirs.To theſe and other heads 
of the like- nature, 'tis' apparent our grievances 
may be reduced 3 and then if the'ballance be/pur 
into any diſpaſſionate hand, 'tis ſure they canine- 
ver become a counterpoize to the other real 'be- 
nefits' we enjoy, but will in the Prophets phraſe; 
appear lighter than vanity aud nothing. © 
BUT I ſuppoſe ſome will fay, tis not only 
preſentuneaſjneſles of which they are impatient, 
but the ' pollibility of futxre, a fear of relapſing 
mto our former eſtate by the 11] managery of our 
preſent : To'theſe I ſhall anſwer, -that admit it 
were ſo, yet ſure twill be no wiſdom to antici- 
pate our miſeries, 'to foreſtall diſconterits, and 
make forelight as painful as atual ſuffering. '- In 
other forbidden inſtances we' chufe to enjoy the 
preſent, and with an Epicurean Tndifferency cry, 
Let wet and drink for to mortowwedie, t Cor-15. 
32. How is it that we here become ſounhlucki- 
ly ſagacious, unleſs itbe that murmuring isa'Senz 
uality we count equivalent, nay ſuperior to-all 
rational fatisfaGtions 3 and therefore that we may 
have nointermiſſion of that delight, ſuborn our 
phancies to find occaſions, and fetch in fromthe 
future thoſe ſapplies-which the 'prefent affords 
not : Bur befides this,' ] ſhould 'm the ſecond 
place ask theſe great Diviters, why they do not 
alio 
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alſo foreſee, that this very mutinans temper of 
theirs is the moſt direct and infallible means of 
bringing thoſe a—_ they yrvend to fear 3 
that it is ſo, is evident, and ſo well obſerv'd 
by our Adverſaries,that there is little doubt, they 
have not oaly pleaſure, but defigns upon it 3 and 
' to that purpoſe have their Engine, an work to 
blow up the hot Spirits among us, in expeRation 
ſromtheace to raiſe a flawe. Soblind a thing is 
Paſſion, that it hurrics on to the things which in 
their iflue we moſt abhor 3 makes us our Enemies 
drudges, and the forgers of our own ſhackles 3 and 
whileſt we cry out ofpetty Indulgencies, weour 
ſelves give them in the {uzmp, what we grudge 
them in percels: This is a miſerable infatuation, 
and while we a@ thus unreaſonably, we are ſure 
no competent declaimers' agaiaſt il] managery, 
But beſides this natural effe& of our. murmurs, 
we arealſo to remember that there is a Divine 
vengeance attending it ; when bauuties and Largeſ- 
ſes are quarrell'd at, we neceſſitate God to ano- 
ther Meth6d, nay indeed, nat only his peagearce, 
but even his kixduef ſeems to ſuggeſt it 3 when 
he ſees our conſtitutions ſuch, that his gentle ap- 
plications work contrary effetts, tis very appo- 
ſite for him to try whether the atipersflak, will 


operate on the other (ide 3 if we ſmrart thus under 
lenitives, "tis but fit to eflay, if corroſives will 
_ eaſe a9 5 and the only remauning experiment for 
the making us bappy is to make'us miſerable. 


B U T would God we might yet preventthe 
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eſtimate, and thankful ſenſe gf what we haz 
provide to conſerve it : not faſtidiouſly delpn 
great and eminent bleſſngs, becauſe, perbaps1! 
come not home to every part of,our wiſhes. Alas, 
_ thoſe plenary ſatisfaRtions agree not with the ne- 
tuteof Earthly things : 'Tis an obſervation long 
fince, rais'd from the Globular' and Triangular 
form of the World and our Hearts, that 'tis.im- 
poſlible the one ſhould be filled with the other, 
there will ſtill be ſore angles, ſome vacuities 
left; our very acceſſrors create new warts, and 
tike an unſound limb, the healing of oze Sote is 
the breaking out of avother. Every thing under 
the Moor partakes of her wici{/atndes, augments 
and decxeaſes only with this difference, that 
though their wairs be to as lowa degree as hers, 
they never are perſeRly «t theful/. There never 
was, nornever will be a State here completely 
happy - And as the 7P4:/oſopher thandſomly re- 
proacht the impatience of the Perſian King for the 
death of his Wife, by undertaking to revive her; 
if he could help him but to the names of three 
men that had never griev'd to write upon her 
Tomb ; fo ſurely we may make the like offerto 
our malecontents, and engage to redeem all theit 
uneaſineſles, ifthey can point us out (I ſay not 
three, but :) ove age wherein there wereno com- 
plaints. What then are our clamorous Repinings, 
but ſo many loud i#ve@ives againſt Gods degrees 
a Deſire to ſubvert his fundamental Zaw,and con- 
found the diſtin&;on he has irreverſibly ſet bes 
tween our Earthly and Our Heeverly ſtate? And 
| alas, 
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alas, What mad inſolence is this, to' expect that 
the whole 0economy of the world muft be chang'd 
only to humour us? That God muſt replant us a 
Paradiſe, pluck up every one 'of the Briers and 
Thorns which were our native curſe ? Nay,bring 
down Heaven to us, and enſtate us in undiſturb'd 
unmix'd felicities ? This is indeed ſimply confi- 
dered a'very wild expeQtation, but yet more ſo, 
when 'tis conſidered how we qualifie our ſelves 
for ſuch a priviledge : forlet me ask, are we as 
caper to anticipate the holineſf,as the happineſs of 
Heaven? Do we as paſtionately defire to do Gods 
will.as that God ſhould do ors? And emulate the 
Angelical obedience and purity, as much as bliff 2 
Theſe are Interrogatories which need-ho verbal 
'Anſwer, our lives do too fully refolve them inthe 
negativez andthen how ſhameleſs a partiality- is 
it, thus to carve toour ſelves, and chuſe out of 
either ſtate what we beſt like, reſerve all-the ſen- 
faalities of this world,and-yet cry out for the ime- 
paſſibleneſi of the next 3 but alas, theſe are pre- 
tenfion as inconfiſtent as' they are bold, our- vi- 
ces having ſuch a native inſeparable adherency of 
pain and vexation, that 'tis not the moſt dexte- 
rous managery of a ſinthat can ever ſever them, 
but if we will retain the ove, we muſt the other al- 
ſo: A Truth which might be exemplified to us 
_ throughout the whole Catalogue even ' of ſenſual 
fins 3 but it 1s moſt eminently viſible in this of 
amurmuring, which ſtays not as others do'to take 
Pain at the rebound, and by way of reſult; but has 
it as its firſt Element and principle 3 it being it- 
; («lf 
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ſelf almpſt asgreat a puin as any it can betray 


us to : and yet to ſecure an advance and perpetrity 
of Torment, every Event ſerves to foment and 
heighten it, ind the moſt deſperate things are 
equally combuſtible to. that flame. Indeed he 
that is poſſeſt with that humour,has a kind of fu- 
within him, that will never let. himreſt : And 
alas, what Legions of ſuch evil Spirits are now 
among us? 'How are we as it were inſpird with 
Mutiny, it being'the xniverſal dialc@ of the Nati; 
on; and of thany init, who cannot be ſuppos;d 
to found it in aty obſervation of their.own, ue 
are led by the common genizs, and bellow rather 
by conſent with the reſt of the herd, than for any 
uneaſineſs, at leaſt of i»juftice and oppreſſzon ( for 
fuch only give pretence for Mutiny ) that thetn- 
ſelves feel. And ſince 'tis become a Plebeiar vice, 
would God out Gentry woutd uſe it as they do 
their faſhions, ind leave it 'off (if for no better 
reaſon ) fot its being »#/gar- And indeed 'twere 
but equitable; that thoſe who have taken, up. io 
many fins upon ' panGilio, ſhonld for: once lay 
down one upon the ſame ſcore: The Atheni ur 
State pat dowh their 0ſirati/zz ( which otherwiſe 
they were fond enough of )becauſe it was debaſed 
by happening to fall on Hyperbols, a deſpicable 
and abje@ perſon: and there ſeems not much dif- 
ference inthe caſes, fave only that we are more 
tenacious of $7#s, than they of Puriſbarents; and 
I fear we ſhall ſo long retain this, till we findit its 
own LiFor, fot only in the preſent uneaſineſs, but 
in that more fraitful harveſt of Milchiefs, where- 
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of it has now ſown the: ſeeds. We ſee here what 
our thankfulneſs 1s, for thoſe eminent” miracy- 
lous mercies we have receiv'd, and the account 
of that is an unhappy ſpecimen, what we are like 
to find, when we ſurvey. the uſes we have made of 
them, which God knows have been ſo unnatural 
and perverſe, as docs tao fully parallel the for- 
mer inſtance. | 
FOR firſt, if we refle&t upon our ſpiritual 
bleſſings, what has the enjoyment of thoſe advan- 
tages produced, but the contempt of them ;. we 
have an eafie free acceſs to God in his Sanftuary, 
our Churches are no longer Gerriſons to keep out 
the worſhip, to which they were devoted, but 
like hoſpitable doors, are opento the regular picty 
of any that will enter. And now we-have this li- 
berty,now the flaming ſword is removed,we have 
loſt all appetife to the Tree of life, can willingly 
let thoſe Everlaſting gates ( as the P/almiſt Ryles 
them ) Pſal. 21. land as everlaſting]y oper,cre we 
enter them: And though the Fabricks are by 
Gods providence reſcued from their duſt and 
ruines, yet many ofus endeavour to reduce them 
to a yet woarle deſolation, ſtrive to depopulate 
thoſe ſacred Manſions, and execute againſt them 
that prophetick, threat concerning Ninevah, Na- 
hum. 1. Leave them empty, void and waſte. And 
indeed fo they are, it not in an abſolute, yet in a 
Comparative ſenſes for could we at any time of 
Divine Servicemake an eſtimate of a the perſons 
that are abſent, *'twould ſcarce be diſcern'd that 
«ry are therez were all corners raaſackt, what a 
multitude 
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mulktirude'of Recxſarts (ſhould we find upon a far 
differing accountfrom that of Conſcience? Some 
we ſhould fee ſtretching themſelves upon their 
beds; keeping a Sabbath indeed, but to their ſloth, 
Hot their God; others perhaps we may find rousd 
fromtheir Couches, upon the ſummons nor of 
Religion but vanity fome new garment is to be 
fitted, . ome exotick dreſs eflayed, and they who 
vradge- one hou? to the Preachers glaſs, can ſpend 
EN at their owr'3' where they are ſo taken up 
wittytheir '7dolatries to theriſelves, that rhey 
think'sf no other worſhip; nay, as the world 
goed}: twere well this were:the worſt diverſion, 
that fome didinot keep from Church, that they 
might in the -interum, defile thoſe lefler Temples 
of God they catry-about them, and cut them- 
felves.off from the Communion: of Chriſt body,to 
make themfelves ##embers of ar' Harlot: or that 
others were nor Betchat his Votaries when -_ 
fhoald be Gods; fpend that time'm their frantic 

revel, and fing a, Dithyramibick inftead of Te De- 
um. As for the eManmoniſt, it he keep any holy 
day, tis like the' 7/raelites to his Gods of Gold, 
Exod- 32.31. [Hes lookinb with veneration of 
hisIdoliz'd treafure, nambring 'thofe bags he 
dares not uſe; or perhaps with a more ative-Zeal 
purſuing the means of encrea{ing them.” ' Thus 
alas, 'may wego'ftony one toianother, and as it 
was In Ezekzets"viſton, ſee Nill greater abortii- 
nations, Ezek.'8. And certaihly that All-ſeeing 
Eye, Which' diſcerds what multitudes do'thas 
buſie themſelves; "atthe tirnes even of his ſotemri- 
| P. 2 eſt 
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eſt worſhip, cannot but adjudge us moſt profane 
defpiſers of his mercy in reſtoringit : Yet would 

- to God ''twere only the abſert upon whom: that 
ſentence would fall 3 but alas, the -bchaviour of 
rany in the Church does too loudly teſtifie-how 
little of devotion brings them thither, and at kow 
mean a fate they value all that is done:there : 
Thoſe Eyes which there ſhould : wait on God; as 
thoſe of 4 Servant on the hands of his eMafter, 
Pſal. 123. 2. are rolling about to. fetch inall- the 
vanities and temptations . which. can occur. to 
thim, and look every way, but towards Heaven. 
Our Toxgxes which ſhould be toncht with a Coal 
from the Altar, devoted wholly to Hymns and 
Prayers, are buſted in ' private: CoZoquies with 
thole about us :- Buſineſs, News, nay, all' the 
impertinent chat, of - our moſt vacant hours, is 
then-taker'up to entertain .us 3 fo that he who 
would know the. talk of the Town or neighbour- 
hood,;necd go neither to Exchange nor Market, 

the Church willas certainly ſupply bym : And this: 

ill employment of our Torgxes, engages the like 

of our Eats, which, when they ſhould be hearken- 

ing what the Lord-God will ſay concerning us, 

are liſtening tothoſe yeir diſcourſes we hold with 
one another'z from atl which outward indecencies 
we may too ſurely colle( the inward irreverence 
of our heart. And is it poſbble. that this-ſhoald 
now be the Temper of ob #,; who not long ſince 
ſcem'd to bewail their exclyfſox from thoſe ſacred 
Aſſemblies? Did we long for them as David for the 
waters of Bethlehem,when they appeard hg 
| | able, 
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able, and when they are brought to us, refuſeto - 
taſte them, pour them our not as he did in devo- 
tion, butin contempt £ Tis true indeed, in terr- 
poral Delights folſeiſron uſually proves a nauſea- 
ting thing, and takes off our appetites but it uſes 
not to be ſa in fpiritzel, whoſe peculiar property 
it 1s, not to ſatiate, but excite by fruition : But 
alas, though the Things we converſe with are 
ſpiritual, our Hearts are carxal, and that is the 
cauſe why inſtead of crying aur with the P/almiſt, 
then ſhall I come to appear in the preſence of God, 
Pſal. 42. We, like thoſe in eMakechy, Chap. 1. 
13. Swuff at his ſervice, and ſay, What a wearineſs 
is it A wearineſs indeed it appears in the literal 
ſenſe with many, who ſleep at it as men over-la- 
bour'd, and ſcarce take ſo ſound repaſe in their 
own houſes as in Gods; indeed ſuch is the variety 
of rude behaviour that is there us'd, that ſhould 
an wnbeliever come into our Aſſemblies, he muſt 
ſurely ( as St. Pat ſuppoſes in another caſe, 
1'Cor. 14. 23. ) lay, we are mad; to ſee fome 
gazing, ſome whiſpering, ſome laughing, others 
ſleeping, and perhaps the far fewer number pray-_ 
ing 3 is ſuch a vedly, asthe moſt brutiſh 7dolaters 
never admitted in their worſhipg 3 and the way of 
worſhipping A/ercyry, by throwing ſtones, or 
Hercules by curfing, is a fober' and decent kind 
of ſervice compar'd with this. And now alas, 
when will the Church recover its ancient Title, 
and become the houſe of prayer?” Tis ſure according 
to the preſent appearanee it may have many more: 
proper names, that ng che leaſt part of the bu- 
STR 2 _-  - - nels 
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fineſs donein it: 'Tis true, there are ſome that 
make it a Sen@uary, but tis only againſt the pe-, 
nalties of the Law,or reproach of arrant Atheſme 5. 
they come to ſave their money or their credit 3 
others perhaps (bun the ſolitarineſs of being at 
| home, and come not as to a place of Devotzer, 
but Concourſe; and 'tis to be doubted, ſome viſit 
that place as they do many others, becauſe they 
have nothing elſe todo : They wanttheir week- 
days diverſion, and ſo are driven thither.upon 
mere deſtitution of more grateful entertain- 
ments 3 make it a kind of Sunday play-houſe, (it 
there as Spectators or Judges, to {ce the compery,, 
or cenſure the Preacher, but never remember that 
themſelves have any other partto alt; or arebe- 
held by Him, who will not always be paticnt of || 
ſuch profanation 3 but will, as the Scripture | 
ſpeaks, Repay them to their face, who thus contemm 
him to bis. We know among men, every one 
counts his Houſe his fortreſs 3 and an Afiront 
offered him there, doubles the Injury, and is nat 
only a contempt, but an _— : and ſhall it not 
be a proportionable enhanſement with God allo, 
thus to defie him within his own doors, and ap- 
proach his preſence in an impious bravery, the 
more fully to ſhew him, how little we regard him? 
Atthisrate while we addreſs our ſelves, we may 
as ill manner'd Gueſts be forbid his houſe : Tater- 
rogated by God as the Jews were,1/a.1.Why doeft 
thou tread my Conrts? A total abandoning of. 
Worſhip being more fair and ingenuous than ſuch 
Devotign : « 90m like the barbaroxs ſoldiers, 
we 
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we bring Chriſt a 8cepter,only to ſite him onthe 
head with it 5 and make a-preface of homage, to 
ive our felves the iport of the mockery - nay, 'tis 
2dly to be fear'd, that God may thruſt us out of 
his Houſe, fawt his Doors againſt us, reſc#e his 
Service and; himſelf from- our profanation, and 
put us again under the ſame, (or a worle inter». , 
dit than that which lately lay upon us. | 
HAVING now ſeen our ſcandalous Irreve- 
rence towards Gods worſhip in gexeral, 'tis too 
ealic to make Application tothe ſeveral parts of 
itz every one of which muſt neceſlarity partake 
of the contempt which fallsupon the whole 3 for 
while we bring no thoughts but ſecular with us3 
thoſe are equally diſagreeing to all the Divine 


wandrings in each of thoſe, fince our whole be» 
hbavionr in the Church is one great deviation fram 
the buſineſs we ſhould came about ; yet that ſu- 
perſedes not to. every guilty perſon himſelf the 
neceſlity of a more diſtin and particular refle- 
ftion. 'Tis ſure at the leſt dreadful Andit, we 
mult account for every of thoſe jpiritual advan- 
tages we have abus'd; and alas, what a diſmal 
reckoning will many of us have then to give up, 
when our prayers which we now turn into Sing 
ſhall.be turned into perditien? And we Who would 
not fupplicate our God, ſhall in vain invoke the 
venuntains and hills to hide ws from the face of the 
lemb, wheri: that Word which we now ſo faſ{tidi- 
ouſly deſpiſe, that it muſt be dreſt up in the cq- 
lonrsof humane Rhetorick, ta make us at all pay 
P 4 tient 
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Gent of it,and beedqmesthen only tolerable to us, 
when it is fartheſt]removed from being Gods : 
when #hat word, as bur $avjovr ſpeaks, ſhall judge 
#5, and that graciohs irvitation to life end in that 
fatal ſentence, Go yq curſed. Nay,- when our ve- 
ry propitiation ſhall] plead againſt us, and the 
* cructhed Body of opr Saviour,which we have 3n 
E ffigie lo often recrycified in''our unworthy ap- 
proaches, or impiozs neglect of the holy Euche- 
riſt ſhall witneffagainſt us as its wwrderers, when 
we ſhall be found not ſprinkled as with the bloud 
of a ſacrifice, but imbrued as with that of ſlaugh- 
fer : when all theſe means of our ſalvation, ſhall 
| thus miſerably convert, and from the favour of 
life, become thar wnto death. 2 Cor. 2.16. then we 
ſhall to our amazement- find, how differing our 
eſtimates of them were -from Gods; and in” his 
vengeance read the value he put upon them. 
What then have we now to do, but to anticipate 
our dooms dey,and judge our ſelves that we may nos 
be judg 'd of the Lord + To make an impartial ac- 
count of all theſe our profanations, -and accuſe 
our {elves before his wercy-ſeat, that ſo we may 
prevent the arraignment at his bar of Judgment. 
And as Offenders are uſually enjoyn'd to acknow- 

tedge their guilts in the very places where they 
committed them ſo Jet us make the Church the 
Scene of our peritexce, as we have of our faults > 
By our ſtrong crymg and tears, deprecate our 
former indevotion, and by an exemplary Reve- 
rence, redreſs the ſcandal of our Profaneneſs. 
This, and-only this is the way to ſecure us againft 
* | | | the 
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the final Vengeance of theſe fins; nay,and againſt 
the interwedial alſo: for we are not to expett 
that ſo unkind abuſe of mercy ſhall be wholly re- 
ſpited to another world, it being fo exaſperating 
a crime; as muſt in all probability awake Gods 
fury, and pull down preſent Judgments. I wiſh 
rhe Event do not too ſoon atteſt the reaſonable- 
neſs of. this ſuppoſal. 

I F from our ſpiritual Bleſſings, we now de- 
ſcend to our temporal, we ſhall not appear much 
better managers of thoſe; they being general- 
ly employed to purpoles the moſt diſtant from 
thoſe, for which they were given. And firſt for 
our peace, that great comprehenſive egjoyment, 
upon which all others are dependent, and which 
is to our civil Capacities, the ſame that beelth 
Is to our zatural; the thing by which we reliſh 
and taſte the reſt of our comforts, we may from 
the Song of Zachary, .Luke 1. learn for what in- 
tent God beſtows it : Deliverance from enemies is 
to no other end, but that we may ſerve God in 
holineſs and righteouſneſs al the days of our life: 
But alas, he that obſerves how we employ our. 
quiet, muſt ſurely ſay it ſerves little to the ad- 
vancement either of Holineſs or Righteouſneſs < 
For the firſt of theſe we have already ſeen, how: 
little of holineff we ſhew even in that place 
where nothing elſe ſhould be admitted 3 and we 
are not fo: prepoſterouſly religious; to ſhew + 
more in others. That Piety which is ſo cold and. 
benumm'd under the warm breath of the publick 
Ordinances 3 we may well preſume ſtark frozen, in 

| our 
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our more retir'd offices :- and if it thus faint and 
fink in conſort, 'tis ſure more liable to the Wiſe 
mans Ye ſolz, and utterly dies when we are alone. 
'Tis true indeed, theſe Cloſet-tranſa@ions are im- 
mediately viſible to none but the == of 
hearts, yet in true Devotion there is ſuch a $yme- 
zetry and proportion, that the Inferences we 
make by analogy may be very irrefragable - nay, 
'tis to be fear'd many lye apen toa yet clearer cor- 
vidion, and may be proved to have few or none 
of thoſe private intercourſes with Heaven 3 for 
though a negative be not ſimply evincible, yet as 
io civil caſes we prove a man not to have been at 
this time in ſuch a place, by his having attually 
been m another; ſo were the whole Week, 
Moneth, perhaps Year, of ſome men exattly 
traced, we ſhould find them ſo engroſled - with 
other diverſions, that there will ſcarce be found 
any Minute for devotion to interpoſe: Mens 
worldly or fleſhly Concerns fo divide their t7»ee, 
that God from whom *tis all deriv'd, can be af- 
forded no tribute out of it. Yet alas, 'twere well 
if this privative ſort of impicty were all we had 
to anſwer for: bus 'tis too apparent we do not 
only negleZ# God, but reproach and violate him - 
what elſe are thoſe bold and inſalent blaſphencies 
wherewith we daily aſſault him, making him the 
mark at which all our wild Paſſions are ſhot. 
Do we want any thing ether for our «ſe or de- 
light? Preſently God is . accuſed, his providence 
or his goodneſs queſtioned 3 and he declaim'd 
againſt either as impotent or illiberal. Does any 
To body 


« , 
—h— — - a — -n— — 
+ = 


Chap-8- concerning. Almighty God, Bec. 223. 


body vex or diſquiet us? God muſt have his 
ſhare of our pleaſure, his ſacred ,name muſt be - 
profaned,. and we count our fierceſt Revilings of 
men, faint and inſignificant, it not inſpired with 
the ' moſh dreadful and horrid Oaths; Nay, he 
ſtands obnoxious to all the diſplacencies we re- 
ceive even from inanimate creatures 3 if a Dieor 
a Card run ami(s, our reſentments are preſently 
vented upon him; he is profaned and# vilified, 
as iſhe were the Cheat that rookt us of our wwo- 
ney, becauſe he does not ſecure us from thoſe 
loſſes, to which we wantonly expoſe our ſelves 3 
nor is it only our eager and warmer paſſzons that 
thus invade him: Our pleaſanter moods do the 
very ſame, and we blaſpheme by way of diver- 
tiſement 3 every impertinent ſtory or inſipid Jeſt, 
muſt have the haut-gouſt of an'Oath to recom- 
mendit, as every incredible Narration has to at- 
teft 1t : toſay nothing of thoſe more ſolemn and 
deliberate perjuries, wherein we impiouſly ſu- 
born Gods venerable and dreadful name.,tobe the 
Engine of our fraud and malice : and as if we 
thought he would forlwear as well aswe, bring 
him to countenance thoſe Crimes he has vowed to 
puniſh. Thus do we with a prodigious impiety 
contaminate even divinity itſelf, make it the 
link. for all our puddles to run into 3 and proſti- 
tute that zee, which, as the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks, is 
great, wonderful and boly, to all the unholy pur- 
poſes,” our Paſſions, our Intcreſt, or our Phancies 


can ſuggeſt to us. 
THIS 
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T HIS proſaxezeſ# is ſo proper a foundation 
for Atheiſm, that we are not to wonder to ſee 
ſomany advance from the one to the other; they 
pay fo little of the reverence due to God, that at 
laſt they turn their z-piety into argument, and in- 
fer him not tobe God, whom they treat {o unlike 
one. Andtruly this ſeems to be the grand piece 
of Logick, which has diſputed many, not only 
out of Chriſtian, but all native Religion. How 
unhappily ſuccesful it has proved among us, is 
t00 apparen* in thoſe impious diſcourſes which 
are every where heard, wherein men are arrivd 
to ſuch a licenciouſneis, that Davids Atheiſt was 
a modeſt Puny, who only ſaid in his Heart, there 
is uo God, and perhaps upon that account ſhall 
by ſome be adjudged to deſerve the Epithet the 
Pſalmiſt gives him, and beindeed thought a fool, 

that would not own what weuld now a-diys fo 
certainly denominate hima #/7t, or in the ſolemn 
ſtyle, a eMaſter of _ And indeed they will 
atteſt the property of the ſtyle, they rather go- 
verring Reaſon,than being govern'd by it 5 other- 
wiſe twould be hard todiſcern, how from diffe- 
rent premiſſes the ſame concluſion ſhould be indu- 
ced : and thoſe who in the late adverſe times 
denied God in revenge of their ſufferings, ſhould 
now pay their gratitude alſo in the ſame manner, 
and renounce him as ( or more ) loudly, ſince his 
ſignal atteſtation of that righteous cawſe 5 his not 

owning whereof was then their prixcipal plea. The 

truth is, 'tis a little ſtrange how Atheiſm could 

admit ſuch enhanſing acceſſions as we find it avs 
F271 or 
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for it beiog the completion and higheſt ſtep of 
Il, and that to which! all others ,do but ſubordi- | 
nately tend, one would think, it ſhould fromits 
firſt appearance in:the world, have been ſo ma- 
ture and full grown a lin, as could be capable of 
no improvement 3 but ſo ſubtilly wicked are 
theſe later days, that we can never: be brought 
_ toa'noz #tra, but ſtill find ſomething to add to 
the: compleateſt fin : therefore-though of thoſe 
that/arereally Athciſts, one cannar be faid to he 
more ſathan another; yet ſome may be more da- 
ringly, and miſchievoully ſo; and ſure in that 
reſpeCt our zroderrn furmount all former: They 
were generally on the defenſive part, took up the 
tenet as a buckler againſt the unwelcome invaſions 
and Checks of conſcience, and: defign'd nothing 
but the more pegceable exjoyment of their Iufts3 but. 
#ow-men do not only.uſe,but loveitz makethem- 
ſclves its avowed: Champions, ſeek to win it. Pro+ 
ſehtes 3 and inſhort, - appear ſo: zealous for it, as 
if they tnade:it their-relzgion to have none. ' And 
God: knows, too: many fuch reverſed kinds -of 
Evangeliſts we now have, who with as great de- 
fign unteach Divinity, as the firſt Propugners 
taught it 4 afid their n#-ber and boldneff have: fo 


encreas'd ſince the return of ourpeace, that ſure - 
the next Age will have little cauſe to-think Res = 


ligiom had any ſhare uwvthe A en have 
we dane our: parts to ſuperſede that obligation-of 
ferving Godin holineſs, by leaving no God to 
ferve3-and after the: moſt ſignal atteſtation of 
tis Deity in our refcue, we do like thoſe ingrett . 


perſons, - 
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perſons,who ſeek to ſubvert thofe by whomithem- 
ſelves were eſtabliſht, and: deey him becaulſc he 
has own dus. ' ' won cnn bouts: 
THIS is the holireff wherewith: we thave 
ferv'd him, ſince our being deliver'd/ from the 
hands of our Enemies, and'our righteoufacff has 
been very proportionable 3: for if we took-into 
the dealings of all ranks of ner, we ſhall find the 
ſame vein of gecezt run through - all trayfactions: 
A few years lince Sequeſtration: and ploanderings; 
thoſe: whole-fale robberies had ſo over3topt the 
reſt; that" like an ' Epidemick; diſeaſe they had 
overwhelm'd, if not the 43»: yer at leaſt the y2o+ 
tice of all other Injuſtices : bat fince thoſ& Lyvias 
@2n: are withdrawn, theTeffer. Devourers apply 
their place 3 Fraud | ſucceeds to: Violence 3 and 
in all places, all occaſions of commercegr wes ftill 
meet with Sequeſftrators. The adulterated wares; 
and falſe meaſtires in 8hopsr'5: the dilatory pro+ 
ceedings, andevalive tricks m L4w 3! the various 
and unworthy Cheats of Credrtors,' and the mean 
and diſhoneſt advantages whichare watcht-in all | 
forts of Contra&s, are too' irrefragable' proofs 
hereof. Nay, not only onr Buſineſs, but our 
very. recreations expole us to theſe deveity, 'as 
ſome of our bankrupted Gameſters can too'ſad! 
witneſs; what troops of. Harper attend thoſe 
ſports is every mans obſervation : *Tis ftrange (0 
many. ſhould yet be to learn the prudence to 
avoid: ſo known a danger, wherein a man is at 
once made attive and paſſive in the ſame Rob- 
bery, and does himſelf defraud his fawilyof thar, 
| | whereof 
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whereof he is defrauded by axzother..But among(t 
theſe many injuſtices, there is none wherein Men 
ſcem generally to find ſuch a guſt and ſenſuality, 
as thoſe wherein God is concera'd; twenty Lay- 
booties humor them not ſo much as oze from the 
Clergy and if the Quakers ſhould be muſtered 
according to that one Tenet of | not payi 
Tithes, we ſhould indeed find their number 
formidable. How ſubtle even the rudeſt pet- 
ſons are in defaulking thoſe dues,we lce by every 
days experiment, the oyer-reaching. their Miai- 
ſter being the grand Triumph of a Ruſticks wit 3 
fo that not only their.covetouſneſs, but their va- 
nity is concern'd in it - I know 'tis the uſual epo- 
logy for this kind of Sacriledge, that cither the 
aaintenance of the Clergy is too much, or their 
merit too little3 forthe firſt, I think it may be 
demonſtrated, That there is no {iberal $cience,and 
but few Mechanick trades,ftrom which.a man may 
not hope as plentiful a f@b{texce,. as, this affords 
to the generality of its: proſeſſors.- . Howeyer I 
ſhall leave thoſe that make this objettion to dif 
pute it with that authority, which-has allotted 
them this proportion; deliriag them. to conſider, 
that whatever the ſupport of the Clergy is, :it 
coſts them nothingz no man having. Purchaſt 
more, than what remains of the Eftate, after his 
Tithe is paid. As to the ſecond, I confels *tis 
extremely to be wiſht, that the »egligence and 
. vice of Some did not give too much pretence tothe 
Allegation'3 and to fuch I cannotbut apply the 
words of our Saviour, Matt.13. 7. Wo be to the 
mA 
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mar by whom the offente comieth 3 yet certainly 'tis 
very incompetent,to juſtific the detention of their 
lega! rights: for till the Law which has aſlign'd 
them, delegate the Fotfeitureto me, the greateſt 
enormities of my Paſtor, cannot entitle xe to any 
thing that is h# : And indeed what blame ſoever 1s 
really due to ſome, we muſt expett it ſhould ex- 


ne to 4d, if the: Accuſers wereto have the be- 


, hefit of the MulR; and (as in the late confuſions) 
all Miniſters ſhould be made ſcardalows, in ofder 


to the making them poor. -. Ts 
'TWERE eafietodraw up a far larger Ca- 
talogue of thole injzſtices we daily commit 3 for 
as a man has divers other concerns beſides his 
goods, ſo he may be injur'd in all thoſe - and tru- 
ly the iniquity of theſe days, ſeerns fully cont- 
menſurate to all the ſuffering capacities of tan- 
kind : we weigh our own and others Concerns in 
vety differing balances, and offer thoſe Injuries 
without any regret, which we can with no pati- 
ehce ſuffer : How nicely Jealous is evety one of 
us of his ow: Repute, and yer how tnalicioully 
Prodigal of other wens 2 So that Defatnation is 
become one of our main Topicks of diſcourſe, fur- 
niſhes ettertaitimerit to all compartes 5 the pre- 


ſent owe their Divertiſetnent to the «abſent, and 


many would be draind quite dry,wete it not for 
this reſerve, which like an unexhauſtible ſpring, 
ſtill ſupplies freſh matter of talk. In like man- 
ner how catefully do we avert any-hurt or mutila- 
tion of our own bodies, and yet how barbarovuſly 
inconfiderate are we of others,to whom we dothe 
greateſt 
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greateſt out-rages, rather than uſe any violence 

to our Paſſion, or reſtrain an angry Humor : on- 

ly I confeſs there 1s one Inſtance,wherein though 
we are unjuſt, we are not ſo partial; butexpole 

our ſelves alſo; and that is in the caſe of Duels 5 

a barbarous cuſtom wherein 'tis hard to defirie, 

whether the Wickedneſs or Folly be greater 3 yet 

it maintains its way in ſpight of all the methods 

God has us'd to make us better or wiſer : Of 
this there are too many, and too noted inſtances 

fince our reſtoration, as if we were ſoenamour'd 
of deſtraJjon, that when we are prevented of ir 
from our Exemies,weleek. it from one another 5 of 
thought publick Peace ſo intolerable, that when 

'tis caſt upon us ( as ſure ours, if ever any may be 
ſaid to be) weare fain totake in private quarrels, 
as our reſcue from that dull quiet, and court the 
utmolt »ziſchiefs, to avoid the oppretlion of the 
greateſt bappineff. Thus perverily do we coutt- 
termine Gods purpoles of kindneſf> 3 and when he 
has ſecur'd us, ſolicitouſly ſeek to be deliver'd 
from our ſafety 3 projet new dangers, and dare 
his power with a yet harder Task, the delivering 
#9 from our ſelves: And whileſt we thus avert our 
quiet, 'tis no wonder that'we produce no hettet 
effefts of it 3 nor fructifie under that, which we 
will not permit our ſelves to enjoy. 

. AND as upon this general view, we appear 
very ill managers of our Peace, ſo (hall wemuch 
more, if we reflet on thoſe many particular 
bleſſings which are wrapt up in that, of which 
we makeſo perverſe uſe, that we therein tid lefs 

| violate 
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violate Sobriety,than we have already appear'd to 
dopicty and righteouſneſs; ſo filling up the mea- 


ſure of our iHiquity by tranſgreſling all the funda- 


mental ruſes of Chriſtianity, living neither ſo- 
berly, righteouſly, nor Godly in this preſent world, 
Tit. 2. 12. Andof thoſe advantages which are the 
appendages to Peace, there are two moſt emi- 
nent 5 Plenty and Liberty, both of which are the 


more remarkable in our preſent quiet, by how 


much the deprivation of each was the.greater.For 
the firſt, we know the /ate times of rapine,had torn 
from many among us their whole ſubſiſtence, fo 
entirely deſpoil'd them that they were reducd to 
Jobs condition, and connected the two extreme 
points of Birth and Death, by a middle ſtate of 
the like nakedneſs and deſtitution - and to fuch, 
our late reſtoration was a kind 6f Civil reſurre@&i- 
05 rais'd them like El;ſha's dry bones, from the 
moſt hopeleſs ſtate, and by a ſucceſſive poſſeſſ- 
on of their own Theritances, made them heirs to 
themſelves. And though all were not ſo wholly 
diveſted, yet like thoſe Canaarites whom the 
be did not extirpate, they were put under Tri- 
ute ; and while perſons, who knew ſo well how 
to exat, were Lords Paramount, a bare being 
was all could be expected; they ſeem'd rather 
Stewards than Owners of their fortares, and had 
rather the trouble,than anarets of their Mana- 
gerz: And who would not think that this ſo Jong 
want oof plenty ſhould have tanght us ſobriety in 
the uſing it? That. defuctude ſhould have worn 
out the $kill of Iyx»ry, and we- ſhould not have 
| ' known 
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known how toberiotons : but alas, our memo- 
ries haye been tqo faithful to us in this particu- 


Jar; no one of our vanitiesis fall'n into oblivion,  . 


but on the contrary the art of Volupttiouſaeſs fo 
improyed, asif all the tithe that was loſt from, * 
the Pra@7ch , had been ſpent in the Theory, and 
we had for ſo many years been contriving new 
kinds and degrees of excels. Indeed it 1s too 
ſure, we retaind the affeFiov, when we had Joſt 
the power of rioting 5 and 'tis not our proſperity 
ſeduces us, but we it. For as the g-9w though it 
lends its rays to the begetting of the vileſt 74- 
ſeFs, yet makes no ſuch production but upon 
apt. matter, ſlizre and putrifuion : lo neither 
would the moſt opulent fortune make us ſenſual, 
did it not find- ys _diſposd and prepar'd for #- 
How forcible thoſe properſions are, appears by 
the multitude of obje&#s on which they .work 3 
For they had need be ſtrong Inclinatigns that. 
take jn all Opportunities, nay. poflibilnges of 
actuating themſe}ves, and ſuch 'tis eyident ours 
are, there being rene, capable of miniſtring 
to luxury, which we ule not to that purpoſe. 
Our feat is no langer apportioned to gur Hun- 
ger but our Taſts: ſo that the Stomach is. made 
merely paſiive in the matter of Eativg 3 {c:'ves on- 
ly tq receive thoſe loads we charge it with,whilſt 
its Eletions and Choices ire foreſtall'd by the 
p4late or phancy 3 nay, 'tis not permitted ſo mugh - 
as a negative voice, not allowed to refuſe whar 
!s either for kind or quamity deſtructive to it 7 
We do with ſtadied mixtyres force ont reluQing 
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appetites, and with All the Spells of Epiciri/ms, 
conjure then up that we tnay have the pleaſure 
oflaying them again. Thus unworthily treache- 
rows are weto Nature,which while we pretend to 
relieve,we opprefs, by giving her not only beyond 
her need, but ſufferance : And toſhew we are no 
lefsdesterous in mixing ſis thart meats 3 bur ve- 
ry Pride (though in itſelf an intelIeCtual vice ) 
mingles with our Gluttony 5 every thing is infi- 
, pid thatis not coſtly ; and it 18 thought an ignoble 
Peaſant-like thing to eat a plain meal: Nor is 
| henow tobe lookt. on as a Gentleman, whoſe 
ſingle Ordinary coſts tiot. as much as would be 
C apd himſelf would perhaps ſome yeats. ſince 
have _—_ a fait exhibition for ſome whole 
families. And that we may not. be charg'd with 
partial intemperance, we go not leſs in that of 
drink 3 wherein we are ſo nice and critical, that 
'tis become a ſpecial skill ahd faculty to judge of 
liquors : But how great ſoever, our curioſity be, 
'tis ſure out exceſ# is greater, and does not onl 

over-match but ſupplant it 3 there being no drink 
ſo unpleaſant, which the love of a debauch will 
not reconcile us to. So great a malice da we 
beat to our reaſor, that to oppreſs it, we ate cont- 
tent toexpole our darling,and do violence to our 
very ſenſe. How unhappily ptedominant this 
brutiſh Vice is, neednot here be told, ſince it too 
evidently attefts itfelf to every mans obſervati- 
on, it no longer fecking the fhelter of night 
and darkneſs, but impatient of ſuch delay, ap- 
_ pears in the broadeſt light 3 and he is gow a 
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flow-paced drunkard, that has not finiſht his covrſe, 
perhaps begun another, before the $#x has ended 
his : nay, fa isthe Scene chang'd, that ſobriety is 
become a repraachful thing 3 ſuch as even thoſe 
who value it dare not own, and are cither driven 
to preſerye it by ſhifts and artifices, or elſe chuſe 
to abandox it rather than hazard the ſcandal. And 
certainly this is the great advantage this ſin has 
for the propagating itſelf 5 for 'tis impoſſible 
Beſtiality ſhould be ſo univerſally agreeable to 
mankind, that all ſhould purſue it out of appetite 
and liking : tis this Fear that engages many in 
it 3 and though it hath too many wolantiers, yet 
ſure 'tis this pref that helps to make up its aumz- 
bers ; which as it ſpeaks the great baſcneſs of 
thoſe who are thus aſham'd both of Picty and 
Humanity, and had rather ceaſe to be awe, than 
appear to. be Chriſtiaxs ; ſo.is it a ſad indication of 
National impiety, a fatal Symptome that we 
have near fill'd up.the meaſure ogg iniquities, 
and are ripened for the woes Cenounced againſt, 
thoſe who caf/ evil good, and good evil, Eſay 5.20. 
which ſure was never more palpably done than 
in. this inſtance, wherein ftewperarce is branded 
for i{ zature, and dulneſs of humour 3 whilſt the 
moſt ſwiniſv exceſs mult paſs for ſaciablenefs, 
friendſhip, and hoſpitality; names which have 
been ſo long proſtituted,that they have loſt their 
native uſe, and-men have forgot thoſe very di- 
ſtant thingsto. which they originally belong'd 5. 
yet ſure ſuch oncethere were : God made us. ſp-, 
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upon the ſtrength of that firſt principle,and need 
not owe our interconrſe to our debaucheries; no, 
nor qur friendſhips neither, which have been fo 
far from being preſerv'd that way, that there is 
nothing more obviouſly, and frequently violates 
them; nay, indeed the whole ſpecies, of real 
Friendſhips ſeems to be extinct, ſince this fi- 
tiows ſort took place. Menthink it enough ( as 
indeed '"tistoo much ) to damn themſelves with 
their friends, and all other communications are 
rranſmuted into that of Sin; for we daily ſee 
thoſe, who cleave the moſt inſeparably in this 
kind to each other, will yet neither do, norſuffer 
any thing elſe : And ſure itthis be friendſhip, 'tis 
ſucha reverſt kind of it, as muſt have as prepo- 
ſterous a Definition; for none that have yet been 
given by Divizes or Philoſopters will fitit. The 
like may be ſatd of hoſpitality, which ſure is inits 
proper nature ofa very diſtant make from this 3 
deſlign'd to religge Strangers, not' burther therh 5 
to cue their wantAndeed, bur nat by the worſe 
exchange of a Surfeit : Sothat the ancient and the 
modern Hoſpitality differ as much as that of Mel- 
chizedeck , from that of Circe3, the one refreſhes, 
the other transfarms : And how great a ſhew ſpe- 
ver of liberality this later may have, yet he is not 
to be thought to have drunk grits, that has paid 
his reſo: for his ſhot. | 

AND to both theſe parts of Intemperance; 
our Uncleanneſs bears full praportion 3 the one 
. Briches proviſion for the fleſh, and the other f4/fils 
tht liifls thereof. To how brutifh an imputience 
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this fin is grownis too viſible - we need not trace 
men into their privacies and receſles, themſelves 
willingly proclaim their guilts3 nay, dread no- 
thing ſo much as the opinion of being innocent - 
yet Io out-dated a wertue is Modeſty now become, - 
that even that Sex, to which it was once accoun- 
ed the greateſt ornament,have put it off, look on 
it as a piece of Ruſticity, and conntrey-breeding : 
whether this pulling down theferce be an Indi- 
cationthey are willing to lie co0#, I ſhall nor 
determine - but (are that very free, and cunfi- 
dent behaviour now in uſe, is too apt to invite 
allaults, and takes off all that Extcnuation of 
crime, which was wont to be allowed that. Sex, ' 
upon the ſuppoſition of their being ſeduced ? Thus 
do we publiſh our Sin as Sodoz:, and if we confi- 
der huw much boldneſs it has gain'd ſince the 
return of our proſperity 3 'twill b2 probable that 
ours al{y has been fomented by fulnefs of bread, 
and abundance of Idleneff, Ez.1-6. That our 


Plenty is very ſubſcrvient to it, appears by the 


vaſt expence wherewith many men manage this 
vice : And that our Idleneſs is ſo too,-1s nolefs 
evident by the large portions of timethat are ſpent 
in thoſe purſuits, it being, as the great defign, 
ſo the eſpecial buſineſs of too many ' mens - 
lives. As for the remedy which Gad has afl- 
ſiga'd, it ſerves now only. to exalperate the 
diſeaſe. Marriage with too many only advances 
ſimple-fornication to adultery, and luperadds 
perjury to uncleanneſs 3 thaie ſacred bands axe 
like Sqmp/ors with, broken upon every aſlault-af 
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the FE the very thought of being con- 
find makes men more apt to range : For alas, 'tis 


-not their »eeds but their Phancies they are to pro- 


vide for, and thatis fo endleſs, that the greateſt 
liberty of Poligamy would never fatisfie it - the 
ſame quarrel would lie then to multiplied wives, 
which does now to ſingle 3 I mean,that they were 
their own: And how numerous ſoever their flock 
were, 'twould not ſecure. their-poor neighbours 
only Laxbs eſpecially when 'tis conſider'd, that. 
in this they gratifie two ſinsat once, their warity 
as well as their [uſt 3 their complacence in wnder- 
zrining the Husband, being generally as great, as 
that in eyjoying the Wife. And if Pride abſtratt- 
edly and in its own nature be, as Solomon ſays, ar 
ebomination to the Lord, certainly when 'tis thus 
complicated, 1t muſt be infinitely more ſo, and 
aſcertain a concurrence of thoſe Judgments, 


'which are ſingly threatned to cach of thole Sis 3 


what thoſe are, I wiſh.guilty perſons would ſeri- 
ouſly ponder, and then they would ſurely think 
rheir momentary pleaſures much over-bought. 
But alas, ſuch a faſcinating (in this is, as allows 
men no liberty of conſideration, they go on as 
the wiſe-man ſays, Prov. 7.22. with the ſame ſtu- 
pidity that an Ox goeth to the laughter : or,a fool to 
the correFion of the flotks 3 and while every body 
elſe obſervesthe EffeRts of their Vicein their wa- 
ſted bodies,and ruin'd eſtates 3 themſelves are the 
laſt that diſcern it, purſue the courſe till the very 
Jaft remains of ſtrength and wealth are exhauſt- 
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Of the truth of this, there have been too many 
ſad examples, though it ſeerhs nat yet enough, 
to give caution to others. | 


' A ND tothele luſts of the fleſh,weſparenotto | 


add thoſe of the eye alſo; for fo ſurely we may 
properly call all thoſe Lyxxuries which -adapt 
themſelves peculiarly to that Faculty ; ſuch are 
the gaiety of Apparel, richneffof Furniture, and 
all the ſplendor of Equipage, which has no pro- 
priety to any other ſenfe, but that of ſeeing, and 
15 loſt if it be not looke on - And though theſe 
ſeem to differ much from that Covefouſneff which 
S. John is ſuppoſed to comprehend in that Phraſe, 
the one being the zexacity, the other hepeaſſlen 
of Money 3 yet they are but ſeveral branches of 
the ſame Sin,and are diverſified only by a various 
application to the 0bjeF-: for in ſtrift ſpeaking, 
he that covets Gold and Silver to. lay on his back, 


' Is asproperly covetoxs, as he that defigns it only 


to fill his coffers. But beſides the propriety theſe 
exceſſes have to that title, they haveno leſs claim 
to that enſuing, The Pride. of Liſe; it being evi- 
dent that they are both Effeds and Fomenters of 
Pride : and ſure this ſets but an 11] Character up- 


on them, that when the Apoſtle has divided all the * 


Iufls.of the world inta three ſorts, theſe bid fo fair 
to two of them. would not here be underſtood t 

condemn that Decency and moderate Expence, 
which agreeto the ſeveral ranks and qualities of 
Perſons, their being not only a Jawfulref, but 


ſome kind of civil neceſſity for ſuch DiſtinCtions - 


nor is the levelling principle fitter to be admitted 
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in Habit, that in Title or Eſtate: That which 1 
accuſc is quite another thing, it being that inor- 
dinate profuſion, which daes not only exceed the 
ability and fortune of the Perſon, but the pro- 
cms of his rank and condition -and ſo con- 
ounds that diſtiaftion it ſhould preſerve, and le- 
vels us the wrong way : it being more tolerable 
that all ſhonld be Peaſants, than all Lords. And 
this 15 the irregularity that many ſeem to affect, 
\ there being not only an emulation of pomp and 
bravery among equals, but thoſe of the moſt di- - 
ſtant qualities, there ſeemingnow no other mea- 
ſare than the utmoſt extent of their money or cre- 
dit; the later whereof is often ſoa ſtretcht, that it + 
not only cracks itſelf, but by an unhappy conta- 
gion, breaks thoſe it deals with, and like a Gra- 
ado tears Towns in pieces : The many ruin'd Fa- 
milies of Tradeſpzen do too ſadly atteſt this: 
would God our G«/ants would confider how utt- 
equal it 1s,that many ſhould want zeceſſary cloath- 
#ng, only to maintain the ſaperfluity of theirsz an 
1njuſtice which not only upon a religiows, but po- 
litick account deſerves theſevereſt Reproof, and- 
fince Divine Laws will not reſtrain it, 'twere well 
if Humane were provided: though I confeſs, 
'twere not calle to find out penalties to deter 
thoſe, whom the wants ſo uſually attending theſe 
excelles will not diſcourage. This ſort of warit 
was once thought peculiar to women and thoug 
T cannot ſay that the ſexes have exchang d faults, 
( becauſe each till keeps its own, together with 
| thoſe ofthe other ) yet 'tis evident they have com- 
| municated 
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manicated them 3 and as the women of this Age 
have tranſcrib'd Maſculine Vices, ſo the menhave 
feminine 3 this particularly, wherein they ſeem 
tully to anſwer the Copy, they being as Critical- 
ly knowing 1n all the myſteries of vanity, and as 
diligent 1n reducing their ſpeculations to praGice, 
as any the moſt extravagant female. Indeed both 
the one and the other purſue this foly with fa 
great an expence of Care, Time, and Money, ay 
if tobe fine and happy were the ſame thing, an 
their bodies had been delign'd for their Cloaths, 
rather thau their £/oaths for their Bodies, | 
AND now when all theſe lJuxurics are tobe 
ſervd,it had need bean exorbitant plenty that 
(hall ſupply them and that will unfold the riddle 
ſo frequent among us, of ſo many being poorer 
ſince they recovered their eſtates, than-when 
they wanted them : Our reveaue how large ſoe- 
ver, is ſoclogg d and. incumber'd with our vi- 
ces, thatthey moulder away, and only ſerve tg 
carry other mens withthem, by giving credit td 
run in debt. There are indeed no {uch unmercifu 
exadors as our own Luſts3 the onegleans after the 
other, till they induce ſuch a ſcarcity, as the Pro- 
phet Joel/deſcribes,1.4.7hat whichthe Palmrer-worm 
bath left, hath the Locuſt eaten, and that which the 
Locuſt hath left, hath the Canker-worm eaten, C that 
which the Canker-worm bath left bath the Caterpilla 
eaten: So. that in effet;, we bave only BP eka 
our oppreſſors,andare.as much or more exhauſt» 
ed by onrawn fins, as. we were before by other 
mens3 with this woful circumſtance, that naw 
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we have the guilts as well as the ſufferings : Thus 
do we rob our ſelves,and create wart in the midſt 
of all that abundance God has m us, uſing our 
plenty as the Benfamites did the Lewites Concu- 
bine, Judg. 19. force and proſtituteir, till we de- 
ſtroy it 3 and the ſimilitude holds in this alſo, 
that what we thus violate isnot our own: for let 
us phancy what we will, certainly our ſaperfius- 
ties are more the poors Right than ovrs, aſſign'd 
to them by God the grand Proprietor. So that 
our Exceſles have, beſides their proper gxzlt, that 
of injuſtice ſuperadded; and when the cry of the 
poor ſhall be joyned to thoſe of our riots, they 
will certainly be too clamorous to, let vengeance 
any longer ſleep. En Ns 
THIS is the acconnt we can give of our 
plenty, and that of our /iberty is not much better 3 
tis not long ſince that arbitrary tyrauny expir'd, 
which gave us no other meeſures of our duties or 
uniſhments, than the wil/ or averice of the Im- 
poſers: And then how did we gaſp to be under 
the condut and Protettion of known determinate 
Laws 2 Yet now we have them, who conſiders 
them, or is regulated by them ? Between the /:- 
centiouſneſs of Inferiors,and the remiſneſf of Supe- 
_ Triors, they are rendred things only of for, not 
| aſe; for while the one violates, and the other 
connives, what can they ſignifie? And though 
there be never ſo many rew Laws madeto aſlert 
the old, yet we ſce they ſerve for little but to par- 
take of the ſame contempt with the others, and 
are but like the Chimera of an Viopiar State ſage- 
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ly contriv'd, but to no purpoſe. *Tis the _ 
cution of Laws that gives them a real and eff 

Qive being, and without that, amidſt our great 
volurhes we are yet deſtitute,and may too probas-, 
bly experiment the truth of that Axiome, that'zis 
better to live where nothing is lawful, than where all 
things are. Indeed if we reinerpber how the Sta- 
tutes of O-rz were kept, with what a tameneſs 
the ſevereſt Impoſitions of the late Vſurpers were 
ſubmitted to, we have reaſon to think, coercion is 
the ſureſt Principle of v#lgar obedience 3 though 
withal it ſets but an ill mark upon us, who know 
ſo much better how to be /laves,. than ſubje&c. 
And as we are reſtor'd to our cz] Liberty, ſo as 
a branch or conſequent of that, we are to out 
perſonal alſo: We were lately ifi the condition 
Chriſt foretold to St. Peter, carried by others 
whither we would not, Jo. 21. 18. but now we 
gird our ſelves and gowhither we will; and alas, 
what uſe do many of us make of this freedom f Is 
it not viſible, that neither our publick or private 
affairs are the better attended ? But. on the.con- 
trary we are ina reſtleſs purſuit of impettinent.or 
vicious paſtizes, go pilgrimages to our pleaſures, 
wander about from this ſport, that meeting to 
another, till tany of us forget we have. any. 
other concerns in the world, atd are as muc 

ſtrangers to our own homes, as when we wete . 
forcibly detain'd thence : And for ſuch I know 
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not whether the former reſtraint be' not eligible, 
to bea priſone# _ kind of reſete to himp 
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_ THESE are the »/ſes we make of thoſe «d- 
vertages whereof Gad has repoſſeſt us, I know 
tis too envious a task to diſtribute theſe accuſa- 
tions to every Rank and Order of menamong us 5 
I have here given them in the lump, and wiſh that 
not_ only ſuch degrees, but each perſo# would 
adapt to himſelf his peculiar ſhare, wherein con- 
trary to other dividends,l fear the only Immode- 
ſty and Injuſtice too will generally be, for eyery 
one not to carye liberally for himſelf. However, 
tis ſure in the groſs they make up the Charaer 
of a moſt barbarouſly ungrateſul Nation. God 
was pleaſed to return our peace, before we had 
forſaken our ſs, as if he meant to ty our ipge- 

nuity 3 that we who bad been ſo much worſe than 
beaſts under the former ,pethod, that ng ſtripes 
would diſcipline us, might bave this advantage tg 
redeem our credit,and bedrawn with theſe cords 
of a man - but we have pyt off not only piety but 
bumanity, and are equally untrattable to all me- 
thods. And now who carl refrain fromeMoſes's 
paſſionate Apoſirophe. - Do ye thay requite the Lord. 
0 fopliſh people and unwiſe ! Dent. 32.6. Unwile 
indeed, that from the moſt benigne purpoſes of 
God, extra nqthing but quy own »4i/chigf: are 
the poorer for his Liberalities, and the worle for 
his Goodneſs 3. by a prepoſterous uſe ſo wear out 
our Bleſlings, rhatthey ceaſeto be, atleaſt to be 
Bleſſings * And if they once fall from that, there 
is no middle form for them to allume 3 they con- 
vert into the direct contrary; and become the 
fatalleſt Curſes, more heavy than thoſe which 
| were 
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were originally deſign'd as ſuch 3 that degenera- 
tion adding maligmty;' and no Fry being" fo ex- 
treme; 25 that which -bottoms upon repell'd and 
irritater{ Love. Gods' mercies are like: thoſe: pre 


Fures, which according to the different poſitron | 


of the beholder,carry different Reprefentations'y 


if we will {till ſtand onthe wrong-fide, ind net - 


take them in their more amiable appearance; we 
ſhall find they can put'on'a dreadfiil* this Good: 
neſs will not be finally unoperative;if we willnot 
permit it to lead us torepertance,twilldrive'us t 

deſtruFior. 1 am ſure we have all feaſon toe 
pet he ſhould exert his power as emitiently 
againſt us, as hehas done for us 3: unleſs perhaps 
he (ces that is not neceſfary to out ryines3 for 1n- 
deed let him but ſtand by and not interpole his 
omnipotence for us, he may truſtys'to'be his £xe- 
cutioners, our Vices having a 7atural as wefl- as 
moral Efficacy to deſtroy us. Arid who knows 
whether that be not the reaſon of his ſeeming cofte 
nivance, that he forbears'to ſtrike us; to give us 
up to thoſe more fatal wounds Wwe'inflitpþnour 
ſelves; this alas, we hive too mnch'cauſe to feat; 


for 'tis ſure,'tis not our 7#-ocerce tht gives'us Hin. 


punity, but 'tis more than probab!e 'tis our #1co#* 
rigiblexeſſ; that God 'giyes ns over ©with 4 wh 
ſhould ye be ſmitten any'morg? Wilſhor proſtitute 
his Jadgments 3 but as the baſeſt 'oE Afalefat#6# 
leave us tothe baſeſt of Fxecntioners; and let ou 
iniquities þecome out tuine. This-as it is the (> 
yereſt purpoſe God can'tntertarntowargs ys;'fh 
rig our moſt important. concery tq avert. Ati 
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O that we, who have ſaperverlly reſiſted all the 
defigns of his love, a, 7 pot try to defeat that 
- of his axger; rob him of thoſe. inteſtine avengers 
within our own breaſts, thoſe fleſbly Inſts which 
fight againſt the Soul, 1 Pet. 2.10. which do not 
only provoke, but execnte his Wrath, and make 
us-more miicrable than He/ ufſelf could do with- 
out them'3 and'God knows'tis more than time for 
us to ſeek, on-eſcape from ſo formidable miſchiefs : 
O let us .nort contraft one. minutes delay, let us 
caſt our ſelves at the feet of our offended God, 
and as: thoſe who are condema'd to diſgraceful 
Executions, uſe to petition for ſome death of leſs 
Infamy,. as, a boox and favour; {0 let us beg, that 
he will pleaſe tothink us worth his owx correFion 3 
that whatſoever-we ſuffer from his hand, yet that 
we may not (like to Herod )bedeliverd up tothe 
loathſome fortune of being devour'd by our own 
; putrefation, In. .a, word, let us f&rm Davids 
choiceinto an importunate,prazer, and .carneltly 
beg that we may ful into the hands of God,and not 
into the hands of men, at leaſt not of our ſelves,who 
are more to.be dreaded than all our other Exe- 
avies- ., ,. 
INDEED till we do thus, our proſperities 
are far ffomrea), and doin this juſtife our moſt 
mutinous repinings, that we are nevet.the better 
for them, . nay,much the worſe 3 yet ſince 'tisan+ 
ly we that have enervated them, they will ſtand 
upon our account in their proper weight and va- 
lue: Whenour receipts are ſummed up, God will 
charge us with them; tiot as thoſe empty gy 
| | things 


. 
—— 


from Miftakes Chap.®. 


— 


, 


WO 


5 ff. .5%S ww km . F7. WU -o7 


6s, Gyre {be 4 3 FA. 


Chap.s. concerning Almighty God,&c. 245 


thing: we have madethem, but as thoſe great and 
ſolid bleſſings he intended them. And certainly: 
this is moſtdeplorable ill managery, to reſerve 
nothing to our ſelves but the burther and account 
of our good things 3 to enjoy nothing,and yet be 
anſwerable for all. In ſecular things men uſually 
pay with ſome regret for thoſe things, of which 
they have only anticipated the ſe: Bur' with 
what diſmal relutances ſhall we come to pay 
for theſe, of which we have made no advantage ? 
And muſt therefore pay the dearer becauſe we 
have not3 1t being not G muck the things,as our 
employing of them to our benefit, whereof God 
will exact account. His axger is then only in- 
cens'd, when we reſiſt his /ove 3 and his only 
quarrel to us is, for fruſtrating his deſign of ma- 
king us happy. And ſure thoſe well deſerve his 
wrath, that will provoke it on ſuchterms3 yetſo 
pervetſe is the choice, as of all ſinners in general, 
ſo eſpecially of this Nation at this time, who 
have all before us which might make us happy in 
both worlds, if we did not Madly affe@ to be ſo 
in neither. \ God grant we tnay recover the So-- 
btiety to make. wi/er eleFions, beforeit be out of 
our power to make any,and we be fonnd to ſtand 
to the miſchiefs of our own wild Option. 

T HE Readet will perhaps think Thave gone 
beyond the limits of a moderate 'digreffion ; but 
the too great copionſueſt of the Therhe, muſt be 
my excuſe : ſuch over-grown Vicescannot well be 
drawn in little 3 and where there is ſuch a multi- 
tude, the molt ſuperficial view of Each,is rather -- 
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proportional.to a diſtin@ Trad, than to the ow 
Pages it has borrowed in this. My greater fear 

is, -that the event may p1ove it impertinent,there 
* being not much hope that a private whiſper ſhall 
be heard by thoſe,who are geaf to the loudeſt calls 
of Heaven, and have made no other «ſe of thoſe 
various and ſignal Providences we have been un- 
der, than to defeat the deſggr of them. 


CHAP. IX. 
A Survey of the Miſchiefs ariſing from Diſputes in 


general. 


HESE are ſome of thoſe many artift- 

ces, whereby Satan like a cunning Pzck- 

lock, ſlyly robs us of our grand treaſure, 
the power and efficacy of our Chriſtianity, and 
leaves us only the empty Casket, the name and 
formal Profeſſion;that which ſerves only to make 
us proud, not rich; Confident, not ſafe : And God 
knows, ſomany are daily thus betool'd by him,ſo 
many fall as preys to theſe his Stratagezzs, as 
might ne would think, glut the eagereſt malice, 
and ſuperſede all farther deſigns : but fo infatiate 
is this grand Devourer, that retail-prizes, though 
never {o-frequent, do rather enrage than fatisfie 
his appetite - He is Enemy not only to this or that 
man, but to 4ankznd in groſs, and therefore as if 


he fear'd that even his malice might not prove in- 
defatigable* 
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defatigable enough for ſo many diſtin purſuits, 
he contrives more compendious methods of de- 
ſtruction 3 frames ſuch Ergires as take off whole 
ranks, nay troops 3 compounds ſuch aCtive Poy- 
ſort, as like a Peſtilence, kills multitudes at once. 
It is too trivial a Miſchief to annoy the owtward 
parts, it is his Maſtery to ſpread an unſeen ve-. 
nome in the Bowels,, thence to diffuſe itſelf 
throughout,mix with the vital ſpirit, and convert 
that kizdly heat which ſhould animate, into thoſe 
wild irregular flames which ravine and conſume. 
And this is done by that Peſtilential ſpirit of d;- 
viſion, that heat of diſputation, which has for fo 


many ages ,pollſeſt and wafted the Catholick _ _ 


Church 3 and by an unhappy kind of Magick tran{- 
form'd the zeal of Chriſtian praF:ce into anitch 
of unchriſtian Diſþxte 3 made the gizeſtzors about 
our Creed more numerous than the /etters of it 3 
and by multitudes and contrariety of Paraphraſes 
ſo confounded and obſcur'd the Text, that what 
was anciently the badge and tefſera of Chriſtian 
Communion, ſerves us for no other purpoſe, bur 
as an occaſion of breaking it. SY 


* 


S O long asthe Church rctain'd the fmplicity 
of Chriſtian doqrine, lookt on her faith as the 
Foundation of her obedzence, and endeavour'd to 
propagate to her Children ſuch anunderſtagding 
of the one, as was molt apt to promote the other 3 
She happily made good thetitle Chrif# gives her, 
Can. 6. of his Love, his Dove, his Ozdefild one 3 
but. when the Serpent had once got into this Pa- 
radiſe, infus'd his ſabrilties, and nice inrricacies 

K 7 into 
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+ into mens brains; and leſt that ſhould not -be 
- Tutmous enough, | his vevoxze alſo into their 
Hearts: Fhen began all thoſe unhappy Metamor- 
phoſes, in compariſon of which, thoſe of the Po- 
ets are as trivial as they are Fabulows: then that 
faith which was once inleparably joyn'd with the 
patience of the Saints, forſook that tame compa- 

©. ny, andlinktitſelf with the moſt contrary quali- 
- - ties of wrath and bitterneſf; and thoſe whoſe 

*>Profefſion it was to re/ſ{ſ# unto bloud, ſtriving 
againſt ſin, pzrſued to bloud thoſe that reſiſted 
them in any of their ſpeculations : Then that 
paſſive valour which had rendred them ſo vene- 
rable totheir Heathen Enemies, converted ſume, 
fired out others, and amaz'd all 3 fadly degene- 
rated into that ative malice, which from perſe- 
ceuted Chriſtians, entituled them to that monſtrous 
ſtyle of Chriſtian perſecntors. And that ardent 
love, which had offered up ſo many Holocauſts 
to God, was ſupplanted by that fiery hatred, that 
. = madeno leſs acceptable oblations to Satan. 

T HIS miſerable and deftrutive change was 
ſo much the intereſt of the Enemie of Souls, that 
we cannot wonder he ſhould ſo {tudioufly pro- 
moteitz and indeed never did he at once ſo ap- 
prove his zalice and /#btilty : I would I could not 
ſay ſpcceſs alſo, as in this deſign 3 in compariſon 
whereof, all his other Projects ſpeak him but a 

. Puny 5 this 1s his one Goliah-Stratagem, which has 
ſerv'd him not only to defie, but even defeat the 
Armies of the living God. 

NOR. is his Sagacity more obſervable in the 

choice, 
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choice, and main drift of the Deſign, than in the 
ways of EffeCting it 3 had he brought into the 
Prizzitive Church thoſe large ſcrolls of diſpu- 
table points, wherewith he has fill 'd the Modern 3 
that more charitable Age muſt needs have ſtart- 
led and diſcernd, that that ſeeming Jealouſie for 
Truth, was indeed nothing but a real deſign 
againſt Peace 3 and would ſurely never have part- 
ed with that ſacred depoſitum, that precious lega- 
cy ſolately bequeath'd by Chriſt, for thoſe vain 
janglings, thoſe School-ſubriltics which now en- 
tertain the world. But as he that wou'd divert 
a man from the guard of ſome important Trea- 
ſure, alarms him in ſome other of his greateſt iu- 
tr-ſtr5 lo he at firſtraiſesup Hereſies of the grea- 
telt magnitude, whoſe blaſphemous conſequen- 
cies ſo ſhook the whole Fabrick of Religion,that 
what was Uzz4hs Rathneſs, ſeemed then every 
mans adviſed Duty, toput his hand to the uphold- 
ing of the tottering Ark. How could thoſe who 
had been baptiz'd into the faith of the bleſſed 
Trinity, ſuffer the 4riazs to rob them of the Se- 
cond Perſon, the eMHacedonians of the Third, the 
valentinians and Manichees ſo todeſpile the Firſt, 
as to ſet up againſt him a Rival principle of be- 
ing 2 How could thoſe who had ſo ſolemnly re- 
nounc'd the World, the Fleſh and the Devil, fee 
them all bowed to by the temporizing, unclean, 
idolatrous Groſtichs 2 Theſe were ſuch invaſions 
ag ſeemed to commiſſionate all that could weild 
the ſword of the Spirit to take it up, and engage in 
this Warfare. But all this while 'twas a *$ Di+ 
R 3 lemma 
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lemmato which the Church was driven 3 if ſhe 
gave countenance to theſe ſeducers, ſhe betrayed 
her faith 3 if ſhe entred the cozteſt, ſhe violated 
her zmity 3 the one would undermine her founda- 
jor, the other would make a breachin her wal. 

AND the Devil was too old an Artiſtto loſe 
the advantage 3 he knew well,that evena juſt and 
neceſlary defexre-docs by giving men acquain- 
tance with War, take off ſomewhat from the ab- 
horrence of it, and inſenſibly diſpoſe them to far- 
ther Hoſtilities 32nd therefore he fail'd not topro- 
vide ſparks for that matter, which was now grown 
ſo combuſtible 3 nor did he always ſend them 
from the bottomleſs pit, but ſometimes borrowed 
fire from the A/tar to conſume the Votaries, and 
by the mutual collifion of well-meant zeal, ſet 
even Orthodox Chriſtians in a flame. A memo- 
rable inſtance of this was the diſpute about Eaſter 3 
wherein whife the veneration they had of the 
glorious Reſurrection of Chriſt, prompted them 
to commemorate it in the exacteſt manner they 
'could, the Serpert creeps into this Paradiſe, and 
though they had the ſame common end, yer on 
occaſion of ſome little diſſenting in the way, the 
heat of devotion inſenſibly degenerated into that 
of contention;and by being very tenacious of a ctr- 
cumſtance of that celebration, they loſt the more 
eflential requiſite, that of Charity; kept the Feaſt 
indeed, but with theleven of malice,and abſurd- 
ly commemorate the. redintegration of his Natu- 
ral Body, by mutilating and dividing'his 2y/t:- 
cat. Solikewiſe in the buſineſs of Rebaptizati- 
rad Eo, + on 
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on, while one ſide in a piqus abharrence of Here- 
fie, thought the ſtain like that of Original Sin, 
could not be done away by any Purgation leſs ſa- 
lemn than that of Baptiſm, and the other ina juſt 
reverence of ancient c»ſtom,and jealouſic of inx0- 
vation oppoſed itz the Diſpute laſted till the 
Scene was changed,and thoſe who deliberated of 
the manner of receiving Hereticks into the 
Church, were themſelves as ſuch tur»'d out of it. 
No leſs well meant were the Originals of the Ng- 
vatian and Donatift Hereſies, and as equally un- 
happy were their ſues: For in them all, when 
bitter Zeal was once fermented, through its apti- 
tude to receive,and the Devils vigilance to admi- 
niſter occaſions, the Orthodoxy or Hereſie of lives 
ſoon became terms out-dated,and men were mea- 
ſur'd only by opinions: That ſword of the ſpirit 
which was at firſt deſign'd againſt vicious prattt 
ces, had its edge turn'd againſt ſpeculative noti- 
ons 5 inſo much, that at laſt like that of Joab, 
2 $42.20.8. it had got ſuch an aptneſsto fall out, 
that it was always a ready inſtrument of Execu- 
tion, till even a Philoſophical point, as that ofthe 
Antipodes, was reſolv'd with an Anathema; and 
not to know the Syſteme of this preſent World, 
made forfeiture of that to come. 

BUT alas, theſe, though great defeCtions 
from Primitive unity, were but modeſt eflays, 
and feeble aſſaults, compar'd with thoſe which 
infeſted the ſucceeding ages : This root of bztter- 
weff was then but a probationer in the ſoyle, and 
though it ſent forth ſome off-ſcts to preſerve its .. 
6 TSS ow. 4 Fr” R4 : +5 & kind, 
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kind 3 yet Star was fainto be at ſome pains to 
cheriſh and nurſe them up, placed them under 
the ſhadow of the $a»@uary, and got them like 
the treacherous Ivy, ſupported - by that piety 
they were deſigned todeſtroy z but it was not 
long ere they had got firmer rooting and 
ſtrength, not only to propagate, but multiply, 
Every Diſpute in Religion grew proliffcal, and 
in ventilating one queſtion, many new ones were 
ſtarted : And as queſtions grew numerous, ſo 
did SeFs too3 every Opinion almoſt conſti- 
tuted a new -party, and thoſe again ſubdivided 
into many others ſo that of all the firſt Viola- 
tors of Primitive unity, we ſcarce find any, 
who did not revenge their $chiſzz upon them- 
ſelves, by ſeparating from one another, as they 
had all done from the Church; till at laſt the 
progeny - both of Sets and Opinions grew ſo 
numerous, that he who would exatt an account, 
muſt be ſent like 4Abraherr, to the Sky or to the 
Shore 3 the Stars or Sands being as apt a ſub- 
jet of Arithmetick as they. Whence it is 
brought to paſs, that Satay now may leave his 
toilſom labour of compaſling the Earth; men 
do his buſineſs for him, giving him Ileilure tobe 
only a Chearful SpeFator of their Divinity- 
prizes; tho bloudy combates of Eccleſiaſlick Gla- 

diators. | | 
AND that he may ſecur'd never to want 
that pleaſing divertiſement, the /ater Ages have 
been careful to train himup Combatants, it being 
now become a diſtinct ſort of Learning, a new 
| Species 
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Species of Divinity, to raiſe nice queſtions,create 
new difficulties, branch out with fond diſiin@ions 
our holy Faith, which the pious Simplicity of 
the firſt Chriſtians, receiv'd to pratiſez not to 
read upon us an Aratoxzy, unbowel and diſleltto 
try experiments, much leſs to bring into the 
Theatre, there made to fight and bleed, to ſhew 
men ſport, and try the skill of the unhappy 
\word-men, and Maſters of defence. The forme 
of ſound words, which in its native frame and con- 

itution was moſt enlivening and Salubrious, 
dilloly'd and melted by Chymical preparation, Cea- 
ſes to be nutritive 3 and after all the labours of the 
Alembeck, and hopes of an Elixir, inſenſibly eva- 
porates, and vaniſhes to Air; or leaves in the re- 
cipient a foul Empyrenma, or fretting corroſive. 
An endleſs dotage about names and words, and 
then as endleſs quarrel for them, appearing the 
commenſurate effec of the long ſtudies of thoſe 
Diſtillers 1a Divinity, who boaſt its Sublimati- 
on 


I T is indeed a thing worthy of the greateſt 
both wonder and Jamentation, to ſee how the 
plaineſt, and moſt {mple propoſition, when it falls 
into the hands of theſe Artiſts,is mangled and dil- 
joynted,is rarified,exalted and refin'd : He whoſe 
leilure, or indeed whole life, would ſerve him to 
ſurvey all the ſubtile Diviſions and Diſtindions 
of the-$chool-wen, would ſure reſolve, they had 
the power of working Afiracles3 Queſtions in 
their hands multiplying inthe breaking, like the 
loaves in our Saviours. But ſure the event of the 
Miracles 
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Miracles are very diſparate, no ſolid nouriſhment 
being deriv'd by the one, but on the contrary, 
Stones given us in ſtead of Bread, and thoſe too 
for the worſt purpoſes, even to fling at one ano- 
ther, as if becauſe ſtoning was the death of the 
firſt Chriſtian AZartyr, we deſign'd his Charity to 
the ſame fate with himſelf; that divine Goſpel 
grace having lince faln under.as thick a ſhowre, 
and with this ſharp aggravation too, that whereas 
he ſuffered from Jews, Chriſtians are become its 
executioners : whilſt thoſe who pretend to be 
Champions of the Faith, Irrefragable, Angelica], 
and Seraphical DoFors, not only fill the Church 
with quarrels whileſt they live, but bequeath 
them in their writings to poſterity 3 as Ziſca 18 
ſaid to have done his skin, to be made an Incen- 
tive to war and confuſion. — 

I T was the policy of Julian to ſhut up the 
Fountains of humane learning from the Chriſtian 
youth, leſt they ſhould there gain ſuch acuteneſs, 
as might render them the more formidable Ad- 
verſaries to Paganiſm: but could he have foreſeen 
that they would have employed thoſe Weapons 
not againſt the common Enemy,but one another, he 
would ſurely have revers'd the Stratagem, free- 
ly opened thoſe Magazeens whence they might 
furniſh themſelves for their mutual ruine, and 
have as ſolicitoully promoted their Learning, as 
ever he obſiruded it. I am very far from abetting 
their arrogant folly, who either decry humane 
learning in general, or make it ſuch a Mecabite, 
or Ammonite, that however it be admitted 1n c7- 
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vil Converſe, muſt be interdicted the S4r@uary. 
Our Religion preſcribes us rational not brutiſh 
Sacrifices,and therefore deſpiſes not any of thoſe 
advantages which may improve our reaſon, exalt 
the #247, anddepreſs the beaſt inus : yet ſure we 
ſhall derogate very impiouſly from Chriſts pro- 
phetick office, if we allow not Divinity to be the 
Supreme and nobleſt Science 3 ſuch as is to be 
ſerv'd and attended, not regulated and govern'd 
by thoſe inferior : but that juſt order ſeems now 
tobeinverted; divive learning is brought down * 
to humane 5 the Simplicity of Chriſtian doQrine 
ſo perplext and confounded with Philoſophical 
ricities, that Plato and Ariſtotle are become the 
Umpires of our Religion, and we mult go ask 


_ Heathens how far we ſhall be Chriſtians. Thoſe 


deep things of God, as the Apoſtle callsthem, 1 Cor. 
2.10. and of which he pronounces the natural 
man an incompetent Judge, are yet brought be- 


| fore that Tribunal, fubjected to be ſcanned by 


rules of Art : but alas, our line is too ſhort to 
ſound thoſe Depths. Men raſhly undertake to 
underſtand i»compreherſible, to order infinite, de- 
fine ineffable things : and then no wonder if 
their conceptions difſerz for where there 1s no 
viſible truth, wherein to Center, error is as wide 
as mens Phancies, and may wander to Eternity : 
while multitudes run cariers in the dark, it is not 
ſtrange to have them juſtle, and overthrow each 
other, 

- AND doubtleſs were the Controverſies which 
have ſolong harraſed the Church throughly - 

oye at 1: 8 : min 


min'd, many of them would be found of this na- 
ture, An hnzble belief has been judg'd too ſlug- 
giſh and dull anexerciſe for men of acute parts, 
and therefore they would nat, take faith's word 
that ſo it is, unleſs reaſon will be her ſarety, and 
ſhev them how 3 but ſure it had been much for 
the peace of the Church and ſafety of Souls, if 
Myſteries had been permitted to be eMyſteries 3 
that thoſe ſublimer parts of qQur faith had been 
entertain'd with more veneration, and leis of 
diſquifition, and that while even the learned ſt 
do acknowledge them ro be Abyſſes, they would 
not coatute that confeſſion, by attempting to 
fathom; them, But ala+, ſoprepoſterous has becn 
the procedure, that thoſe things which were 
jndecd inexplicable, have been rackt and tor- 
tur'd to diſcover themſelyes, while in the mean, 
the plainer, and more accetfible truths, as if 
deſpicable while ealie, areclouded and obſcurd 
ſo miny ſabtile queries raisd about them, that 
the 7herrick of Chriſtianity is become harder 
than the PraFick 3 a Grace is much more readi- 
ly acquird than defind, and that key of krow- 
ledge which ſhould give us entrance 1nto the 
cloicts and receſſes of religion, 1s by fo much 
tampcring and wrenching made xſelef; ſerves 
only to buſie us at the*door, and fo in effect 
proves rather a bay to keep us out, than a key 1o 
let us in. Thus perverle are the contradidFionsof 
humane deprav'd nature 3 which like our f7/# 
Parents take itunkind)y, that God has reſerv'd 
2ny thing from us, and boldly attempt to break 
- | | down 
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down his encloſures, to rob hirh of his peculiars 
and yet inthe mean, as induſtriouſly contriveto: 
rob our ſelves of our own, by cancelling both. 
parts of Gods diſtribution, neither leaving ſe- 
cret things to the Lord our God, nor the revealed 
ones to ws and our children, Dent. 29, 29. Cer- 
tainly the firſt propagators of our Faith, pro- 
ceeded at another rate 5 they well knew that not 
the brain but the heart was the proper S0il tor 
that celeſtial Plant, and therefore did not amuſe 
their Proſelztes with curious queſtions, but ſet 
them to the aCtive part of their religion. We 
ſee what brief and plain inſtrutions S. Peter 
gives his Catechumeni, Ats 2.38. Repent aud be 
baptiz'd every one of you for the remiſſion of ſins : 
and this it ſeems as a full preparation for the 
gift of the Holy Ghoſt, which he there promiſes 
upon theſe only conditions, This was that vi- 
gorous Seed which at once frog »p ſuddenly, 
and rooted deeptoo, and produc'd the liberal har- 
veſt of that day : but ſure had thoſe three thou- 
ſand ſouls been Catechiz'd by our modern Ca- 
ſuiſts,, we had ſeena wide difference, not only in 
the expedition but ſucceſs. In like manner we 
ſee AFs 8. how fhort a Creed qualified in S. Phi- 
lips judgment for the Eunuchs baptiſm : and we 
find S. Pal whoſe education enabled him for the 
ſubrileſt definitions, yet delivers his whole do- 
Arine in this compendium, Adtts 20. 21. Reper- 
tance towards God, and faith towards our Lord 
Jeſws Chriſt; and tis obſervable how he intro- 
duces this with a profeſſion that be had kept back 
: nothing 
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nothing that was profitable for them, Verſe.20. and 
ſeconds it Verſe 27. with another,that he had not 
fhnnned to declare unto them the whole counſel of 
God; from whence 'tis obvious for the ſhalloweſt 
diſcourſer to infer, that the whole counſel of 
God as far as itis incumbent for man to know. at 
leaſt receſſitate medizi, is compriz'd in that one 
breviat of Evangelical truth : and cettainly 
whileſt all the diviſcor of theſe generals, was the 
diſtributing them into praFice, they were found 
moſt fertile ſeminaries of all Vertue 3 but when 
they came to be dichotomiz'd, and canton'd our 
into curious aerial notions, they loſt their prol;- 
fick nature : that fruitful land became a wilder- 
neſs, a wild and intricate maze, where men 
ſooner loſe themſelves, than find either truth or 
holineſs. 

W HEN Chriſtianity firſt atteſted itſelf by 
ztiracles, it produced in the hearts of its converts, 
a firm aflent to the truth of the Do@rinre, and an 
awful reverence and adoration of that God, who 
had given ſuch power unto men, awaking them 
to an Enquiry after dxty, ſo to propitiate that 
ommnipotence whoſe Fury it appear'd impoſlible 
to bear: And this ſure was a much more genuine 
effeF, than jf they had buſted themſelves in thoſe 
many x#profitable curioſities, nice, yet bold en- 
quiries into the divine attributes which now 
a-days ſerve only to ſupplant that pious venera- 
tion we owe to them. - | 

IN like manner the comprehenſive enuncia- 
tion of Chriſt, eMar. 16. 16. He that believeth 
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ſhall be ſaved, and he that believeth not ſhall be 
damn'd, was received by the firſt Chriſtians, as 
the condition on which the two ſo diſtant ſtates 
of Salvation or Damnation depended, and ac- 
cordingly excited their diligence, to attain the 
one, and avoid the other. And this certainly was 
a much more concerning employment, than to 
have entertained themſelves with the modera 
diſpute, whether ſome antecedent decree of Gad 
hadnot irreverſibly determin'd them to the one 
or other 3 a diſquiſition that had ſerv'd only to 
keep us 7dly buſie, fet our heads a working, but 
folds up our hands like Solomon's [luggard 1n our 
boſoms. So alſo when S. Paxl affirms it the de- 
ſign of Chriſts giving himſelf for us, to purifie to 


| himſelf a peculiar people,zealous of good works; the 


Primitive Chriſtians had no other delign than'to 
comport with that his purpoſe; to be what he 
died to make them, and to atteſt their Zeal to 


"good works, by being aftually rich in them. 


They took Chriſt's word, that he that gave the 
weancſt dole for his ſake,ſhould not loſe his reward; 
thought themſelves ſure enough upon his promiſe, 
and never diſputed the proportion either of 
Worth or Congruity between the work and wa- 
ges3 and had the Aodern done the like,our works 
had not ſo unhappily evaporated into words 5 we 
had talkt leſs and done more. 

'TWERE caſie to draw the Parallel , 
through all the points which buſied the devotion 
of the firſt Ages, and the curioliry of the latter : 
By all which it would be evideat,how much Chri- - 
{tiau 
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ſtian doftrine has /oſ# in its Efficacy, ſince it 
gain'dinits Bulk; how we have embaſed our 
Coin by multiplying itz and have divided our ſum 
into ſo many, and ſo ſmall Fraftions, as our 
Arithmetick cari ſcarce zumber, never unite, We 
ſhould think him very ridiculous, that ſhould 
hope to advance his crop, by grinding the cor: 
he ſows : yet, methinks, this has been the Me- 
thod of our Spiritual husbandmen, who have 
ſcarce ſuffered one grain of our faith to ſcape En- 
tire. *Tis ſaid that the Azt, when fhelays in her 
winter-ſtock, bites the ends of the Corr,as being 
Naturaliſt enough to know that will certainly 
prevent its ſprouting. And ſure that little con- 
temptible creature whom Solomon appoints to 
preach induſtry to the ſſuggard, may in this point 
read Philoſophy too, to our greateſt Do@Fors 3 
convince them that that ſeed which they mangle 
with ſo many Diſtinctions and Diviſions, will 
never ſpring up into Chriſtian pra@ice : It will 
rather be like the Dragons teeth, Cadmws 1s ſaid 
to have ſown, whoſe immediate production was 
a hoſtile band combating one another. A fable 
which, God knows, we have found too ladly 
' wworaliz,d in our School-contentions, only with 
this unhappy difference, that ours are more 7m- 
mortal; our Serpentine breed fight but never die, 
oppoſe but deſtroy not one another. 

A ND then "twill not appear ſtrarige to ſee 
the firſt ſeeds of diſcord ſo prodigiouſly en- 
creas'd,that they now over-ſpread the face of the 
Earth - for, whereas if all other things there 

| Is 
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is a ſucceſſion, 'one generation goes and another 
comes, and ſo though the ſpecies continue;the 1#- 
dividuals periſh 3 theſe ſeem to have the accurſt 
Priviledge of propagating and not cxpiring, and 
to have reconcil'd the procreativeneſs of corpore- 
al, with the duration of izrorporeal Subſtances 2 
This is ſuch an advantage toward their mwltipls: 
cation, that we may grieve, but cannot wonder 
to find them Swarm 5 not like Bees to bring pro- 
fit, . bur like Locxſts to devour every green thing 
in the land; nor1s it now inthe power of all the 
Magicians of Agypt to calt them out : for were 
it potlible ever to become Satarrs intereſt ro fup- 
preſs them, he would certainly find himſelf-in 
the caſe-of one of his young Conjurers, - to have 
fair d more ſpirits than h2 could lay. ' Mens 
now irritated Paſſions, and formed intereſts, 
. the great fomenters of dilputes,, would provetoo 
ſturdy Devils, even for Beelzebub himſelf tro Exs 
orcite. | 
BUT tris too ſure his Kingdom will never ſo 
divide againſt itſelf; it ſuits not only- with his 
Nature, but with his 'F-ds to perpetuate our 
Strifes; arid therefore as if. our doctrinal debates 
were,fnot enough to ſecute his purpole;”. te has 
ar auxiliary troop of ritual differences to. at- 
tach us. he Leprofie which inftefts the folider 
parts of onrReligion, has'paſt from the body to 
the very Gurierts; the moſt exterior adberers 
ties; Habits;' Geſtiires, i Days,'every thing that 
has but rhe Tenioreſt-'ſubſervietoy to Piety; arc 
become the objeZF# of herte Conteſts, and have 
HOY $ tficteas'd 
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encreasd the number and heat of our quarrels, 


that 'tis unneceſlary, perhaps impoſlible to add 
more 51f he can but keep up theſe, as God knows, 
he is too like to do, his Kingdom will be compe- 
-tently guarded, they being his greateſt ſecarity 
againſt that power of Godlinef, that vital force of 
Chriſtianity,he ſo much dreads: that they are fo, 
1s obvious enough to him that takes bur the grol- 
ſeſt confus'd view of them. But that we may 
better diſcern the degrees of his advantage and 
our own ##iſchief, twill not be amiſs to conſider 
them more attentively, make ſome diſtin obſer- 
vations, not of al, for that were endleſs, but of 
ſome of their moſt eminent Zfe&Fs,which we ſhall 
find ſo pernicious and deſtructive, as ſufficiently 
ſpeak their relation, and ſubſerviency to the 
great Abeddon. . 
AND in the firſt place, if we conſider them 


. only privatively, as they ſupplant and juſtle out 


our greater concerns, we ſhall find them ſadly 
miſchievous, indeed to ſuch a degree, that were 
they not chargeable with any poſitive Ill, they 
werc by this their mere regative Force, compe- 
tent Inſtruments of our rwize. Did they actu- 
ally convey no venome, yet while they ſub- 
ftrat our nouriſbment, their effe&s will be 
fure to. be'deadly 3 Grace as well as Nature being 
liable to be ſtarv'd as well as poyſoned. Ghrifti- 
ezity is.not a dull unattive, -but_. ſtirring, .buſie 
State, andtherefore we ſtill find it; in the; Goſpel 
repreſented under. the Metaphors. which la ig 
the greateſt Induſtry and Ativity 3. tisa trade, a 
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watch, a racty, a combat, and it alligns us tasks 
enough to juſtifie the propriety of the Tropes : 
And therefore as on the one hand, the (leepy Pro- 
feſlor will at laſt-find he has but dreamt of thole 
glorious Rewards he expects 3 ſo on the other, 
he that fratnes himſelf another Scheme, that Ia- 
bours, but aot in Gods: vineyard, that buſies 
himſelf in things extrinſick to that one great 
Sphere of motion, the Evangelical Precepts, will 


_ finally diſcerii that he bas but rolled &9/phas his 


ſtone, eſpous'd a #ogle under which he may indeed 
be weary and heavy fader, but will acver find reſt 
to his Soul. | | 

AND. thett what can be more perfeQly 
adapted to his aim, who delires to propagate 
his own eternal reſtleſneſs unto ns, than thus to 
commute our tasks, exchange theſe pleaſert and 
g4inful ones, which God afligns us, for thoſe ww- 
caſte and fruitleſf, we inipole on our ſelves. *Tis 
true, we find too many of thoſe unprofitable 
works of darkneſs to bufie and employ us : but I 
think no one, nay I am apt to ſay not all others 
together, have proved fo efieCtual to his purpoſe 
as this of raiſing and maintaining perties iz Re- 
ligion, 'Tis r00 uſual a-policy of States to ſecute 
thetnſelves from the fear of a potent Neighbour, 
by fomenting a civil diſcord in his: Kingdom + 
Satax has in this Taſtance found it a lucky. Stra- 
tagem, it having 'ptoved the moſt powetful re- 
vulſive ' of: his danger. I will not- examine, 
whether he. borrowed it from, or lent it-to 
our eMachavilians, but ſure he nay from: his 
| $ 5 ow 
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own experience recommend it with the atteſta- 
tion of a Probatum eſs. 0? 1':)-:.1195 
INDEED this art of diverſion gives him a 
full ſecurity againſt all he fearsh our Chriſtiani- 
ty, for 'tis not the title he envies to us, or dreads 
himſe!f 5 we know he long fince had courage to 
contemnthe name even of Chriſt, when invoked 
by thoſe whoſe praftices joyn'd with him in defy- 
ing itz while we are but Jewiſh Exorcifis, make 
no other uſe of Chriſt, but to get us a reputation 
and a trade, he can deal well enough with us. 
Sever Sons of Scevaarenot half fo terrible tohim 
as ore St. Paul; tis him only he fears, that to the 
ſorm has joyn'd the power of Godlineſs: That Ex- 
orciſm he knows he cannot reſiſt, and therefore 
has very dexterouſly found a way to divert it, 
by engaging us in thoſe contentions which allow 

- us not to think of the praftical part of our pro- 
feſſion : By the confur'd- noiſe of Battel, quite 
drowning that voice behind ws, which ſays, This is 
the way, walk in it. Nay, by this ſubtilty he does 

- not only divert, but foreſtal alſo 3-ljke the Ph3/3- 
ſtines,allows no Spear or Sword that may be us'd 
againſt him, but takes up all thoſe Inſtruments] 
by which we ſhould work the work of God. | We 
know to all affairs of Importance there are three 
neceſlary roncurrents,without which they can ne- 
ver be SGacke 5 Time, Tnduſiry, and Faculties, 
and the more weighty and difficult the Buſineſs 
;s,. the greater Degree of each of theſe is requr- 
fiie. Now certainly the iz#tere/?-of-our Souls is 

« not the lighteſt correrr we have :* theiavoiding 
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eternal -r5/ery, the acquiring endleſs b/;ff 1s not 
ſo trivial, orſo eafie a matter, asto be the Work 
of a morert, the purchaſe of ſome few yawning 
wiſhes, Or volatile phancies : He who is to diſpenſe 
the Rewards, has propas'd us other Conditions, 
aflign'd us Wark which: takes up.no leſs time 
than that of our whole lives; no leſs intention than 
of our whole powers : And then if we ſuffer any 
thing elſe to interpoſe, .and defaulk what is thus 


_ entirely requilitez if we eut new Channels forthat 


which ſhould run in this one ful/ current,'tis ealie 
to divine what the Event will be: For man beiag 
finite both. 1n his nature and operations, the time 
and attention he beſtows on one thing, muſt ne- 
eeflarily be ſubſtralted from another. And 
therefore if our Diſputes about Religion enter- 
tain and buſie us, they muſt unayoidably inter» 
rupt our attendance on prafick Duties 3-and ſa 
whileſt we quarrel with one another, give our 
great Maſter t00 juſt ground of quarrel with 
at, by negleCing the great, and indeed only 
Buſineſs entruſted to uns. | 

N OW 1adced that our contentions do thus dis 


_ vert us, istog apparent to any that ſha!l conſider 


it in any of the three forementioned particulars 5 
for, firſt for qur-tzwe, they do not only i»ſeuſibly * 
ſteal away much af it ( a modeſty- which moſt 
other diverſions do ſtill retain ) but Aagifterially 
exaCt it, and accordiogly have large parcels of it 
ſolemnly and ;avowedly: deyoted to them 3 the 
Canning old queſtions, and raiſing new ones,having 
en the profeſt Buſineſs of many mens lives 3 
03 ne 


<p _ , JE. £ - 4 


265 — —@CNoiſchiefr viſe Thapy. 


a 


ral obtations of their Time toit : And of this eve- 


ry age has left fo many Records,as the mere read: 


ing them would allow few vacant minntes to the 
ſucceeding. And had not tizre a little reveng'd 
his own quarrel, 'and 'conſum'd many of thoſe 


writings, by which himſelf was waſted, the Hy-" 


perbole would not be very extravagant in this cale, 
which we find warrantably us'd in another, Johx 
2x. that even the world #tſelf could not contain the 
Books which have been written. As it is, there are 
more'than enough to employ, nay, devour time 5 
for when'men once launch: into the vaſt See of 
Comroverfie, they are toſſed there endlefly,and 
ſeldom recover a harbour, Difficulties like waves 
crouding qQne upon the neck ofanother ; And ac 
cardingly we ſee in Polemick Diſputes,how every 
rejoynder {wells bigger and bigger, till like the 
Prophets cloud,fram a hand breadth it over-(pread 
the Heavens 3 every little Manual becomes the 


Parent of vaſt Valumes3 and unleſs the evil cure. 


itſelf by majoration 3 unleſs the greatneſs of the 
| task bring in' deſpair to ſupplant curioſity, and 
keep men from-reading,the fpeFators will have as 
little reſpite, as the Combatarts; both Writers 
and Readers will be 19 ingroſt, that they will 
havelittle leiſure for atiy'qhing elſe. AndIdare 


in this appeal to any that haye engag'ddeepeither- 


way, whether they have not found it 'experimen- 
tally true: I wiſh they would-but ſnatch ſome 
broken parcel. as a plark from the eommon Pip- 


their very Vocation and Trade wherein they hive 
arrived to ſuch eminence,as ſhews they made libe-+ 
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wreck of their time; reſcue a few —a— tho. 
ſober refleftion, and audir what real Profit: ac» 


crucsto them from the expence of ſo many pre» 


etous Hoursz how much it advances that grand 
bufineſs for which their Time here was allotted, 
and according to which their Eterrity herea 
will be awarded': always remembring, that if it 
promote it not, it hinders it, by diverting that 
#/e which ſhould have been ſo employed : And 
indeed there cannot be a more comprehenſive miſe 
chief than this of the loff of time, it being that 
which virtually contains the fruſtrating of all 
other Advantages, whereby we ſhould work out 
our Salvation. The operations even of Chriff 
himſelf were, he tells us, limited to a certain 
ſeaſon : F-wuſt work the work of my Father whilſt is. 
is day, the night cometh when no man can work 5 
and if the Night overtake us, it matters not how 
we are ſtored with inſtruments of Action, fince 
they all at once then become uſeleſs. Our Laws 
anciently ſet a greater pexalty upon the ſtealing 
Beafls of breed, that no other Cattel of the ſawe 
ſpecies, as calculating the damage by the polhbi- 
ities of which the owner was robb'd. - Time is 
the wniverſal womb of things and aftions3 and 
therefore when we loſe that, we ſufter an accu- 
mulative prejudice,forfeit our Rights in __—_ 
as well as our Poſſeſjzons, our capacities, as well as 
ernjoyments, As inan Abortion the unhappy Mos 
ther, beſides the fruſtration of her hopes, and. 
child-birth pains ſaſtain'd, acquires an aptitude 
to miſcarry for the future,and never ta be ableto 
S 4 bring 
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bring forth a vital birth - And thus,, God knows, 
multitudes of Embryon-purpoſes periſh, and the 
miſery; of it is, they are our beſt that do ſo. We 
generally | purſue: our frivolous -projefFs with an 
ative vigour, but keepour great and conceraing 
«ffairs only 1n deſign till death come and ſurprizg 
us, which like the fatal Metamorphoſes the Poets 
talk of, fixes us tn the poſture it' finds us, and To 
preſents us to Judgment. Now I would know of 
the moſt eager Contender, whether he would nat 
chuſe then tobe faund with bis hands ſtretcht out 
in prezer to God, or alms tothe poor,rather than 
dealing blows amang(t his fellow ſervants; if he 
would; certainly 'tis. his concern to put himſelf 
into that form he would then appear in, to huſ- 
band his little ſpan of time fo, as may ſtand him 
in-ſtead. when time ſhall be no more. 

BU T if men will needs be improvident, yet 
why wyll they be ridicxlous too? It they will barter 
away their time, methinks they ſhould at leaſt 
have:ſome eaſe in exchange, but to be induſtri- 
ous, il]-busbands, ito loſe all their advantage, and 
none. of their #0zl, is ſuch a ſolemn piece of folly, 
23 is at ance mattey of Scprn and Wonder yet 
this is the very caſe here; our wrerelings do not 
only exhauſt our tire, but our ſtrengthtoo : We 
purſue them with ſo vehement a2 intention, as if 
our Faith propos'd. not to us any other victory, 
-but over this fort of Opponents: We run our 
ſelves breathleſs in this race, where the prize is 
only a few fading Leaves, or what is more tranſi- 

tary; a little popwlir applanſe; and make hot to- 
yards 
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wards the incorruptible Crown,till we are grown 
too feeble and decrepit for the. other purſuir.. 
Men macerate their Bodies, and, waſt their Spt- 
rits.in Polemick ſtudies, preſcribe themſelves no. 
time. of. diſcharge from that War, till they are 
able no.langer to weild their weapors, and then,: 
when mere Impotence makes them peaceable, be- 
gin to cry out of contertion, ſnatch up Devotion: 
when Controverfie begins to. be too heavy for 
them,and at their Death pray for that peace of the. 
Church, which they have made it the buſineſs vf, 
their life, to diſturb, This as it ſufficiently at- 
teſts what mens thoughts are 1n their cool bloud, 
what apprehenſions they have of the way when 
they draw near their, journeys End ſo does it 
abundantly evince the unſpeakable prejudice Pie+ 
ty receives from our Diſputes 3 Thoſe have the, 
ative and vigorows, Abettors, while That isturn'd 
off to languiſbing, bed-rid Votaries. So that the 
divifion between theſe-two, is like that of the Cat- 


tel between Jacoband Lakar, all the ſtronger to 


the one, and feebler to the other: Would God. 
the ſcene were not in ane teſpett: chang'd, . and 
that the Syrian hadnpt here got the better ſhare. 
But in the meantime what greater advantage can 
Satan wilh for, our ſtrength and induſtry 1s dt- 
verted upon theſe Tareign expeditions, and Sjou 
1s left to be guarded by the lame and the blind, 
ſuch only as are not able to follow the Camp,and 
then 'tis not ſtrange toſee what ſuccesful aſſaults 
he has made, that that true praGick vertze which 
once made ſuch yictorious (alleys on the haben 
Orig, 
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World, is now baffled in its own Quarters, bea- 
ten from its Works, and driven to ſeck- ſhelter 
itr obſcure corners, immures itſelf in Tome few 
private breaſts, and fo like an exil'd' Prince, 
makes only ſhift to /ive, when it ſhould: reign. 
But alas, {ha'l we for ever ſuffer our ſelves to be 
thus befool'd, ſhall this his ftale ſtratagem after 
ſo many hundred years uſe, nay, and dcteftion 
too, loſe nothing of its Efficacy? Muſt we al- 
ways waſte our Krength in forging ſhackles for 
our ſelves ? This is ſuch an infatuation as Hoſes 
ſpeaks of, Chay. 9.7. The Prophet is a fool, the 
Spiritual man is mad : Would God, we would once 
put our ſelves under the diſcipline of ſerious re- 
col|c&ion, it might perhaps cure the Phrenfie - 
Let him who has with unwearied diligence 
watcht all advantage againſt his Antagoniſt; 
rack'd and tortured every period of his diſcourſe, 
co make it confeſs an abſurdity : Let him, I ſay, 
confider, how much better that Z#dxſiry had been 
ethployed in diſcovering the fe/acies of our com- 
mon Adverſary, that old Sophiſter, who puts the 
moſt abuſive Elenchs on us, whileſt we'are moſt 
baſte in putting them upon 'one- another. Good 
God ! how might true vita] Chriſtianity / at this 
day have flour:ſht,if we would have beſtowed our 
patns the right way ? At how much a cheaper rate 
might we have cheriſht,than we deftiroy her. All 
partiespretend to be very careful of this Y7xe, are 
_ very buſic in ſetting traps for the /ztele Foxes, all 
whom they are pleas'd to call Heretzcks 5 and in 
the meantime take no care of the wild Boar, _ | 
g that 
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that not only ſpoil her branches, but ftack up her 
roots, ſuffet the moſt ſavage beaſtial vices to de- 
ſtroy both Powet and Form of Godlineſs toge- 
ther. Thus unhappily do we divert our intetiti- 
ons from our moſt important concerns. And 


as Archimedes is ſaid to have been fo vehemently 


intent ypoti a Geometrical figure, that he heard 
not of the taking of the City, till an Enemy gave 
him his iferwatioz and death together : Sodo we 
fo buſie our felves in drawing our ſeveral $chemet 
of Religion( every of which will pretend to no 
tefs than Demonſtration Y.that in the mean time, 
that which aloneis true Religion, is expos'd tothe 
fury of the Enemy, fack'd, ruinated, and like the 
plough'd-up 7Jewiſh SanFnary, not one ſtone left 
upon another, Certainly moſt of the-queſtiovs 
which at this day diſturb Chriſtendom, have i re- 
ſþeF of their matter no Propriety towardthe pro- 
pagating good Life, but, iz reference to their way of 
managery,all aptneſs to hinder it how much wete 
it then for our eaſeas well as profit.to turn us into 
the plain road, where-none of theſe Thorny difh- 
cultics will encumber us ? Alas, why ſhould the 
Romaniſt (0 (weat-to maintain his Purgatory flame, 
as if he already felt its heat, and would 1n this 
wor'dantedate thoſe pains, when the ſame Indu- 
ſtry beſtowed here topurifie himſelf from all filthi- 
neſs of fleſh and ſpirit, would ſubſtrat the matter 
of that Fire, andleave little for thatfarnace to re- 
fine 3 which were doubtleſs a much ſecurer way, 
even according to his aw principles,than to truſt 


out. 
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out when once deeply ingulphet : 'Tis ſurely much 
better to ſtarve that Fire by ones own inzocence, 
than to leaveit to be extinguiſht by the Tears 
and Piety of ſarviving friends, Why ſhould the 
Socinian ſo eagerly contend for the poſlibility of 
keeping the Law, when one example would con- 
vince more than a thouſand arguments. Lethim 
bend his ſtudy to make himſeIfan inſtance of his 
own doftrine; and then though he do finally fail 
in proving his Hypotheſes, yet, if he do his utmoſt, 
he will not fail of a better triumph than that 
which the Schools can give 3 and fo will even 
from his error extract advantage, his very #ray- 
ine will. by a happy Antiperiſtaſis, lead him inta 
the way. Why does the Predeſtizarian ſa adven- 
toroully climb into Heaven, to ranſack the ce)e- 
ſfial Archives, read Gods hidden Degrees, when 
with leſs labour he may ſecure an Authentich tren- 
ſcript within himſelf; let him according to Saint 
Peter's advice, «dd to his faith vertue, and to yer- 

knowledge, and to knowledge temperance, &c. 
and that chain of vertues will ſtand him in much 
more ſtead,than if he could as infallibly = ſome 
have confidently) demonſtrate every link of Pre- 
deſtination : 'Tis the aſliduous prafice of Duty 
will make his calling and election. ſure 5 and un- 
leſs he can confutc that divine Axiome, that 
without _ none ſhall ſee the Lords he cannot 
but confeſs he may more profitably buſie his 
thoughts in labouring to. become holy, thanin 
diſputing whether he can chuſe to be ſo or not. 
Or. laſtly, why do we Chriſtians of ſeveral perſwa- 
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ſons, lo fietcely argue againſt the ſalvability of 
each other,' as if it were not only} our Opinion; 
bur our Intereſt and our Wiſh, that all ſhould be 
dammn'd,but thoſe of our particular Set} 3when God 
knows, not- only every Society; bur every fingle 
perſon has enough to do, to work ont: his own ſals 
vation, which if we will take the Apyſilesr word, is 
to be done with feer and trembling, Phil. 2.12. A 
temper very widely diſtant from that of cenſu- 
ring and judging. And ſure we ſhould notthink 
that zwalefaJor more meriting, or more likelyto 
be acquitted, who ſhould leap fromthe Bar to the 

Bench, and there condemn the whole: Goal but 

himſelf. "Twas a ſober and Chriſtian reply of 'a 
late learned Gentleman, who being askt by 'one; 
whether a Papiſt might be ſaved, anſwered,” Tow 
may be ſaved without knowing that. And would we 
confme our cares and enquiries fo thoſe things 

which concern that one great Intereſt, we mig 
take /effpains, and yet do wore work.3 be leſs buſte- 
bodies, but more fruitful Chriſtians, and then ſure 
'tis time we ask our ſelves the Y;/t- mans queſti- 
on, Fccleſ. 5. 16. What profit hath he that laboureth 
for the wind ? And at laſt give over this unthri- 
ving diligence, and not ſo emulate the moſt ſtu- 
pid of Beaſts,” as tomake our ſelves burrhens, ons 
ly that we may couch under/them. - 
AND were thisonly Tfachars lot; twerethe 
leſs to be regretted, but al(o-Zabyloz herein in- 
vades hispottion3 'tis they: that handle the. per! 
of the Writer," that have engroſt #54 ervor;::and 
will not ſufler it tobe a Plebeian one. _—_ 
| 0 
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fo much this way miſ-employ the two vulgar ta» 
lenctsof Time and Induſtry, as thoſe who have a 


third ſuperadded to them, that of Extraordinary 
Faculties and endowments, which they do aspro- 


— 


- - Jigally laviſh as eitherof the former. The Be- 


rs or Abettors of contentions have generally 

en Perſons of the moſt acuterefin'd wits and ex- 
celent learning, which has enabled them for thoſe 
irks and ſubtilties, of which groſſer under- 
Crt would have remain'd more happily ig- 
norant : A ſtrange produdtion that the greateſs 
beauties of Nature and Art, ſhould .ingender the 
foxleft deformity in Religion. Thus alas, have $a- 
#axs altars the pre-emptioa of Gods, the fatteſt 
Oblation brought to feed the fire of contention; 
whileſt that of devotion expires for want of Nou- 
. riſhment. It was indeed no wonder, that the 
blind zeal of Pagars had made him fo wantonly 
nice, that none but the choiceſt victimes would 
ſerve his turn 3 none but an Andromede and an 
Iphigenia, Royal and Virgin-{acrifices propitiate 
his infernal Deities : but that among Chrifiians 
he ſhould ſtill have the ſame Ele@ior, have the 
richeſt treaſures of thoſe, who fay they war 
againſt him, Jaid at his feet, have his choiceſt 
weapons ont of his Enemies magazeen,is a riddle 
that can ſcarce be ſolved, but by concluding 1do- 
Latry has. only chang'd its form, and thaf he lits as 
ſecurely enſhrin'd in 'avers pdſſions and animoſi- 
ties, as ever-he did in an 1do! Tewple 3 {0 that he 
ſeems rathef to have loſt:the poxep, than the power 
_ of Regiment, But admit, EI 
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ſo immediately Gqds rival, that theſe ecalative 
debates had none of thoſe adherencies, which do 
ſo dirty gratifie him, yet ſtill he is ſecur'd of 
gaining ſomewhat at rebound 3 for alas, when 
mens faculties are thus employed, what Wea- 
pons are there left for the defence oftrue praZFick 
vertue, and God knows, ſhe needs them but too 
much : Mens /zſts are grown ſubtle Diſputants, 
ſo that the moſt improved of iy may find work 
enough to manage the Conteſt 3 And ſurely would 
men of parts timely have bent . their endeavours 
this way, vice could not havegot ſoſtrong a par- 
ty. Men are aſhamed tobe Proſchtes to. a weak 

rguer, as thinking they muſt part with their 
reputation, as well as their ſz: and certainly no- 
thing is a more general diſcouragement from, Pte- 
ty, than the opznzoz of its votaries not being Per- 
At of Parts, and exalted Underſtandings.3' a 
Prejudice as old as the time of our Saviour, as 
may appear from Joh.7. Would God our greateft 
Rabbies would ſadly conſider how much they 
have contributed to this ſcandal, while by laying 
out their parts on Polemick niceties,they have neg- 
leted the more weighty part of their bulineſs, 
and given too much Atteſtation to that ſcanda- 
lous Maxim,that Tgzorance is the mother of Devoti- 
on ; Certainly this is quiteto miſtake their Com- 
miſſion,which is not that of a Herauld,to proclaim 
War amongſt men, but that of an Embdſ[ador 
to reconcile them firſt ro holjneſs,. and by it to 


Gad:; And doubtleſs ore ſoxl gain'd to Piety, 


would more promote their account, that az 
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| thouſand: ſecured toa Set or Party. We find 


. up his Talent, but we have no cauſe to think 
it would have been at all caffer, if he had melted 
the Talent into bullets, to. maintain the skirmifh 
'with his fellows : Whether that be not the caſe 
of ſome who have received not the oe Talent but 
the five, I leave it to be diſcuſled between God 
and their own Conſciences ; but in the interim 
"tis ſad to ſee how unhappily men engage their 
endeavours,which ſeems to repreſent the reverſe 
of Eſay's Propheſte, we have beat our plough- 
ſhares into ſwords, and our pruning-hooks into 
ſpears, all the inſtruments . of fertility and 
growth in Grace, into Engins of War and di/ſ- 
cord; and then it muſt needs be a moſt deplora- 
ble condition to which Criſtianity is reduced 3 
which ſeems in this to be under the ſame cala- 
mity, which her diſtreſt profeſſors ſuffer from 
the Tyrkiſh tyranny, whileſt her hopefulleſt and 
moſt pregnant Children, are like Janizaries and 
Timarjots trained up to fight againſt her. 'And 
let nune wonder that I call it fighting againſt 

her, when yet perhaps none of them do formally 
renounce her 3 for that Circumſtance only de- 
termines the War to be inteſtine, not foreige: 3 
and if our own fad Experiences had hot 'too 
much qualified us to judge, I might appeal to 
the univerſal vote of mankind, which of thoſe 
were the moſt deſtructive. Indeed were there 
no' other A of hoſtility diſcernable, ' but, that 
which we have hithetto infiſted on, the inter- 

cepring 
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ind || cepting_ her ſupplies, the cutting. off from her 
zpt || that time, induſtry and gifts, whereby ſhe would 


benouriſht and ſupported, that were irreparably 
ed || injurious to her, *and conſequently moſt grateful 
iſh | tothat grand Ermemy, who, as hath been ſhewd, 
iſe | makes advantage of our Wranglings, of Diſſen- 
ut | tions with one another, to reak his: more invete- 
od || rate Malice or ws al. 
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df 4 Survey of the Miſchiefs arifin ing from Diſputes, as 
[- they ſupplant Charity. 


UT alas, the miſchief of theſe debates 
cannever be de{crib'd by bare negatives, 
there are multitudes of poſitive 1)ls, that 
;n{eparably adhere to them, and thoſe of ſo de- 
ſtructive a force, .that if Chriſtianity were be- 
leagred and famiſht by the former, (he is form'd 
and batter'd by theſe, and fo is aſcertain'd to 
fink under all the methods of ruine. In the front 
of theſewe may well rank thoſe diſplacencies and 
animoſities which are the product of our ſpecu- 
ative differences, and which doindeed ſo natu- 
rally reſult from them, that 'tis not to be hoped 
ſolong as the ove continues that the other will 
ever ceaſe. For though in praFice we often 
ſee a bewitching Sin dethrone the Reaſon, and 
make men at as if they had no ſuch ſuperior 
1 principle 
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principle to guide them, yet in matters of Specu- 
lation their affeFions are generally ſtrongly in- 
fluenc'd by their wnderſtandings. We do not 
only approve, 'but love thole notions wherewith 
we are prepoſlſeſt, which kindneſs as it propa- 
gates itſelf to the abettors of the ſame Tenets, 
foalfo it infinuates diſlikes to the oppoſers. And 
as that oppoſition advances, ſo the diſguſt does 
too, till at laſt the Scene ſhifts, and the Perſons 
arcat a greater war than the Opinions. But we 
need not thus derive a proof trom the caxſes,when 
the thing does too demonſtrably atteſt itſelf by 
the effeds; for what iſſues are there of the mor- 
tallett hatred,which do not plentifully flow from 
this fountain. Humane nature we know has but 
three ways of actuating its paſſions3 by thought, 
by word, and by deeds; and we may ſurely con- 
clude the feud very bitter that employs all 
theſe Engins, as tis too viſible this does for 
though the former of theſe be in its own na- 
ture inſcrutable to all but ommiſcience 3 yet the 
two litter are, according to Chriſts own Rule, of 
the Tree by the fruits, infallible Criteriows of 
them 5 and thoſe make ſuch liberal diſcoveries, 
that I think I may appeal to any who. have 
e{pous'd a party, whether they have not with the 
firſt diſcriminating rudiments of their-own Sect, 
imbib'd a fecret confus'd prejudice to all others. 
Nay, I fear there are but few of fo mortified pal- 
ffons, as to have ſtopt there, and not advanc'd to 
a direct averſion, and altenation of mind. In- 
decd were it not for this, twere ſcarce poſſible 
{or 
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for ſo many of the wulgar, to be ſuch Bigots in 
their ſeveral factions 3 for alas, their Intelle&s 
are generally too groff, to have any clear appre- 
henfion of the Points they contend for 5 their 
Leaders only give them ſome gereral confus 'd no- 
tions, jJult enough to excite their diſpleaſure 
againſt all Diſfenters, and then their avger muſt 
preſently be call'd zeal, and inſtead of the more 
uneaſie task of ſuppreſling their paſlion, this ex- 
pedient ſerves at once to hallow. and gratifie it : 
Nay, ſo ridiculous have ſome mens prepoſſeſſions 
of this kind been, that they would ſcarce allow 
thoſe to be entire mer whom they thought not 


ſound believers, but have phancied I know not 


what bodily as well as eMental Monſtroſities in 
thoſe they were pleas'd to call Hereticks 3 a piece 
of childiſh credulity which the Emiſlaries of 
ſome factions have not diſdain'd to make their 
advantage of: But theſe inward diſguſts and 
rancors are but the firſt bound of this ball of 
contention, when this leyenis once in the heart, 
It will quickly difluſe itſelf, and both torgue 
and hands will be tainted with it. Hence comes 
it, that diſputes in religion. are. managed with 
ſuch virulency and bitterneſs, that one would 
think the Diſputants had put off much of Hu- 
manity, before they come thus to treat of Divi- 
nity, The government of the Tongueis a piece 
ot morality which ſober nature dictates, which 
yet in this inſtance many even of our greateſt 
Scholars ſeem totally to have unlearnt 3 For whe- 
ther we conlider the unſeemly reproaches, or r1- 
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gid cefhfures, wherewith almoſt all parties purſue 
their Antagoniſts, we have reaſon to ſay with 
S. James, The tongue is an unruly evil, full of dead- 
ly Poyſon : Would God their gailt of this kind, 
did not ſo loudly proclaim itſelf, as to ſuper- 
ſede the need of proof. 'Tis too obvious that the 
Satyr has uſurpt the chair, and Polemick Dif 
courſes are degenerated into /ibels andynveFives; 
our Controverti{ts fall from arguments to re- 
proaches, as if their Zeal lay more to blaſt their 
adverſaries fame, than confute his error 5 and 
were this only in perſonal extemporary debates, 
it might have the excuſe of an indeliberate paſli- 
on. Indeed it were to be wiſht that all words 
of this ſort might vaniſh in that breath that 
utters them 3 that as they reſemble the Wind 
in fury and i-petuouſueſs, lo they might do allo 
' In #rarſtentneſs, and ſudden expiration : But alas, 
a courſe is taken to immortalize. them, they 
become records, and our moſt elaborate contre 
verſial writings, like the Earth after the curſe, 
over-run with theſe briers and thorns, Sarcaſms, 
contumelies and invectives filling ſo many Pages, 
that were thoſe weeded out,many volumes would 
be reduced to a more woderate bulk as well as 
temper. Nor are our cenſures any thing. more 
modeſt than our reproaches, every petty diffe- 
rence 1s mutually upbraided to each party as a 
defection from the faith, fo that we ſcarce know 
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a milder z:ame than Hereſie, nor doom, than 
Damnation. And as if the vifible obliquitiesof 
err9rs would not afford us indiftments enough 
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againſt one another, there is a cloſer inſpettion 
made, every poſition is ript up, and curiouſly dif- 
ſeted, to ſee what Embryo is inits womb, what 
ſeeds there are of monſtrous productions, which 
though perhaps the native ſtrength of the Prin- 
ciple would never have animated, yet the preter- 
natural heat of an Antagoniſt can quickly hatch 
them ( like the Chickens at grand Cairo ) into life, 
and vigorous being : and if by a long chainof 
C perhaps fallacious ) Inferences, ſome ſuch Im- 
putation is faſtned upon a Theſis, then / all who 
embrace that, are charg'd alſo with all this p#- 
riows brood, though they never ſo ſolemnly re- 
nounce and diſclaim them. A pradtice ſure very 
uncharitable z for ſuppoſe ſuch corſequencies ne- 
ver ſo regularly deduced from my opinion, yet fo 
long as I ſeriouſly diſavow and deteſt them, I 
may indeed be thought wzwiſe in not diſcerning 
the connexion, but ſure not 742pioww. So that 
unleſs want of Logick be a damning ſin, no man 
can hence be authoriz'd to pronounce me repro- 
bate : and I cannot think that God, whoſe rigor 
bends againſt the faults of our w:z//s, rather than 
our wnderſtandings, and who at the laſt great aſ- 
f1ze will aſſume our own conſciences intothe ju- 
dicature upon us, will ever ſentence me for thoſe 
dedufions how horrid ſoever., which I never made 
mine, or that I ſhall ever find my ſelf in Hell 
for a miſperſwaſion which I never entertain'd. 
But there are ſome whoſe Cenfures are not ſo ar- 
tificial, yetno leſs ſevere, who beg their Poſtu- 
/4ta, and taking it for granted that ſuch and 
$:4 \uch 
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ſuch are the only ſanctified opinions, make them 
the $h;boleth by which to diſcriminate not only 
their ows Friends, but Gods too, lock up Heaven, 
gates againſt any who bring not that Ticket for 
admittance 3 and though they make the way wide 
enough to receive the molt over-grown Sinner of 
_ thetr own Opinion, yet they pronounce it impol- 
fible to the rieſt piety of a Diſlenter. And up- 
onſuch grounds as theſe do we mutually doom 
one another to perdition, never conſidering, that 
whileſt we ſo briskly preſage others Damnation, 
we really prepare for our ow#. Alas, our eager- 
nels to heat the Furnace ſeven times hotter for all 
that bownot to our diftates, does but expoſe us ta 
the fate of Nebuchadnezzars officers, Dan. 3. 
to beour ſelves conſum'd in that lame, wherein 
we caſt them. *Tis indeed to be wiſht we would 
ceaſe to invade Gods peculiar, . by judging thoſe 
that muſt ſtand or fall to him: bur if we will 
needs take his office, 'tis but equitable we take 
his r#les too; and in our Wrath remember Mercy : 
But God be bleſſed 'tis the Judgment of our «p- 
right,yet graciow Maſter, that ſha]l finally deter- 
mine us3 and not that of our paſſionate fellow- 
ſervants : If theſe were irreverſible, and the Key 
of the bottomleſs pit were in our cuſtoc!'y, we 
might give Satan 4 Writ of Eaſe, diſcharge him 
from his perambulations, he would need no 
more to walk about as a Low, but might ſtill 
he in his Dez, and we ſhould bring in prey enough 
ro glut the Devourer: For could we execnte all 
we condemn, we might ask the Diſciplesqueſtion, 
| | oy / 
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"Hat. 19. 25. Who ther can be ſaved? But as theſe 
ſevere cenſures, are a preſent wiolation of Charity, 
ſo they tend to the perpetuating it by obſtructing 
a return to that wnity of Judgment, which might 
makeup the very origzral breach : for while men 
reciprocally load each others opinions and per- 
ſons with deteſtable imputations, if they really 
ſpeak what they think, they do ſtill more deeply 
impreſs upon themſelves the prejudice to that 
which they accuſe, ( hatred as well as love ga- 
thering ſtrength by being afuated : ) but if they 
do indeed not believe their own charge, yet ba- 
ving once made it, either upon Intereſt or Paſh- 
on, 'tis nqt probable they will want pride to 
maintain it 3 and when we conſider how ruling a. 
piece of carnality that is, we cannot wonder 1f it 
indiſpoſe men to retraFations, I wiſh we had 
not too many, and too late inſtances of ſome 


whoſe weightieſt obje&ion againſt a cauſe, has 


been their own former violence againſt it. When 
men have once faſtned the brand of Hereſfie,Pro- 
phaneneſs%or Blaſphemy upon an opinion, they 
think they cannot afterwards bc:come its Proſe- 
lytes, without either ſeeming to aſſume thoſe 
Guilts, or at leaſt that of having fully charg'd 
them upon others: and the Horns of ſuch a 
Dilemma do {o gore their reputation, that it often 
tempts ta ſalve that withthe wonnding of conſti- 
exce, and per{wades them rather to reject their 
convictions, than expoſe their credits. And cer- 
tainaly were this the only 111 conſequent of our 
rigarqus accufatiaas, it would be.enoughto pre- 
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judice them as unfit Inſtruments in a Goſpel-de- 
htgn 3 but though they ſuit not-with that work to 
which they folemnly pretend, they are moſt ac- 
commodate to that they really produce : For if we 
examine in the third place, what influence theſe 
our eager conteſts have upon our aF7ors,we ſhall 
find them fully proportionable to our words. And 
firſt negatively, 'tis apparent in too. many, that 
they are aptto confine even the common offices 
of humanity to their own Seft : and others who 
do not ſo, yet ſhew fo great partiality in diſpen- 
ling them, as diſcovers the name of Chriſta 1s 
not halt ſo charming, as that of their own parti- 
cular Faction, Were inſtances of this kind as 
heedful as they are rnumeroxs, twere calle to give 
multitudes : but I think none that has liv'd in 

ar late confuftons can have wanted occaſions of 
oblerving it in -thers, at leaſt, 1f not in himſelf. 
Put alas, omiſſzons are ſcarce worth our notice, 
when there are {o many poſttive 4s of unkind- 
neſs fo viſible among us : They know little of 
ancient, and lels of oder Times, thafare unac- 
quainted with the mutual perſecutions, which al- 
moſt all parties have a'tcrnately rais d, one 
againſt another among Chriſtians : Confiſcations 
and baniſhments, Cibbets ani flames > Weapons 
God knows mnch too carnal for a ſpiritual war- 
fare, yet mach more in uſe than thole $. Panl 
recommentds tO timothy, gertleneſs.and meek 11- 
Rruffing «f Oppoſers, 2 Tim. 2.25, 26. And when 
tis conftler'd that thoic Oproſers too were Hea- 
thens, 'tiyill be more than a little ſtrange, that 
| Severity 
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Severity ſhould be allowable to zrethrew, which 


was interdicted againſt Aliens. Is it an eafier 
crime to rejectthe entire body of that Faith which 
was once delivered to the Saints, than to differ 
in the explication of ſome one branch of it ? Nay, 
perhaps only of ſome corol/ary and deduiFion from 
it, which as far as it is humane, may be fallible, 
and therefore can no more command my aſſert 


_ than it ſatisfies my judgments yet this is general- 


ly the moſt that can be affirmed of our diffe- 
rences 5 For almoſt what Party is there which 
do not avowedly own all that Faith which con- 
ſtituted the firſt Chriſtians * Would God, we did 
as uniformly embrace the Charity tooz and then 
moſt of our diſputes would be ſuperſeded, at 
leaſt ſo calm'd, that there ſhould be none of 
thole deſtruttive effe&s which they now pro- 
duce: For alas, how many funeral piles has this 
prepoſterous zeal kindled? So that what ſome 
ſaid of Draco's Laws, may too juſtly be applied 
ro our arguments, that they have been writ ra- 
ther in bloud than Ink. But as Chriſt when he 
forewarnd his Diſciples of the enſuing perſecuti- 
on, tells them, not only they ſhall be kill'd, bur 
they ſhall be put out of the Synagogue : So now 
as if Chriſtians were emulous of every branch 
of Jewiſh cruelty, we tranſcribe that part of the 
copy too, and either by cauſleſs excommunica- 
ting others, or ſeparating our ſelves, we deny the 
Henefit of publick communion to each other : And 
this is a greater ſeverity than the former, by how 
much marc implacable our kate 1s againſt what 


we 
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we count error, than what we know to be vice ; 
- and by how much the concerns of the S$oxl are 
more eſ{timable than thoſe of the Body. The in- 


__'veteratene(ſs of thoſe Feuds which riſe from 


Opinion, may clearly be diſcovered in this 
wn let a man have committed all the 
outrages which may render him unworthy to 
live, yet when we prolecute him to death, we 
willingly atiord him all helps towards his future 
Ffate, and no manis ſo inhumane as to refuſe to 
pray, either for or with a Malefactor 3 yet ſome 
few ſpeculative differences are ſuch a gulph be- 
twixt us, that we cannot meeteven in that we all 
acknowledge our common Duty, the worſhip of 
our God. Certainly among all the accurſed iſſues 
of our contertion, there is none more malignant 
and criminal, than this of $chiſzz and Separatior, 
and would men judge diſpaſſionately, more irra- 
tional too : For doubtleſs were our caſe ſtated to 
any ſober Heathen, he would never be able to 
ouefs, why they who equally acknowledge the 
advantage and neceſlity of prayer, confeſs the 
ſame God, have the ſame common wants in this 
world, and hopes in the next, may not ask in the 
ſame form and in the ſame place. Alas, is it 
not enough to beat diſtance where we d;fſer,but 
muſt we be ſo alſo where we agree & Is unity ſo 
dreadful to us, that we mult a contradictions 
_ to eſcapeit ? Surely this is a ranger faſcination 
of the ſpirit of Diviſion, than that in the Goſpel- 

- Demoniach , which enabled him to break all bonds 
in ſunder, and like It; abhors the approaches of 
a 
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2 Savioxr, Crying out, What have we to do with 
thee,thou Jeſus the Son of God, art thou come to tor- 
ment as 2 Who knows what a powerful Exorciſm 
the united interceſitons of the Chriſtian world 
might have been; had we joyntly deprecated - 
our quarrels, God might have found away to © 
have compos'd them, though wecould not 3 and 
our tears might have cemented thoſe breaches 
which our diſſexts, made, but our ſeparation wi- 
dens. I know the venerable names of the SanQions 
of Holy Church, the hundred thirty ſeventh Ca- 
non of the Code of the univerſal Church, which 
ſays in expreſs terms, "Or: s He aiperixois n gua- » 
palm ovveiye tai, that we ought not to pray with _ | 
Hereticks or Schiſmaticks,and very many warm ex- 
preſſions ofthe Fathers are produciblein this caſe : 


But till we Excommunicate with the Tears and 


Sorrows, and publick concernment of the primi- 
tive Chriſtians, who refus'd all acts of kindneſs 
only out of love,and the moſt ardent Charity, we 
may by no means lay claim totheir pattern,whole 


cſtrangements only flow from malice and invete- 


rate hate. Would we indeed comport with the 
Example of thoſe happy Times, we ſhould have 
tear'd the guilt of Schiſm 19 our ſelves fo much, 
as not to have lightly charg'dit upon others ; we 
ſhould have prayed for the conver{ian of Diſlen- 
ters, not laid Anathemas upon them, and prayed 
for their confuſton. St. Paul we ſee, Heb.10. 25. 
reckons the forſaking of Aſſemblies, as a de- 
gree, at leaſt preparative of Apoſtaſiez and from 
his time thraughout all the purer ages of the * 
| | | Church 
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it as the higheſt impietyz and no -niarvel, for 
it is one of thoſe Gyant-like ſins, which not only 
oppreſles mer, but invades even God himſelf. 
'Tis the mangling and aſlaſlnating zhat body to 
| * which Chriſt owns an 7ſeparable conneFion; the 
- * putting him to head ſcatter'd limbs; inſtead of 
an entire compat body, as if we meant to refute 
S. Paul, (hew him tis poſſible that Chriſt may be 
divided. Good God! what ſhall we ſay when we 
ſee Heathen Souldiers eſtimate Chriſts coat high- 
erthan Chriſtians do his body / they thought the 
one to0 good to be parted, but we ceaſe not to 
tearand mangle the other, and which is yet more 
monſtrous, make it 2 part of our Religion to do a. 
We name our 0pin70zs our Faith, and when un- 

' der that Title we have enſhrin'd them, we make 
” more barbarous Immolations than ever the moſt 
ſavage Heathens did. They ſacrificed ſome, few 
objects of their Love, their Children, but we ſa- 
crifice the very affeFion, and think our Zeal luke- 
warm till it have reduced our Charity to aſhes. 
Andnow if we compare thele our Divi/fors, Wrath 
and Bitterzeſs, with thoſe fundamental], Goſpel- 
precepts of Unity, Love and eMeekrefs, we muſt 
ſurely ſay we have not there ſo learn'd Chriſt. 
And then how ridiculous 1s 1t, to pretend a Zeal 
to that Goſpel, whoſe very foundations we un- 
dermine ? Peace isat once the Zleſſznrg and duty of 

\ Chriſtians, and thoſe heats of ſpeculative Con- 
teſts which violate it,. will certainly never ſerve 


" tomake us either good or happy. And therefore 
4 till 
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till Charity ceaſe to be an Eflential part of Chri- 
ſtianity (which certainly we muſt burn our Bibles 
ere we can ſuppoſe ) we muſt conclude, that our 
Diſputes, and the ways whereby we manage 
them, how much ſoever they pretend to Preſerve, 
do indeed evacuate and deſtroy true, that 15,Pra- 


Fick Chriſtianity. 


CHAP. XI. 


A Survey of the Miſchiefs ariſing from Diſputes, as 
they engage npon Il Arts and Scandalows Pradti- 
ces, to ſuſtain the efpouſed Cauſe and Party.” 


N D yet ſo unhappily are many men mi- 
ſtaken, that theſe irregular heats which 
thus waſte the vital ſpirits of Religion, 

are thought the moſt Soveraign Cordials to fup- 
port them. The higheſt Paroxi/ez of this Fever 
is deem'd the perfeCteſt Health. Men eſteem the 
over-flowing of their Ga/, the exuberance of 
their Zeal, and then all the Promiſes to the faith- |} 
ful combatant in Chriſts camp, they confidently 
-appropriate fo that their ſo eminent Grace 5 
though indeed it can with no more propriety be 

call'd ſo, than Pharaohs lean Kine might be ſaid 
to befat, becauſe they had devour'd thoſe that * 
were lo. In-plain terms, men lay ſo great weight 
upon their being of right opinions, and their ea- | 
gerneſs of abetting them, that they account that 
the WW 
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| the wnum neceſſarinn, and think the propagating 


q 


of thoſe ſo important a ſerviceto God, as will ju- 
ſtifie the uſe of the molt interdifed inſflruments, 
legitimate the moſt emormows Commiſſions, that 
they can phancy contributive to that pious End : 
And moreover commute for the negleQ of Pre- 


| Gick duties in the general tract of their /;zves. I 


ſhall not here urge the hazard of mens erring in 
the choice of opinions, nay, the certainty that 
of many oppolite,one only can be the right 3 and 
then toall ſuch as miſs that, their very grbund- 
work fails them. I ſhall only confine my lelf to 
the malignant influence this Perſwaſion has oh pra- 
Fice, and in that reſpect I cannot but affirm it a 


molt pernicious delaſien, which as it tends ex- 


tremely to the enhanſing the bitterneſs of our 
conteſts, ſo it may juſtly be reckoned among the 
worſt effefts of them, and is a moſt 3rrefragable 
proof how much they obftruct the vital efficacy of 
Religion 19 our hearts. Nor is it any new thing 
for men thus todeceive themſelves 3-for we find 
ſuch Confidences as thefe frequently upbraided 


. to the Jews, both by the Prophets and Chrift him- 


felf ; they thought their Zea/ to the Temple and 
ritual obſervances ſo invincibly meritorious, as 


t. no Crimecould defeat, and that their legal purifi- 


cations would render them acceptable in Gods 
Eyes, in ſpight of all their eMora! pol/utions : 
But how fallacious a hope this was, the many ſe- 
vere increpations of God do ſufficiently atteſt. 
Yet certainly their guilt was far below ours ; the 
things they ſo depended on were parts, though 
not 
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not the whole of their Duty 5 thoſe Ordinances, 
though perhaps ſomewhat adulterated by Rabbi- 
ical mixtures, yet for the main were inſtituted 
by God himſelf, and that with a delign ot diſcri- 
minating and ſeparating them from the reſt of 
the world ; and luch peculiarities and priviledges 
as theſe, might have an aptneſs to excite that 
preſumption : But alas, the caſe is otherwiſe 


with moſtof us 5 they are not the Revelations of 


Gods will, not the Teſtament of our dying Re- 
deemer,but ſome Codicils and Annexes of our own 
we ſo eafneſtly abet. 'Tis not the Text ( for 
then 'twere impoſlible for any that receiv'd the 
iame Canon of Scripture todifter ) but our gloſs 
to which we pay ſuch Reverencez and when on 
that account we ſever our ſelves from thole to 
whom the Commands of God, the Bloud of our 
Saviour have molt cloſely anited and cementedus; 
we can yet make a ſhift to think that there is{o 
much of Sacred in this, as ſhall not only render it 
highly rewardable, but alſo hallow all other pro- 
fanations of our lives; and 1n our Jehu-march up- 
on ſuch an expedition, can turn all regrets of 
confctence ( like Joramys mellengers } behind us. 
That this 1s ſo, none can doubt who obſerve with 
what boldneis men ruſh upon the moſt anchyiſtiar 
ſins, 1n purſuit of what they phancy a Chriſtiar 
canſe.Were it not for this amulet,how were it pol- | 
ſible for any to think they may venture upon Per- 
jury, Sacriledge, Murder, Regicide, any-thing 
without impeachment to their Sairtſhip 5 nay, to 
think that the only danger lies on the other (ide, 

| in 


the atmoſt ſpeed, 1s to do the work of the Lord neg- 
figently. Yet that this has been a prevailing 
Perſwaſion, we have had too many, and too fad 
inſtances 3 and God grant we may not find them 
ſo repeated, that our ſerſe may ſuperſede the uſe 
+ of our memories concerning them 3.nor has this 
been peculiar to one only Set; but thoſe who are 
otherwiſe at the wideſt diſtance unite in this 
Principles They are not only Pharnaticks that 
can ſay grace over the fouleſt crz»zes, and conſe- 
crate themto the uſe of a good cauſe 5 if we exa- 
mine the Dypticks either of Conclave or Cpnſiſto- 
ry, we ſhall find ſome Saints upon that account, 
who could never have been ſo upon any other. 
And when we conſider how often Heaven has been 
mortgaged to gain Auxiliaries from Hel, how 
men have been encouraged to the moſt Jamming 
fins, by promiſes of being certainly ſaved; we muſt 
either think that a Holy cauſeis ommipotent enough 
to reverſe Gods dectees, to ſave whom he would 
damn, or elſe that this pretence is one of the moſt 
ruinous deceits, the moſt fatal Treachery to 
ſouls that ever Sata contriv'd 3; who though he 
do in all inſtances play the Mountebank , yet ſure 
never more thanwhen on confidence of this Anti- 
dote he perſwades us thus to ſwallow down his 
deadlieſt Poy ſon. | 
I MUST not here*attempt to enumerate all 
the wrchriſtian praGices, that have on this ſcore 
been made, not only /awfu! but meritorious ; yet 
there is one of ſo frequent uſe, that I muſt needs 
advert 
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advert unto it, and that is, thoſe calummnier and 
alſhoods,which are now become a piece of Eccle- 
ftaftick, as well as iFate policy, and a great part of 
that offenfive armour wherewith our controver- 
tiſts aſſault one another. Indeed if we confider 
how many forges are daily going for theſe Exgins, 
ye ſhall have reaſon to think, all Parties have an 
high eſteem'of their »/efulnefſ. Of theſe Calum- 
nies there are too many ſorts and degrees to be 
here particulariz'd : And indeed chat per- 
mit themſelves touſe any,can be ſuppos'd to have 
no other boundaries than the advantage of their 
cauſe : And accordingly as that ſeems to exact, 
they lay their Scene 3 ſometimes they traduce the 
perſons of their oppoſers, and by raiſing prejudi- 
ces againſt them, hope ſome of it will retle& up- 
on their doctrine : did men generally know how 
to diſtinguiſh between reports and certainties, this 
Sfratagem would be as unskilful as it is uningeniom? 
But conſidering the vulgar temper.,it's not unapt- 


Ty ſuitedtoir. This it ſeeths was anciently un- 


derſtood, it being the old Greek advice, ©ap- 
peyT&s aTlEF a1 x; Sexver Tai; Iiaborat, ors xay Ie* 
exTevon To #AxOs 0 SeIwryppy.O-, 1 van phe © ren 
Cont. To calammiate Stoutly, for that how perfedtly 


ſoever the wound of reproach be heal 'd, there will re- 


main a ſtar; and though we wipe away with never ſo 
much care the dirt throws at us,there will be left ſome 


fullzage behind : And accordingly this was the 


Expedient the Pagers us'd againſt the Primitive 
Chriſtiazs, to put them thusin the skins of beafts; - 
ad fhapes of monſters, and then worry them to 
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death. And this is the method ſtill, though 
heightned and improved ; and our Religion has 
ſuffered infinitely more ſince we us'd it againſt 
each other, than when they manag{'dit again(t the 
whole Community. But belides this defamation of 
Perſons, another branch of this black Art is the 
elepraving of Writings, both in the ſenſe and very 
letter, and direct words ; forthe former of theſe, 
whoſoever obſerves the ſtrange perverſions, and 
affected miſtakes of mens meanings viſible in ma- |} , 
ny of our Polemick diſcourſes, will ſure reſolve þ 
that a mans z-tertions, as well as his words andfii {, 
aQJious may be calumniated : Nor does the letter fſ ;, 
{cape better,every period which threatens danger | ;- 
to the cauſe muſt be mutilated and diſmembred, | ,., 
and as Sampſon was by the Philiſtznes,loſeits Hair | (4 


and Eyes, and then be made ſport for the whole 4, 
party. AndT fear there are too few.,who do n fu 
in this caſe take the Jewiſh reparation, for | 51 


an Eye, &c. retaliate tothe adverſary the foul  ,f 
play they receive. But ſome advance yet higher, I yy] 
and think it not enough to make an Argument or |; 
Teſtimony uſeleſs to the Enemy, unleſs they | ga 
draw it over to themſelves, make it betray the [ide ce 

* It wasto 224irtain,and as a Conqueror uſes to re-| fa 
ſtore Arms to ſuch of the adverſe party, as will | m; 
turn to his, fo after they have by ſatisfactions ſe-| yi; 
cured themſelves of its aid, it ſhall then be made pu 
as potent as is poffible, and with ſuch kind of e-[tyr 
regado troops as theſe, ſome cauſes have been much | yp, 
ſupported. Yet were this vie/ation offer'd only |'T; 
to the writings of living men, who might vindi-[him 
| cate 
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cate it, 'twere not ſotranſcendently zgzoble, but 
it moſt frequently falls upon thoſe, who have 
made their beds in the duſt z who have chang'd 
their own Forz, and cannot ſecure their Fritings 
from the fame fate : Nay, 'tis yet more wer a 
ly thoſe, whom we have all reaſon to ſuppoſe, and 
molt of us profels to believe, glorified Saints 5 
and this ſuperadds a daring preſumption to all 
other circumſtances of the guilt, and heightens 
an injuſtice into Sacriledge. It has always been 
held the moſt deteſtable fort of forgery to coun- 
terfeit Teſtzments, though the Teftator were 0 

never ſo low a quality, or his bequeſts of never ſo 
mean a value : Andſhall it now pals for a piece of 
commendable dexterity, an art of manage to falſifie 
thoſe writings by which the Fathers of the Church 


| deſign'd to entail truth and piety, not rife and 


faFion upon her? We know, Necromancy has 
juſtly been reputed one of the moſt horrid forms 
of Sorcery, becauſe it enforced dead men to ſpeak 
what the /iving were inquiſitive to hear. I lcave 
itto be conlider'd what this wants of that, be- 
lides the dreadful ceremonzes of the Incantation 3 
certainly 'tis a guilt which nothing but our roo 
familiar acquaintance with it could make unfor- 
midable. And mmdeed this whole method of (er- 
ving a cauſe by ſuch {ariſter means 1810 utterly re- 
pugnant to the Principles even of ingenuous na- 
tare, that we can ſcarce calt a greater ſcandal 
upon an Opinion, thanto ſhew itneeds ſuch Aids. 
'Tis by Hiſtorians branded as an execrable fatt in 
him, who to ſecure himlelf from a rerghbour 
U 2 Prince, 
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Prince, call d the Turk into Chriſtendom : But 
ſure thoſe who'to fortifie their fide have brought 
inthis Artifice'of ealumniating and falſiſying,have 
done an Atno leſs iz-piows 3 the conſtitution of 
Chriſtianity agreeing tull as well with the Alco- 
ran as with theſe Pie frandes 3 as ſome of them 
who perhaps mean the fraud more than the Pzety 
are pleas'd to call them. Nay indeed,they accord 
not much better with Phzloſophy than Divinity, 
every man knows the nature of contraries is to 
combate and expel, not to cheriſh and fupport 
one another. How abſurd is 1t then for thoſe, 
who ſay they defign to advance truth, to make | » 
fal/hood their Inſtrument. Twiſh they would ex- | g: 
periment to accommodate their ſecular concerns | g; 
at the ſame rate, Tet them coo/ them 1n the Fire, | v 
warn them in the Froſt, and feed themſelves by || tl 
perpetual Faſting, and when they find cauſe to | m 
commend the efficacy of that Method, they may || {t 
with fairer pretence in this higher inſtance recon- | t: 
cile the feuds of Reaſon and of Nature.and make | tt 
a lyethe Evidence of Tr«th. Inthe interim, it may | © 
well paſs for Sophiſtry as well as ſir-3 and doubtleſs | th 
whatever advantages are hopd for to private | p1 
Seas and Parties by this art,Chriſtian Religionin | H 
general is hugely prejudiced by it: For when met | - ot 
ſhall compare the veracity of Heathens with our I it 
: falſhoods3 learn from Hiſtorians, that among the | O 
Perſians, aigico to beudeSar veropura, 0 lye wat | be 
deem'd_a fault of the greateſt turpitude, and they | 7: 
therefore laid an ill Charafter upon perſons in| fri 
debt, 071 &rayx1 Toy 0@4AovTa X}) To LES Myer, 
| becauſe 
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becauſe he that is ſo muſt needs tell lyes : And when 
they ſhall ſee in the Laws of Cingis a barbarous 
Tartar, Lying made a capital crime, and yet 
among Chriſtian Caſuiſts made a holy artifice,they 
will be tempted to think our exd as fictitious as 
our way 3 and that our Religion has little counte- 
nance from #ryth, which is thus fain to make Jes 
its Refuge. Thus unhappily do theſe Arrows 
revert, not only on thoſe who ſhoot them, but in 
the face of Chriſtzanity itſelf, which is defam'd, 
and traduced by thoſe farders, we aim at our 
private adverſaries. ; 

BU T beſides this dire@,there are other more 
oblique Ways of making vice ſubſervient to Reli- 
gion, or ta ipeak more properly,of making Rel;- 
gion (ubſervient to vice 3 for ſome Zealots of fe- 
veral parties, who more regard the numerouſneſs 
than pxrity of their Profeſlors, diſcerning how 
much the ſenſual part of mankind ſtartles at the 
ſtrictneſs of Golpel-precepts, are induſtriqus ta 
take off that diſcouragement, not by convincing 


them of the real divine ſweernzſs and pleaſantneis 


of them, but by debaſing and accommodating 
them more tothe carnal appetite: Yet here men 
proceed not all alike, ſome uſe Chriſts yoke, as 
Hananiah did that of Jeremy, break it quite off 3 


- others only eſlay to flacken and alleviate it, that 


It may not pinch the Juſts of /berting Proſelytes : 
Of the firſt ſort are ſuch, as having made the ad- 
herenceto their Party the infallible mark of $4x- 
Fification, and that Sanctification of FleFjor, do 
from thence proclaim to all who are ſo qualified. 

| u 3 3 1 


a general Jubile and manumiſſion from the bond 
even of Ghriſt'sas well as Moſes's Law : or if ſome 
of them allow it toremain an impotent direQor, 
yet while they affirm that God ſees no fin in his 
EleF, or if he do, beholds them as a Father does 


the harmleſs falls of his Child, rather with ſmiles 


than avger, they make the violations of it fo ſafe, 
that they are too ſure to be many, and between 
abrogating and thus enervating a law, the diffe- 
rence 18 merely verbal, 

O F the ſecond ſort are fome, who by indul- 
gent and partial gloſles, ſeek to mollifie the ſeve- 
rity of Chriſts commands. That contrive for 
their Clients not the xzeans of Obeying, but the 
arts of Eſcaping them. Like the anjuſt Steward, 
teach their Lords Debtors to write fifty in ead of 
z Hundred ; and decide Caſes of conſcience more 
according to the intereſts and pa/ſrons of men, than 
the wil/ of Chriſt. There are a generation of 
men of whole Dexterity in this faculty the world 
| has taken ſo much notice, that I need not name 
them, a ſort of eaſte Caſuiſts who ſeem to have 
crefted a Court of Equity. to relieve men againſt 
the rigour of divine Law; and there is little 
doubt but they ſhall find enough ready to make 
ſuch appeals : Men love to be Chriſtians as Cheap 
as they can, and therefore w:il cloſe with that 
party, which offers the ealteſt terms : And then 
while theſe ſpiritual Pzoreers do thus enlarge the 
narrow way, make ita road as well forthe Beaft 
as the Man, the brutiſh ſenſual, as 'well as rational 
 #vine Part of us, no wonder though Sholes of 
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Converts throng in to them. But 'tis to be con- 
fider'd that all this while this is winning Proſe- 
lytes to themſclves,not to God 3 the gaining them 
to a Sed, not a Religzor 3 at leaſt not to that pure 
religion,and undefiled, which the grand Author of 
our Faith has both exemplified, and propos'd to 
us 3 for how much that ſuffers by this way of proxy 
pugning private opinions, is more than enough 
apparent. Yet ſo ambitious are our prime lea- 
ders of ſuch Trophies, that in order to them ſome 
are ſaid to aſcend yet a ſtep higher, and beſides 
this general encouragement they give to mens 
luſts by raking off Reſtraints, do in ſome cales 
actually promote and excite them. For when 
they ſee a licentious perſon whoſe acqueſt they 
judge bencficial to their cauſe, they have artifices 
of fomenting his riots, do not only take off the 
bridle, but uſe the ſpur alfo, hoping that at the 
rebound it may conduce totheir Ed. If any. 
think it impoſſible it ſhould do io, let them 
conlider that among our various Opimons ſome 
there are which ſell Heaven much cheaper than 
others dare, that allow ſuch eaſte attomements as 
the maſt habitual ſinner need not deſpair of : 
and then the moſt infallible means to aſcertain 
ſuch to that fide,is to makethem toobadfor any 
other. For when a man is reſolute to keep his 


ſexs while he lives, and yet nowilling to relin- 


quiſh all kepes when he dies, 'tis more than pra- 
bable he will embrace that profeſlion which bids 
faireſt to the reconciling thoſe fo diſtant 1nte- 
reſts3 andthereforc the greater malefaFor he is, 
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the more ſure he will be to fly to the horns of this 
Altar 3 the nearer ſinking, the apter to catch at 
, theſe reeds; ſo that the Projef is not zmpolitick, 
though God knows ſo impiows, that 'tis much fit- 
ter for the School of Machiavil than of Chriſt 3 
and ſeems to verifie that imputation as to a part 
of Chriſtians, which J«l/zaz once as fallly as ma- 
liciouſly affixt upon the whole: that their 
Church was an Aſylum and ſanduary for the moſt 
flagitious offenders, and protefed thoſe guilts to 
which no other religion allowed any Expiation. 'Tis 
indeed {o horrid that I cannot think there are 
many corſciences ſo cauteriz'd by this fiery zeal 
astoadmit it, yet that ſome have done it, there 
1s too much certainty, and therefore 'tis no im- 
proper inſtance in our preſent argument; for if 
mens eagerneſs to ſupport their ſeveral ſides, can 
tranſport them to ſuch attempts as theſe, tis 
abundant Evidence how much Chriſtianity loſes 
by theſe conteſts of under-factions, which while 
they pretend to gxard,do indeed invade ber under 
her own Colours. 

BAI T beſides the faults men commit with 
this immediate avowed afþe upon their religion, 
there are others which flily ſhroud themſelves 
under the s4zrt of its zzantle:-T mean thoſe Sirs 
of comnion life, which though they pretend not 
toadvance the cauſe, yet when aQted by a Zealot 
are thought to be overwhelm'd by his heroick 
Piety. Indeed men who make themſelves ſo much 
work about others faith, are ſeldom at leiſure to 
regulate their own praFice, and ſo have no way 
| Q 
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of ſtating their accounts with Gad, but by ba- 


lancing the exceff of the one againſt the defeFs - * 


of the other: How ſuch reckonings will paſs 
the grand Audit, 'tis I think not hard to divine3 
but in the interim, it keeps them very cheerful 
and ſecure, teaches them a Receipt to retain all 
their $375,and yet loſe none of their-confidence 5 fo 
that when they have immerſt themſelves in all 
filthineſs both of Fleſh and Spirit, they can truſt 
their zeal to refine them from all that Droſs. 
Nor does it only thus reconcile them to their own 
vices, but to other mens alſo,whoſe moſt brutiſh 
ſenſualities they can look on with perfect pati- 
ence, nay even Atheiſm itlclt can have fair 
Duarter : They are not much diſcompoſed to ſee 
men have no religion, 't1s'only the having one dif- 


ferent from their own that awakes their indigna- 


tion then like Sau! when ſeiz'd on by the evil 
ſpirit, they caſt about their Javelins, think no ri- 
gor too great on ſuch a provocation 5 Ffet- even 
here they have intervals, and the very ſame per- 
ſons who are thus at odds upon a religious, can 
unite upon a vitzozs account. Thoſe who mutu- 
ally denounce damnation tocach other, can with 
full accord combine 1g thole pradices which will 
aſcertain it to them both,as if they fo much fear'd 
to have their prediFions defeated, that they 
would be each others covoy to the land of dark- 
neſs. Thoſe that will by no means meet at the 
Church, know not when to part at the Tavern, 
and though they will not joyntly partake of the 
Cup of the Lord, are yet very ſociable at the Cup 


of 
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Devils 3 I mean thoſe exceſſive debauches, 
which are a moſt acceptable drink offering to 
thoſe infernal ſpirits. Have we not ſcen many 
whoſe diſtant opinions have faſtned upon one 
another the brand of Antichriſtianiſmr, who have 
yet like Gog and Magog joynd againſt the holy 
City? And thoſe who could never agree on the 
way of ſetting up Chriſts Throne have yet been 
very unanimous1n pulling down the Kizgs. Thus 
alas, do we juſtle one another out of the arrow 
path that leads to life, but can hand in hand run 
our Carier in the broad way of deſtruction. 
And doubtlefs this great unevennels, thele ſpiri- 
\ rual feuds, and carnal endearments between the 
ſame perſons; this i-zpetuows zeal, and as impe. 
tuows liſts in the ſame breaſts could never be, did 
not men depend fo confidently on the oe, as to 
think 1t will commute, and latisfie for the other. 
But alas, how groundleſs a Preſumptian this is, 
the whole tenor of the Goſpel does abundantly 
witneſs. In all that grand Charter where 1s there 
the Icaſt clauſe importing ſych an 5»-munity ? I 
am ſure there are multitudes that aſſert the con- 
rary. Indeed the whole frame of the Evangeli- 
cal covenant is totally againſt it : That requiring 
an entire uniform Sandtity, and allowing no 
other previledge to the ſens of the moſt knowing 
Profetlors, but a preheminence in puniſhment, the 
being beaten with many ſtripes. And when 'tis con- 
ſider'd-that the erd of all religion is but the draw- 
ing us toa conformity with God, the imprefling 
on-us ſome Character of his cternal goodneſs and 
Y holineſs, 
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holineſs, twill be as abſurd as impious to be» 
lieve that our zea/toany Religion can abſolyeus 
from that purity which 15 the end and deſign of 
all. And while this is the way men take to ap- 
prove their piety, tis no marvel to find fo zzary 
Chriſtians, and fo 7iizle Chriſtianity in the 
world : for that isnot to be eſtimated by the nuze- 
ber of its profeſſors, but by their obedzence to its 
Rules, and he that gives up his ame to it and 
not his heart, will receive as little advantage by 
It, as he brings honourto it, and how Intle that . 
15 in reſpect of its internal Eflicacy, is I preſume 


competently evidenced. 


BU IT that we may more throughly diſcern 
how univerſally deſtructive our wranglings are 
to it, in all its concerns, let us a little examine 
whether they do not endammage it even 1n re- 
ſpect of outward profeſſror allo. This may ſeem 
a ſtrange Query to thofe who think their diſputes 
about Religion are to denominate them the 
great confeſſors of the Age : yet certainly there 
is but too much ground not only for the enquiry, 
but to refolve it in the affirmative. And if it 
prove ſo, 'twill infer but fadly to thoſe who ha- 
ving laid the whole ſtreſs of their Hopes upon 
their zeal to advance their Faith,will be found to 
have pal/'d down more than they have built up. 
Now Chriftianity may 1n reſpet&t of profeflion 
decay two ways, cither in its hopes, or 1n its poſ< 


; ſeſſion, the one in relation to Aliens, the other to 


Diſciples. The firſt by hindring the acceſs of 
mew'Convetts, the ſecond by ſtaggeringor ahena- 


PR CC... 
r Eres 


I 9 
x" > 
a. — we " 
£ 


NE CR NO OT I IEEE 


1+ (RS EB nies Af "tote GG DEED AT WA aA READ. Ht Mtn lar 41 get EY 5 IA He Ae es 
—- a oy Le 'S- OE 94.20 whe * + dv "he tec 
n - _ TP OO 
"4 . 
. 
F 


” = 
" > n+ 6 34 4. cect P , 
WA; Ce ns < NS, 7 
» Y r# 25 


E- . 304 « Miſchiefs ariſing from Diſputes, Chap.rr. 


ting the old, and both theſe ways ſhe viſtbly ap- 
pears to ſuffer by our diviſions. And firſt if we 
conſult but our experience, if we truſt but our 
own obſervations, we cannot but confeſs that the 
Goſpel has long been at a great ſtand : That 
that Sur which at its firſt ariſing was like Da- 
vid's, Pſal.19. ſurrounded the world ina vigorous 
efficacious motion, is ſince becomelike Joſhuab's, 
oſh.10.12. arreſted in its courts : nay like He- 
zekiah's, gane backward, 1/4.38.0. Mahumetiſn: 
(if not Paganiſm ) having long caken up its ſeat 
:n divers of the molt flouriſhing Apoſtolick plan- 
tations. Aſad change, that from the daily and nu- 
merous acccilion of the firſt times, it ſhould now 
become a kind of Prodigie,a piece of zews, ſcarce 
heard in an Age,that one fingle Proſelyte is gain'd 
to the Church 3 yet that thas it 1s, 15 too obvious 
to be denied. Andtruly it 15 not much leſs ap- 
parent that our difſentions have in a great degree 
contributed to it. For firſt, as to the extirpation 
of the Eaſtern Churches, he that ſhall examine 
the records of thoſe times,will have caule to ſay, 
their Janglings and Diviſions were not only in a 
moral or divine, but even in a proper natural ſenſe, 
the Inſtruments of it. The Txrk only coming 1n 
at thoſe breaches which themſelves had made,nor 
had their Candleſtick probably been removed,had 
they not firſt abus'd its light, to the ſetting them- 
ſelves in Combuſtion. T hat the ſame cauſe has not 
yethad the ſame effe# among us, is owing not to 
its #aptneſs to produce it, but to the admirable 
patience and zercy of God, who yet hg 
tnat 
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that fatal Judgment, which we do our parts to 
pull upon our ſelves3 our mutual violences 
againſt one another herein unhappily combining 
and making one united force againſt us all. But 
though the divine goodreſihath hithertoſo coun- 
termined our treachery to our ſelves, as not to 
ſuffer us to enjoy that ſtate of darkneſs we have 
ſo courted, yet certainly our cortertions are Ex- 
tremely accelſary to the continuing it upon 
others, our many zew and wardring lights, howe- 
ver they fail of having that Property of the Pillar 
of fire, Exod. 14. of 1]|uminating and conducting 
the 1/raelites, yet too much anſwer its other, 1n 
becoming cloud and darkneſf tothe Zgyptians 3 
there being ſcarce any thing more apt to inter- 
cept the beams of the Sun of righteouſneſs from 
the Heathen world,every of thoſe /zttle excloſures 
uor Factions have made in the Church,becoming 
a great partition-wall to keep others out of it. This 
may be made evident in ſeveral reſpedts. As firſt, 
in relation to thoſe many moral obliquities 18 
which our eager diſputes do ( as hath already 
been ſhewed ) betray us, which cannot but give 
ſo much ſcandal to any conlidering man, that we 
can ſcarce hope any can turn tous asto a betrer- 
Religion, but will rather think it the way to re- 
tinquiſh all 3 to obliterate thoſe native impreſſrons 
of Piety and Honeſty they brought with them in- 
to the world, ſothat if we expett any Proſelytes, 


it muſt be only ſuch as would live worſe than ' 


mere zatare allows them. 


BUT 
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BUT this though as important -a confidera- 
tion as can well be, Tſhall not here inſiſt on, ha- 
ving in the ſecond Seftion given ſome inſtances 
how apt oureMorality is to defame our Divinity, 
and confirm men in Oppolitiontoit. But though 
this: be a great, yet tis not the ozly means by 
which our Diſlentions hinder the progreſs of the 
Goſpel, forthey do not only make 7zxfidels leſs 
inchnable to receive it, but + to propagate it. 
Thoſe'doſo bulie and engrols us, that there is 
neither leiſure nor heart left for this. Our 
atjveſt ſpiritsare ſo engag'd at home in afſerting 
their private quarrels, that all ſuch foreign de- 
fiensare forgot. For as ihCivil, ſoin Eccleſpaſti- 
cal concerns, every one 1s more Induſtrious to 
advance his peculiar intereſt than that ofthe com- 
munity, accordingly we find innumerable pro- 
mulgers of every new Opinion. No Se@ wants 
its Apoſtles to propagate and ditiuſe it 5 but where 
are there any that have the like care for themain 
Root of Chriſtian Religion, which they have for 
theſe little Tigs and Off-/ets which they have 
planted in their. own Gardensz how many ages 
muſt we look back to find a manthat has made it 
his buſineſs to convert 1nfidels to the Faith. *Tis 
true indeed there are ſome very magnificent re- 
lations of wodern attempts this way, of great in- 
duſtry ſome have us'd to bring the moſt ſavage 
nations to the obedience of Chriſt : but if we exa- 
mine, 'twill be obvious, the main deſign was to 
ſubje& them to themſelves, 'Twas not ſo much 
their Heatheniſa as their territories they invaded, 

| ani 
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and ſuch 4poſiles as theſe are ill qualified to make 
S. Paul's protefiion, 2 Cor.12.16. I ſeek wot yours 
but you. And the ſucceſs of ſuch Eſſays have 
been anſwerable tothe motive 35 they have won 
riches but not Souls. The Goſpetin one hand and 
a ſword in the other has made many faves, but I 
fear few Chriftians. Indeed, what encourage- 
ment had thole poor creatures to receive a Re- 
ligion from their Oppreſlors ? why ſhould they 
think that thoſe who tortured and kill'd their þe- 
dies, were really concern'd to fave their Souls 2 
or that thoſe who would not permnt them toen- 
joy what was their own, meant to. help them to 
any thing better? And while thefel;cties of ano- 
ther world were recommended to them only by 
ſach,as had deprived them of all int4x,we cannot 
wonder at their little appetite to embrace them 3 
or to find the oppreſt 1nd7a7s proteſt againſt that 
heaven where the Sparzards are to be their coha- 
bitants. Tn ſhort, this is ſure ſuch.a method of - 
Evangelizing, as too widely difiers from that 
which firſt planted the..Church, . to, be likely to 
advance its growth : ſo that notwithſtanding all 
| pretences of this kind, we may reſume our aſ- 
ſertion, and conclude that our irteſtzre diſcords 
(perhaps not thoſe alone }) have diverted the:-Zeel 
_of this more Chriſtian undertaking, and Neſt. a 
great part of the world .under that invincible [g- 
norance S. Part mentions, Rom. 10. 14. How 
ſhall they call on him,in whom they have not believsd, 
and how ſhall they believe in him,of whom they haws 
mot heard; and how ſhall they hear without 4 


preacher ? 


. preacher ? and'God knows whether we havenot 
wen provided better for their Excuſe than our 
Own. | 

THERE is yet another way by which our 
diviſions impede their converſion, and that is by 
giving them prejadice to that Doctrine about 
which our ſelves cannot agree. *'Tis anuniverſal 
Maxim that truth is always conſonant to itſelf 5 and 
therefore where they fee lo little writy they 
have too much Y#exzptation to doubt of Truth. 
He that wandring ſhould meet a Company that 
offer to conduCt him to his journeys end, might 
reaſonably incline to deliver himſelf up to their 
guidance 5 but if he find them unagreed upon the 
way, one Diſputing for this,and another for that, 
and every one proteſting againſt all but his own 3 
he would ſure retra&t his confidence, and think 
they offer'd him only more variety of miſtakes, 
reſolve it as ſafe to truſt himſelf to his own Errors 
as other mens. And this alas, ſeems to be too 
exact a patallel of the preſent caſe 3 we Chriſti- 
ans do ſo mutually damn one another, that a 
poor Twrk, or Heather will think, he rather »multi- 
plies than ends his Danger by aſſociating him- 
ſelf with us; for there being .ſo many parties, 
whichſoever he joyns himſelf to, there will be 
abundant odds againſt him 3 ſo that if he could be 
ſecur'd the truth were among us, yet the great 
difficulty of finding it out, would be a very dit- 
heartening conſideration. Beſides mer love in 
franſaFions of great Importance to have as many 


and as credible Fouchers as may be, and upon 
| that 
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that ſcore 'twill-fure be but a coldinducementto 
any to turn CO foteſce, that when he has 
done fo, he ſhall be di/own'd by far the greater 
r part of that number, and that at'his entrance in- 
y | to the'Church, he ſhall be met with almoſt as ma- 
t | ny Azathemas, as when he was an T»fidel. Nay, 
1 | -I ſcarce know whether I may call it:an entrance 
d | into the Church; of rather intora Corventicle, of 
y | particular Congregation, our: Schilms and. Se- 
1. | patations having 'hatdly lefe- a poſlibility- of 
t | exterval communion with the uaiverſal Church, 
t | ſince the communicating with one. patt - of -it, 
r {| does 'infallibly Excommunicate from. another: 
e f Thus have we placed our flaming Sword (though 
', | God knowsnoCherxbim)at'the'gate of our Para=- 
5 | dife, arid when' God calls alllmen to the waters 
k | of Hife,onr Contentions have made them like thoſe 
5, | of Marahb, (o bitter and unpleaſarit, as deters and 
's || averts men from them : Which as it is it jn the 
o || higheſt degree injurious to then, fo is it- coatu- 
- | melious to him, whole invitations are by this 
a {| means fruſtrated; 'tis in ſome degree the evacua- 
- | ting one of the ' main pzrpoſes of Chrilts'coming 
- | into the World, which was to ca#/ men out of 
S, | darkneff into his marvellows light, and as He was 
e Þf thus ſent by his Father, fo alſo were the Apoſiles 
e | ſolemnly commiſſignated by bim to preach.to 
it |} the Gentile world, who with indefatigable. 1n- 
{- | duſtry and reſolute ſufferings purſued the charge 5 
n | and ſure this is competent evidence, that. the 
deſign was of the greateſt and moſt vreighty 
importance, and ſuch a can never be out-dated, 
ti 
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till there ceaſeto be objects of it, unbelievers to 
conven - Andby thatlet us meaſure the guilt of 
obſtrufting it, 'which if we would impartially do, 
I affure my ſelf the moſt paſſzonate Bigot WF _ 
Party muſt confeſs, that it infinitely out-weighs 
all the Piety his doQrine can pretend to, that his 
peexlizy Church gainsnot ſo much as the Catholick 
loſes : And that how confidently ſoever he hath 
. Canoniz'd his quarrels, they are indeed but the 
worſt ſort of Heathens, and ſerveto keep out the 
better. Yet belides themiſchief they doin rela- 


Or OR 


tion to thoſe that are without, they are extreme- | | 
ly pernicious to thoſe that are withiz, and that } 
not only to ſome ove SeF, but like an axiverſal || * 
poyſon, that is equally deadly to the moſt contra- p 
ry complections, they operate on the moſt di- F 
ftant ranks of Profeflors,the #erder and the obdu- 
rate, the ſcrupulow and the profave. And firſt for f 
the tender tremulous Chriſtian, 'tis eafte to dif- = 
cern how much he muſt be diſtrated and amaz'd b, 
by them 3 for while he hears each Sect thunder f h 
out Damnation againſt each other, he cannot but > 
be ſtartled at the danger of adhering to the wrong, || © 


and though that may a-while excite his diligence 
to difcover the ri2ht, yet when he comes to that = 
inquifition, he will meet with ſo many Polemick | © 
intricacies to entangle him, that after many 
turns, firſt to one fide, and:then to another, he Ga 
will be apt tothink the only clxe to extricate him 0 
out of this labyrinth of many Religions, 3s to aban* 
don aÞ. Nor is this-were fpeculation and Conje- 


Gyre, God knows we have had ſucceflively up 
through]? * 
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through the whole round of Error too many pre- 
Gick experiments of it. 
have been, whoſe Zeal to find out truth by an 
unhappy rule of Felſe, direfted them to allow of 
every Error : While like ſick mee,who deſire to die 
good-cheap, they put themſelves into the hands 
of any Empirick, follow each bold pretender, 
that has the impudence to talk of Truth, till Su- 
perſtition ends in Profanation, Godlinefs proves 
Atheiſm, and by baving been of many Sed, atlaſt 


| have #0 Religion. And ſurely this 1s a moſt un- 


happy effet of our diſcords, thus to be i7xm- 
bling-blocks.in our brothers way,and when we re- 
member the woes pronounc'd againſt thoſe that 
ſhall Scandalize any of the little ones, "twill be 
ſtrange how men can think to approve their Chr;- 
ftianity, by the ruine of their Brothers, or ſecure 
themſelves of Heaver by keeping Others thence - 
For though Chrilt tells his Diſciples there ſhould 
be ſome that ſhould think it a ſervice to God to kal/ 
their Bodies, yet to phancy the deſtroying of ſouls 
ſo too, is a Deception of which we have neither 
record nor prediFion in Holy Writ, and is a ſu- 
perfztation of the ſpirit of deluſion, peculiat to 
thoſe who have placed their own ſanctity in theſe 
religious wranglings,which ſerve to deſtroy it in 
other men, And as they thus ſerve on the one 


fideto ſhipwrack the faithof theſe weak unſtable 
Souls; ſodo they on the other advance the i-rpie- 
ty of thedaring ſinner 3 for as they are Temptas« 
tion. to the oze, ſoare they Pretence and Excuſe 
to the other to bid defiance to all Religion. He 
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whoſe diſſolute affeFions have fo long beencour- 
ting his n2derſtanding to turn Atheiſt, will ſure 
not loſe the advantage cf ſo plauſible an Argu- 
ment as our divifions afford him 5 and fince his 
lyſis engage himin an irreconcilable War againſt 
the praGick part of Piety,he will moſt gladly em- 
brace this occaſion of quarrel againſt the Theory 
alſo: So making himſelf entire, and extinguiſh- 
ing thoſe uneaſie regrets and miſgivings ariſing 
from the repugnancy of his /ife to his belief. It 
were not hafd to give a comperdinm of theſe mens 
Logick, and draw ont thoſe Schemes of Diſcourle, 
by which from our differences in Religion they 
infer the diſcarding of all. But I fear theſe are 
already too well known,and where they are nor, 
. I ſhould be loth to be any mans Inſtructor. This 
-1s I am ſure too palpable, that how faVaciows ſoe- 
ver theſe Reaſonings are, they have been very 
operative, as appears by the number of thoſe 
avowed Atheiſts among us, who placing them- 
- ſelves iz: the ſeat of the ſcorner, give themſelves x: 
much pleaſing Divertiſement by deriding our ea- h 
ger ſcufjles about that which they think nothing. | 95 
If any man thinks that the: Chxrch is no loſer by Þ » 
the defection of ſuch Libertines, I muſt be allowed | 
to diflent from him : For firſt,there are examples if 
of the moſt vicious Perſons,that have been redu-f| þ 
ced, and while they retain their Chriſtian belzef, | by 
thatlays ſuch undeniable obligations to good /ife, | « 
that whenever they reſume their r7eaſoz, they ww 
- muſt take up vertzre alſo with it 3 ſo that there is] 7g 
an equal poſbbility of their being good, that there] _ 

is 
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is of their being ration4l : But when all hope and 


fear of a future eſtate is diſclaim'd, when thoſe 
cords are broken which ſhould pull themup from 
the Dungeon, then, and not before is their ſtate 
viſibly deſperate. _ But beſides this poſſibility of 
recovering there, the danger of loſing others is to be 
conlidered. Bold Atheiſm is like a raging Peſti- 
lence, which taints the very 43r, ſothat thoſe 1m- 
pious diſcourſings which are the effeZs of ſome 
mens Vices, may be the caſe of others 3 and we 
too often ſee that thoſe who aſcended themſelves 
by degrees,do in an inſtant advance their Proſelytes 
to the height of Irreligion, as appears by the 
ſtrange proficiency of ſome, whoſe Years allow 
them not to have arrived to. it otherwiſe chan per 
Saltum. And ſure this fpreading Contagion bas 
been ſo deſtructive to the Church, that it were 
to be wiſht, the mere titular Chriſtians had jra- 
ther remain'd ſuch, than thus to have averted 
others from being ſo much. - = | 
AND now it all theſe ſcandals be worth our 
regret, if the emboldening and exaſperating the 
had, the corrupting the ixmocent, and the decay . 
of Chriſtian profeſſzor conſequent to both, be for- 
midable Evils,we know where to charge the guilt. 
Qur contentions muſt þe arraign'd as acceſſaries 
if not prizcipals in the caſe ; And thenſureit will 
befit our angry Zealots to conſider, whether this 


| be the way of advancing Gods truth, or what ac- 


count they will give tothe Lord of the Vineyard,who 
while they pretend to dreſs and prune the breny 
ches, do thus debilitate-and deſtray the roots, 
Tt | X 3 | Nay, 


F 


Nay, indeed in this they are treacherous even to 
their own pretenſions, for all thoſe ſeveral reli- 
' gions which they fo tenderly cheriſh, have no 
proper root of their own, but like Excreſcencies, 
ſpring out of the wazz fFock of Chriſtianity, live 
by its juice and moiſture, and conſequently, 
can never hope to ſurvive it. And then certainly 
there can be nothing more ridiculous, than to 
expreſs their kindneſs to the oze, by ways that 
are ſo ruinous to the other. *Tis asif a Paſſenger 
in a ſhip ſhould to fortifie his private Cabzr, tear 
up the plazzks and expoſe the whole Veſſel to fink- 
ing : Yet thus prepoſterouſly do: many of our 
chief Pilots apply their care. In the mean time, 
it cannot but be a very delightful proſpe& to the 
grand Enemy of Souls, to ſee us thus buſily pro- 
mote his __— lay ſnares for our ſelves,and by 
' our own foly do that which all his ſubt;lties could 
never compaſs. Nor can we think but he will be 
as officiows g us as 1s poſiible, while we are thus 
employed, will help us to contrive our Txrrets, 
whileſt he ſees we pluck out ſtores from the foun- 
dation to build them with 5 nor ſhall we ever want 
zew models of Churches, ſo long as they thus help 
to deſtroy the old 3 and how aptly they are fitted 
for that Purpoſe, needs (I ſuppoſe) no farther 


Demoaſtration. | 


CHAP. 
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CHAP, XIL 


A Survey of the Miſchiefs ariſing ſrom Diſputes, in 
reference to Civil Pegce. 


N D now ſure we cannot but conclude 

our Contentions highly injurious toChr;- 

ſlianity, that thus adult it both in the 
Pra#ich and Theory : And indeed how fierce ſoc» 
ver our quarrels are with one another, the heavi- 
eſt blows are ſure to fall on that, which as in its 
conſtitution is of the moſt Pacifick temper imagi» 
nable, ſo it has the common fate of recancilers to 
ſuffer from all parties. But Godlinefi baving the 
promiſe aswell of this life as of that which is to come, 
it often happens that there is ſuch a conſent bes» 
ewegn our ſþiritxal and ſecular Concerns, thatthe 
Miſchiefs that oppreſs the one do refle& on the 
other : And indeedReligion when intire and unie 
ted, 15 one of the beſt bonds of Civil as well. as 
Eccleſlafti:/ Peace, ( aseven thoſeatteſt,who dey 
fying all other endF of it,do yet admit it a uſeful 
State-enginez) from whence *tis conſequent, 
that the diſiraFions and diviſions in that muſt have 
propertionably a contrary influence, and infe& 
conmunities with Diſcord, Tumule and Difar- 
ders. And this is an efſe&# with which I think aot 
uafie to britig up the yeer of the foregoing Mil- 
chicts, it being nat ſo _ Secular, as _— 
4 wut 
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' ſuit our preſent ſubjet; for outward order and 
w#ity can never be ſo innocently diſturb'd, but 
that Chriſtianity muſt be wounded in it alſo: And 
befides,it may perhaps obtain more conſideration 
than the former, as being of a nature wherein the 
generality of men will think themſelyes the moſt 
concern'd 3 for though there+ be many that can 
look on the ruine both of Chriſtian practice and 
profeſſion, with Ga/io's indifference, '4Fs 18. 
17- and care for none of thoſe things, yet-when 
the ſiege draws cloſer,when they:find themſelves 
begirt in their worldly intereſts, and that - the 
ſame Deluge that overwhelms Gherches,may bear 
down Palaces alſo, perhaps they may think the 
matter not ſo contemptible. And firſt, as to the 
truth of the obſervation, the World has too long 
 groaned under the Experiment to need farther 
proof. That bitterneff which firſt tainted the 
waters of the SenFuary, hath trom thence diffus'd 
ſelf into our commor ſtreams, and like the 
Aeyptiaz Plague, left none uncorrupted : For 
whether we look upon Families, Neighbour- 


hoods, Kingdoms, any the lezf?, or any the greet- | 


eſt Societies, we find the miſerable Trophies of 
our holy Wars, m FaCtions and Canfuſions 3 I 
wiſh I could not ſay Rapine and Bloud alſo. For 
the frſ# of theſe,the domeſtick Jars caus'd by dit- 
ferent Opinions, the Trſtances are numerous, or 
rather innumerable, which our owe age and ration 
afford us. How many Servants have on this 
fcore been at defiance with their Maſters? Chil- 
dren with their Paredts? Nay, Wives with. their 

| " Husbands? 
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Husbands ? Such an unhappy force is there in. 
miſtaken Zeal, that it diflolves the cloſeſt bonds, 
violates all obligetions natural or civil, while ug- 
der pretence of ſervice to God,like the Phariſees 
Corban, it evacuates all duty to man; and this 
has made ſuch ruptures and diviſions in Families, 
that that delightful profpe& the P/almiſt ſo much 
commends, that of Brethrers dwelling together in 
unity, Pſalm 133. is ſcare any where to be met 
with 3 but inſtead of that, ſuch rancor and bitter- 
neſs, treachery and malice, as if men either mi- 
ſtook Chriſts prediFion, Luke 12.52. for a pre- 
cept, or at leaſt were willing to advance his Pro- 
phetick, Office upon the ruine of his K;xgly, and 
to verifie his preſage by breaking his command. 
And as the Oeconomical order and peace is thus 
diſturb'd, ſo if that miſſes quiet at home ſhould 
ſeek for it abroad, he will ſoon find himſelf diſap- 
pointed, and diſcern that as the ſocieties grow 
greater, ſodo the diſorders alſo, and that private 
Strifes do as much combine to make parties and 
faGions, as Families do to make Cities and Corpo- 
rations. By this means that mutual communica- 
tion,by which the Members of civil bodies ſhould 
not only benefit one another, but ſecure the 
whole, 1s interrupted, and men live not as neigh- 
bours, but ſpies, always upon deſigns of Entrap- 
ping and Enſnaring 3 tor while they look on one 
another as exea ies ta God, they think that re- 
ſciqds. all. obligations of friendſbip. arong them: 
ſelves, and whea Religion bears the Stendard, 
the F#ar will be concluded necellary and — 
7 © 
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able. But though it be ſo in im:2gination only, 'tis 
ſare there are ſome, who make it really profitable z 
for as in molt Czpps, the greater Number are at- 
tracted rather by hope of booty than concern for 


the cauſe 3 ſo here, many men liſt themſelves un- . 


der one Party, that they may have pretence to 
prey upon the reſt. And to that End ſeveral very 
commodious Axioms have been taken up. As 
that No faith 3s to be kept with Hereticks; that Ds- 
m7nion i founded in Grace, &c.by ſuch meaſures 
as theſe the goods of the #gyptiars become law- 
ful prizes to any, that pleaſe to call themſelves 
_ Tſraelites5 and indeed Jews they may be call din 
that notion we vulgarly uſe it of unjuſt and cruel 
extortioner : But fure not ſuch 7/#aelites as Chriſt: 
defines Nathaziel, 'Job. 1.47. without guile: For 
having thus conſecrated their frauds, and found 
an expedient of ſerving God and Mammontoge- 
ther, there 1s no piece of decezt either too big,or 
too little for them 3 no tra»ſaFior lo important, 
which canoblige their fdelzty 3 none fo trivial as 
to diſcourage their repine : Opportunity 1s-the 
only meaſure and rule of their attempts, by this 
means no Obligation of Contrat, no Laws of 
Commerce can, eſcape unviolated 3 evey thing 1s 
lawful that may weaken the wicked, and that 
_ zeal which makes men $8airts in the Church or 
Conventicle, can make them Thieves in the Shop 
or Market. Thus is Piety made an Engine of ra- 
pine, and by theſe religious riots, all 'bonndaries 
wherewith Laws or Equity have fenc'd mens di- 
ſtint propertzes, are thrown down - And _ 
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this is a moſt carnal conſequent of our ſpiritual 
debates, and bids fair towards the reducing us to 
that ſtate of common Hoftility, which fome have 
phancied to be the Original condition of mankind : 
For it renders commerce ſo dangerous, that nien 
may within a while think it ſafer to truſt theit 
own #Zrexgths, than to the ſhelter of thoſe Lewes 
and Civil compaFs, which they fee ſo avowedly 
evacuated. Andupon this account, though the 
Injury be immediately done to private perſons, it 
becomes a prblick miſchief : Yet alas, theſe are 
but the more moderate effeZs of our Diſlentions z 
they afford more expedite and compendious ways 
of publick ruine 3 the defrauding or anderminin 

of a few Neighbours, are petty prizes for tho 

that think they have the fole right to the Crea- 
ture, and are thoſe eMeek who are to inherit 
the Earth, and every ſuch acqueſt only ſerves ta 
fleſh them for a farther chaſe. The ſpoils of a 
broken Kingdom will afford ſomething worth 
the ſcrambling for : And nothing more fit to break. 
zt than a pretence of Religion, which like the 
Fore that ſmote Nebuchadaezzars Image, has ſhi- 
vered the moſt goodly Monarchtes. And accor- 
dingly, we ſee no Ezgine is more conſtantly us'd 
by men of Seditious ſpirits, to diſturb and fub- 
vert Governments : Indeed there can be nothing 
ſo advantageouſly fitted for the purpoſe. For 
ſhould ſuch perfonsunmask their deſig, and ſhew 
itin its »ative wg/ineff, ſhould they avow the ſha- 
kingofa Kingdom merely to eſtabliſh themſelves 
1n 2 condition of wealth and grandeyr, the new 
moulding 
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moulding of a Government only that they _ 
ſhape their own ſhares in it, 'twere- impoſlible 
they ſhould find any abettorsz for though the 
Ae ks are always in preparation for change, 
yet 'tis not on Intuition of benefit to ſome private 
perſons, but of ſomewhat wherein themſelves may 
partake : Nor is even the. madneſs of the people 
mad enough, to expole all their own intereſt, and 
moſt important concerns only to promote thoſe of 
others. It has therefore always been bath the rule 
and praftice for ſuch deſigners to ſuborn the pub- 
ſick. intereſt to countenance and cover their pri- 
vate; tocry up Diana to ſecure their own gaiz, 
andtomake the ſeduced Popwlacy like the Jackal 
to the Lion, hunt that prey which themſelves 
mean todeyour. And of all thoſe artifices by 
which ſuch Incendiaries have ſet Kingdoms in a 
flame, none has been more univerſally ſuccesful 
than the pretext of Religion, which is thought ſo 
creditable a cauſe tocngage in, as can convertthe 
3nfamows titles of Rebel and Traitor into thoſe of 
Patriot and Saint, and conſequently, take off all 
diſcouragement ariſing from the diſreputation of 
ſuch anenterprize : And na leſs potent 1s it in 
ſolving the ſcruples of its unlawfulneſs 3 for by a 
dexterous anticipation, it -makes Conſcience a 
party, that it may exclude it from being judge, 
and by that one fallacy of ſuppoſing Religion to be 
2 juſt ground of quarrel, make way, for all thewild 
conſequences deducible from that falſe principle - 
And indeed where that is throughly faſtned, the 
ew3ſchieſs are not only great but 3ncureble, and yt 
| tne 
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the more ſoby how much the perſonis morezeas 
lous.For alas, whatwi1ll it avail to tell-fuch a man, 
'tisa fin to fight againſt his King : when he willtell 
you 'tis a greater not to fight for his God : That he _ 
contratts a heinows guilt-in violating'the peace of 

the Church, when he with as great: confidence 
believes,: he merits in propagating its 'zr#th. That 
he is accountable for the 5b/oud of his Brethrew5 
when he thinks he has like the Levites, Exod. 32. 
conſecrated himſelfin it, and offer'd tt an accep- 
table ſacrificeto God. Thus unhappltly are theſe 
men fortified in their fi, by preſuming it their 
Yertxe, and while the furious zeal of fach is made 
ſubſervient to the wicked craft of others;'tis a moſt 
apt inſtrument of publick Miſchief, there beingno 
attempt ſo deſperate, which ſuch may not beput 
upon, whoare methinks us'd, as-Harnjbal is faidto 
have done thoſe Oxen,whoſe horny he firſt fired; 
and then ſent them to diſturb the Romarnicamp? 
Theſe wer as thoſe beaſts are found very uſefulfot 
the moleſting of others 3 but commonly all they 
acquire to themſelves, is the ſmart of their own 
flemes.Few of thoſe whothus in the ſimplicity of 
their heart follow an Abſalom or a Sheba, that do 
not either miſcarry together with the deſign, or 
elſe live to diſcern how much their credulity was 
abuſed 3 and that both re/igion ( however preten- 
ded ) and #hoſe that fought for it, were only made 
properties to promote the laſts of thoſe who deſpi- 
ſed both. But 'tis unneceſtary to infiſt farther on 
the effe&s of ſuch religious Fury, of which we of 
this Nation have had lo many and fo coſtly eviden- 


ces, 


oer," 25 far tranſcend the moſt tragical deſcriptions. 
God grant we may never have other thanour pef 
experiences to meaſure them by : But certainly 
there is little reaſon to be ſecure, ſo long as the 


noot of them, our ſpeculative differences daily en- 


creaſe;zfor unleſs we could ſuppoſe an Age of ſuch 
innocence, that there ſhould be none who would 
take any undue Advantages, tis ſure there will be 
enough giver; And indeed when we refle& upon 
our paſt Difſtrations, and conſider how trivial 
the zatter of moſt of thoſe debates was, whoſe 
manner has been ſo cruelly ſolemn 5 how our 
Dighteſt problerees have been writ in bloud, that 
many Thouſands have been made #4hed to keep 
the £wrplice off a few mens backs, and we have 
pulled down our Churches in diſpleaſure at the 
witdows 5 'when'I ſay theſe and a Thouſand the 
like are conſidered, we muſt conclude that there 
can never wayt Occaſion to them that (in the 4po- 
foles Phraſe)deſere Occaſion: The lighteſt diſtempers 
1m the Church-being cortagiow, and moſt apt 
( when fomertted by ambitious deſigners) to beget 
an wriverſal Plague in the Common-wealth. 
And now who can without horror conſider theſe 
miſerably perverted = of Chriſtian Religion, 
that that which was deſign'd the moſt i»violable 
bond of nnity,(hould like thoſe curles of entangled 
ſnakes with which Erizxs is ſaid to have infuria- 
ted Athemgs and Ino, become the fatal incendiary 
of the mortalleſt hatred. That that Oeconomy which 
was meant to regulate, ſhould be the Inſtrument 
of confounding and #mbroglirtg the World 3 and 
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a Goſpel of Peace ſhould thus.be made the Inceg- 
tive to war, - and create fiercer quarrels than 
thoſe it was to have compos'd. To turn t 
Grace of God into wantonneſs, is juſtly brandedas 
a great Crime, but ſure to turn jt zto walice 1s 
yet agreater.And though every fin offers violence 
to our religion, yet#h3s is of all others the moſt 
barberows, thus to make it Allaſhnate itſelf, be- 
comea kind of Felo de ſe, and.contribute to its 
own ruine. And that this is the - caſe, is I pre- 
ſume ſufficiently evident in all the foregoing in- 
ftances, which as they are moſt obviouſly the ef- 
fe& of our eager Diſputes, ſo are they no leſs 
viſibly deſir=#;ve to Chriſtianity in all its _in- 
tereſts, leave it neither root nor brazch, neither 
inward Vigor,nor outward Luſtre 3 ſoat once ren- 
dring it both infertile and unamiable. "Twas a 
piece of boſtile Severity againſt Moab, to fill zhe 
land with ſtones,thereby to render t barren,2 King- 
3.25. The lingers went about, and ſmote it. - 
but what that ſuffered'from prof Enemies, the 
Church daily ſuſtains, from thoſe that call & em- . + 
ſelves her beſt friends. Our Benjamites are {0 jn 
love with their skillof ſlinging to a hairs breadth, 
their nice Criticiſms, Diſtinttions, and Subtil- 
ties, have caſt abroad ſomany ſtones of contention, 
that the Church is become perfet quarry, utter- 
ly ſteril and w#fruitful, as to all thoſ: good works 
or the production whereof, ſhe was lo peculiar- 
ly fenced and cultivated by Gods .nay, 'twere 
well if barrenneff were the worlt, and that ſhe 
had not on the other ſide acquir'd an nnhappy 
degenerows 
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degenerows fertility : But what a numerous and ac- 
curſed Iſſue ſpring from this unpeaceable tem- 
per, the foregoing conſiderations do too ſadly 
demonſtrate 3 andIdoubtnot every attentive Ob- 


| 
ſerver. will be able to add wore (though notff 1 
' fruer )Inſtances3 and beſides to diſcern that this} ; 
ſprriows brood like that of Hagar is grown ſofff « 
wantonly inſolent as to deſpiſe the right heir of ff f 
the Promiſe. The true Goſpel-Graces of Meck- || : 
neſs, Peaceableneſs and univerſal Charity are ac-|n 
counted Earthly Phlegmatick qualities, we difclaim fi 
that Holy Ghoſt which deſcends in the appearance ff hk 
of the Dove, nay or in fire either; unleſs it befſ 
like that of Eljjah, toconſume all that diſguſt us. | #7 
"Nor do we meafure our Religion ſo much, by the | le 
_ oppoſition it makes to our /xfts, as ro thoſe | fl 
"whom we firſt make, and then call our exemries. | th 
Thus miſerably have we chang'd the Scene, and | q1 
"by cal/ingevil good, and good evil, have accumula- 
'ted injuries upon our oppreſfed Chriſtianity, not| - 
only robb'd it of its rule, but of its reputation alſo, 
' And do we daily thus ſee'7Þwae! mocking 1/aac, 
"and ſhall we not think it 'titme to caſt ont the 
Bond-woman and her Son? Shall we for ever che-| 4 
riſh this generation of Yipers to tear out the 
bowels of our common Mother ? I pray God the 
Queſtion have not as much of preſage as expoſin- 
lation. For if we confider the preſent ſtate off + 
- things, how out contentions plead not only right 
but preſcription, there ſeems not much hope of 
diſpoſſefſing them, and yet leſs, when *tis re- 
membred, how they have entwifſte# themſelves 
not 
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not only with the paſſzons, but intereſis of tnen 5 
two ſuch potent Abettors as will bu] up the moſt 
forlorn cauſe. Thetruth is, there are many ſab: 
terranieows ſprings which feed this Ocean, and 
though religion and piety be on all hands de- 
murely pretended, yet as we have ſeen the effe#s 
of our debates very diſconſonant to ſuch a Pro- 
feſlionz ſo if we examine. the originals and 
cauſes, we (hall find them forthe moſt part as 
widely diflaut. It may not be amils to take a 
ſhort view of ſome ofthem 3 for though I cannot 
hope the diſcovery of the Cauſes will. contribute 
to the gereral cure, yet perhaps it may prove An- 
tidote to ſome-particular perſons, who will be the, 
leſs apt to adimire the verdure of the /eaves, (the 
flouriſhing appearances of zea/ and piety ) when 
they find both frxit and root of ſo poiſonous 4 
quality. | 
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CHAP. Xlll. 


-| 4 Survey of the Canſes of Diſputer, and frft, 


Pride. 


. ND ia this inqueft we find Pride al- 
ready arraigned to our hands, by the 
wiſelt of Men, Prev. 13.10.0nly by pride 
weth contention. It is indeed a moſt prolifick: 
vice, and thereafe few ſis to which it is not e1- 
ther 4 parent or warſe ; = thete 1s ſcarce an 
Which 


OS 


which does ye betray its immediate deſcent 
from it than this bf firife and: debave,. which has ſo 
many of the lineaments: and features. of the, de> 


form'd Mother, as- ſufficiently atteſt its extra: | 


Fiem. And asthis k true of «4 ſirifes in gene- 
ra}, ſo particularly of thoſe whereof we now 
freat :* for Pride” being itſelf an internal. fin, 
it has ſuch a neighbourhood with all the notions 
and ſpeculations bf the mind, that it eaſily makes 
tmpreſſions oti'them > Nor are we to wonder that 
the Sacredneſs of divine things is not Amvrle# 
enough agamſt its Charms, when: we remember 
that the firſt aF of Pride that ever 'was commit- 
ted, was levelled eveh ut God himſelf; and. as. it 
took up its firſt ſeat in a_ſpiritual ſubſtance, ſo 
has it ever fince, never ated more aturafy, and 
therefore more vgdr2»/h3, than: abour [ſpiritual 
matters. Of this the Church in all ages has had 
many coltly Experiments; for if we trace the 
Catalogues of Hereſfies from Simox Magw his 
days down to our own, we ſhall find Pride a 
principal AGor in every Scene, though perhaps in 
variows dreſſes. For though Pride be always inthe 
general an affetation.of ſome tranſcendency, 
etitdiffersas to the particular object, accord- 
ing to the ſeveral eſtimates men make of excel- 
lencies. So that the proprgrers of new Opini- 
ons, though they have this common dim,that they 
ſeek their own exaltation, yet. do not always doit 
in the /2e inſizncesr. For example, ſoxe' have 
coveted the repute of profound Znqmiſitors,and this 
Vanity has prompted them to dive fo deep pwn 
6 | | tac 
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the bowels 'of every the plainneſt doitrine, till at 
laſt-they have twiſted and entangled them into 
rhe moſt perplexing diffoutties. Theſe Naviga- 
for; think they have never fail'd ſuccesfully, till 
they have found out a Terra imcognitsa; _ 
God knows they bring nothing from thence for 
the bencfit of the habitable world 3 nor make it 
thew: buſineſs :to reſolve Doubts, but Fart them. 
Another fart of men there: are of ſo. faſtidious and 
petulant wits," that they diſdain an-:operion of | 
whach themſelves are not the authors; they love 
not to'have their underſtanduigspreſctib'd to,by 
the preconceptions of others, how divinely ſoever 
in{pyr'd,. and will rather have:a Religionof theit 
own-making than of þis whom: they pretend to 
worlhip. Andthis, 'tis to be doubted, is the bot- 
tom of the great wveneratio# ſome: bave paid to 
Reaſon, which they have ſetupin the Throze,not 
only m defiance of blind implicit uſſent, but even 
of divine reveletion. But in. the mean time tis 
tobe obſerv'd that 'tisnot reaſon 572 general, the 
common excellency of our nature chat 38 thus 
adyanc'd, but every mans own private arid indi- 
viduel , which upon a juſt ſcanning will often be 
fonnd the moſt diftant thing from what it as 
call'd : Paſſion and Phancy, by that ommipotenc 
advantage of being amans own, often pathag for 
diſcourſt and #atiocination: arid what: a fruit- 

ful harveſt of Taresſuch ſeed & apt toproduce 
aur :reefor would inform us if our experjeare did 
not. © To theſe we may add another rank of mien, 
who- vehemently iirſtiog after g zame-an the 
2 world, 
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world, hope to acquire that by being the difſem+- 
nators of - novel doftrines 5 they think while they 
2O on 1n the beater track ,. they (ball be obſcur'd 
1n the Throne 3 the only, way ro make themſelves 
conſpicuous is to be fingular : Thus fondly chu- 
fing to be eminent, though by the infamous Cha- 
racters of Heretick or Schiſmatick , and (like him 
that fired Diana's Temple to ſecure himſelf from 
oblivion ) build themſelves Afonnments of the 
Ehurches ruine : and ſure this Thexdas his ambi- 
tion of being ſome body, has helpt to raiſe more 
opinions than he did mewn. Yet commonly it-an- 
{ſwer? it even in that circumſtance alſo ; for when 
by ſeparating themſelves from the wnity of the 
faith, they have rendred themſelves remarkable, 
cheirnext aim is to have others joyn to them3 and 
ſo they may have the honour of being leaders, 
carenot though it be into the ditch. To be call'd 
of men Rabbi, Rabbi, is enchanting Mulick to any 
Phariſee, and ſerves like the Timbrels in Tophet 
to drown the cries not of their Children, but Mo- 
#her (corching in the flames of their contention. 
Indeed ſo impetuous and uncpntroulable is this 
kind of warty, that like a mighty torrent, it 
bears down all before it, overwhelms not only the 
oppoſite vertres, but even all vices that are not 
of ts own confederacy, Men can in this caſe 
lay ſevere reftraints upon their moſt intimate 
ſenſualities, when they ſuſpect them treacherous 
cothis-grand Deſign. The Wolf ſhall be muz+- 
led and made to behave himſelf with the meek- 
neſs belceeming the $Sheeps cloathing. The _ 
| | 2 
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(hall:be waſhtand by an unnatural violence with- 
held fromthe mire: All their rapacious and bea- 
ſtial -@ppetites controul'd and made tame, that 
they worry not their reputation. And all this for 


alittle naked popularity, for whoſe dear purchaſe, 


very many have thought fit to diveſt themſelves, 
both of lawful and unlawful enjoywernts 3 and have 
thought the tumultuous applauſe of a few faQi- 
ous ſpirits worth all that ſelf-denial.. But all 
Pride is not ſo perfedtly Camelion as to ſubfiſt 
upon this were azr,there is another kind of it that 
propoſes to itſelf ſomething beyond this : ſuch 
is the affeCtation. of rule aad dominion, which 
though in reſpect of any real good to the raler, 
1s asvery a Chimeraasthe formerz yet common- 
ly they that are under ſuch a Jari/di&ion, find to 
their colt 'tis more than Imaginative. And God 
knows this «ſþiring humor has been no leſs fa» 
tally ative in Eccleſt2ſtick, than in Civil affairs 3 
nor has the Church ever been in more danger of 
Anarchy than by. thoſe who moſt impatiently co- 
veted a ſhare in its government 3 for where this 
ſpirit of ambyron is the Impellent, it does like 
the DemonizF in the Golpe)l, burſt aſunder all 
ſetters and chains, violates the unity both of do- 
arine and diſcipline, nar is any attempt too 
bold for men thus animated-: ' They who lon 

to be in authority think the door opens not vick 


enough for their entry, and impatient of fo tex 
dious' an expectation, chuſe rather to make 
breaches in the wal (nay ſometimes to under+ 
mine the foundation ) than to want an acceff to 

"ny F 3 theix 


their Deſires, Neither is there any thing ſo 'fa- 
cred, which upon this occafion they cannot pro- 
ſtitute 5 when Dzotrephes, 3 Joh.g. ſeeks preherthi- 
nence, the Dictates evenot an ape {hall be re- 
jefted,and even the divinity of Chrift, God blefſed 
for ever,be trampled on,when Arie wants a foot- 
ſtool to climbup to his affetted greatneſs. Ina 
word,if we Examine the occurrenciesof all ages, 
we ſhall find that either the cagerneſs of acqui- 
ring, or the Revenge of mig/ing dignities, have 
been the great i»ſt/gators of Eccleſiaſtick Feuds 3 
and ſure our eModerr ſtories, are not likely to 
fall ſhort of the Ancient, in examples of this 
kind. And as Pride makes ſowe thus paſſio: 
nately deſirous of rule, ſo it makes others asim- 
patient of being ruled, and even thoſe who can+ 
not hope to arrive tagive Laws, will not endure 
to be winder thoſe already eſtabliſhed. That #bis 
1s indeed the Chriſtian /iberty for which many in 
our days have ſo unchriſtianly contended, is too 
apparent, the fundamental quarrel has been againſt 
ſubjeFiown: Yet to-counmtenance and abet that, 
whole Armies of frivolous cavils have been rais'd, 
atid the Church attacqued in every its remoteſt 
concern, and though there be nothing farther 
from that ynity of mind, to which the {imile was 
firſt affixt, yet in a perverſe ſenſe it imitates the” 
Ointment of Aaron 1n deſcending from the head to 
the charts of. the cloathing : ,not only the ſapreexe. 
and wore eminent parts : but the moſt ſlight: eoc> 


erinſick and inferior relatives to Religion being 


aſperſt and depraved 3 andthe moſt zw9ceot Cir- 
cumſtances 
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.cumſtances of Civil or Natural actions made cri- 
minal, when applyed to Divine . things. A 
ſtrange ieffedjue power, which theſe men have 
convey'd into Gads ſervice,that it muſt thus pol- 
lute every thing that approaches it. That the 
place where his Honor dwells, muſt become a 
Peſthouſe, and ditfuſe cartegion 'to all in it : (1 
wiſh by the way their S4criledge had not been 
too valiant in deſpiſing the Danger of thoſe ix- 
fe&ed utenſils, which may perhaps ſadly verifie 
the reproach, and prove #reacherowe prizes.) Aud 
when mens zeal operates thus unkindly, when 
the pretence of internal ſanity devoursy all out- 
ward decency, and God is to hanoured and exalt- 
ed by thoſe ways,whereby wexwould think them- 
ſelves aflronted, and vilzxfieds we have too great 
reaſon to think ſuch a zeal as little according to 
godlineff as knowledge, and: that it isnot ſo much 
the tendernef of their Conſciences, no nor gene- 
rally the weakreff of their Brains, but the Jror ſ- 
ew in their Necks, which makes them at once ſo 
ſcrupulous, and fo clamorous.z for though the 
former might be ſuppos'd owing to Error, the [4+ + 
ter can ſurely proceed from nothing but Pride. 
Several other inſtances might be given to ſhew 
how that pernicious temper has contributed to 
the riſe and firſt being of our diviſions 3 andhar 
ving thus given them birth; it does not like the 

rich abandon its Brood, but has as great-an in- 
uence in the: chereſhing and waintaining,as it had 


in ereativg them. Of this there need no other 


proof than the meer ature of Pride, which as it 
| Y 4 averts 


averts nothing more than ſelf-condemnation; lo 
upon pain of that appearance, 'tis irreverſibly 
engag'd in the 'purſuit of its firſt undertakings, 
any deſiſting being interpretatively a confeſſion ei- 
ther of an Error or a' Defeat, both which are in- 
ſupportable to an aſſuming temper : So that be- 
ſides the original incentives torementioned, it has 
this of diſdain ſuperadded to attuate its motions: 
And accordingly we find they are at this rebound 
the more violent, not only the ſacceſs, but the 
credit of the firſt enterprize dependingupon a vi- 


Villany ſeems to have been adopred into ſome mens 
divinity,and they think paſt Crimes are only to be 
ſecurd by more and greater. Nor is it only hope 
ro atchieve their deſig, or hide their ſpeme which 
thus animates them, deſpair will do it to a;yet 
higher degree. Our Concupiſcible and Traſcible 
appetites dwell not ſoremote, but they are ready 
reſerves to'one another, and what was de/rre 1n 
the purſuit, becomes axger and revenge in the dif- 
appointment 3 and ſure 'we need not be told the 
wild efiets of thoſe paſſions. How many men 
have ina furiows deſpair over-atted eventheir own 
projeFs, and have made it a malicious conſolati- 
on in their ruine, to get it attended with that of 
the publick? As Herod, who urea lamenta- 
tion at his death, commanded a Maſſacre fhould 
accompany it, or ( to give a more Eccleſiaſtical 
inſtance ) like 4eri##59, who ſought the aboliſhing 
of: that order inthe: Church, .whereof himſelf 
could not partake. I wiſh no: mans Conſcience 1n 
__ 5 -our 
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our days were qualified to ſuggeſt a freſher ex- 
ample. But whileſt /tis ſo many ways the intereſt 
of Pride to abet our contentions, we cannot think 
it ſo {luggiſh or induſtrious an agerts, as not to 
find out expedients for its purpoſe. I ſhall not 
attempt to give a particular of its i*ſiruments, 
when TI have faid that $chi/z2 is one of them, I 
need not add more, lince that alone ſerves both 
to complete and perpetuate the Miſchief of all our 
ſpeculative difſentions. How cloſe a Band of 
concord the communicating in holy duties is, we 
may learn by Jeroboam,who ſeems ſo well to have 
underſtood its unitive efticacy, that he durſt not 
truſt the newly divided Tr7bes in a joynt reſortto 
the Temple 3 and therefore leſt the rupture he 
had made in the State ſhould cloſe again, he 
thinks it neceſſary to make arvtherinthe Church, 
and ſecure his defection from his Prince, by that 
from his God. But we need not borrow a teſti- 
ny from that his impious Policy,we have a more 
Authentick aiteſtation from the holy Pſalmiſt,who 
when he would deſcribe the greateſt emtireneſ,Ex- 
emplifies it by the walking to the houſe of God as 
friends, Pſal.55. 14. And the Apoſile goes yet 
higher, and from our common participation of the 
Euchariſt, infers not only our #»ie, but our in- 
corporation. We being many are one bread, and ong 
body, for we are all partakers of that one bread, 
I Cor. 10.17. And then ſure we may oa the cony 
trary conclude, that our ſeparation. mult have-the 
quite diſtant effects ; alienate our affeFions, and 
by that means (till more eſtrange our Judgments. 

Tp 
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For beſidesthat 'tis natural to men to think. they 
can never run far enough from that they begin to 
Joath, they are in their own defence to amplifie 
the differences, that they may acquit themſelves 
from the [cardal of a cauſeleſs ſeparation 3 and 
this God knows is the uſual Method among us, 
when we have broken communion,ouronly ſtudy 
1s not howto repair, but juſtifie it. The Adverſa- 
ries Tenets are rigorouſly ſcanned, new Charges 
exhibited, and the $chiſme defended upon thoſe 
later diſcoveries, which were no motives to the 
making it. And then ſure no man can doubt but 
this is a proper way, both to multiply and Eternize 
diſputes; and 'tis abundantly manifeſt, that vani- 
ty and elation of mind is the cauſe that Men thus 
prefer a miſtaken reputation, before their own in- 
220cence, or the Churches peace, Indeed if we 
throughly conſider it, we ſhall find Pride is one 
of the fatalleſt inſtruments of Exciſion, the two- 
edg'd ſword by which adverſe parties do mutually 
cut themſelves from one another. The very 
elements and conſtitutive parts of a Schiſmatick, 
being the Eſteem of himelf, and the Contempt of 
others. I am not as this Publican was, we know, 
the voice of the proud Phariſee, whole very name 
ſignifies, ſeparatiov, and our modern Separatiſts do 
but Echo the ſame note, when they . pronuunce 
all thoſe Heretical or Carnalfrom whom they have 
withdrawn. Or perhaps they derive from a yet 
more ancient prefident, thoſe of whom the Pro» 
phet Eſay ſpeaks, Eſay 65.5. which lay.Stevd by 
thy ſelf.come not near me, for Tam 'holier than thous 
| . an 
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an Inſolear kind of latpuage, which the Cathars in 
the pricritive times” did not more _exatly tran» 
ſcribe, than many 8e&#s of differing denothinati- 
ons have done inoxvy.” But 'tis to be remembred; 
that while the Phariſee lookt ſo faſtidiouſly of 
the poor Publican, he renounc'd communion' in 
prayers much more acceptable than his own and 
thole refined Zealots, who fear'd contagion from'the 
approach of their more innocent Brethren, could 
boldly venture on the po/utions of the molt de- 
teſtable Idolatries: And God knows the note has 
too ready an application in both inſtances. In the 
mean time 'tts a ſad contemplation, that ſo much 
of that zeal which makes luch a gliſtering inthe 
World, ſhall, when brought to the Touch, be 
found adwulterete, that the tranſcendent purity 
men boaſt of, ſhould 'prove but a more ſublima- 
ted wickedneſf,and their pretence to ſpirituality be 
verified only in ſpiritual pride. Alas, is not the 
whole circyit of Secular things wide enough to 
contain this ſwe//ing humor 2 Are there not Pomps 
and Yarities of the world enough toentertainthis 
one Luſt, but muſt this Moabite be brought into 
the SarFnuery 2 Can we not be elevated cnough 
unleſs we trample upon all that is holy, and make 
Religion Fattor for our Ambition £ We find ſome 
very confidently point out Aztichriſt upon the 
ſtrength of this one predicted circumſtance, that 
he was to ſit inthe Temple of God. But what need 
we travel beyond the Alps to find out that, which 
every where preſents itſelf ? Our Pride does'too 
nohoppily anſiver the deſcription 3 and \though 
BEEN there 
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there is no inſtance wherein it can ceaſe to be 
Antichriſtian, yet \urely it is more eminently ſo, 
whea it thus uſurps Gods ſeat, and rules in Sacred 
things. Would God the pains and animoſity 
which has been ſpent in diicovering and reviling 
other Antichriſts, had been diverted to the pul- 
ling down of this, the labour would have .been 
more efſecual even to the immediate end of the 
Deſigners 3 for were this Pride eradicated, the 
Foundation ofall Spiritual uſurpations were un- 
dermin'd. But alas, thoſe who exc]aim the moſt 
loudly againſtall foreign Tyranny on their Conſci- 
ences, do obſequiouſly bow to this inteſtine Uſur- 
per, make an entire dedition of themlelves, and 
ſubmit to the ſevereſt and ignobleſt vaſ/alage. 
They have inveſted it with fo abſolute and ſove- 
raign a Power, that ( as Sammel warns the Iſrae- 
lites of their King, 1 Sam. 8..) they are not to. 
call any thing their own, when it is uſeful to its 
ſervice: All their powers, all their intereſts are 
devoted to it,and that not only toadornits pomp, 
but to fight its battels. Men quarrel and contend 
till not only themſelves, but even Chriſtianity 1t- 
ſelf expire in the conteſt. But if jt be indeed 
certain that every War is ſo far unjultifiable,, as 
are the cauſes of it, 'twill ſurely be a competent 
prejudice againſt our contentions, that our Pride 
is ſo much concern'd in them, which 1s ſo un- 
chriſtian a ##9tive, as all the boly-witer- where- 
with men bave ſprinkled it, can never baptize in- 
to aclearneſs; all the borrowed dreſſes of. Zeal and 
Sanftity, howeyer they may diſguiſe, can never 
os | | legitimate 
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legitimate re. ThoſerArts' of concealment. may 
indeed-add a mew gwilt; that of Hypocrifie, but can 
never explate, no nor 'extenuate the old: :And' 
how Saint-like 0-00 ' our Yarn-glory 'puts 
on, it does but the more own its derivation from 
him, who can transform himſelf into an Angel of 
light, whoſe afpiringshave frſt iubverted himſelf, 
and now go on to propagate both:hisCrime and 
Ruine to as 3 nor has he ever manag'd that weſign 
with more Art or Succeſs, than by thus making 
our Pride a partitio#-wall to divide us from one 
arothey, and conſequently from God too 3 who 
being, as out Church =w—_ him; the author »of 
Peace and lover of Concord, can never joyn himfelf 
with the diſtarbers of both, but muſt neceſlarily be 
diſobliged by our Diflentions and Schiſms:-! 5:7 
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A Surve of the Canſes of Diſputes 5 Secondly, 
Curzoſity. | It | 01 HG 


F now we proceed farther in our chquitywe 

ſhall find, that another grand ixcexdiary:of 

our Diſputes is ' Curioſity : A vice which 
though in ſome reſpetts it may bereckoneda fþe- 
cies of the former, that of Pride, yet ini othersit 
admits a diſtin& conſideration. This is that bane- 
ful weed which the Devil made a-ſhift ro ſteal 
even into Paradiſe, and which'has ever ___ 
ette 
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fected the richeſ# ſoils, the moſt pregoant and po+ 
lite Wits:3 nor did it only eje&t wor from thence, 
butit has improved the original curſe, and multi- 
plied thoſe briers and thorws-among which he was 
caſt,:'yea, tranſplanted them from the' Earth, 
where they could. only raze-the skin,:jmo the 
Brain, where they pierce atid-torturethe iatelles 
'ftualand immoital Part of Man. Nay father, 
eyen that ſweat of his brows, which was to extir- 
pate ther from the ground, ſerves but to-water 
and cheriſh them in his mind s.:his very induſtry 
being in this caſe the extremeſt i/ bysbaydry, and 
the'more pains he takes, the farther he removes 
himſelf from albrea/ edvartagerof his toil: -.. 1 

THERE: arefome parts of K»owlegdee which 

God has thought fit to ſeclude from: 1s, to fence 
them not only as he did the interdicted Tree, by 
Precept and Commination, but with Difficulties 
and Impoſlibilities 3 made it not only our ſz and 
danger, but ouy FaZy .and: madneſs to attempt 
them. Ofthis kind are the Myſtcrious parts of 
gut Religion, . which he ſhews us as it were a-far 

off to exerciſe our faith and reverence, bijt, oops 

them not to our ſerſe and diſquiſition. Thele he 
has placed like the Suz, where they may ioflu- 
ence,” not annoy 3 warm, not ſcorch us. And 
would we ſtill permit them to remain at that ſafe 
and wholſome d:ftance, we ſhould find none but 
benigne effes 5 but ſo importunate are the; inſti- 

ations of Curiofity, that no bounds will keep us 
rom the eMogrt: We will needs break through 


mto the thick darkeeff, how: dreadful ſoever the 
—_ | thunders 
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thuwders and lightnings arc inthe way, Like bold 
Phagtons we deſpiſe all benefits wherewith the Fa- 
ther of light.and us;can court us, unleſs we may 
guide his Cbarzot; and we moralize the Fable, as 
well iathe tragicalne(s.of the event, as the inlo- 
lence of the nndertaking 3 this unhappy.Curioſity 
having not only ruim'd many of the i#qui/ctors,but 
ſet the whole world allo in a conflagration. Nos 
is the temerity more _Fefe/ 1a its. Succeſs, than 
impiews in its Foundation : For beſides that it is 
a direCt i-vaſion of Gods peculiar,and vzolation, af 
his Command, it does evidently imply a diftruſs, 
either of -his Wiſdom or his Goodneſs 3. D- 
ſes him either ſo igyor47t of the {krength of, x 
faculties himſelf has made, that, he, bas align 
them uaproportionable objects, and ſo they :mul 
have new work cut out for them by our ſelves30t 
elſe preſumes his Eye evil towards his own Qrea- 
tures 3, that as the Devil ,once luggeſted.to Qur 
firſt Parents, he fears the rivalry of poor mortals, 
and by an eavious detention of tome, parts of feli- 
city, like one that had, beeg Poyatiful only upon 
ſurprize and incogitancy, Itiberaly retratcts.and 
contradicts his. original deſige: of.:imaking:. Man 
completely happy. Nay, iadeed. this reprele. 
him unkind, not only to. #y bis 1created Images, 
but even to that Eternal and exprefs image of his 
Perſon, the Son of his. boſom, who may well. be 
thought to have been, as deſpiled in bis. Eyes, 2s 
be was once in ovrr,. Z/ap 53-3: he have {6 
cheaply expos'd him for their ſakes, co' whom he 
denies any of thoſe inteleGinel advantages, which 
difference 


difference them from Beaſts, Thus wiekedly cu- 
rious are we, that rather than converſe with vsl- 
gar ordinary things, we create prodigies, put new 
' Forms upon him that is wchargeable, rob divinity 
'of its moſt inſeparable attribute, and -not only 
diſobey God, but reproach him. And then 'tis no 
wonder if. that which affords lo little glory to 
God, hath no more good-will for Men, atid that 
whichthus wars with Heaver, leave little peace 
on Earth. Indeed if we will be building our 
Babels, and thus aflault Ownipotence,' 'tis but juſt 
we ſhould have our lerguage confourded,and that 
that &rowledge for which we boldly attenipt to 
rifle Gods cabinet, ſhould like the Coal from the 
Altar, ſerve only to embroil and conſume the 
ſacrilegiows invaders. Yetbefides what is owing 
todivine vengeance in the caſe, the thing has in 
Telf a proper, natural efficiency toward it ; 
for when ſo many men are engag'd in'a blind 

erch, 'tis niot-iniaginable they ſhould all Zumble 
upon the ſame' Notions, and ſuppoſing them to 
fall'upon nw + 'tis- impoſible but mens fond 
overweening of their owa conceits and petulant 
diſgains of others, will improve that varzety into 
Oppoſition, arid that oppoſition into ſet and Sos 
lemn Feuds.” Ard God knows, the Church is 
too effettively acquainted with this fatal grada- 
' 4jon, and can experimentally atteſt the «wnhappy 
' propriety of this ſort of Curiofity towardsthe en- 
gendring of diſcord ahd confuſion. 

BU T beſides this higher rank 6f things 
_ Which God hath ſet ſo much «4bove ns, ap nar 
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others of an izferior ſort,as much below us, which 
are concealed trom us, nor ' for theit ſublimty, 
but their #ſeleſzeſ# 3 for as God on the one' hand 
remembers that we are but fleſh, unable-to bear 
the nearer approaches of divinity, andTo talks 
with us as once with eMoſes through'a cloud 7/So 
on the other he forgets nat that-he breathed intd 
us the breath of liſe, a vital aQtive.fpirit, Whoſe | 
motions he expects ſhould own the dignity''o 
its original, and as it was it{clf ah emamratioe of 
the Eliential Goodneſs, ſhbuld aim at only reaf 
and ſolid good, and hot evapbrate and exhault its 
powers in mean arid impertinex?t purſuits. And 
upon this ſcore alſo, he has found' it neceflary 
to hide many things from us," not thar* they 
would dazzle, but miſemploy our Eyc 3 not-ſwat- 
low up our Underſtinding, bur diveft out At- 
tention, from what is more itnportant : Of this 
ſort are thoſe many thin 4eri2!' ſpeculators, the 
certain knowledge Whereobf would bring''us nd 
real advantage, make us at all the wiſer toSal- 
vation; yet ſuch a value does our i»quifttive Na- 
ture ſet upon every thing for its being hid, that - 
as if our Life were bound up with theſe Secrets, 
and all our Felicity dwelt in the Shade of thele 
receſſes, we purſbe this ſearch with indefatiga- 
ble znduſtry, ranſack all corners with as great 
diligence as the Woman fot her loſt piece of Sil-: 
ver, Luke 15.8. ' And as if this were indeed the 
treaſure hid inthe field, ſell 2/that we have, lay 
out our whole ſelves upori the pxrchaſe. | Indeed 
he that ſhall conſider = folemri DER_—_ 
thete 
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there areupon the ſlighteſt, and inconſiderableſt 
 Subjets, with what Advertence and concern 


+ . . Queſtions of this kind are bandied in the world, 


muſt wonder how men can at once be fo ſerious 
and ſo triflizg 3 or that thoſe who can ſay ſo much, 
ſhould not once ask themſelves to what 'pur- 
pole they ſay any thing. Yet what multitudes 
of men are there engag'd in ſuch caſes as this ? 
| When alas, the quarry is not worth half the 
toil, could it be gotten: but what Solomon lays 
of the fluggerd, Prov. 12. 27. that he roſteth not 
that which he took, in hunting, is true of the contra- 
ry temper, theſe over-buſie jpirits whole labour is 
their only reward, they hunt a padow,and chaſe 
the wird; and when they ftrein to their utmoſt 
ſpeed, there 1s ſtill the wonted Diſtance be- 
tween them and their aims; all their eager pur- 
ſuits bring them no acqueſt; but after they 
have traverſt ſo much ground, traced all the 
#1az21 that learned Curioſity could contrive to 
perplex men, and ſtudied to the wearineſs of the 
fleſh,if not to the quenching of the Fpirit too,they 
are {till in the ſame ignorance from whence they 
ſet out, and 'twere well if they were alſo inthe 
ſame donbifulnef: But tHfe unhappineſs of it is, 
they acquire a confidence without any true ground 
of it; and get ſucha Knowledge as may puff ap, 
but not ediffe. This was eminently exemplified 
in the Gzoſticks of old, whoſe vain Chimeras,and 
fooliſh queſtions, as the Apoſtle calls them, Tit. 3-9. 
paſt withthem for ſuch a ſ#perl/ative wiſdom, as 
gave them Inſolence to diſcriminate rag whbm 
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from others by that ſwelling Title, and monopo- 
lize the reputation of g$czexce, which yet if we 
will believe the great Doctor of the Gertzles, 
and he too brought up at the feet of Gamaliel, 
the greateſt Rebb; of the Jews, was ſcience 
fallly ſo called. And God knows, they want 
not ſucceſlors in this as well 'as in other 
particulars, men are ſo poſl:{t with their own 
Phancies, that they take them for 0racles, and 
think they ſee viſions, and are arrived to ſome 
Extraordinary revelations of Truth, when indeed 
they do but dream dreams, and amuſe them- 
felves with the Phantaſtick 7dcs of a buljc ima- 
gination. Yet would they only pleaſe them- 
{clves in the deluſion, the Phrenlie were more 
innocent 3 but like the prouder ſort of Lumatichs,. 
they will needs be Kings and Rulers, impole their 
wild conjeFures for Laws upon others, and de- 
nounce War againſt all that receive them nor. 
And this 1s that which makes the great combuſti- 
on, and confuſion among us 3 for while one man 
Opines one way, another another, and cach will 
obtrude his opizion on every body elſe: 'tis im- 
pollible but the conteſts ſhould be ſharp and end- 
leſs 3 for each man labours under a double Im- 
patience, the oxe of having his own notions re- 
jected, the other of having the quite contrary 
Impos'd on him 3 and though 'tis true the rec;- 
procaluefs of the Injury ought to allay the ,diſ 
pleaſure at it, yet men ſo much more conſider 
what they ſaffer than what they do,that every one 
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ſelf offers without regret. Ahd between winds 
ſo contrary and ſo fierce, 'tis no wonder if forms 
ariſe 5 and in ſich Tempeſt has Religion ſo long 
been toſſed, that it now needs the interpoſition 
of a divine Miraculous power,to keep it from ſink- 
ing 3 for alas, theſe $kirmſhes expire not with 
the firſt Propugncrs of the Opinions 3 they per- 
haps began as ſrgle Duelers, but then they ſoon 
get their troops about them, have their partiſans 
and abettors, who not only enhance, but entail 
_ the feud to poſterity. And indeed this propa- 
ou of Strife; both 1n theſe trifling and the 

ormer more profound ſpeculations, is the moſt 
fatal circumſtance of the whole Caſe: Were it 
not for this, though we might have many Errors, 
we could have zo S&efFs. And if the Church 
might be ſometimes wounded with the darts of 
ſingle Adverſaries, yet ſhe could not be ſfurroun- 
ded and belicg'd with combinations and confede- 
racies. Some (tragling Souldiers might prove 
rexegadoes, but they would not revolt in troops 
and /egjons. We ſhould not have ſuch nume- 
rous Parties, who with the greateſt violation of 
Chriſtian unity,dcnominate themſelves, not from 
the erand author and finiſher of our Faith 3 but 
from the firſt brocher of their Tdoliz'd opinions. In 
the meantime, 'tis a ſad contemplation, that a 
* little azz crriofity ſhould , weigh ſo much, or 
the Churches peace fo little with us - that we 
ſhould ſacrificethe one, to the ſatisfaFion ſhall 


| I fay, orrather to the whettivg and inflaming of 
the other. But 'tis a yet ſadder, that this ſhoule 
chictly 
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chiefly be done by thoſe whoſe learning enables, 
and whoſe profeſſion ſhould devote to the moſt 
noble and moſt profitable Studies ; nay have the 
higheſt obligations to correct thaſe exorbitancies 
in others, which with ſuch 4rt and /ahour they 
propagate and teach. How wenn ſpecta- 
cle is it to ſee our greateſt Heroes like Hercu- 
les at the Diſteffe, thus degenerouſly employed, 
and to find thoſe who were by Chriſt deſignd for 
fiſhers of eMen, thus entertain themſelves like 
childrex, with picking up Sbel/s and Pebbles anthe 
ſhore 3 and which 1s yet more, unmanly wrangling 
about them too. Indeed at this rate, 'tis no 
wonder if they make the diſciples Complaint, we 
have travelled all night and have taken nothing. 
This ſure is ſo little the way to win Souls, that 
he whoſe buſineſs it is to deſtroy them, can very 
contentedly refer them to this method3 can - 
gladly leave us all our nice-and ſubtle I— : 
tions, upon the yery fame ſcore that one of the 
Gothick Commanders adviſed the ſparing ofthe 
Ttalian Schools and Libraries; Let us, ſays he, 
leave them their Books, that whileſt they amuſe 
themſelves with ſuch foes, we may ſubdue them 
at our pleaſure. It is the ſaying of the Wiſe-man 3 
there is a wiſdom that multiplieth bitterneſs 5 and 
ſure if there be a wiſdom acquired by theſe cu- 
rious Enquiries, 'tis of this ſort, ike the Know» 
ledge of Good and Evil attained by our firſt 
Parents, which taught them to know the Good 
only by its lf, and the Evil by its ſezars. Tn- 
deed our too, high, and —— ſpeculations 
C4 ol 
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on the one hand, and our too trivial and unpro- 
fitablc on the other 3 are like the torrid and fri- 
gid Zone, the one conſumes us with its heat, the 
other chills, and benumns us with its co/d ; thar 
turns us to Cirders, this to Tce. Thele little 
rrifling Notions being too light an exerciſe to 
keep heat in our Chriſtianity, which not only 
expreſſes bur maintains its life by ſtrong and v1- 
gorous Motions. And therefore between theſe 
two intermperate, God has provided us an habitable 
Clime, I mean that middle rank of divine truths 
which tend to practice. Here he would have 
us dwell and converſe, fix our thoughts and ſtu- 
dics : Nor necd we fear that they are too dry a 
| ſabject for our contemplation. We ſee as deep 
Speculators, as any now aſſume to be, found 1t 
far otherwiſe. David could entertain himſelf 
with the eMeditations of Gods Law ( not his 
hidden Decrees or counſels) a# the Day, Pſal. 
I19. 97. Nay, it ſeems the Matter was ſo copiows 
and redundant, that it could not be confin d with- 
in that arrow boundary of Time, but invaded the 
night allo 3 forced him to defaulk from his reſt, 
to beſtow on his meditations, T have thought of 
thy Name O Lord in the night ſeaſon, and have kept 
thy Law,Verſe 55. Neither isit a vain expence of 
Time, which it thus tcmpts to, but gives the 


”- happicſt improvement 3 lands at that harbour to 


which all rational ſtudies tend, gives under- 
ſtanding,. Verſe 130. makes wiſe the ſimple, Pſal. 
19. 7.and this alſo in an eminent degree, ſuch 
as fer him above. his teachers, and his —_ 
allo. 
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alſo. Thonthrough thy commandments haſt made 
me wiſer than mine Enemies. TI have more un-+ 
derſtanding than my teachers, for thy teſtimonies 
are my ſiudy. I am wiſer than the aged, becanſe 
1 keep thy commandments, Pſal. 119. 98, 99, 
100. Theſe are high and liberal Elogies of this 
divine ſtudy, and if any ſhall ſeek to divert 
an unwelcome inference by ſaying that David 
ſpoke them only in pious raptures, that they 
were the tranſport of his zeal, rather than the 
cſtimate of his judgment 3 we muſt reſolve the 
objeor far remaved from ſuch religious ex- 
ceſſes, and under the contrary defe@ 3 yet the 
cauſe will ſo well bear an appeal, that he may 
be truſted to conſult farther 3 Jet him adviſe 
with Solomon, whole large deſires and poſleſſi- 
ons too of wiſdom, muſt ſuppoſe him no ſtran- 
ger to its-nature, and he will te}] him the very 
ſame, and that not in his deworter extaſies, but 
in his moſt compos'd ſedate temper, when he ſo- 
lemnly ſeats himſelfin his School, reads Ethicks 
to his diſciples, and profeſſes his defign of 
giving ſubtilty to the Simple, and to the young 
man krowledge and diſcretion, Prov.'1. 4. For if 
his whole book of Proverbs be ſcanned, the fum 
of it will be found to be nothing elſe but an 
—_— to the ſtudy of this praftick Wiſ- 
om. Nay when his own «derſtanding was im- 

proved and advanc'd by experience alſo, when. 
he had not only begg'd but boyght wiſdom, after 
he had given his Curiofity its full unbounded. 
Range, compaſlled the whole Univerſe, and exa- 
2. $4 T_T 
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min'd not only in contemplation, but by ſenſitive 


experiment,whatever therein could pretend to be 

that good forthe ſonsof Men, Eccl.2.3.we find af+ 

ter all this buſie inqueſt, he gives up his verdi@ in 

this form,Eccl.12.13. Let us hear the end of the 

whole. matter, Fear God and keep his Command- 

ments, for this is the Whole Duty of Man - And 

now methinks ſa ſolemn a deciſion of the wiſeſt 

of Men, and he too infpird by the Omniſcient 

God, may be thought of weight enough to ac- 

quieſce in. Yet lince there are ſome who love 

not to weigh in the balance of the Sanftuary,and 

that had rather receive Reſponſes from Delphos 

than from between the Chernbims : Let ſuch at 

leaſt heareventhe Heathen Oracle atteſting $0- 

crates to be the wiſeſt man, becauſe he direfted 

his ſtudies to the »2ora/ part of Learning, which 

he did to ſuch a degree, as ta diſparage all thoſe 

more Airy ſpeculations, which better'd not mens 

Manners, but were only >oy-, LopO-., 4 noiſe and 

clattering of Words. And Pythagoras his School 

defines Philoſophy,Cwn:; & vOpwTr ns xalupsi X; TE® 
aeoTnTathe cleanſing and perfeFing of bumane life, 
which two things are {aid to be done, firſt by Yer- 
tue, whole bulinels it is to remove 7? autgretar wg 
web, the inordination of our Paſſions : Secondly, 
by Truth, which reſtores S&oy &d ©, the Image and 
pourtraiFure of God, And fince this 1s the joynt 
ſatirage both of Religion and Reaſon, why ſhould 
thoſe that pretend to cither defic both,and vain- 
ly conſume, themſelves in unprofitable ſearches? 
Why,,ſhould men wander ta | ſeek beggary and 
| emprineſs 
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emptineſs,who may with far leſs labour be rich at 
home ? 'Alas, 'tis not bare krawledge, how great 
or univerſal ſoever, that can poſlels us of fel:city. 
Were it poſliible for us to have a wiadow into 
Heaven, to ſee all the Divine ſecrets, yet that 
might be but like the Rich mans proſpect into 
Abrahams boſom, while himſelf was in the bottom- 
les pit. They are not only the groff and ;i//iterate 
Souls that muſt feed thoſe flames, the molt Aerial. 
and Sublimated are rather the more proper fuel 
for an immaterial Fire, and the knowledge we 
carry thither, render us the fitter company for 
him,wha knew every thing but how to keep him- 
ſelf happy. It was at once the Obſervatian and 


Wonder of Plutarch, that whereas God has ſe IN 


veral incommunicable properties, as Power and Im- 
mortality. &*c, theſe all men aſpir'd 'to, in the 
mean time negleCted that of Goodnefi, wherein 
he was willing all men ſhould ſhare. And ſure 
there is now cauſe of the ſame complaint, we 
would have Omniſcience and all parts of Divini- 
ty beſides the holineſs, yet alas, thoſe withaut 
theſe would prove but fatal acqueſts, and that 
approach towards being Gods, would only make 
us the more Devils. The only advantagious as - 
well as poſlible way of Aſhtimilation with God is 
by purity, and the wears of that an Attentive 
conſideration of thoſe Divine revelations, which 
are to regulate our prattice 3 theſe at once diſ- 
rence light and warmth, direft and revive the 
Soul - And if men would not exhale vapoxrs to 
cloud and darken them, Eclipſe the cleareſt 


Truths 
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Truths by difficulties of their own creating, no 
man could miſs his way to Heaven for want of 
 Vrghr, and yet ſo vain are they as to think they ob- 
lige the world by involving it in darkneſs, as if 
their Miſts ſhould like that which Watered the 
new form'd Earth, Gew. 2. 6. ſupply the place of 
the dew of Heaven. But certainly to all ſuch in 
their profuſeſt liberalities, we need make no 
other Requeſt than Diogenes did to Alexander,de- 
fire them only that they will not ſtand between ay 
_ and the $»-,intercept its rays, and rob us of that 
which 1s infinitely better than any thing they can 
give us. Were this but obtain'd, we ſhould ſoon 
diſcern the inconſiderableneſs of thoſe things 
whole effects have been ſo ſadly conſiderable to 
Chriſtendom 3 thoſe many Chimeras which we 
wrangle and fight about, would 1n this Sun-ſhine 
appear but Motes that dance in the Air, ( though 
God knows. as we manage them, they are the 
molt luxurious Revels to the Prince that rules 
there.) Were but a St. Pauls doftrine throughly' 
imbib'd, our Curious Arts, WEEKEpYHh YERMPAaTE, 
ſuperfluous unconcerning ſiudies, would as 1t hap- 
pencd, Ads 19. be ſupplanted 3 and our devotion 
if ſufficiently accended, would as theirs, burn up 
innumerable books of this ſort. And ſure as this 
would be the greateſt, ſo it would be the moſt eri- 
umphant Bonfire Chriſtendom ever ſaw, as being 
not only an indication, but a means of the might 
growth, and prevailing of the Word of God, 
which our vain Curiaffties ſerve only to impede 
and obſtruft, while they do as mightily advance 
diſſentions and animoſities amongſt men, CHAP. 
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UT befides theſe two,there isa third Fo- 

menter of diviſions, which either for its 

activity or ſucceſs muſt not ſubſcribe ro 
-1ther of them, and that is Intereſt. This 1s the 
great 7dol to which the world bows : To this we 
pay our devouteſt homage, give it not only our 
knees, but our hearts and as if the making us 
rich were a /ecord Creation, that could cancel all 
the obligations of the firſt: We lacrilegioully en- 
title our profit toall the Prerogatives of a Crea- 
tor, give it an abſolute unlimited dominion over 
us, allow it to preſcribe us all our meaſures of 
good and evil; torulenot only our Keaſor but 
our Paſſzons too, ( a Soveraignty, alas, we would 
never yield to our God) andas it the giving us 
laws were not Empire enough, we permit it to 
| impoſe Religions alſo; for ſure they that obſerve 
how great an influence it has in Church-affairs, 
will conclude it governs more than the ſecular 
part of the world. Andindeed if we look back,. 
we ſhall find 'tis no zovel «ſurpatioz, but though 
void of other Title, has the Preſcription of xany 
ages. Divinity has long fince been made the 
handmaid of Policy, and Religion's modelled by 
<7 | | _ convent- 


RS. SS...O 5 1. ths. 20. £08. 


conveniencies of State. The golden Calves be- 
came venerable deities,when they were found apt 
to ſecure Jeroboams Jealouſtes : And Machiavils 
policy, -that States ſhould ſerve themſelves of Reli- 
gi0n,wasa common pradtice long before 'twas his 
Rule. And this Example of Communities has 
been tranſcrib'd by ſingle Perſons. In the Old 
Teſtament we find frequent mention of thoſe 
mercenary Prophets, that turn'd the office into a 
trade, divin'd for money,nay, ſometimes for more 
contemptible hire, handſuls of Barley and pieces of 
Bread : And in the New we lee the ſame motive 
of Sccular advantage had force enough to turn an 
Eccleſtaſtick,into'a Laick, make Demas degrade 
himſelf, and deſert his Miniſtry, and as it thus 
ſtopt his mouth from preaching the Truth, ſo it 
open'd thoſe 'of Others to divulge Errors. Such 
were thoſe deceivers of whom St. Paul ſpeaks, 
Tit. 1. 11. who ſpake things they ought not for filthy 
lucres ſake. So when the ſame Apoſtle declaims 
the moſt earneſtly againſt the love of 2oney 9s the 
root of all evil, we find he fetches his proof of that 
Charge, from its having made mer erre ſrom the 
faith, 1 Tim. 6. 10. And 'tis St. Peters predicti- 
on, that the moſt damnable Herefies, even the 
denying of the Lord that bought thers, (ſhould be in- 
troduced by thoſe, who throngh Covectouſne!s 
ſhould make m:erchazdize of their Proſelyres, 
' 2 Pet. 2.4. and ſyrethe ever? atteſts the preſage to 
have concern'd morethan the Age immediately 
ſucceeding, there being none of the ſubſequent 
which hath not in ſome degree afliſted, its com- 
| .pletion 5 
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pletion 3 nor have wecauſe to wonder here-at,' 

fince 'tis obvious to diſcern the conjunfion and 
dependence between Covetouſneſs and Hereſie. 
For the Itching ears, the Apoſtle ſpeaks of, being 
an Epidemick diſeaſe, give fair opportunity to 
evety eMountebanktotry his Experiments; When 
men nauſeat 0/4 truths, becauſe . they are ac- 
quainted with them, and embrace doftrines for 
the very ſame reaſon, they ſhould reject them, 
even becauſe they are New : When they love no 
Teachers, but ſuch as thus entertain them, and 
are bountiful tonone but ſuch as they love 3 there 
15 little doubt, but there will be Mzzts enough ſet 
on work, when the Cojrers can thus at once SFamp 
new opinions for their Diſciples, and eMoney for 
themſelves : And God knows they are not a few 
of our Diviſions, that have thence taken birth: 
It will be needſeſs to ravel far into the Records 
of Elder times, every mans memory will be able 
to ſuggeſt to him too many, and too pertinerſt 
inſtances. Upon which refleftion "twill be too 
viſible, that much of ſome mens late pretence to 
Godlinefs was but a real purſuit of Gains and the” ' 
zew light ſerv'd to guide them to their neighbours 
Coffers: And probably many of our Diſputes had 
been ſuperſeded, had not the Authors foreſeen, 
that though they loſt the Queſtion; they ſhop1d: 
gain what they more ſought. A feweſlays: had: 
diſcover'd how much the Populary - were pleas'd 
with Noveltzes, eſpecially ſuch as at once. gratift-" 
ed their Levity and their Pride, by caſting ilbre«: 
fletions on the things or Perſons to whom they: 

| owe 


ac 
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owned a reverence; and the /iberal contributions 


ſuch Teachers met with, ſerv'd ſtill to invite 


more /aboxrers into that work, where without 
the uneaſineſs of a long Expettation, their very 
ſeed-time was their Harveſt, and by ſowing Tares, 
they immediately reaped Gold : *And'tis no won- 
der if ſuch quick returns made them dzligent at the 
trade,induſtrious to provide thole wares they ſaw 
they could put off ſo well. And would to God 
we were ſecure, that this way of Traffick were 
yetatanend, for ſo long as theſe ſpiritual Mer- 
chents canthus impoſe on their credulous Chapmer, 
make them buy one miſchief with another, and 
exhauſt their Eſtates to endanger their Souls, we 
muſt not hope our diſſertions will ever ceaſe, our 

mes ever be extinct, that have ſo much zatter 
to feed them, and ſuch 7wwporturate blaſts to blow 
_ them up. , 

BUT covetouſaeſiis of toounſatiable a nature 
to be contented with one way of ſupply, tis like 
the Sea, that receives the Tribute of a// Rivers 
( though far unlike it in lending any back again) 
_ and therefore thoſe who have reſolv'd upon the 
thriving ſort of Piety, have ſeldom embarkt all 
their hopes in one bottoms, nor lo depended on the 
bounty of their Proſelytes, as to neglect other 
ways of preying for themſelves. They wanted not 
- providence to foreſee, how uncertaina revenue 
popular benevolence is: That the ſame giddy and 
violent humor, which had opened their hands ſo 
wide, might by working another way cloſe them 
ar fafs ; or if their inclinations continued, their 

| | : abilities 
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ebilities mi ght fail ;( athing very poſlible to thoſe, 


| who haveſuch ſuckers) or if both theſe remain'd, 


yet that they were unlikely to grow inproportion 
to their own appetites, and therefore fgund it ne- 
ceſſary to have ſome other reſerve; ahd beſides, 
this way of flattering their willing benefa@ors oute 
of part, contriv'd another of forcing their unwil- 
ling Neighbours out of all their poſſeſſcons : So 
making the {ſpoils of ſome mens honeſty a richer 
booty than that of others foZy. Hence $hiboleths 
found out of Covenants and Engagements,to give 
opportunity of deſtroying a dillenting brother 3 
by this Art a fat benefice became crime and witneſs 
too againſt its Incumbent, and he was ſure to be 
unorthodox, that was worth the pluwdering. Thus 
alas,has the Altar of God been attended,or rather 
invaded by thoſe whole very approech was aguilt, 
that qualified them rather to lay hold on its horns, 
than pretend to its ſervice 3 for ſure that God, 
who has declar'd he hates robbery for burnt-offer- 
ing, cannot much affect Robbers for Prieſts, But 
this is a Theme ſo unpleaſant,I delight not to en- 
large on it, and rather wiſh that the memory of 
it were ſo extinCt, thatit might remain no where 
but in the penitential Litanies of the Offenders 3 
my deſign in the preſent reflection is only to 
make it an evidence how much coveronſreff pro- 
motes our contentions, which ſure 1s not more vi- 
ſible any where than in this inſtance : For where 
there is a deſign of ſupplanting, that neceſlarily 
requires another of accuſing 3 ( even Jezebel her 
ſelf projets not to ſeize on Naboths Vineyard 
without 


) 33s 
without a precedent Gharge ) to comply with 
which necellity, not only the /ives and converſa- 
tions, but the doFrines and opinions of gur moſt 
eminent Divines have been ſtrangely miſrepre- 
ſented,and when that proved not fexce enough to 
" the reputation of their Oppreſlors, they have 
thought fit to change the Scexe, and to combate 
thoſe opinions in their trxe ſhape, upon which they 
could not ſo well faſten their di/zxiſe. I ſhall not 
here needto fay with how much, or how little 
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pretext of reaſon they managed thoſe Diſputes : 


*Tis enough to my purpoſe that ſuch ' Diſputes 
there were, and thoſe founded in the deſire of ac- 
quiring ſecular advantages, which ſufficiently at- 
teſts Intereſt to' be a potent 4bettor of our quar- 
rels. E — Os 
BUT God knows that is a truth of which the 
world affords ſo many proofs, that we need not 
confine our ſelves to this little A-gle of it,or owe 
our convitions only to our domeſtick tranſaFions 3 
ifwe look abroad we ſhall find it too often exem- 
plified. The memorable d:ſturbence given tothe 
Eburct, as well as State of Germany by the Ana- 
baptiſts, is a pregnant inſtance 5 whoſe zew-opz- 
230 was but an expedient of inveſting themſelves 
in ew poſſeſſzons, and their ſecond Zaptiſm2 but the 
Smt 7h oe only the fleſh, but 
the world alſo, which they had renounced in the 
9 | 
| Fl N D would God they had been the only Set 
of Men, whoſe doFrines were ſublervient to their 
intereſts; .for fuch tumultuous afd Plebeiar pro- 
je#t; 


Of the Canſes of Diſputes 3 Chap.ts. 


* RS ad. i a © a. 


— 
_ 


a” Tr TW 2 


Chap.r 5. Thirdly, Intereſt. 


357 


jeFs, though like a oy they make =_ 
ſpoil at the preſent, yet ſoon ſink again. Such 
avowed andexceſſwve greedineſdevours itſelf, and 
the inſiruments by which it wrought : ſo that the 
defeat of the ſecular Deſign, is commonly the 
routing thoſe Opinions, which were formed for 
the promoting it. But when the ſame deſire has 
the advantage of a ſober guidance 3 when Awa- 
rice puts on the Canonical habit, and twilts itſelf 
not only with the praFice of Men, but the do- 
Frines of the Church 3 whea articles of Religion 


| ſhallbe eſtimated by their profitableneſs, and Ec- 


cleſiaſticks diſpute, as Lay-mcn fight for Money 5 _ 
then alas, the »2iſchief ſeems fatal, the dzſeaſe lo 
fixt and radicated, as at once diſcourages, and 
mocks the attempts of cure. | 

THAT this is the caſe not only in a part- 
cular and private Church, but that' which aſ- 
ſumes to be the Univerſal and Catholick 1s, tuo - 
apparent. The one Poſition of the Popes right 
to diſpoſe Kingdoms, out-ſ{trips all other prin- 
ciples of rapine : this is to drive a whole-ſale 
trade, when all other petty Merchants deal but 
for parcels : which as it is a much bolder, ſo is - 
it a more prejudicial attempt than the invading 
of private poſleſhions, and thele Dzo gladii, the 
double armature of S. Peter, a more deſtructive 
Engin, than the tumultuary weapon ſnatcht u 
by a Fanatick: but ſure S. Peter's ſword thingh 
once raſhly managed by himſelt, was never de- 
fign'd to arm his ſucceſſors to invade Kingdoms 7 
This property of it ſeems rather to have becn de- 
A a rived 
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rived from the Pretorian ſonldiers,who inſolently 
aſlumed'the diſpolting of the Empire, wherein 
they at the laſt arrived to that zzppxdexce, that af- 
ter the Death of Pertizax they made oper port ſale 
of it, aigpows x a TILWo,w0 TE X þ 1) 1x5 XEpun” 
Miwv,in a baſe and ſordid manner, as if it had bee of 
common marketable wares : 1 cannot ſay the Court 
of Rome tranſcribes that indecent owning of the 
trafhick ; but it has in other inſtances ſo well at- 
teſted its good managery, that 'tis not very cre- 
dible, that Crowns and Scepters are conferred 
gratis. And to this ſo advantageous a Dottrine 
others bear proportion: Thoſe of Purgatory, In- 
dulgences, and Swpererogation, are ready inſtances, 
wherein the Aſertors themſelves ſeem to be una- 
nimous in nothing but in a joynt reference to 
profit 3 for when they come to minute definiti- 
ons they vary and diſagree 3 fatisfie one another, 
as little as their common Antagoniſts : and there- 
fore in the Council of Trext they prudently choſe 
in their decrees to propoſe the bare Articles backt 
by the Authority of the Church, and Anathemas 
of the Council, as having by precedent diſcuſſi- 
ons of the points in their congregations diſcern'd 
the ſmall accord that was among themſelves, 
when they deſcended to particulars. And indeed 
the Opinions were fo various as to the grounds of 
the Doctrines, that one would wonder how from 
ſo differing premifſes, they ſhould all infer the 

o— 3 were it not that the conſþpiratior 
of Intereſt was too potent for the diverſity of 
Judgment. And ſure 'twas a ſtrange deference 
Was 
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was.given to its; when in- the matter of 1rdul- 
gewces,there was (.by the Teſtimony of their own 
Writers ) four different Opinions, and yet all C4- 
tholick : which moderation towards Speculative 
diflenters, compard with the great ſeverity 
againſt thoſe that oppoſed its Pra&ice, ſpeaks 
loud enough that the Orthodoxy of the point lay 
wholly in the Profitablemeſſ, and that Luther 
himſelf had been no Heretick , had he buſted him- 
ſelf only in ſuch diſquiſitions, as impeded not 
the gaiz of that Doctrine. Nor 1s this merely 
ſurmiſe and conjecture, for if we conſult the 
memorials of thoſe tranſattions, we ſhall find this 
was the thing that moſt alarm'd AXozze, put that 
Court in almoſt as great a commotion, as the birth 
of Chriſt did Herods : and according]y in their pri- 
vate conſults, the cloſer cabals of the Colledge 3 
the ſecuring this part of their. invaded treaſure 
was the grand deliberation,upon which account it 
was, that when Adrian ſhewed ſome Inclination 
to the reforming abuſes both in .this and other 
inſtances, one of his Cardinals who better knew 


| the entrigues of affairs, admoniſht him againſt 


thatunskilful piece of Tngennity, not only from 
the example of his Predeceſſors, who were reſo- 
Jute never to confeſs Faults by ending them but 
by repreſenting to him, © That no reformation 
* could be made, which would not notably di- 


< mini(h the rexts of the Church, which having 


* four foundations, the one Terzporal, the other 
* three Spiritual, Indulgences, Diſpenſations, 
* 2nd Collations of Benefices 3 no one of theti” © 

Aa 27 * could 


360 


* could be ftopped but 4hat one quarter of the 
«© revenues would be cut off. hat a reſem- 
blance this advice carries to the oration of Deme- 
zrizs to his fellow crafts-men, As 19. 25. I need 
not ſtand to demonſtrate, but while ſuch confi- 
derations as this, bear ſway in Church matters, 
where Profit ſhall be the Touch-#one both for faith 
and manners, we are not to wonder if no gainful 
| Tenet be depoſited 3 or Peace bought with that 
py in moſt mens eſteem is of far more va- 
ae. 

AND this is it which ominates ſadly as to 
our diviſions with the Rowaniſts, were our dif- 
ferences merely the produ@t of Heat and Paſſion, 
they would like the ſmaller clefts in the ground, 
want nothing but a cooler ſeaſon to cement and 
cloſe them: but when they are thus form'd into 
an #ntereſt, become the Deſign not of ſingle per- 
ſons or ages, but of corporations and ſucceſſrons 3 
the Breach ſeems like the ſc;ſſures and ruptures of 
an Earthquake, and threatens to ſwallow all 
that attempt to clofe it, and reſerves its cure on- 
ly for omnpotence. Indeed till ſpiritual and ſe- 
cular Concerns be reduced into their proper 
ranks, which arenow mixt and confounded, the 
better to diſguiſe the prepoſterous ſubordination 
of the nobler to the inferior ; till we have for- 
gotten the unhappy Chymiſiry of turning a{,cven 
Religion itlelf info Gold, we muft never hope 
to get out of the Fxrnace 3 our flawes will ſtill 
grow fercer, and with this unnatural effe# to 
conſume not the Droff, but the purer Metal. In 
4 
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a word, till men can ſever themſelves from their 
Avarice and mean purſuits of gain, they will ne- 
ver ceaſe to ſeparate from their brethren. For as 
the moſt ſovereign Balſoms cannot cure a hurt 
while the arrow remains in the fleſh : ſoneither 
can the moſt pacifick Remedies at-all avail,lo -; 
as the ſame worldly 43ms,which made the wound, 
{till Rick in it. 

BUT in the mean time tis a eMelancholick 
conſideration that Chriſtianity ſhould be by its 
Profeſſors thus unworthily proſtituted 3 that the 
many various and oppoſite Religions, for which 
we leverally pretend ſo much zeal, ſhould be but 
divers ways tothe ſame irreligious Endz where- 
in our Elders ſeem to reſemble thoſe in the Sto- 
ry of Suſanna, who when they meant to part 
with each other, yet did unawares meet by the 
impulſe of the ſame Luſt. We find it moved the 


| patience even of the Lamb of God, to ſee his Fa- 


thers houſe made a houſe of werchandize, though 
the Trafhck wasfor the furniſhing of Sacrifices : 
with what abhorrence muſt we think does he now 
behold thoſe, who drive ſo much a worſe trade 
in it : who {cl] not accommodations for worſhip, 
but the worſhip it(elf to accommodate their i#» 
tereſt, and do not only make Gain iz the Tem- 
ple, but of it. A thing the ſacrilegious Rapine 
of our days has made literally true, where be- 


_ fidesthe revenxes, the very fabrick and materials 


of Churches, have been marketable ware : Ju- 
das's good husbandry has been taken up, and ad 
quid Perditio hee ? put as the common eMotto 
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upon every thing that could be ſold for more,nay 
ſometimes for lf than Three hundred pence. And 
as Dionyſims took away the golden beard from 
AX ſculapizs, to reftifie the indecency of the 
Sons having a beard when the Father had none : 
and F#[;ax robb'd the Chriſtian Altars with this 
impious Sarcaſm, ev Woo TXgVECLY UTHpET& T1 0 
Mags vw; - that twas unfit the Son of Mary ſhould 
be ſerv'd in Plate. 'Sodo men now a-days make 
themſelves regulators of holy things, corre@ the 
indecorums of the Sanftuary, that they may rifle 
its treaſures. Thus do we ſee the Apoſtles affirma- 
tion ſadly verified,that thoſe who will be richfall in- 
fo Temptation, and a ſnare, 1 Tint:6.9. Such is the 
oreedinels of a covetoxs appetite, that it ſwallows 
mdiſcriminately whatever looks like prize; and 
rather. than it want its prey, God Himſelf fhall 
be robb'd. Nay, twere to be wiſht in this tn- 
ſtance, that That were all ; but alas, he is wock? 
too, uſed not only xnjuſily, but contumelionſly 5 
we thus make him a property to our ſordid de- 
ſigns, and when he has profeſt that he will not be 
ſerv'd together with eMammor, we attempt that 
which is yet far more blaſphemous,and make him 
pay ſervice to him with whom he diſdainsto ſhare 
it when-paid by others. 

NEITHER is Covetouſneſs the only Yice 
that ſerves its intereſt upon Religion: bur as tis 
made a fa&#or for that, ſoisita cloak and diſzwiſe 
for many other. Ofthis the Catalogues of pri- 
mitive Hereticks give ſufficient witneſs; divers 
whereoſas the Nicolaitans, Cerinthians, Garpocra- 
DS tians, 


”, ww. vv WW © _ W 


Chap. 1 5. 


introduce the moſt be 


Thirdly, Intereſt. 


— '* 5 H 
4 oo 72 
6 , ; 


tans, and Gnoſticks ſeem to have conſtituted di- 
ſtint ſects in Chriſtianity, only that they might 

ſtial parts of Heatheniſi, 
and ; op an aſſociation in Relzgior,when in- 
deed it was in lxſt. How far ſome of ourmodern 
Sects reſemble them in this Particular, I will 
not undertake to pronounce : though there want 
not thoſe who make ſevere, and not improbable 
ConjeCctures concerning it. But whether that be 
the main deſign or no 3 'tis certain both that 
wickedneſs, and many other find great ſhelter 
among them. He that brings reſolution to up- 
hold a Faction ſhall not miſs of Entertainment, 
how many or how great vices ſoever he brings 
with it 3 and he that is of a godly party, ſhall in 
ſpight ofthe loudeſt Guilts be a godly av. So 
meritorious a thing is it in ſome mens account to 
be fuTiows, that it covers the multitude of ſins : 
hence it is that Crimrinals lo frequently fiy to new 
Churches for $an@uary : and 'twill ſtil] be the 
concern of ſuch to have ſo creditable a Reſuge 3 
and therefore we are not to wonder if this Inte- 
reſt combine with the former in promoting our 
Diflentions, 

BUT alas, as it advances thoſe, ſo does it 
our guilt too, that have more than one vile End 
to which we accommodate our Piety : and ſtill 
implies the greater affront to our God, by how 
many the more and baſer iztereſts we ſhroud un- 
der his Patronage. Alas, is it not enough, as Jon 
{peaks, to hide our iniquities in our boſoms, but 
mult we wrap them ia the veil of the SanFuary f 
Aa4 Vie 
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We read that Goats once lent a covering for the 
Tabernacle 3 but here by an impioks Inverſion, 
the Tabernacle muſt lend a covering to the Goats: 
The moſt beſtzal appetites be both concealed and 
preſerv'd under the Shadow of Religion. Plu- 
tarch tells us that when eMarce/#s would have 
conſecrated a Temple joyntly to Honour and 
Vertue, the Prieſts reſiſted it, ſaying, Two Gods 
dwelt not in one Church : and if their wairn deities 
exatted ſuch a ſolemnity of Reſpet, and would 
not be Inmates to oe another, can we think the 
true God will be content to be made ſo to all our 
vileſt Inſts * This is ſure the higheſt Contumely 
to thedivine Majeſty 3 andnever could the abo- 


mination of deſolation more properly be ſaid to 


ſtand inthe holy place than 1n this ſenſe: for as the 
natures oftheſe Guilts are fitly expreſt by abomi- 
ration, lo is the effeF of them by deſolation 3 they 
having brought the moſt fate! miſchiefs on the 
Church. 

AND now would God all that are concern'd 
1m this guilt, would ſoberly ponder the weight of 
it. There are two things of which God has ex- 
preſt himſelf peculiarly Tender, his hozour and 
his Church 5 this1s the invading himin both 3 the 
expoling the oze to Reproach and Contempt,and 
the other toRuine and Deſtruction; and doubt- 


leſs were there nothing of the former, this /ater 


alone muſt be ſadly accounted for. It remains 
yet a CharaQer of infamy upon Achay, that he 
troubled 7/7ael tocnrich himſelf : and on Balaaze 
that he not only loved the wages of iniquity, but 

enſnared 
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enſnared the people in uncleanneſs; and ſure the 
, ſame with many aggravations belongs to thoſe, 
2 | whoby the like unworthy practice, have not on- 
d | lyrendred the Church a prey to foreigners, -but 
- | made it ſo to 3tſef; engag'd one part of it againſt - 


e another, till the whole is ſo waſted, that our 
d | Feligion ſeems now nearer extinCtion, than' our 
's | quarrels abut it, 

's | 

d - 
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j- FOURTH grand contributer toour 
y A diſſentions is Paſſzo7, which being by 

A Godand nature placed in a ſubſerviency 
to reaſon, when 1t quits its proper ation and 
d aſlumes empire, it muſt needs diſorder and 'fub- 
}f | vert not only the State of the Mjrd, but of eve- 
&- | ry thingupon which it has an Influence. I ſhall 


d | nothereattempt any Philoſophical diſcourſe ei- * 


1e ther of their ature or zxmber ; all that concerns 
d | thepreſent enquiry falls under one of theſetwo, 
t- our love, or our hate; and 1s either Kindneſs and * 


er | Prepoſleſſion, or Spight and Prejudice : For the 
ns | firſt of theſe 'tis a thing which common experi- 
1 | ence atteſts to be a molt forcible corrupter of 
#: | theunderſtanding, which being by native right 
ut | delign'd a Judge, is by this interrupted in its 


office, 
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offce, not permitted to make thoſe impartial En- 
quiries,on which a right ſexterce ſhould be found- 
ed : But ( as it fares ſometimes with Magiſtrates 
in Popular infurreftions ) forced to give counte- 
nance to its own wzolation, to own not its proper 
native dictates, but ſuch as are preſented to it, 
 .oby the prejudicate Phancy. And as it thus lays 
reſtraint upon the ſ#perior part of the Mind, keeps 
the underſtanding in fetters, ſo( to complete the 
inverſion ) it takes off all ties from the zxferior : 
Gives not only licence,but incitation to the other 
Paſſions to take their freeſt range, to a&t with 
the utmoſt impetuoſity. And ſure there can no- 
thing more be requir'd,to render it a moſt apt i#- 
frument of Tumult and Confuſion. For when 
every opinion that is taken up, ſhall inſtead of 
reaſon and argument, arm itſelf with heat and vio- 
lence, there can be no end of contending. And 
the truth of this is, God knows, too ſadly diſcer- 
nible in our Church-controverſies, which derive a 
great deal of their warmth and bitterneſs from this 
Fountain. | 

O F this prepoſleſiion there are two Sorts, 
the one relating to DoFrine, the other to Per- 
ſons, by the firſt 1 mean nota ſober conſtancy to 
thoie principles which being firſt imbibed by edu- 
cation, are alterwards retain'd upon Judgment, 
but an eager zexacity of Opinions, not ſo much 
upon Truth or Evidence, as upon aconfus'd irra- 
tional kirdneff, a Platowich, love of ſome Do- 
arines merely for themſelves, and then making 
them the Sandards, by which all othersare tobe 
meaſured : 
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meaſured : And this kind of Prepoflefiion is no 
Stranger in the world, there being multitudes of 
a men, who aſlert opinions with all imaginable ve- 
hemence, who can give no better ground oft, 
r but becauſe they like them : And as the wiſer ſort 
t, | chuſe a Tenet, becaule 'tis right, ſo theſe con- 
'£ clude 'tis right, becauſe they have choſen it. And 
DS having thus cnamourd themſelves of their Helene, 
1e they expeCt all ſhould adore, nor can he eſcape 
& the note of Profaneneſs that refuſes. By this ab- 
cr furd partiality it is, that ſome dodGrines, which 


th would themſelves 1ll abide the Teſt, are become 
"i the Toxch-Stone both of Dottrines and Men, and 
ſo no Opinion or Perſon ſanftiftied which bears not 
N | thisimpreſs. I need not ſtand to give inſtances, 
of | either ofthe Do&rines or the unhappy influence 
0- | thiseſpouſing of them has had on our diflentions 3 
nd | but indeed this kind of Prepoſſeſſzor is oftentimes 
I- | theconſequent of another ; and this great verera- 
- 4 | #0 of ſome Opinions is founded 1a the reverence 


"TE of their Authors. Men takeup a confidence of 
the learning or ſanity of a Perſon, andthen a 
ts, | his otiors are received implicitly,ſ{tritly embra- 
er- | ced, but not ſo much as {lightly examin'd , 
to and this admiration of mens. Perſons, has in all 
u- | ages been of huge mi/chief to the Church, has 
nt, | nurſt up private Phancics into ſolemn pablick Er- * 
ich | rors, and givenan unhappy perpetuity to many 
Ta-| Heterodox opinions, which would elſe have expt- 
20-| red with their firſt propugrers. This ſeems to 
wg] have been foreſeen by St. Pal, when he ſo car- 
be neſtly exhortsthe Corinthians againſt the aſcri- 
: bing 
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ing their Faith to their ſeveral reſpeRtive Teach- 
ers: But ſure I am, 'twas ſadly experimented by 
the ſucceeding Chriſtians, who-owed many of their 
diviſions to it. A pregnant inſtance hereof was 
the Milenzinm, which in ſpight of its improba- 
bility prevail'd log, and almoſt an7verſaly againſt 
the Truth upon the ſtrength of Authority. Papias 
a holy man and Scholar of S. Johz, having deli- 
vered it, the eſteem: of his Perſon canoniz'd his 
mriſtake,.and men choſe rather to admit a do@rine, 
whoſe unagreeableneſs to the Goſpel-Oeconomy 
rendred it {uſpicious,than think an Apoſtolick mar 
could ſeduce them. And the force of this is yet 
more conſiderable, when 'tis remembred that it 
found Proſelytes, not only among the Yulgar, who 
are commonly flexible to any new Impreſlion, 
but among thoſe of a higher rank, men that were 
lights in their generation : Juſtin Martyr and Ire- 
£49 having own'd the Opinion, and intimated it 
to have been received by many others no leſs Or- 
thodox ; andifſuch a ſeduftion could prevail, fo 
early in thoſe purer times, before mens intereſts 
orſpleen were adopted into their Religion, and 
begot voluntary errors, it I ſay the mere reputa- 
tion of a Teacher was then ſingly ſo operative 3 
we cannot wonder atits efficacy in conjunction 
' with thoſe auxiliaries, which worſer times have 
brought in. What concurrence of thoſe there 
wasin the ſeveral Hereſies, which after infeſted 
the Church, ITſhall not now examine, but 'tis vi- 
ſible that many of them grew confiderable,chiefly 
from the fame of their Authors; thus Tatianw up- 
on 
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on the credit of being Juſtin eMartyr's diſciple, 
had an advantage to diſſeminate his errors, and 
not only his, but thoſe of Origer, Apol/inaris and 
Novatws, gain'd abettors from the reputed Ortho- 
doxy of the Perſons that propos'd theens, who ha- 
ving aſſerted the Faith in " points, were qua- 
lified the more proſperoully to oppole it in other. 

NOR has it been only the miſhap of elder 
times to have felt the miſchiefs of ſuch prepoſle(- 
fion; the diſeaſe has ſtill advanced,and every day 
improved in worle effeF, by how much men have 
more degenerated from primitive integrityz{o that 
the eaſte Proſelyte is now in danger, not only from 
the blindneſs, but the treachery of his guide, and 
is often led out of the common road, as thieves 
draw paſſengers into by-ways for the better oppor- 
tunity of robbing them : But 'tis not my preſent 
buſineſs to ſend Hue and cry after them, to exa- 
mine what the intentions of thoſe leaders are,who 
miſguide their tractable admiring foZowers : *tis 
enough for my purpoſe to obſerve, that thoſe 
who ſo deliver up themſelves ina blind aflent to | 
the dictates of any man, are in his power to be 
abuſed by him if he pleaſes : I ſhall leave it to 
others, to eſtimate the probability that they ſball 
not be actually fo : But certainly this may be ſaid, 
that theſe /afer ages have beyond all the former gi- 
ven Opportunities of ſeducing to any that will uſe 
them. The one eſtabliſht Doctrine of infal/ib;- 
lity among the Romaniſts is eminent for ts propri- 
ety that way, while under pretence of ſubmiſſion 
to ſomething they call 7-fa/ible, 'tis evident that 
the 


" 
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the faith of the ignorant Vulgar reſolves itſelf 
to that which they — moſt falible z 
the Doctrine of their immediate Teachers. But 
indeed take it atthe beſt, ſuch a perſwaſion is not 
only an er) in itſelf, and an apt foundation for 
innumerable others, but it neceſlarily renders 
them incorrigible 3 the leaſt retraftionof a wi- 
ftake being ſo inconſiſtent with the claim of i»fal- 
libility, that while they retain the owe, they muſt 
never attempt the other, nor can they ceaſe to 
Erre, till they confeſs it poſſible they may do ſg. 
How much more than poſlible-that has been, the 
many Innovations of that Church fufficiently 
witneſs 3 and conſequently the danger of preſu- 
ming upon the unerrableneſs of a guide. But 
would all that wpbrazd it there, were themſelves 
ſecure from it, and that many did not in their pra- 
Gice tranſcribe that decried doGFrine, and that 
too with the improvement of worſe circumſtances. 
I muſt call them worſe, by how much the probabi- 


lities of Erring are greater under the extempora-_ 


ry condutt of a Private perſon, than the fixt rules 
of a community, and by how much again the vo- 
Iuntary enſlaving my ſelf is more excuſeleſs, than 
that which the principles of my Profeffion, and 
conſequently a ſeeming obligation of Conſcience 
expoſes me to. And as to the matter of Fad, I 
think 'tis evident enough, that the admiration of 
mens Perſons is a ſpreading diſeaſe that has over- 
run Chriſtendom 3 and though a great part of it 
inveigh againſt i#Flicit ſaith, yet if it be through- 
ly ſcanned, *twill appear 'tis rather the obje& than 

the 
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the a# we differ about. He that vehemently op- 
poſes thathomage to the Conclave, will yet tame- 
ly pay it toa Claſſzs : and he that refuſes itthere, 
yields it to the Votes of a Congregational Church 3 
or if he hold out againſt that too, yet chuſes to 
himſelf ſome private Teacher on which tocaſt it : 
Like Micah, Judg. 16. Makes him a Teraphim and 
4 Prieſt too, for his private uſe; and then confi- 
dently conſults his Oracle, and has nothing to do 
but believe its reſpoxfes. Nay, that which makes 
the matter yet more ſadly ridiculous, 1s that the 
very Oppoſition to ove Uſurpation makes them 
deliver themſelves up to another. How many, 
when they have heard a Preacher rail fiercely at 
the Pope, have preſently made him zheirs, and 
ſuppoſing that Zeal an i»dication of a ſafe guide, 
have given him as abſolute a rule of their Conſci- 
ences, as that he exclaim'd againſt ( perhaps En- 
vied ) elſewhere: And the like inſtances might 
be given among our other diflenting parties. And 
this has taught ſome Seducers a lucky artifice, 
made them obſerve to what opinions their Proſe- 
lytes had the greateſt averſion, and by comply- 
10g with their anger ſo ſteal away their /ove, that 
they might after lead them to what they pleas 'd, 
yea,perhaps to that which they ſomuch detefted : 
For there want not examples of ſome, whohave 
by back ways been brought to thoſe Opinions, 
which at firſt they moſt defied. What have been 
the attempts or ſucceſ# of the Emilſlaries of Rowe 
this way, I ſhall not pronounce, though fome 
(not improbably ) ſpeak them grea. 

FROM 
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FROM this blind and paſſionate efteexe of ſe- 
veral Teachers have flowed many pernicious con- 
ſequents, particularly thoſe diſtinct Appellations, 
which form differences into SeFs, many of which 
expreſly own this original, by bearing the names 
of their firſt Authors. I might here put them in 
mind, that they are iZegitimate perſont, whom 
our Law direds to write with an alizs, and ask 
them, whether the Church from their ſuperinduced 
name, has not cauſe ſo to repute them. But I am 
ſure I may with the utmot ſeriouſneſs ſay, that 
this praGice is to the great violation of Chriſtian 
unity, and reproach of Chriſtian profeſſion, 
which ſeems to be abandon'd and diſown'd by us, 
who inſtead of denominating our ſelves from the 
Hnthor and finiſher of our Faith, find out new Pa- 
trons, as if we were aſham'd of our firſt Relation. 
Alas, how isthe title of Chriſtian, which was fo 
gloriows to the Primitive owners, that they gladly 
bought the occaſion of boaſting it with Torments 
and Death, become ſo deſpicable to #7,that every 
the obſcureſt name is courted to ſupplant it. 
Have any of our 1dolized readers bought their In- 
tereſt in us ſo dear as Chriſt has done, why then 
are we rather ambitious to be accounted their de- 


ment, 1 Gor. 1.13. when he refutes their fatious 
entituling themſelves to Paxl and Apolo, &c. by 
asking them if Paw! were crucified for them : And 
indeed he there ſays ſo much upon this point, that 
I need only refer the Reader thither to learn, ei- 


ther the ywreaſonableneſs of this Schiſmatical o_ 
| or 
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pendants than his? 'Tis the Apoſiles own argu- 
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for our ſeveral Teachers;or the zzevitable conten- 
tions and animoſities which ſpring from it 3 only 
let me obſerve, that every of his Arguments are 
more preſſing upon #9, than on the Corinthians 3 
thoſe taken from the unreaſonableneſs ſure are 
by how much the #az2es we ſo adore areleſs vene- 
rable than thoſe of Pax and Cephesand Apolo,and 
thoſe from the conſequencies are io allo. For 
thoſe Teachers were induſtrious to prevent, 
whereas ours commoaly are no. leſs buſite to pro- 
mote contentions On their behalf, and ſo we are 
more aſcertain d never to want them. | 
BUT beſides this 4zzder prepolleſhion towards 
ſome mens perſons, there is another of a different 
nature, a ſiniſter one. I mean prejudice and dif- 
guſt ; and this has done no leſs harm in Eccleſia- 
ſtical affairs than the former. Men take up piques 
and diſpleaſures at others, and then evety opinion 
of the diſliked perſon muſt partake of his ſate,and 
be engaged in the quarrel] : Nor will thoſe that are 
enemies ever allow one another the honour of be- 
ing in the right : Nay, ſome have been ſo per- 
verſly zzaliciows, that they have given up their 
underſtandings to their ſpleen, forlakenan Opini- 
on themſelves approved, only that they might 
find matter of conteſt with one they maligned. A 
memorable inſtance of this Socrates gives in his 
Eccl. Hiſt. in Theophilus Biſhop of Alexandria, 
who having formerly atteſted the Orthodox, be- 
lief, that God was incorporeal; yet upon a fud- 
den indignation againſt Dioſcorws & his brethren, 
who maintained the Tenet, he embraced the con- 
B b trary 
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trary Hereſie of the Arthropomorphites,that ſo un- 
der the Colour of a difference in faith, he might 
the more advantageouſly purſue his malice; & the 
Effects of it were very Tragical, not only to pri- 
wate perſons 1n Tumult and Bloud-ſhed, buttothe 
Church by reviving that Error, which was before 
near expiring, and might as Socrates affirms, 
have lain 1n the duſt, had it not been thus awa- 
ken'd. And indeed in Church-ſtory ſcarce any 
thing occurs more frequently than examples of 
thoſe, who upon private grudges have either be- 
gun or fomented Herefics and Schiſms. Thus 
Marcicn being denied the Communion of the As- 
mar Church, having before by a ſcandalows crime 
been cut off from his own, he reveng d himſelf by 
_ — publiſhing his dereſiable do@rine: In like manner 
Miletizs upon a diſpleaſure at Peter Biſhop of 
Alexandria, firſt ſeparated from the Church, and 
after took part with the Arians - So allo Lucifer 
incenſed at Exſebizs for not approving of his 
Eledting Parlzs to the Sec of Artioch, broke 
Communion, and gave both riſe and denominati- 
on toa new Se&. The like 1s ſaid of Apol/inaris, 
that he was excired to the broaching his Hereſie 
by his impatience of the Excommunication 1n- 
flited on him and his Father, by Theodotws Biſhop 
of Laodiceas and ſeveral others might be given 
to the ſame purpoſe, out of the Records of thoſe 
firſt Ages. | 


AN D certainly the World ſeems not to have + 


- ſo much improved in- weekrefs lince, as that we 


fhould think the ſame principle is not ſtill as ſc 
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«Five; and iſthe Task were not more envious 
than hard, many recent inſtances might be given 
to Parallel the former, eſpecially of ſuch as ha- 
ving juſtly ſmarted zxder the ſtroke of Eccleſiaſti- 
cal diſcipline, have ſought to revenge themſelves 
both or it and the infliors, by Factions and Tu- 
mults 3 ſo making the pxblick at once cloak the 
Infamy, and bear the charge of their particular + 
rancors. But this is a Subject neither grateful nor 
neceſlary to be more diſtincily ſpoken to. One 
may however inthe general ſay,that where theſe 
private Animoſities are any thing violent, they 
uſually beat down all Conlideration of publick 
good. Hiſtorians obſerve of Themiſtocles, thar he 
always thwarted the Counſels of Ariſtides, not 
that he thought it the Intereſt of the Commun- 
wealth,but his own, to keep down the growing re- 
putation of his Competitor : AndI fear that envis 
ous artifice has been too often tranſcrib'd,as well 
in Eccleſtaſtick , as in Civil Tranfations: No de- 
trizent is thought ſo formidable to a malicious 
mind,as the "——_ of his Adverfary 3 and pub- 
lick Ruptures ſhall ſti]] be allowed to widen, till 
they ſwallow up the whole, rather than he will 
cloſe with his Antagoniſt, The Hiſtory of the 
Scottiſh Church gives at appoſite Example of this 
in a ruling Presbyter, who being by King James 
advis'd with about the readmittingg Marquiſs 
Huntley, and preſt with the preſent ex1gencies of 
Church and State, which requir'd it, gave his 
final anſwer inthele terms. Well Sir, I ſee you re- 
ſolve to take Huntley in devonriif you do, I will op- 
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poſe it,chuſe whether you will loſe him or me,ſor both 


you cartnot have. Some may think the greateſt 
propriety of this inſtance lies to ſhew the inſolence 
of that Tribe towards Majeſty 5 but however 
'tis not impertinent to the matter in hand alſo; 
and ſhews how l:ght the greateſt publick concerns 
are,when zzalzce 15 the counterpoize: And indeed 
the Naturaliſts experiment, that flame will not 
mingle with flame, never juſtifies itſelf better 
. than when applied to minds thus accended, which 
however they may meet in mutual flaſhes, can 
never zxite and incorporate : The ſadneſs of it is, 
that they ſhould only conſpire to commor: vaſta- 
tion, and make the Church itſelf a burxt-offer- 
Ing. 

T HUS fatal have our ſeveral ſorts of prepoſ- 
ſeſſions been to our Religion, for as if that were 
the common Enemy, our moſt diſtant contrary 
Aﬀedtions, our love ahd our hate equally annoy 
 1t; thoſe brutiſh parts of us our Paſſions, which 

like the beaſts -m au the Law, were never to: be 
brought into the Temple, . but for ſacrifice, are 
zow found there upona far differing account, not 
to be ſlain, but ador'd; like the Egyptian Ifis and 


Oſzris, enſhrin'd to receive our Devotions, for 
that the Zeal we pretend elſewhere is really pai 
to them, is alas, too mamtfeſt. 
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O theſe ſeveral cauſes of our diſtrations 
we may add another,which though in its 
original it may ſeem more i#nocent, yet 1s 

in its conſequents no leſs perniciows, and that is a 
miſtaken Zeal, which as it is fire to all. about it, 
ſo1s it wind to itſelf,, fans and irritates its own 
flames, and by a confidence that it does well, ga- 
thers ſtill freſh vigour to do ore. How great the 
force of ſuch an Erroneous perſwaſion 1s, we may 
collect from our Saviours premonition ta his Dil- 
ciples, when he tells them, that thaſe who kill'd 
them ſhould think they did God ſervice 3 and if Aur- 
der, and that of Apoſiles tao, could by the eMa- 
gick of blind Zeal be ſatransform'd, we muſt not 
wonder to find other Cri#2es ſo too. And what 
Chriſt thus faretold was after eminently exempli- 
fied in St. Paul, whom the Holy Writ repreſents 
under all the Phraſes that may denote a virulent 
perſecutor, as breathing out #hreatnings and 
flanghter, making havock of the Church, and in 
his own words, Perſecuting that way unto the 
Death, and being exceedingly mad againſt them 3 
and all this he did being Zealous towards God, 
and out of a perſwaſcor: that he ought to do many 
things contrary to the name of Jeſs, as we find 
| Bb 3 nn 
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jn his Apologie to his countrey-men and King 
Aerippa, Ads 22.2. & 26.9. 

AND ofthe abetters of thoſe Novel dodrines 
which after-times produced, we have reaſon to 
think many wereof this Sort, eſpecially in thoſe 
Hereſtes, which though they carried ſecret ve- 
nome inthem, had yet a plunſible appearance of 
SanQity and Devotion; ſuch was that of the 
Freratites, which ſeem'd to be founded in the 
venerationof two great Vertues Contimence and 
Temperance, though by extending them beyond 
the due limits, they loſt that Jpbriety they too 
ſtrictly embraced, and became znordinate intheir 
Continence, and exceſſrve in their Abſtinence - 
Such again were the Exchite or AMeſſalians, who 
made the whole bulineſs not only of religzon but 
even of life toconſiſt iz preying3 and though by 
It they evacuated all other ends of both, yet ha- 
ving the Jetter of a Precept, and the pretence of 
Devotfon on their ſide, 'twas a proper bait for 
thoſe who had much Zeal and little Knowledge. 
In like manner the Nowetiars Herefie had lo glo- 
Tious an inſcription of Purity, as was very aptto 
attrat well meaning Soulsz who ſeeing it bid 
ſuch expreſs defiance to Apoſtaſie, could nat 
ſuſpe& that it was itſelf any defe&ion ſrom the 
faith 5 and accordingly fome of that Sed ap- 
proved their conſtancy in times both of Heathen 
and Ariaz perſecutions. Nor muſt we be ſoun- 
charitable to the modern times, asnot to believe 
many have aCted upon the like Principles, and 

meant'truth and piety, even while they actually 
| promoted 
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promoted the contrary. But how fincere ſoever 


the purpoſes of ſuch ſeduced Perſons were, yet 
tis evident the Church has ſuffered noleſfs by 
them,than by the more crafty deſigners : their miſ- 
guided piety has made as great and incurable Rup- 
tures, as the molt flagitzows blaſphemies of others. 
And when a rezt 1s once made, it matters little, 
whether it were done by error or malice ; nay 
perhaps as to the hopes of repairing, the former 
may be the more deſperate : for whereas he that 
knowingly commits an ll, has the Upbraidings of 
his own Conſcience towards his reducing 3 theſe 
on the other ſide have its Cheriſhings and Encon- | 
ragements, toconftirm and animate them. And 
doubtleſs they are great advantages which Satan 
has in all ages made of ſuch Perſons, whom he 
ſeems ta have deluded in the ſame manner, that 
Medesz 1s \aid to have done the daughters of Pe- 
leas, whom ſhe perlwaded to hack their aged Fa- 
ther 1n pieces, in hope that by her Magick, he 
ſhould not only recover life but youth : fo theſe 


_ rend and tear their Mother the Church, out of a 


hope no leſs delufive, of reſtoring her priſtize 


beauty and vigor 3 how far the event parallels it 


alſo, the dying ſtate of Chriſtianity does too fads 
ly teſtifie. 

NOR has it only been the Heat of Erring 
perſons that has been thus miſchievous, but ſome- 
times mer of right judgments have too much con- 
tributed tothe breach of Unity, and the inteme, 
perate and imprudent Zeal of theſe hath ſerv'd to. 
exaſperate the miſtaking earzeſtneffof the other : 
| | Bb 4 | this 
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this happens ſometimes for want of diſtinguiſh- 
ing between the Eſſertials and Circumſtantials of 
Religion, and ſa looking upon a miltake in the 
Later with the deteftation proper only to the per- 
verting of the former 3 by this means thoſe who 
| haveentirely embraced the ſame faith, have yet 
violated charity and broken communion : ſuch 
ſlight minute differences when magaged by eager 
Spirits being calily blown up into ſolemn and 
laſting contentions ſo that the Diſputes rais'd 
about ſome piz or -ait of the Temple; have ſome- 
times ſhaken and endanger'd the whole Fabrick , 
robbed the Church of that fraternal unity which 
was its faſteſt cement, and ſureſt ſupport. OF 
this we needno more apt inſtance from Antiquity 
than that which has beenalready-mentianed upon 
another occaſion, I mean Yidors unbrother-like 
Heat towards the Eaſtern Churches in the cox 
troverſie about Eafter, which had fomented that 
Difference into a Schiſm,which the mecker Pic-* 
ty of his Predeceilorsthought no ground of a- 
kindneſs, much leſs of Separation,as Irenews more 
at large tells him 3 And probably had men in all 
the ſucceeding Apes: deliberately poiz'd the Er- 
rors they oppos'd, and proportiond their Dif- 
pleaſure but to the juſ? weight of them, many of 
our diſputes would have been ſo. calm'd, that they 
ſhould never have become quarrels, But many 
in this particular have only usd the Toxch-ſtone, 
not the 8cales: and of Opinions-that are er- 
roneous, conſider not which are more or leſs per- 
nicious, but with an equal violence fly at all, ” 
| 
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if the Stoical opinion concerning Sins had pre- 
vail'd in Frrors alſo, and that all were reſfolv dto 
be of the ſame ſ1ze. 

BU T eveninthoſle of the higheſt kind it may 
perhaps be doubted,whether #00 eager an oppoſition 
have not ſometimes done hurt, eſpecially in thoſe 
Doftrines which relate to the myſterious parts of 
Religion, wherein a zovelty is at firſt lookt upon 
with ſome horror, and many are willing rather 
to condemn in groſsthan nicely to examine: Who 
yet when they find this done for them by Ortho- 
dox perſons, they think they may with ſuch a 
guide venture to wade into the queſtion, where 
many times the izſinuations .of Error are ſo ſub- 
tile, that all their A-tidotes ſecure them not from 
znfeftion, but they are themſelves captivated 
where they expected only to trizmph. Neither 
want there thole of the Y#/garthat are of a more 
7nſolent temper; and out of a vanity of making 
themſelves Vmpires between learned men, gree-. 
dily read the writings of both Parties, who'yet 
are able to make no ſolid judement of either 3 and 
when 'tis remembred how many popular artifices 
there are to byaſſe ſuch perſons, we muſt con- 
feſs that 'Truth hath many to one Odds againſt 
her : Beſides, pablick argning oft ſerves not only 
to exaſperate the mzinds, but to whet the Wits of 
Hereticks, and by ſheying them the weak parts of 
their Doctrines, prompts them to rally all theix 
Sophiſtry to fortifie them, that what they want of 
truth and reaſon, may be ſupplied with falacy and 
little colours; and Experience ſhews how fitly 


that 
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that kind of Logick is accommodated to the 
greateſt part of the World. In ſhort, it ſeems 
not improbable, that many Hereſies owe much 
of their growth to the improper means of erad:- 
cating them : and have acquir'da reputation from 
the 5Hir that was made about them. Thus £0- 
crates tells us that Alexerders letters about the 
Arian Herelie ſerv'd to ſcatter that peftilent in- 
fetion the more abroad, and combin'd men into 
parties, ſo that the whole world became the 
Scene of that long Tragedy, which poſlibly 
might have had a ſhorter and better iſſue, had 
not the notice of the Controverſie been (o early 
diſperſt. . 
BUT itthe Attempts of the Pex have often 
roved ſo unfit, it may be confider'd whether 
thoſe of the ſword are not more fo, and fighting | 
be not a worſe expedient than diſputing : and cer- 
tainly we have great reaſon to conclude in the 
affirmative, if we weigh either the Injuſtice, or 
Unreaſonableneſs of it. I know there want not 
thoſe who have thought the propagating Reli-_ 
gion by Arms not only lawful but meritoriows,and 
that in order to the planting it in a Nation, the 
ſoil may be mellowed with the bloud of the Inha- 
bitants3 nay the old extirpated, and ew Colo- 
nies planted. But we are to remember that as 
- God is the #niverſal e Monarch of the World, ſo 
We have all the relation of feZow-ſubjeFs to 
him, and can pretend no farther juriſdiction 
over each other, than what he has delegated to 
us: aad ſure twould be ard to produce any com- 
| miſſion 


md | WW ww WW &f oO 


Chap. 17. Fifthly, Zeal. | 383 


—— 


miſſion from him for the invading a Nation only 
becauſe 'tis not of our Faith. Tis ſure, thoſe to 
whom he firſt eatruſted the promulgating of the - 
Goſpel had far different inſtrudions, and 'twere 
fit our zew Evangelifts ſhould ſhew, their Jater 
authority for this ſanguinary Method 3 in orderto 
which though ſome have made ule of the Opini- 
ox of (ome Schoolmen, that dominion 3s founded 
in Grace, yetas thatis but an Opinion, ſo were 
it admitted as ths moſt certain Truth, ir could 
. never warrant any enterprize of this kind, for 
ſuppeſing that a people by wanting ſpiritual 
Bleſſings did loſe all their right. to. temporal, yet 


_ that Forfeiture muſt devolve only to the Su- 


preme Lord, and when as God in another caſe 
asks, where is the bill of divorce © Eſay 50. 1. ſo 
*we may demand of theſe zealous Invaders, where 
is the bill of aſſagrment, by which that right was 
transferr'd to them? In ſhort, peace is the moſt 
valuable bleſſing of humane life, and we cannot 
without injuſtice deprive man of ir, though we 
could as we pretend, give them tr«th inclieu of 
itz for maugre the Proverb, that Exchange will 
Still be robbery, where the parties are compelld to 
make it. But alas, 'tis a vain imagination to - 
think that Religion can be thus impos'd : or 
that we can bind the underſtandings and wills of 
men, with the ſame fetters we do their bodzes 5 
'tis true indeed the Apoltle tellsus there is « way 
of bringing every thought into Captivity to the obe- 
dience of Chriſt, but he tells us withal that the 
weapons, by which that Victory is atchieved, are 
not 
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rot Carnal, 2 Cor. 10. 4. Indeed did Religion con- 
fiſt only in ſome external conformities, external 


, Force might bear ſome proportion to it ( which 


perhaps 1s the cauſe that the one is moſt us'd by 
thoſe whole religion 1s moſt eminent for the 
other _) but 'tis ſeated in thoſe faculties to which 
outward violence can have no acceſs. Alas, 'tis not 
whole Armies can beſtege my reaſor,nor Cannons 
battermy wif}, 'tis convidion not force, that muſt 
induce Aſflent 3 and ſure the Logick of a con- 


quering Sword has no great propriety that ways . 


Silence indeed it may,but convince it cannot - Its 
ehcacy rather lies' on the other fide, breeds 


averſion and abhorrence of that Religion, whoſe 


firſt addreſs is in bloud and rapine : nor do ſuch 
attempts gain any thing to the Cauſe but the i»- 
famy of thole rigars which are us'd to promote 
it, And ſure fince this piece of Mahumetar 
Zeal has been tranſplanted into Chriſtendors, it 
has been much more miſchievous than in its na- 
tive ſoil. Chriſtianity having been infinitely 
more oppreſled by thoſe that thus fought for it, 
than thoſe that were in Arms agaizſt it. Whe- 
ther upon this ſcore the Pope have not done her 
more harm than the Turk, I leave to confidera- 
tion. 
BUT whatis here ſaid of the mil;tary Sword, 
T intend not ſhould be applied tothe Civil; ferl 
treat not here of thoſe legal puniſhments, which 
Magiſtrates inflict upon their diſobedient Sub- 
jects 5 who indeed may juſtly nay indeed muſt ne- 
cefarily require Conformityto Eccleſtaſtical laws, 
oF as 
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as well as the Civil : the Eruptions in the one 
commonly overflowing the other alſo, and Schiſwe 
uſually ending in Rebe/jon; lo that 'tis appa- - 
rently their intereſt to guard themſelves from 
thoſe riotous effefts of pretended zeal; nor is 
it Jeſs their duty, they being as the Ancients 
expreſsit, Cuſtodes mtrinſque tabule in St. Paul's 
language, the miniſters of God, Rom. 13. and in 
Conſtantines dialeCt, Eniozoro: weys Ta ezw,Biſhops 
in the whole outward adminiſtration of the Church, 
and if Hereſie or Schiſm be a ſz, are by their pla- 
ces obliged to approve themlelves avergers 3 to 
execute wrath noleſs there, than in other -cir- | 
cumſtances - And that they are fins and of no 
ſmall bulk, none can doubt that obſerves Hereſte . 
ranked, Gal. 5. with Idolatry, Witchcraft, hatred, 
mmrders, and other fins of the fleſh 3 or $chiſm 
markt out by the Apoſtle to the Hebrews, as a 
kind of petrifying crime, which induces that in- 
duration, to which the fearful expectation of 
wrath is conſequent, for ſo we find, Heb. 10. 26. 
that forſaking the aſſemblies is lookt on as previ- 
ous to Apoſtaſie and final defection : And there- 
fore ſure the Magiſtrate can do nothing kindet 
even to the Offenders than by taking their fin 
early, prevent that fatal growth of it. But that 
his juſt power thus reſcued, I may aſlume my 
former aſlertion, and conclude, that all. other 
Violencesare ſo far from advancing Chriſtianity, 
that they extremely weaken and diſadvantage it. 
BUT ofno ſort 1s this more eminently true 


than of thoſe popular heats, where the People un- 


dertakes 
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dertakes to chaſtiſe error : for beſides that the out- 
rages then committed are very apt to avert men 
even from truths which they ſee ſo barbarouſly 
defended,it often happens that the »wltitude take 
canſleſs alerms, and think their Faith is invaded 
when it isnot. A memorable inſtance of this kind 
Enagriws gives in his Eccl. Hiſtory,wher@he tells 
us that the Emperor Araſtaſizs having added to 
the Triſaginms this Clauſe, Who was crucified for our 
Salvation,the whole City of Conſtantinople was in 
an uproar, upon an ignorant jealouſie that thoſe 
words had ſome Heretical meaning 3 in which fu- 
ry they happening tolight upon a poor filly Monk, 
they immediately kill him as the Inventor of that 
clauſe, and a confþirer againſt the Trinity : Soun- 
happily abſurd are the Tranſports of wild zeal, 
which where it rules, does befides the direF miſ- 
chiefs of Tumult and Sedition create others at the 
rebound,which are more permanent, and diſcom- 
poſe and embitter mens ſpirits,and render them ſo 
ambitiouſly greedy of quarrels for theu Religion, 
that they are not only prepar'd to receive, but to 

tek-Encounters : and 'tis too ſurethey cannever 

e wanting to perſons of ſuch tempers, fince the 
adverſaries of Truth cannot have more advantage 
or Encouragement againſt it, than this #»peace- 
able hamonr of thoſe that profeſs it. 

B Y theſe ſeveral ways has it come to paſs, 
that even that zee! which ſhould be the iſe of 
Chriſtianity, is become its diſeaſe; and Religion 
like a Heck body is conſum'd by its own heats, 
tfat leaſt I may call thoſe its own, which de- 
riye 
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rive not from its proper and native conſtitution z 
but are the accidents of its declining ſtate: for 
how confidently ſoever men pronounce of them» 
ſelves, and believe that they are then moſt pzoar, 
when they are moſt eager and wrquietz yet 'tis 
ſure this 1s far removed from the true genizs and 
temper of religion, which like the.God it wor- 
ſhips, makes its approaches not in wizds and 
Earthquakes, but in the ſtil/ ſmrall woice, 1 Kings 
19.12. And when tis confider'd, that the greateſt 
part of the Evangelical Law is made up of pre- 
cepts of Meekneſs, Long-ſuffering, and Conde- 
ſcentionz we muſt conclade that zeal very prepo+ 
fterows,that pretends to obey by violating them z or 
to eſtabliſh Religion by zdermining the molt el- 
ſential parts of it : and toperſons under that mis. 
ſtake,we may molt properly apply the reproof gi- 
ven by Chriſt to his Diſciples upon the ſame occa- 
ſion, you krow not what manner of Spirit you are of. 
I T will therefore become men to look with 
Jealouſte on themſelves in this particular 3 not 
roo confidently to prrſne every Incitation which 
carries. a ſhew of Piety 3 but ſoberly to weigh 
how it agrees with the Rules and Occonomy of 


that Goſpel for which it pretends -{o'much con-' | 


cern for though the #rue Chriſtian Zeal can ne-+ 
ver be too much cheriſhed ; yet alas, 'tis nat 
every warmth we feel about Religion that cau 
own that Title; and ſure we do not more often, 
or more fatally miſtake any thing than in apply- 
ing that venerable yaxe to things of a far inferior, 
nay ſometimes of a contrary nature. How often 

upon 


Chap. I7s 
upon this Error, have men aſcrib'd that to their 
piety which they owed to their complexions, and 
thought 'twas their re/jgioz made thetn Earneſt, 
when 'twas merely their conſtitution : Nay, how 
often has Satar taken this advantage oftransform- 


ing himſelf into an Argel of light, and infinua- 
ting his illuſions under this diſguiſe. And trul 


— 
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long as they place the eſſence of Chriſtian zeal in 
heat and eagerneſi. Tis true indeed it has its heats, 
but actuated ina far different way 3 it has flames 
of Love, not of Anger; to melt, not conſume 
our Enemies; and makes us apter to pour out our 
owr bloxd a Sacrifice to Truth than that of gain- 


mental which the Peripateticks talk of, which is 

- but of a moderate heat 3 apt to cheriſb,not deworr, 
A N D would God men would fo far believe 
this, as to think there may be moderation, with- 


upon that ſuppoſition ſuffer themſelves to coot 
into a treatable Temper, and then I ſhould hum- 
bly offer to them theſe few Conſiderations. 
FIRST the great and univerſal fa/ibility of 
.humane Nature, which renders it not only poſ- 
fible that we #45, but certain that every one of 
us ſhall erre in ſomething or other 5 and this ſure 
is very proper to perſwade lenity to thoſe whom 
| we find actually erring. 'Tis the Apoſtles argu- 
ment in the caſe of Sin, Gal. 6. x. . Brethren, if 4 
man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are ſpiritual, 
reſtore ſach a one in the ſpirit of meekne ori 
| thy 


they muſt ſtill be liable to both theſe deceits, ſo 


agers. In (bort, if it be a Fire, 'tis that pure Ele- 


out the danger of Leodicear Iuke-warmneſs, and + 
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thy ſelf, left thon alſo be tempted. Where the com- 
—_- ix flows £ mankind is urged to ihduce 
Commiſerition andGentleneſs towards the Offen- 
defs3 and if this be of force i» ſir,where the con- 
carrence of the will renders the perſon more in- 
excuſable, it will ſurely ho!d4 much more in bare 
" | Error, which being purely involuntafy, ( for no- 
, thing is properly Error farther than it is ſo) 'ris 
| ts be lookt on rather as the diſeaſe than crime of 
the Perſon: arid ſince we uſe not* to exclaim 
againſt men for being ſick,but compaſhonate]ly to 
endeavour their recovery,why ſhould we here uſe 
| ſo much a contrary method ? 'Tis true indeed, 'tis 
neceſlary ſometimes in order to the Cxre, and 
_ | ſometimesfor preventing the 7fe&707 of others, . 
to do ſome things xxeaſte to the Patientzand what 
| tends regularly to either of theſe Ends, may in 
| this caſe alfo be Charitably done, by thoſe thar - 
have Authority : but that differs as far from our 
uſual ſeverities, as the lencines of a Phyſician 
do from the wounds of an Adverſary 3 or publick; 
Diſcipline from private Spleen. So that norwith- 
ſtanding this, we may reſume our coxclukon and in- 
fer from the Errablentffof our Nature,the reeſor- 
ableneſ of compaſſion to the ſeduced. And as it thus 
prompts us to look gertly upon others, ſoalſo to 
| reflet impartially upon our ſelves3 and conſider 
| | howpoſlible it is, that even whileſt we condemn' 
athers,we may indeed bein the wrong 3 and then 
| all the Invedtives we make at their ſ#ppoſed Er- 
, | rors, fall back with a rebounded force upon our. 
* | ownreu/ontes. lf thispollibility were but adverted 
| Se t9, 
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to,it would make us leſs politive and Dogmatical 
in our opinions, and ſo conſequently take away 
one main ground of contention; for though we 
often quarrel about watters,which are indeed but 
conjeFural,yert not till we eſteem them otherwiſe 3 
and when weconlider how many men have vehe- 
mently believed apparent falſheods, it may well 
allay our confidences in all thoſe caſes, where we 
have not ſome firmer groundthan our own ( or in- 
deed any humane ) judgment to build on ir. 

AS for thole who have the ſareſt grounds of 
Perſwaſion, and by their ſecurity of being them- 
ſelves in the Truth, have the more reaſor to be ecar- 
neſt in propagating it to others : let them in the 
ſecond place conſider how neceſlary 'tis to chuſe 
appropriate means to that good end, without which 
they do but undermine themſelves, and defeat 
their own aims. Indeed Prudence is not only a 
Moral,butChriſtian Vertue3 and iuch as 1s neceſ- 
ſary to the conſtituting of all others : without it 
Devotion degenerates into Superſtition, Libera- 
lity into Profuſeneſs, and this of Zeal becomes 
only a Pious kind of Phrenſie. And of Perſons fo 
poſleſt, God may ſay as Achiſh did of David, 1 
Sam. 21.15. have I need of mad men? No fure,the 
defence of Truth is to0 noble a cauſe to be ſo mana- 


ged; its Champions are not like men. ina fray to: 


make every thing a weapon that they can firſt 
ſnatch up,and lay on as chance or fury guides,but 
are deliberately to con(ylt the propereſt expedi- 
ents, uſe not only force but Sitratagem againſt the 
Enemy.,and yet withal to take care that while they 


oppoſe 
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oppoſe one, another gain not advantege:; For alas, 
1s indiflerent to our grand Adverſary,by which of 
his temptations we fall, and if by ſubvertiog the 
f#ith of ſome, he ſhipwrack the charzty of others, 
he has his exd, and triumphs. at once both over 
the ſpeculative and praZick part of our Religion, 
A ND this may induce a farther conſ{idexation, 
and prompt us to examine what degree of guils 
ties on thoſe who either out of a blind, 'or raſh 
zeal have given him this advantage. .. And here 


| though I cannot doubt, but God makes greet aHow- 


ates to the Milcarriages of ſincere intentions, yet 
perhaps we have carv'd more liberally; to ous 
telvesthan he defignsus,and preſume our Security 
greater than in truth it is. For how innacentſoever 
a u_ purpoſe may make our Error, yettisa pri- 
viledge beyond all poſlibility of grant; that our 
firs (hould be fo alſo; therefore if 6ur Miſper- 
ſwafions beget wicked practice, we 'may be ac- 
coutitable for rhe ove, though not: for the other. 
We tmd indeed S. Pal alledges. his 7eworance, as 
the Cauſe of his finding ##ercy, for -his petſecu- 
ting the Church, but: we are:to retiember what 
that mercy he there refersro is 5\ not: that of ab/o+ 
lation, but converſion ; and\hadl he reſiſted the 
later, though with never fo full-a:perſwaſion-of 
his doing well .in+ it, -1 much doubt whether his 
good meaning wonld: have..fecur'd-him the! for+ 
mer 5 Sothar al the entouragemint;that Example 
tan afford is; that God mayprobably do more for 
thereducing an &&rimethand melitiow Perſecutor: 
And when 'tis conſidered: that: all theotdds that | 
Chriſt makes between him that does ill krowingly 
| Ce 2 and 14 
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and ignorantly,is in the aumber of Stripes : we muſt 
reſolve our miſiakes are no ſuch Ammlets as total- 
ly to feture us. And then whether our gxi/ts ſhall 
not ſwell in proportion to the i/r we do, is a que- 
ſtion that.ſure can never be reſolved in the nega- 
tive: forif a good intention cannot alter the nature 
of Sin, ſureit can as little change their degree, 
or make that of two Perſons equally «6. ai 
theeMurder of the one, ſhall not be a/greater 
Crime than an i»temperate ſpeech of the other. 
And upon this meaſure the accounts of erring zeal 
are like to riſe very high with many 3 unleſs we 
can think Rebellion and Bloudſhed, Sacriledge 
and Schiſm, with all that train of zealous Enor- 
mities to be lightand trivial. 

N OR willit at all legitimate #he/e,or any other 
Crimes, though they ſhould happen to be com- 
mitted in the defence of Truth : Otthis St. Peter is 


a ready inſtance, who when to gxard Him, who 


was Truthitſelf, he bad violated the Authorit 
of the Magiſtrate in wownding an Officer ; Chri 
reprehends his raſhneſs, and inſtead of applaud- 
ing his zeal, upbraids his abſurdity, that could 
think his wean aids conſiderable to him, who 
could command Legions of Angels to his reſcue. 
And ſure he is not fo much more impotent in his 
glory, than he was in his exinaxition, as now to 
need our 8ins tofecure any of his concerns 3 and 
if St. Peter were thus check'd for uſing that Sword 
. which he was a littte before warn'd to buy, it muſt 
ſare ſet an if Charafter upon thoſe rmulinons 
' reſormations, which have ſo much-employed wy 
| | 2e4 


=> JE" 5 1 wy ww om <<. 


mae 


- . TRY oO 9 I > Fes, 


| as Fifthly, Zeal, > 59Y 393 


zeal of later ages, towhich there can never want 
a concurrence of ſeveral great ſins, the guilt 


whereof will ſcarce be wiped off, by their deſign'd 


ſubſerviency to Truth 3 what Degree of extenna- 
tioz it may afford, 1s hard to pronounce, fince we 
have no r»/e to meaſureit by. But whatſoever it 
is, we are to remember, that it can belong only 
to ſucha Zeal as 1s pwrely religiraws,that mixes not 
with our Paſſions or Iztereſts 3 and therefore be- 
fore men be too forward to appropriate any Indul- 
gence of that kind, 'twill be neceſlary to Exa- 
mine, whetherno liniſter Adherent have vitiated 
that integrity of their purpoſe, to which alone it 
can ( even by their own award and ſentence ) ap» 
pertain, 
I HAVE inſiſted the more on #4zr, becauſe 
many are apt to aſcribe too unlimitedly to the 
Force of a good meaning, tothink that is able to 
bear the ſtreſs of whatſoever Commiſſions they 
ſhall lay on it 3 and by thus preſuming on their 
Antidote, venture boldly on the deadlieſt paiſorr. 
To ſuch the foregoing eanſiderations may be uſe- 
fulz and by robbing them af that 3-:agizary Secu- 
rity,help them toa real ane,by making their good 
purpoſes the NireQor of goad af7zons, not the A- 
pology for bad. This would make Religion look 
conſonant to itſelf, whichnow groans under the 
reproach of all thoſe Ills, that are ated under its 
Patronage 3 and ſure to reſcue her from ſach a 


fſeandal,is but a very moderate piece of compaſſcon: 


Yet would God ſhe might obtaia it even from 
thoſe who profeſs themſelves her greateſt Yotarier: 
"WE 3 | | But 


A 
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But alas, *tis one ſad circumſtance of her rume; 
that ſhe ows'it to fuch 3 'that 'thoſe Weapons 
whichſhould defexrd her, thus recoil into her Bo- 
wels, -and zeal ſhould'do her,niore miſchief than 
prophaneneſs; for while ſhe is but ſcoffed at by 
that,ſhers wounded by this : nor ate thoſe wonnds 
ever like tocloſe, till our Zeal grow more balſa- 
rick, partake 'of thoſe bealing qualities of Love 
and Meekneſs, the Want whereof has rendred it 
ſo unhappily inſtrumental to our Diftractions: 
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A Survey of the Cauſes of Diſputes; 8ixthiy, 
Idlenefs. | | 


UT as this over-aFive humour hasdone 
abundant Miſchief to the Church. ſo is it 
oblervable; that the dire# contrary has 
one'as much nay, which is yet ſtranger, the one 
1s frequently the produ@ of the other, and our 
to0 buſce-zeal ſprings from our too great 1dlenefs. 
How much foever this may ſound like Paradox, 
yet both reaſon and experience atteſt the Truth of 
itz for weare toconlider that God has put an 
aFive principle into:man, which *tis impoſſible ſo 
to ſuppreſs, as that there ſhall be a total ceſſation 


. © fromavotion : And therefore every inrermittingiof 


ſober,regular actings; makes way for wild Extra- 
vagant ones; for as nature is ſaid ſo vehemently 
to abhor-vacuity, that the very inanimate bodjes. 
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would forſake their ſpecifick motions to prevent 
it : So when the 7d isEmpty, when it has no 
worthy and profitable fpeculition to Entertain it, 
every the moſt improper and preternatural 0bje&# 


' offers itſelf, and importunately crouds in to fill 


the vacurm. This ſeems'to have been well under- 
ſtood, though 11! applied by Pharaoh, when he 
thought the 7/raelites propoſal of Travelling into 
the Wilderneſs to their Devotions, was the Ef- 
feCt of their too great leiſure at homez and there- 
fore encreaſestheir #asks as the propereſt way of 
diverting their deſten : and in like manner we find 
thoſe that treat of Politic4s,infiſt upon the necel- 


. ſity of keeping the + AI in order to which 


it is, that they mention the uſe of Mathematicks 
and other contemplative' Sciences, to entertain 
the aFive ſpirits of a Nation, in demonſtrating of 
Problemes, lolving Phenomenas, and drawin 
Schemes and Diagrams, Who elſe would be prafi- 
ſing upon the Government, making new Ideas and 
Platforms for the Common-wealth : and douttlefs 
there is parity of reaſon. in. the Ecclefiaſtick 
State, which would have been at zzore peace, had 
ſome men found themſelves other diverfons. 
AND this is confirm'd to- us by experiment 
and obſervation of Event 3 for if we look into the 
Primitive times, we ſhall find that when there 


was a necetlity of defending the common faith 


againſt Heatheniſz, when Chriſtians were em- 
ployedin writing apologies and vindications, there 
were much fewer of theſe i»teftine debates (at leaſt 
ſuch as were Metaphyſical and purely Notional ) 

| Cc4 they. 
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they had t%.cir hands full of the foreix Enemy,and 
had the leſs temptation to jangle among the e- 
ſelves. So alſo when they were under the greateſt 
ſtorms of perſecutiog, when the Church was moſt 
violently aſſaulted from withopt, it had the great- 
eſt Calm withiv. They were then inceſlantly em- 
ployed, and buſted their Thoughts ia preparing 
for the fiery trial. Thaſe cloudy days made them 
keep cloſe at home waiting for the Bridegrooms 
coming, and ſuffer'd them not ta wander abroad 
for thoſe unprofitable Curioſities, which though 
like 0z/ they might nouriſh flame, yet would ne- 
ver furniſh their Lamps, or gain them admifſjan 
tothe wedding, but inthe intervals, and elpeci- 
ally after the total ceſſation of their calamity, 
when their Peace had taken them off their Vigi- 
Lange, then while they ſlept, the Envious man 
had advantage to ſow his Tares. Reſt made them 
zdle, Idleneſs made them cxriows, and Curioſity 
contentious 3 and thoſe whounder the Tyranny of 
2 Nero or Domitiagz were in perfeCt harmony un- 
der the gentle pious regiment of a Conſtantine, 
grew to the greateſt diſcord, and perhaps ( be- 
fides the Divine and extraordinary ſupports the 
Church had in her greateſt confliFs ) this may be 
one of the beſt natural accounts, how ſhe came ta 
flouriſh moſt under her heavieſt preſſures. | 

B U T ouroblervation ends not here, for be- 
fides this exttaordinary importunity of thoughts, 
which perſecating times occaſion'd, Chriſtianity 
ts in its frame' and conſtitution an «@zve State, 
has its ftagding buſinets, and beſides all accidental, 
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a Series of determinate, conſtant ay teen 
cient to entertain mens minds :. from which we 
may infer, that when this is throughly adverted 
to, there will be few chaſes of Time tobe filled 
with forein impertinencies. And this gives a clear 
account how our diviſfoxs have come to grow up» 
on us, namely, by the Neglect of pra@ick duties, 
for as every age degenerated more from Primitive 
piety,ſo they advanced farther in wice exquiries and 
new opizions ; and as the zeal of praFice grew cool, 
{o that of diſpute gathered heat and vigor. Sothat 
if we conſider how far our good works tall ſhort of 
the firſt Chriſtians, we need not wonder to ſee our 
controverſtes 0 far exceed them 3 that Time which 
was gain'd from the oze, being employed in ham- 
mering and forging the other.I do not forget that 
I have before ranked this diverfion of Chriſtian 
Practice among the efeFs of our Contentions, *' 
and foreſee it may be thought very inartificial 
here, to make it the caxſe alſo : But alas, its con» 
cern in them is ſoextravagantly great, as to have 
at once the relation of Child and Parent, to be 
both Root and Branch, Fountain and Stream,and 
like a czrcle unites in itſelf Beginning and End : 
For as it firſt gave birth toour quarrels,ſoit final- 
ly receives excreaſe from them. In ſhort,our o6fci- 
tant /azy pietygave vacancy for them,and they will 
now lend none back again for more a&ive duty. 
And as thiswegle# of our general calling of Chri- 
ſtianity has been thus pernicious, ſo have the i& 
effeFs thereof been improved by the likeill atten» 
dance on our particular ones. We find'St. Paul 
wal TY $i - , s + takes 


RTF. > » 


we of the Canſes of Diſputes 3 Chap, 19. 


takes notice;that the younger widows, who deſert- 
ed their own Eccleſiaſtical Office,grew buſce-bodies 
inthe 'Secular affairs of others; and ſure we may 
with truth invertthe note,and obſerve that thoſe, 
who cither deſert or neglect their Secular Cal- 
Jlings, are the moſt perniciouſly wedling in Eccle- 
fiaftick matters. Did mea conſciencioutly employ 
themſclves in their honeſt occapations, their Minds 
would be ſuffictently diverted, and it would not 
become the work of Artificers to make new 
Schemes of Doftrines or diſcipline 3 Divinity 
would not then pals the Yard and Loom,the.Forge 
and _4vil, nor Preaching be taken in as an eaſier 
ſapplementary Trade, by thoſe that diſliked the 
pairs of their own. But all this alas,we have ſeerr 
ro.the equal ſhame and detriment of Piety. Me- 
chanicks of all forts have preſum'd to teach what 
themſelves never /ear-tzand thoſe that ſerv'd long 
Apprentiſbips to other Crafts,have become Divines 
in a moment,and with the ſame emulous induſtry 
wherewith they us'd to invent new faſhions, have 
made new Religions. And as Idleneſs has thus 
made {ome Preachers, fo it has made more hearers, 
thoſe who either by the eaſzeffof their Callings, 
or their ſlight managery of them, have had the 
molt vacant time, have been the apteſt to run af- 
ter new Teachers: Hence itis that Towns and Ci- 
ties have been the great nurſeries of FatFjon,the lei- 
Fare of Shop-men making them more inquiſitive 
after,and receptive of Novelties. And were that 
over-grown zeal of Sermons, which has now de- 
vour'd all ather/parts of Religion, among that 
ſort 
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ſort of men throughly ſcanned, we ſhould find 
Idleneſs goes very far in its coz:poſition 3 for be- 
ſides that Hearing is the*moſt /azy of all religious 
Offices, as appears by. the andifturb d ſeps mien 
can take at Sermons 3 #t is manifeſt this infatiate 
appetite of it, is originally founded either in the 
not having buſineſs, or not a#terding toit. For 
ſhould I ask ſuch men,whether if neceſlity had en» 
forc'd S. Pauls ruleupon them, that without their 
labour they ſhould not eat;they would have ſpent 
their whole week at Ledwres,and truſted tobe fed 
by the Ear. Ibelieve ftw could pretend to have 


| begun with ſo exorbitant a zeal,though the truth 


is in the i{{u* it ſometimesarrivesto 1t 3 and men 
that have itching ears forget the reſt of the body, 
whileſt to gratifie them, they totally negleQall 
care of their Secular concerns, and bring Then» 
ſelves and Familiesto want and beggary. 

N OR isit only this one rank of Perſons whom 
Idleneſs has betrayed to faction, Servants we have 
frequently ſeen under the ſame Seducement, 
while either having but {ittle work, or but little 
diligencein it,they have found time to liſten after 
novel doftrines, with which being once tainted, 
they impatiently thirſt after more, and negle&< 
ing the duties of their place, ſpend their time; 
which by compatt is their Maſters ( andcan with 
no more juſtice be purloin'd from him than his 
goods ) in following fa&#iow Teachers, whoin»: 
ſtruct them fo in their: Chriſtian- /iberty, char! 
they bring them to defie all /#bjeFion : And by: 
telling them they are to call no man Maſter upon 

Earth, 
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. Earth, that they are to own no King nor Prieſt 
- but Chrif# 3 reachthem tocontemn all Authority, 

Domeſtick, Cjvil, or Eccleſlaſtick. | 

I F welook farther intofewilies, weſhall find 
alſothat many cf our She-zealots become ſoupon 
the very ſame ground, when Women neglett that 
which St. Paxl afſigas them as their proper Buſt- . 
nels, the guiding of the houſe, their Zeal is at once 
the produ# and excnſe of their Idleneſs; and in 
ſpight of the z/ CharaFerthe Wiſe-man has ſet on 
her, whoſe feet abide not in her houſe, Prov. 7.11. 
tt becomes the mark of a Saint, when a Lequre 
or Conventicle is taken in the way: And though 
theſe feminine Irregularities may ſeem to be of no 
great concern tothe publick, yet experience con- 
vinces the contrary 3 it having been the wnhappy 
priviledge of that Sex ( as ancient as their Mother 
Eve )to be able to do great and important miſ- 
ebieſs 3 and doubtleſs many wer may give the ſame 
account of their Schiſm and Sedition, that Aden: 
did of his firſt ſin, The woman that thou gaveſt me, 
 &c. This has always. been well underſtood by se- 
ducers, who have tound it the moſt compendious 
way to their . deſigns, 10 lead captive filly women, 
and make them the Duck-coys to their whole Fa- 
mily : But eventhoſe who have miſt of this influ- 
ence over the minds of their Husbands, have yet 
had it over their Purſes, and out of them ſupport- 
ed the Rabbies of the Fattion 3 who in gratitude 
to thoſe wiſe 4bigails give their Husbands the 
title, and perhaps wiſh them the fate of Nabak 
And Gad. knows, how many men have thus been 
Y | made 
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Chap.18. Sixthly, Tdlenefs. gon © 
made contributers to the cayſethey have moſt de-. 
teſted,maintain'd that fire which thoſe zxcendiaries 
have kindled in the Holy place 3 Money beingno 
leſs the ſirews of Eccleſiaſtical than Secular War. 
T H U S we ſec how the 7dleneff even of the 
molt inconſiderable perſons has at the rebound 
been extremely perniciozs to the Church, which 
like a Clock or Watch may bediforder'd by the ruſt 
of the leaſt Pi» 3 how much morethen, by that 
of the main wheels and ſprings £ If Negligencein 
laj-celings have though but an oblique, yet ſoin- 
auſpicious an Influence, the like Neglectin Eccle- 
Faſtick, muſt needs have a worle, becauſe more 
immediate and direct. And would to God we 
could ſay this had been wanting to the compleat- 
ing the miſchief : But alas,many of thoſe whoare 
called to labour in the Lords Vineyard, ſeem to 
have forgot their Errand, and ſtand there all the 
day dle ( a much worſe ſight than tohave ſeen 
them ſo only in the Market-place; ) lo thatI fear 
there is too evident ground of ſaying, that the 
ſlight execution of the Paſtoral Othce, has been 
one of the moſt eminent Contributers to our di- 
ſtrattions. And among af the parts of that Charge, 
none has been more generally, or more pernict- 
ouſly negleted than that of Cetechizing; the want 
whereof has left People ſounbotrom'd, that like 
2 houſe built on the ſad, every Wind of Doftrine 
blows down that Faith which they only profeſt, 
but underſtood not. This is that which has made 
ſo many »nſtable Souls, as St. Peter obſerves, 
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And God knows, we may from ſad experiment 
confirm the note. I wiſh the ſame wegligence do 
not again evidence itſelf by the ſame effe#s : But 
befides this, which is part of the Publick Miniſtry, 
( anddeſervedly is fo, being uſeful to the whole 
Church, the aged as well as children ) there are 
private Intercourſes between Paſtor and People 
which are of great uſe, would God they were of 
equal -praFice - We know a careful Shepherd does 
not only turn his flock into a common Paſture, and 
then think he has done his work, bur does with a 
particular advertence obſerve the thriving of eve- 
ry one of them, takes notice of their ſingle ray- 
#zgs and diſeaſes, and accordingly apphes himfelf 
to reduce or cure them, and ſurely the-like care 
is full as neceſlary in the ſpiritual Shepherd ; 'tis 
not the connſelwhich 1s promiſcuoully diſpeticed 
ina Sermon (& whereof'tis odds every-man takes 
that which is leaſt proper for him ) that will do 
the buſineſs: Converts comenot in now as tn Saint 
Peters days, inthrongs and ſhoals, a more diſtin 
and particular application is now neceffary; men 
muſt be treated with apart, their particalar warts 
diſcern'd, and applications accordingly made of 
#nſtrufions, reproof or comfort, and 'tis theſe ap- 
propriate Medicines, that are like to make ſound 
flocks. Had Mimiters generally beſtowed more 
pains this way, they might probably have fruſtra- 
ecd the attempts of Seducers, who: could not fo 
eaſily have infinnated themſelves into the people, 
had they found them thus prepoſfeſt' # but while 
theſe wittrall the arts of a ſubtite i#-daſtry _ 
ras Se enelr 
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their poiſourinto every qne they meet, nothing. | 
t | bat the like diligerice 1 _adminiſtring Antidetes, 

J is like to countermine them. How mach of-that - 

, had been us'd I ſhall leave to the Conſcieaces of 
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concern'd perlons to determine. But beſides the 
il/ influence the Paſtors negligence has on the 
People, it has in reſpett of themſelves an imme», 
diate propriety tothe advancingovr debates,the. 
leiſure which is thus acquir'd, beingapt to betray, 
ſpeculative perſons, to the ſtudy af thoſe curiaze” 
queſtions, which are the great diſturbers of aur, 
Peace 3 and of thoſe that ſtudy tbem,ſo few keep 
themſelves in neutrality, that parties are (till fq- 
mented by it : whereas were the pra&ica! buſinef.. 
of their Charge throughly attended, the remain- 
der of time would not be more than the ſ{xdy of the; 
more ſolid, uſeful parts of Divinity would exadct,. 
and conſequently there would oo /xrplus be left 
for thoſe dangerow impertinencies, which as the 
Apoſtle ſays, ſerve to no profit, but #0 the ſubvert» 
ing of the hearers, 2 Tim. 2.14. But when our 
Watchmen ſep, 'tis no marvel if they dream tao, 
and entertain themſelves and others with thoſe, 
Phantaſtick notions, which the great day will mas , 
nifeſt to have had nothing of weight and 'realzty,. 
| befides the Miſchiefs they wrought. yet] 
| AND indeed if we ſcan the wolrmes of thoſe 
/ vain Speculations, we ſhall have caule tocon- 
clude that Idleneſs has created as well as forrewted ; 
them 5 and they had as well wanted Authars' as 
4 abettors, had men found themſelves more uſe- 
ful buſineſs: and that: not only the extempa-! 
| rary 
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rary Chimerd's of Phanaticks,but the more elabo- 
rate niceties of the Schools, have been thus derived : 
we know Air poſleſſes no place,where it firſt finds 
not a vecxity,nor could thoſe lighter xotiors have 
filed mens brairs,had they found them prepoſleſt 
with what was more ſolid - but when men wanted 
more ſubſtantiel work for their Lnderſtandings, 
they were fain to employ them thus in making 
£ob-webs,of which they have made a worſe ſort of 
ewzſh veil in the Sanctuary, and have now invol- 

ved the Goſpel in greater Obſcurities, than the 
Law was before : whence our Zezaleels and 4ho- 
liabs have been inſpird for this work I ſhall not 
determine 3 but ſure not fromhim whoſe Chara- 
Qer S. John gives us (in pecliar reference to 
Goſpel-revelation ) that he is light, and in him is 
foref at all, 1 Joh. 1. 5. 
TH US welee even 1dleref wants not its ope- 

ratjon 3 but is produdtive of great and miſchievous 

effe#s; it being the unhappy property of thar 

Vice, that it ſupplarts itſelf, and by a fatal 4nti- 
periſieſis makes men pernicioufly a@ive : fo that 

we may truly ſay f/oth has made more Bulinels 

than #dzftry. Tam ſure in this inſtance it has cut 

out work for many ages, thongh of ſuch a kind, 

that we have little reaſon to wiſh that our Lord 

at his coming ſhould find us ſo doing: yet for 

ought now appears,our at7ivity is ſo wholly bent 

that way, that 'tis like to be the only, atleaſt the 

moſt intenſe buſineſs we (ball be found at. 


I MIGHT heretake a very apt occaſion to” 


deelaim againſt Idlencf, as the unhappy foun- 
MN: tain- 
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Chap.18. 
tain of ſo great miſchiefs, but that is a vice that 
has been ſo often erraign d,that I need not repeat 
thoſe charges which all Authors, Nftural, Moral 
and Divine havelaid againſt it. Let but this of its 
being the Original of fa#ior be added, and there 
can be nothing wanting to render it a. molt dange- 
rows crime: yea,and a molt m0nſtrowg:gne too,that 
operates thus preternaturally, that freezes and 
yet znflames men at once, ſtupifies and enrages ? 
And yet alas, there is as much riddle in its fate as 
Its zature 3 'tis hated,and yet embraced; generally 
decried; and yet as generally cheriſhed : and 
though it have no advocates, has many friends. 
Would God men would at laſt be aſhamed to be 
what they are afſham'd to owz, and by adiligent 
attendance on their proper bulinels, ſecure them- 
ſelves firſt from doing nothing, and then from do- 
ingz/; the one being ſo cloſe an Attendant on 
the other, that 'tis ſcarce poſlible to ſever them. _ 7 
And God knows the Church finds too ſad proof of * * 
their connection : 7dlenefs having ſerv'd as Aſhes | 
to keep alive that fire which has ſet her in com- 
buſtion. Thus unhappily paſſave is ſhe in our 
diſorders, and acceſſary to all our Guilts and Pu- 
niſhments : All our peccant hymors concur to her 
diſeaſe, and like a common mark ſhe receives ar- 
_ rows fromall Quarters, we have icen how many 
Contributers there are to her ruin,cveryone where- 
of with a wanton cruelty (like C2ſar's murderers). 
are ambitious to inflict xew wounds, and to give 
her Supernumerary deaths; and whileſt ſhe is thus 
ſurrounded with Afaſſines, what can we expe, 
D 4 but 
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but that her preſent /a»gu;ſhings ſhould End in 
death; that Chriſtian Religion now crumbled 
into ſo many »inutefra@ions, ſhould like duſt be 
ſcatter'd, and irrecoverably diffipated 3 and thus 
infallibly it muſt be, if either God donot miracu- 
louſly countermine us, and do more for us than 
we can do againſt our ſelves, or we recover ſo 
much ſobriety, as to. forbear to Maſſacre what 
we pretend to Love, and endeavour to bind up 
thoſe wounds, at which our own Souls are like to 
Expire. 


CHAP. XIX. 
The Concluſion drawn from all the Premiſſes. 


VV 


maining Enquiry is concerning the ways of re- 
dreſs. And that will exaCt no long diſquiſition : 
for as in dlfecſce 'tis ſaid, the knowing the cauſe 
is one half of the curez ſo more eſpecially 1s It 
here, where the remedies are merely priva- 
tive, and we are not to be healed by external 
applications, but only by ſabſtraFing thoſe Hu- 
-mors which feed the Malady : There will there- 
fore need no other preſcription than to adviſe 
the exterminating of all thoſe Paſlions and Inte- 
| reſts which have appear'd acceſflary to our quar- 
'rels, which though they are become the publick 


E have hitherto examin'd the ef- 
feFs and originals of our conten- 


tions, and now the only re- 
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Epidemick diſeaſe,yet as the infe@jon did, ſo muſt 


the cxre ariſe from (ingle perſons : For as we look 


not a common Peſtilence ſhould ceaſe without due « ? 


care and manage both of the ſick and ſound : fo 
neither can this Chxrch-plague ever abate, but by 
the cure, or fortifying its individual members. 
LET every man therefore who has any way 
made himſelf a Party to theſe conteſts, {crioufly 
interrogate his own heart; what it is that has en- 
pag 0 Him in them : if any of the ſiniſter motives 
before rehearſt, let him for a while ſhift the 
Scene, and inſtead of accuſing others as Oppolites 
to Truth, condemn himſelf as Enemy to Peace : 
rtemembring that how juſt or important ſoever the 
cauſe be, it isnotſoto him 5 whileſt he ſerves his 
humorsand defigns under its covert. The Philo- 
ſophers in their darker notions of Truth could yet 
diſcern, that ſhe was not acceflible to any who 
ſought her not purely for her ſelf, with ſincere 
and fingle Intentions, and if ſhe entertain no Px. 
os that are not ſo qualified, is it fit ſhe ſhould 
ave Guardians and Champions of a quite diſtant 
Tempet? No, he that undertakes the defence of 
Speculative Verity, muſt firſt poſſeſs himſelf of 
that praZFick Truth the Pfalmiſt (peaks of,pſal.51+ 
That i» the inward parts, fuch a fimplicity and 


integrity of Purpoſe, as may ſupplant all thoſe - 


indirect Aims, purge out every ptejudice and paſ- 
fron, which may byaſs, and pervert him; andby 
that time he has done #hzs, tis odds but he wilt, 
find a zew face of affairs,and diſcern that many of 
thoſe things he ſo —_ contended about,were 
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The Concluſion drawn Chap.19. 


either falſe or trivial 3 aequir'd their conſiderable- 
eſs only trom thole magnifying perſpeFives of his 
own Luſts,through which he viewed them. How- 


t ever til] he have thus denudated himſelf of all 


theſe encumbrances, he is utterly unqualified for 
theſe Ygores 3 and how lawfully ſoever others may 
ſtrive, 'tis ſure he cannot, that does it upon ſo ur. 
lawful grounds, and therefore upon pazz of loſing 
*much more than a corruptible crown muſt withdraw 


I himſelf. As forthole who can yet acquit them- 


felves from having fomented our DiſtraQtions, 1 
ſhall not forbid them to look with great compla- 
cency uponit, but rather by conſidering how va; 
luable a prece of Tmwocency it is,cngage and encou- 


rage themſelves to preſerve itz and tothat pur- 


pole, jealoufly to examine the firſt overtures of a 
Temptation. Whea they find.any proneneff to 
-immerſe in Faftion, any unwonted heat towards 
a Diſlenter,to trace it to its ſduntair and original; 
nicely to obſerve whether it iſſue not from ſome 
of thoſe envenorm'd ſprings forementioned, and 
make as much haſt to ſtop its carrert, as they 
would to impede the moſt overwhelming inunda- 
t70r 5 for ſuch 'twill infallibly prove to thoſe who 
indulge to its courſe. But as a Twrf will at firſt 
cloſe the breach, which negleCted becomes the 7- 
let of a mighty Torrext : ſo had this early vigilance 
been us'd, it might with eaſe have prevented 
thoſe Diſtempers,1n private Breaſts, from whence 
the geveral Confuſion has ſprung. As it 18, 
might but theſe two things be obtain'd, would 
but the Guilty purge, and the Innocent guard 
: kNeme. 
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_ themſelves, we might yet hope to ſee anend of 
our Diſcords : not that I ſuppoſe it poſſible to 
extinguiſh aZ diverſity of Opinions among men, *' 
who from their differing faculties, and other guilt- , 7 
Jeff occurrents, may and will havetheir judgments ©: 
{everally diſpos'd. But firſt, were af, who have 
{pon the former culpible motives enter'd the liſts, 
excluded, weſhould find They would amount to _ ; 
ſuch a number, that there would be few left to. 

maintain the Combat. Nay, ſecondly,were it not = 

for thoſe conceal'd inducements,there would ſcarce Þ 
be any Combat to maintain, thoſe are the things + 
that convey the ing and malienity into our Dit- 
ferences,' without thoſe we might diſſent, but 
not fall out 3 and ſhould no more be angry to ſee 
another opine contrary to x5, than we are to fee 
him of a different SHature, or complexion. In fine,let- 
us pretend what we will, 'tis the Carnality with- 
iz, that raiſes all the Combuſtions without - This 
15 the great wheel/to which the Clock ows its wo+ 

tion, while the pretext of Truth and Piety is but 

like the hard, ſet indeed more confpicuoully, but 
directed wholly by the ſecret movings of the other. 

This, #hzs alone 1s 1t which creates and continues 

our broils, and by a monſtrous conjunftion of : 

Properties, isit{elf both flame and fue! : Nor can 

we doubt that from hence ſpring thoſe rail 1 

accuſations, we bring one againſt another, it 

weremember what S. Jude tells us,that the 4nget © 
brought them not even againſt the Devil himſelf, 
he could calmly manage a d:ſþute with the moſt 

execrable and provoking adverſary, becauſe his 7} 

Dd 3 Angelick, 
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Angelick nature had none of that carnal lever which 
ferments to the ſouring of ours, an evident Indi- 
cation what it is that has rendred our arguings ſo 
invective, that divinity ſeems now an Artifice to. 
elude law by daily patronizing thoſe Libels,which 
would elſe be Obnox10us to civil Juſtice. 
BUT Ipreſume there necd no more be ſaidto 
evince this, which has, I fear, the atteſtation of 
too many conl(ciences, to be generally doubted 3 
the greater difficulty will be, to perſwade the de- 
poſliting of thoſe /yſts, which though they are con- 
feltly the Boutefiews among us, have yet by I know 
not what Faſcination ſo exzdcar'd themlelves.that 
we tenacioully retain them in ſpight of all their 
: appendeat Milchiefs; nay, we cheriſh and foſter 
them,and for that very purpoſe bring them under 
the covert of Religion. He that has but a puny vice, 
if he get it like Joaſh conceal'd and ſhelter'd in 
the SexTuary, twill not only /ive,but reign too 3 
Put on a Port and Majeſty, and appear venerable 

' upon the pretence of that Picty, whoſe Eſlence 

and Being it evacuates and undermines. 

INDEED fin neverarrives at ſo luxuriant a 
growth.as when it roots in hallowed ground, which 
Satan {o well knows, that he has ever been indu- 
{trious to plqrt it in that ſoil. Thus we find he had 
introduced the molt brutiſh crimes into the religi- 
on of the Gentiles, interwoven thcm into their Sa- 
cred Rites and Myſteries, till vertue and vice had 
changed names, and it became piety to be Wick- 

-  ed,and profanerneffto be Innocent. And when that 
E groſs deceit became detefted by Goſpel-light,when 
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he could not in the ſame manner obtrude upon 
Chriftians,he yet found the way todoit more ob> 7 
liquely, and by ſtarting theſe religious quarrels, . © 
gave at once employment and reputation to the 
moſt irreligious vices. For alas, what part of wild 
fury was there in the Heathen Bacchanals, which * 
we have not ſeen Equall'd if not Exceeded by - 
ſome intoxicated zealots ? Or what cruelty in theirs 2} 
molt barbarous rites, which has not been matcht 
by the inhumanity of diflenting Chriſtians 2 So 
that upon a juſt ſcanning,all our ſplendid preterce 
of Sandctity is but an emulation of Gentile Impurt- 
ty under a better name 3 and while we damn Hea- 
thens for their Moral vertyes, We are yet ſo ſtupid 
as to hope our ſelyes to be ſaved by __ vices | 
A N D now who that does enough corſeder can 
think he can enough bewazl this ſad ftate of af+ 
fairs: That Chriſtianity (ſhould thus aut-run it» * 
ſelf, and bring us round to Gertili/pz again, 2: 
whilſt her Profeſlors ridiculouſly contend for the - 
title of the beſt Chriſtians, by ſcb aFs as deno- 
minate them none at all. Thus have we inverted - 
the ſignificancy of that Sacred Name, and made it } 
ſerve only to upbraid the cortrariety of our pra» | 
Fice; fo that that which was once the Index ta } 
point out all Moral and Divine vertxes, does now * 
on the contrary mark out that part of the World, 3 
where /eaſ# of thews reſide. This, this alone is the ? 
prize we have acquird with ſo much ſweat and : 
blood, this the Triumph we have brought to our : 
Religion, which indeed could never have ſunk to. ! 
{uch a deſpicablenefs by any Endeavours but our * 
D d 4 own 
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own; for ſolong as Chriſtianity waged war only 
with Jorezer enemies ſhe never miſt to be vi@orz- 
ows, but ſince that thele inteſtine diſtords have 
turn d her force againſt her ſelf, Bel/a geri placuit 
rullos bhabitura triumphos, there is no poſlibility of 
ſucceſs, the mere f/ght implies a defeat, and the 
ſwords of all Parties meet 1n her bowels. *'T was a 
paſſionate expoſiulation that Julia is ſaid to have 
us'd with her two ſons Antonine and Geta, whole 


_ animoſities having prompted them to divide the 


Empire, which they were joyntly to have enjoyed, 
ſhe askt them whether: they would divide their 
Mother alſo; implying how much their diſcords 
had rackt and torn her. And ſure our common: 
Mother may make a yet ſadder complaint of her 
Sons, by whole ankind diſſentions ſhe is ſo milera- 
bly angled, that ſhe may cry out with the P/2l- 
miſt,” My ſoul is among Lions, and I lye among the 
Children of men that are ſet on ſire. 

AND now it amidit all our 7zzportunate pre- 
fences to Piecty, there be indeed any ſuch thing 
among us, methinks it ſhould give us ſome re- | 
I:ztings, make us ſadly conſider to what a deplo- 
rable condition we have brought that very religzon 
on which we profeſs to hang all our hopes 3 and 


” would God thoſe who are the moſt nearly con- 


cerned in this "Contemplation would purſue it to 


the utmoſt; let them on the one hand ſet the 
moſt elittering temptations to Diſcord, and on 
© the other le: them view the di/24l effeFs of it,and 
then conſider at how dear a rate they gratifie a 
E few impeteet Paſſzons.Can any man without Hor- 
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God ; that his cariozs enquiries into things ſecret, 
has helpt to Evacuate the more «ſef#l things Re- 
vealed; orin ſhort, that his parſait of his vari- 
ous intereſts and appetites has deſtroyed what was 
ſo incomparably more valuable, the honowr of the 
Goſpel, the nity of the Church, and as many 
ſouls as have periſht by that ſcandal. "Twas as 
infamous a Charater of inhumanity as the very 
Poets conld feign of Diomedes, that he fed his hore 
ſes with mans fleſh; but alas,that barbarity 1s here 
infinitely out-done,. when Men nouriſh far worſe 
bruits, their own unreaſonable luſts, with thoſe 
things that are moſt ſacred. Certainly were the 
vaſtneſs of this guzl/t throughly weighed, 'twould 
make men fick of thoſe petty wretched acqueſts 
they have thus purchaſed, make them fling back 
this price of bloud, I ſay not with the ſame deſpair, 
but with as great remorſe and deteſtation as Judss 
did the ſelver pieces for which he ſold his Maſter. 
'Tis ſure the crimes have too great an affinity, 
as in all other circumſtances, ſo eſpecially in this, 
that as the one was, ſo the other # moſt frequent- 
ly the Guilt of an Apoſtle, I mean of thoſe to 
whom Chriſt has committed the diſpenſing of 
that Goſpel which they thus evacuate,and doubt- 
lefs this is a conſideration of great enhanſement, 
as that which ſuperadds treachery to all the other 


peſtilent 7zgerediexts of the Crime; 'tis the falſt- 3 
fying the moſt important tryſ?, for under words ? 
of that ſ1gnification we find the 9ffice of the Mini- 
ſtry 
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E. 14 The Concluſion drawn Chap.rg. 
ſtry every whererepreſented in Scripture, as $te- 
wards, Ambaſſadors, Shepherds, and conſequent- 
ly the accounts of the fin muſt {well ſo much the 
higher. Far a Steward to embezle thoſe Goods 
he undertakes to mmaragez an Ambaſlador to be- 
tray his Prince for whom he ſhould zegotiate; a 
Shepherd to worrey that Flock which he is ſet to 
guard, thelc are crimes that double their malig- 
nity from the quality of the Aftors 3 and yet this 
is undeniably the Guilt of all thoſe wholeprofeſſi- 
oz having devoted them to the Charch, have im- 
pioully chang'd the Sceze,and devoted the Church 
to ther, ſerv'd all their mean degenerous ends 
upon her 3 and as Chzrurgeors are {aid ſometimes 
to deal with profitable Patients, kept open, nay 
widened her wounds tor their own advantages. 

I T has been the Prieſts Litany as ancient as 
Joels time, Spare thy people O Lord, and give not 
* thine heritage to reproach; but now alas, who ſhall 
prevail with them to do that themſelves which 
they beg of God,to ſpare his people and his heri- 
| tage 5 to proſtitute them no more to their own (i- 
niſter deſigns, nor by their vain and endleſs coz- 
tentions, expoſe them as well to ruine as contempt. 
He were indeed a happy Orator that could in this 
effeftually intercede with them, though One 
would think the wonder ſhould le on the other 
fide, and the only ſtrange thing be, that they 
ſhould either zeed or re{iſt ſuch a ſolicitation, it 
being ſo much the concern of all that ought, as 
well upon the (core of advantage as duty, to be 


dear tothem 3 ſo that the Chyrch may molt aptly 
addreſs 
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—Ndoes to the Philippiens,when he conjures them to 
nity, Phil.2.1. If therefore there be any conſolation 
in Chriſt, if any comfort of love, if any fellowſhip of 
the Spirit,iſ any bowels and mercies,fulfil you my Joy 
that you be like minded. And canit be poſhible for 
any who have taſted all or any of theſe,to think 
fit to wrangle them away 5 to exchange theſe di- 
vine irradiations, the Antepaſt and Emblem of 
Heaven, for thoſe bitter d:/ſertions, whole Alpha 
and Omega,their original and end are Hell, anddo 
as lively repreſent as they certainly lead to the 
horrour and confuſion of that land of Darkneſs. 


BUT itſome mens appetites be {o depraved, F 


that they find more Melody in diſcord, than wn 
the harmony of the Angelick Quires, yet even 
theſe can diſcern eMuſeck in a conſort of Plau- 
dites, and ſeldom miſs to be affected with thoſe 
Eulogits which are given themſelves 3 and there- 
fore though they disjoyn the Apoſtles motives, 
Phil.4.8. and will donothing for vertue,yet they 
may be preſum'd more conſiderate of Praiſe : 
And God knows, in a wrong ſenſe they are too 
much ſo 3 and ſure, as we have already obſerved 
by it, have made no ſmall coxtributions to our dife 
_cords : yetdid they meaſure Glory by its right and 
proper Sfandard, they would find they have all 
this while courted a ſhadow,and that the ſubſtance 


will never be acquir'd by being fomrerters of pub- q 


lick Miſchief; but the unhappineſs of it is, that 
our Eccleſieftick, as our Secular Duelliſts abuſe 


themſelves with falſe notions of Honor, novel 2 
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| Opinions and ſubtile Queſtions they think atteſt 
the pregnancy and acuteneff of their Underſtand- 
ings, and give them reputation 3 but alas, how 
vain an imagination is this? Who admires the 
Sagacity of the Viper,that Eats her way through 
her mothers bowels 2 Or who reverences a man for 
t _ the ſharpreſſof that Sword wherewith he commits 
t his Paricide 2 Nay, what more infamous brands 
> have Recards of all ages ſtuck upon any, than 
thoſe who were Ingeriofi[ſemenequam, & facundi 
malo publico, whous'd the beſt Parts to the worſt 
Ends, and _ the greateſt cunning and artifice 
have contrived their iſchiefs £ 
BU T could we abſtract from theſe pernicious 
effeFs, and ſuppole that this exerciſe of their Fa- 
culties were innocent, yet ſure it would be too 
light and impertinent to become matter of praiſe. 
He that ſhould ſpend all his Time in tying inex- 
tricable Knots,only to baflle the Induſtry of thoſe 
that ſhould attempt to «looſe them, would ſure 
| be thought notmuch to have ſerv'd his generati- 
on. Tis one of the certaineſt Eſ?zmrates we can 
make of a man, to meaſure him by the employ- 
L ments he chuſes,if thoſe be ſlight and trifling,they 
 ſpggeſt the Perſon to have low thoughts 3 what an 
 abaſement of Majeſty was it thought in Nero to 
| become a Fidler and Stage-playerz and Herodiar 
\ tells us, that men hoped no longer for any thing 
princely from Commodaus the Emperor, when he 
E had once liſted himſelf among the Fercers, and 
” inſtead of the magnificent #/yles of his Predeceſ- 
ſors,derived from the conqueſts of great and popu- 
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lous Nations, -aſſumed This, The. vanquiſher of 2 
Thouſand Gladiators : And certainly 'tis nolels a - 
deſcent and diminution for thoſe who were de- 7? 
fignd by Godfonagaaichc atchievements, the * 
ſubduing the King of Satan, and pulling - 
down his ſtrong holds, to devote themſelves to :} 
theſe ſo much 7gnobler conteſts, and account their 

conqueſts, not from the number of $oxls won to 
God, but of 0ppoſers worſted in Argument, In- : 
deed, as we before obſerv'd, they have now ren-. -? 
dred the Church a kind of Theatre, Diſputes are 
managed with ſuch Sleight and Sophiſtry, that at 
the beſt, the Litigants do but ſet forth a ſhew of 
Fencers : 'Twere well if they did not ſometimes 
play the Gladiators, by that wounding deadly 
ſharpneſs they uſe, and 'twould be conſider'd 
what a change is now made - In the Primitive 
times, none that own'd any ze/ation to the Church 
were allowed to be ſpeators of thole Games, 
now That is made the Stage, and her ableſt Per- 
ſons the AFors. But certainly 'tis very little to 
the reputation ofthoſe who have ſo unworthily 
debaucht both it and themſelves; and therefore 
toall other diſſmaſtves we may 2dd this of the Vn- 
creditableneſs: For let men phancy what they 
pleaſe of the Glory acquir'd in theſe opportunities 
of ſhewing their parts, the beſt that can be ſaid 
of them is, that they uſe it fooliſhly. A charatter 
whereof the one part devours the other, and- 
leaves not ſo much as a mouthful of that popular * 
air which theſe Camelions gaſp after. In a word, 1 
though wain-glory be a principle I ſhall commend 2 
fo 


" na a CD - s det eta Ae yy, 4 ar ns 
4 £ EO . ms ey * 00 + LD a, Wy 6 Fi : Ya 


418 The Concluſion draw | Chap. t9. 


to no man, yetin this caſe twere more tolerable 
if it would work the right way, put them upon 
what were really praiſe-worthy, and then ſure 
*twould encline them rather to cloſe than wider 
the breaches of $3. To inflict woxrds on an un- 
refiſting Patient, is a thing that requires neithes 
courage nor ski//; Every man can do that whohas 
but ill nature enough 3 but to care them is an aCt 
at once of 4rt and Mercy,and entitles to the Praiſe 
of both : And therefore if any mans eagerneſs of 
_ Glory have made him over-ſee the way to it, let 
him now at faſt recover his wardrings, and ſeek 
iItin this one only proper eMethod. 

BUT this1s, I confeſs, a Topzck of Perſwaſion 
fitter for Ph;loſophers than Divines, and T wiſh 1 
may have urg it impertinently ; it being much 
leſs ſhame for ze to have done ſo, than for thew: 
toneed ſuch an Argument. There is another more 
genuine and proper, derived from the nature of 
diſtributive Juſtice,which requires a manto do his 
Utmoſt to repair the injuries he has done to any 3 
this is ſo ſtated a rule, that all our Caſazſts juſtly 
preſs it in all caſes of damage : But arethere not 
many of them, who while they ſo eagerly aflert 
that obligation in other mens caſes, do as David 
did in the matter of the poor mans Larnb, ſevere- 


| ly ſentence that i»juſizce, whereof themſelves are 


more highly Guilty? To every ſuch I would ſpeak 
in the words of Nathar,and ſay,thou art the Man. 
Alas, ſhall every little zriffe I purtoin from my 
Neighbour have weight enough to [ink me tothe 
abyffe ? and {hall thefts of the greateſt _— 
| tne 


Chap.19. from all the Premiſſes. 419 2 
the robbing God of his horour,the Church not on- 
ly of her Patrimony, but her Peace, and the 
World of thoſe incſtimable benefits, which from 
a uniform conſonant Chriſtianity were to have 
been tranſmitted to it? Shall thefe I fay be fo 
ſlight and inconſiderable, as not to hinder his af- 
cent to the hill of the Lord 2 Shall the leaſt wio- 
lence I offer to the perſon of an Enemy oblige me 
to ſatisfaFion,and ſhall he rend and tear the body 
of his Saviour (whowillingly expos'd his watural 
body only in tenderneſs to that »»yſtical one, 
which is thus violated ) aud ſhall this criminous 
barbarity exat no offers towards amends? Cer- 
tainly no man can have partiality enough to think 
it,and if he do not, he is to remember himſelf in- 
diſpenſably engag'd totake he ſame courſe he pre- 
ſcribes to others, and with his utmoſt zzduftry en- 
deavour to repair the injury he has done. 

AN D © that we might ſee this ſo eſſential a 
piece of Juſtice aſſum'd among us,that our imper- 
tinent ſtrzſes might be ſuperſeded, and all moul- 
ded into the one noble Emulation, who ſhall faſt- 
eſt unravel his own -#i/chiefr, and promote that 
peace he has hitherto diſturb'd. This indeed were 
worthy to be the united deſign of all learned men 
and were it once ſo, who knows how proſperous 
| It might be : For though ſome frxgle attempts have 
miſcarried, yet probably one great cauſe why 
they do ſo, was becauſe they were ſimgle. When 
one Perſon comes with pacifick arguments to 
part an exraged multitude, let his Reaſons be ne- 


ver ſo convincing, they ate tot like to be much 
adverted 
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adverted toz the only effe& is, that he who de- 
fign'd himſelf the common Frierd, is taken as the 
common Eremy 3 but where many aflociate in 
ſuch a deſign, and make a party for peace, their 
members give a confliderableneſs to their propoſe; 
and prepare for their ſuccef.And were there ſuch 
a combination 1n order to the Charches Quiet, it 
were more than poſſible they might undermine the 
contrary attempts of Faction and Diſcord. 

' A ND why ſhould not every man be az2bitions 
to make one in this ſo pioxs a confederacy, and re- 
ſolve moſt ſtudioully to endeavour the compoſing 
the Diſtrattions of the Church, in which they 


* may borrow ſomething of i»ſiru@ion even from 


their paſt guilts, and copy out their own i»duſtry 
to this better purpole. This is ſure 3 our diſ- 
putes have never ſo multiplied, had there not been 
a great deal of unhappy diligence in nouriſhing the 
ſeeds of them: Every controverted Tenet has been 
 heightned and improved, till it have ſpawn'd a 
z#umerous brood, lo that thoſe who at firſt differ'd, 
perhaps but in ſome few things, wrangle on,till at 
laſt they agree in fewer : Now were the like Indu- 
ſtry applied the other way, it might ſure do much 
to the changing the whole Scene. If men would as 
nicely obſerve the Principles of agreement be- 
tween d;ſſenting parties, and with as much Art 
and Care ſeek to dilate and ſpread them; why 
might not they as much overwhelm our Differ- 
ences, as they have been overwhelmed by them ? 
Tis ſure that thoſe Univerſal 7raths, to which 


all Parties aflent, are,as the cleareſt tor their Evi- 
| dence, 
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dence, ſo the moſt important, for their Conſe- 
quence - And why ſhould not zheſe, if rightly 
managed, be a more enforcing motive to Unity, 
than the more ſingular opinions (perhaps phancies) 
of ſome men, can be to Diſcord? Certainly 
would but our Moſes's try what this rod of Godin 


their hand could do, they would find it able to b 


devour all'thoſe of the Magicians. Would they 
like Berhadads Ambaſſadors, catch hold of every. 
amicable expreſſzon, any thing that looks towards 
Peace, and clole in with it, they might probably 
ſee EffeFs, beyond what canat a diltance be ex- 
peed. For ſure Peace 15 not ſuch a dry Tree, ſuch 
a Sapleſs unfertile thing, but that it might fru@ifie 
and encreaſe as well as Diſcord, were there ajult 
care taken to cheriſh and nouzi(h 1t, 

INDEED this Defign is only the Amulet 
which can render it ſafe to look into controverſies, 
which areelſe apt to infuſe a kind of acrimony, 
and venome into mens ſpirits; For we {ce many, 
whoſe curioſity at firſt brought them as uncon- 
cern'd ſpeFators, do within a while engage witty 
all earneftneſs in the conteſt : but thoſe who (ta- 
dy "differences only with an aim of compoſing 
them, theſe have their rhonghrs determin'd and 
fixt, and ſo not Teft Joole to the enticements of 
any Party. Ariftotle ſaijes that onthe Hill 0/yn2s 
ps the Air is fo lubtle and piercing, that thoſe - 
who aſcend thither,are forced to carry with thenr, 
wet Spnnges, by that moiſture lomewhat to allay 
thar extreme fenanify which otherwiſe would be 
deadly 3 and ſure they that deal itt controverſies, . 
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- live in no leſs corroſive an Air, and therefore had 
need make the like proviſion, and carry with 
them this Pacifick purpoſe,as a Lenitive and Emolli- 
* ent again(t the infeftious ſharpreſfthey will there 
meet with. 

AN D now how bleſſed a thing were it, if 
we.could once thus follow the things that make 
for Peace, that the numberleſs mutual enmities 
which are now among us, may all be reduced in- 
to oe, that we may fight not againſt ſingle Adver- 
ſaries, but againſt War itſelf, and contend 
againſt othing but contention. And ſure our vi- 
Qtory here were worth millions of thoſe petty 
conqueſts wherewith men pleaſe themſelves, and 
which acquire them ſo little of real advantage, 
that the fame account which was given of. Otho 
and Yite{/ius, that the war would (wallow upthe 
one, and the viFory the other, is too applicable 
- to our combatants, who are like to be equally un- 
happy in defeat or ſucceſſs. The Spartans had an 
Order that when any of their Generals had com- 
paſled his Deſign by policy or treaty, he ſbould 
ſacrifice an Oxe, but when by force and bloud- 
ſhed, a Cock only : from the diſtant values' of 
which oblations, Plutarch oblerves how much 
they preferr'd the Atchievements of calm and 
ſober connſels, before thoſe of ſirength and power : 
but ſure the diſparity is more eminent in the 
preſent inſtance, where if we feht we wound our 
Brethren, but if we unite we defiroy our Ene+ 
my 3 baftie and circumvent $Satans Maſter-ſtrata- 
gem, and not only worſt but outwit him. _ 
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this andthisonly is worth our Induſtry, whereas 
thoſe /z#ttle aefeats we give Each otyer, are like 
thoſe in a civil War, wherein the publick is ſtill 
ſure to be a Loſer 3 upon which conlidexationthe 
Romans allowed not their Captains t& triumph 
for ſuch Vidories 53 and ſure bur Chriſtzanity 1s 
very ill beſtowed on us, if it have made us ſo 
much worſe natur'd, as to chuſe thoſe ruinous 
Conquelts at home, before the moſt glorious-and 
profitable ones abroud. 

'TWAS Abner's admomition to Joab, when 
he was in a hot purſuit of the Iſraelites, 2 Sam: 
2.-26. Shall the ſword devour for ever £ knoweſt 
thou not that it will be bitterneſs in the lattcr-end 2 
And ſure tis more than time tor our Leaders-to 
make the ſame refledion, and as Job did there, 
call back the People from following their Bre- 
thren : Nay indeed, would they but attend, they 
might hear themſelves called back 3 the great Cap- 
t4iz of their Salvation ſounding a retreat from 
theſe fatal «kirmſhes. Xerophor 1n the inſtita- 
tion of Cyrws tells us of one Cryſanthw, who in 
the heat of battel had his hand lift up to ##rike an 
Enemy, but hearing in the very 1nſtant the 
Trumpet ſound a retreat, SZopt his blow. A great 


ſobriety of coxrage lo to ſhew more Zeal to the | * 


obeying his General, than the annoying his Enemy 5 
and an Inſtance of much reproach to our Spirityal 
Combatants, who have ſhewed themſelves ſo much 
worlediſciplin'd, as in,ſpight of daily repcated 
eel/3 to Peaccyſtill ro pzrſue their Hoſtility : But 
fure ſuch an #ſ#lence is ſo inconſiſtent with the 
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pretence they make of fighting Gods Battels, that 
they muſt either reform: the one, or diſclaim the 
other. = 

AND now if after all that hath or can be 
ſaid of the obligation, neceſſity or advantages of 
Peace, we are put to the Pſalmiſts Complaint, 
That there are Still thoſe that will make them ready 
to battel: 1f men are of ſo untreatable a Tem- 
per, that nothing can be obtain'd ofthem 3 what 
remains for thoſe that are Peaceable and Faithful 
in 1/rael; but to bewail thoſe Miſchiefs they can- 
not redref 2 If the Church muſt periſh, at leaſt 
to give her Funeral rites, and if they cannot 
quench her flames, yet to bedew her afhes with 
their tears. Tistrue,we cannot yet ſay ſhe 1s quite 
- dead; but though ſhe breaths yet ma few pious 
peaceful Souls,yet like a Palſied perſon, ſhe ſcarce 
moves a Limb, ſhe wants vigour to aCtuate the 
generality of her profeſſors, and remains rather a 
trunk than a body :and ſure it there be truth in that 
Phyſical Aphoriſm, which ſays, That dzſeaſes 
which croſs the temper and conſlitution of the Pa- 
tient are moſt dangerows 5 we may well conclude 
her deſperate, there being nothing more repug- 
nant to the very Elements and Principles of her 
Being, than thoſe contentions under which ſhe 
now groans. | 

YET there 1s an 0-2n7poterrt Power to .whom 
no Difficulties are inſuperable, an amerring Phyſt- 
cian who makes the moſt hopeleſs Diſeales, but 
the Triumph of his Art. O letus reſort to him, 
and invite his Aids in the ſame pathetick form; 
where- 
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wherewith he was ſolicited for:Lazarws, Jo.11.3. 
Lord, behold ſhe whom thou loveſt is ſick Shefor_ 
whoſe ſake thou endured{t ſuch contradiftion of 
ſonners againſt thy ſelf, is now by the contradicti- 
on of her own Children, languiſhing ard. ex- 
piring, ſhe for whom thou pouredſt out thy 
blond, lies weltring in her ow# 3 Lord, ſaveor ſhe 

periſheth : Were ſuch Petitionsenforced and in» 
geminated by the daily breathing of humble de- 
vout hearts, who knows how prevalent they 
might be. In this ſenſe alſo 'Heavez might ſut- 
fer violence 3 nor is there any better countermine 
to all the oufrages acted upon Earth than-by ma» 
king them thus reverberate in our cries and 

prayers. | | 

A ND perhaps #hzx Conlideration will draw 

us all, even the moſt peaceful of us into the guilt 
of a negative Accellarineſs to the preſent Miſ- 
chiefs. There are divers that diſlike our comteny 
tions, and blame the abettors 3 but yet with ſuch 
Unconcern'dneſs and Indifferency, as that wheres 
with we commonly talk of the combuſtions of fo- 
reign States, wherein we rather expreſs our 
Judgment than our reſentments, and do make it 
more our diſcourſe than our concern, And even 
of thoſe who have in ſome degree Jaidit to heart, 
who is there that hasnot been ſome way wanting 
in the ardency, or frequency of his interceſfions ? 
Let every one ſeriouſly interrogate his own 
| Heart,and I fear 'twill witneſs to him,that his own 
private concerns are much apter to excite his do- 
potions, Let us remember with what paſſzoz and 
E e - 2pore 
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gents, and.corlfidex whether we are equally at- 
fected with thoſrof the Church : Haſt thou been 
like' Hezekzab, fick unto death 2 And haſt thou 
withilm wept fore,and vehemently ſoliciteda re- 
covery? Hasthy eſtate bcen invaded by Oppreſl- 
fron, thy faxe by- Slander and DetraQtion 2 And 
haſt thou with loud and earneſt eres, appealed 
to: that God to whom vengeance belongs £ Or haſt 
thou been 1m that condition which 1s proverbial 
forſetting men toitheir prayers? Haſt thou like 
Jongs been in a ſtorm, in minutely expettation 
of being (wallowed up by the waves, if not the 
Whale 3 and 1n this Extaſte of fear, when as thy 
foul was, as the Plalmiſt ſpeaks, ever melted away 
becauſe of the Tronble, haſt cried unto th d, 
a#nd-even out-nois'd the billows1n thy cron 
importunities for aid > Haſt thou 1n al), or any of 
theſe eſtates been thus affeted for thy ſelf? Then 
remember whether thy xeſentments have been 
proportionable for that which is much better than 
thy felf : If the no leſs imminent and prefling darr- 
gers of the Church, have not as much awakened 
thy fervor, given as ſharp and piercing an accert 
to thy Prayers, thou muſt needs confeſs, thou haft 
falna ſhort of what thou ſhouldeſt and mighteſt 
have done towards her reſcue. 

AND. if this Inquifition be 7*-+partially made, 
who among us can plead zot gxilty £ And there- 
fore in refleQions upon our paſt omiſſions, we . 
are #- juſtice oblig'd to redouble our Zeal, to ſay 

_ over again our Tepid heartleſs prayers, wm in- 
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flame them with a Coal from the Altar ;/an ear- 
neſt -affetionate Concern for all thar/ holy, 
ſuch as may prompt us to cry, and that wjghcl 
to God : Weſee the Nizevites could do it when 
there was no vilible approach of dazger, but 
merely upon the preſage of a ftranger Prophet, 
backt with the conſciouſneſs of their own Guilt + 
I fear we more than equal them in the /affter Mo» 
tive, -I am ſure we far exceed them as to the for- * 
ver. The miſerics we are to deprecate being not 
only under denunciation and threat, but actually 
upon.us, though withal ſo improveable, that af- 
ter all the black Catalogue our Experience brings 
in, our Fears mect us with the bottowleff Prophe- 
tick, menace, Elay 5. 25. for all this bis Anger is 
rot turn'd away, but bis hand is ſtretched ont flill. 
'Tis the uſual Occonomy of divine Juſtice ta 
make our Crimes our Puniſhment, and to give us 
up to thoſe il/s, which were at firſt, our own de- © 
preved choice: and God knows we have too much 
reaſon to fear this may be our caſe : That we 
who have fo perverſly violated all the bawds of 
Unity, wanton!y wrangled our ſelves out of all 
inclinations to Peace, ſhould never be able tore- 
fume them 3 that all thoſe gexztle breathings of _ 
Grace, by which exaſperated Paſſions are to be 
cool d and tempered, ſhould be withdrawn, and 
we finally be given up to be diſſipated by thoſe 
Whirl-wiads our ſelves have rais'd : That Chris * 7 
» ſlianity which we have made the ſtale and Pro» 

perty to our irregular appetztes, us'd only as figs © 
leaves to hide our ſhame, ſhould wither and ſhrink 
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into nothing 3 and that we who could not agree 
in what manner to retaiz it.ſhould at laſt too well 
agree tO renounce It. 

.THIS alas, as it is the fearfuleft, ſo is it 
the probableſt Ifſue of our wild®Contentions, fuch 
as nothing but the miraculous Effluxes of divine 
Clemency can avert. O let us with all the groans 
and tears, ſo deplar'd a Condition exatts, addreſs 
thither, impartune the father of Mercies to pity 
* #7, Who know not how to pity oxr ſelves, and 
that though we have caſt off a/ bowels, yet that 
we may find them all concenter'd i» him: that 
he will heal our wounds ; and which of all others 
is the moſt deſperate, our xzwil/ingneſfto be heal- 
ed - thatthe Spirit of Peace may overſhadow us, 
and impreſs on us the dove-like qualities of Meek- 
neſs and Gentleneſs : that he would reſcue our 
Religion from our Profanation, not by taking it 
from Us, but þy conforming ws to It - Finally 
that he would do for ns, not only above what we 
. can 45k or think, but beyond what we would wiſh 

or chuſe, and not ſuffer us to acquire the Miſeries 
we fo eagerly purſue. ot , 

THIS divineinterpoſition alone 1s it that can 
poſſibly ſecure us, and indeed the ſuit amounts to 
no leſs, than that he will force upon us the Bleſ- 
ſing we refit,” and do us good againſt our wills, 
which 1s ſo bold a requeſt, that they had need be 
more than ordinary Favourites that ſhall prefer 
jr. Thole hands mult be very pure, that are lift 
np in ſuch an izterceſſzon : and therefore all that 
undertake it are obliged to qualifte themſelves 
| for 
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for it, by purging out not only the /ever of Malice 
and Strife, but all other filthinef of the Fleſh 
and Spirit - without This, we can never approve 
our ſelves to intercede in earneſt 3 for what can 
be more ridiculous than to deprecate the rxize of 
Chriſtianity by the: cortentions of ather men 5 
when our ſelves contriveit by ſome other vice of 
our own? This1s not todefire itſhould /zve, but 
that none- but we ſhould 4zZ it. - "Twill there+» 
fore concern thoſe who with the Peace of the - 
Church, to examine whether they do as much 
projed for her Purity5 otherwiſe 'tis a mockery 
to pretend ſuch a jealows tenderneſi tor her. - We 
have ſeen there are more ways than one,by which 
Chriſtian praCtice may be evacuated, and it mat- 
ters little from whence that Wind blows. that 
ſhip-wracks our Prety..\Yet 'tis not to be denied 
that of all thoſe tempeſtuons blaſts," this of our cya» 
tentions is the rougheſt and moſt fatal. 'Tis 1ne 
deed not a ſingle guſt, but an encounter and ſtrug-. 
ling of ſeveral contrafty winds 3 and God knows 
no poetical deſcription can out-do the horror of 
the ſtorms they have rais'd; yet for ought I dif+ . 
cern, there 1s nothing that 1s leſs vulgarly accu- 
ſed, which I muſt acconnt to the Reader,as the 
cauſe why FT have detain'd him ſo long upon this 
Head and given it a /ergth ſo unproportianable - 
to the preceding parts of this Diſcourle. - 
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' The Cloſe. - 


| E have now ſceen the unhappy riddle 
| of theUnchriſtiannels of Chriſtians 
....unfolded, have obſerv'd the Origi- 
nals 4d Cauſes of That which is too notorious to all 
the world in its Effetts. And though in this curſory 
| view theReader is not tothink he has any ſuch com- 
'\, plete diſcovery, as ſhould ſaperſede his own farther 
| \ thtfuiſition, yet as it may ſerve to awaken, /o ſome- 
what to afliſt bis Induſtry, give him ſome light aud 
inflebt into the witer of Satan < and by branding ſome 
of the chief of thoſs cheats which bave robb'd us of 
buy Piety.prepare for the detetFion of: the whole Con- 
federacy : # the interim this Specimen 'may ſerve 
2 top his wonder at the rainous eſtate of Ghriſtia- 
#ity, for though 'tis true that it was compatted of all 
the moſt incorruptible materials, had al/ the har- 
chony of parts which the moſt exat? Frame and 
Compolure could give it, and ſo was qualified both 
for ſtrength and beauty, to have defied all the in- 
juries of Tzave 3 get while ſhe has ſo many Undermi- 
ners, 'tis not ſtrange to ſee her in the daſt, there be- 
ine no one of theſe, eſpecially that T laſt inſiſted on, 
which has not deſira@ ive etticacy enough firſs to 
deface, ard ther to ruine her. 
BUT it is but an unprofitable acqueſt to know the 
Authors of our miſchiefs if we ſtop there,this enquiry 
being matter not of mere Curiolity, but of the near- 
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eſt and moſt preſſing latereſt : we ſearch not after - 
MalefaF®ors for thei# acquaintance, but for their 
puniſhment, and our own ſecurity and all our 
diſcoveries of this kind are vain, if we apply them 
wot to that purpoſe. Tet me thereforeconclude with 
this earneſt Petition to the Reader, That he will 
201 to all the native Defe#s of this diſcourſe, add 
this accidental one, that it ſhall be perfetly imper- 
tinent 5 a ere waſte of his Time and my own 5 which 
it will inevitably prove, if #t engage him not in an 
earneſt proſecution of thoſe Delinquents it hath 
impeacht; and in as earneſt an endeavour to repair 
the Miſchiefs they have wrought. 
IN ſhort, let every man depoſit what he has here 
read, not with his memory only, but his conlci- 
ence, let him there ſeriouſly ponder the Excellen- 
ty of that holy vocation, as 8, Paul terms it, 
Eph. 4. 1. to which he is call'd : and then as ſe- 
rion/ly conſider, whether he have, 'as the Apaſile 
there exhorts, walked worthy of it 5 if he find he 
have not ( as alas, whois there that bas # ) Let him 
ſearch out as the particulars, ſo the. caules of his 
Miſcarriages: diligently ſift ont thoſe Fallacies 
of Satan, or his own heart 3 thoſe ſly Deluſions 
which have made him a thus prepoſteronſly a- 
gainſt all the Convitions of common realon, natu- 
ral conſcience, or —i aw experience 3 and 
when he has diſcovered, let him make no delay to 
reſcue himſelf from their Treacheries, but manſully 
break thoſe withs and cords ( which are too weak 
to hold ary that will but in earneſt remember, he is 
2 Nazarite, 4 Perſon conſecrate to God ) reſolute- 
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ly reſiſt the inſidious careſles of. thoſe Dalilah's, 
which will deliver not Himlelf only, but the Ark 
tothe Philiſtines, Nor is he to content himſelf 
with his own (ingle elcape, but to propagate the de- 
hverance to as many as be can; let him blazon and 
F#igmatize thoſe Impolters (for 'tis a combining 
with them to conceal them ) warn and caution 
others againſt thoſe jugling Ariifices,by which him- 
ſelf was entrapped, and make his own ſhip-wracks a 
Sea-mark for the ſecuring the courſe of other Paſſen- 
gers. Thzs zs the Effect of Chriſts admonitiou to 

$. Peter, When thou art converted ſtrengthen 

thy brethren 5 and apiece of that Fraternal charity 

we all owe to every particular Soul, to whom we have 

opportunity to diſpence it. 

BUT beſides that private Obligation, it be- 
comes a duty upon a higher, and more publick ac- 
count, it being the only way to take off that Scandal 
we have brougint upon our Religion 3 which as it 
was not contraed by the irregularities of one or 
two perſons, but by aſſociated and common crimes; 
fo neither will it be removed by a few ſingle, and pri- 
vate Reſormations 5 there muſt be combinations, 
and publick, Contederacies 7x Vertue, to balaxce 
and counterpoiſe thoſe of Vice, or ſhe will never reca- 
ver that priſtine honour which ſhe acquired by the 
general Piety of her Profeſſors. Tn thoſe primitive 
days there was ſuch an abhorrence of all that was 
Tl, that avicious perlon was loskt on as a kind of 
Monſter or Prodigy, and like a putrified Member 
cut off, as being not only dangerous, but noiſome 
tothe Body : but alas, the Scene is ſo chang d, that 
the 
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the Church is zow made up of ſuch as ſhe would then 
have caſt out 5 and 'tis now as remarkable an Occur- 
rent to find a good Chriſtian, as it was thereto ſee a 
bad : and ſince everything is eſtimated not accord- 
ing toits rare and caſual, but frequent uſual Opera- 
ons, 'tis _ to conclade, that Chriſtianity has 
loſt as much in its Repute, as it appears to have 
done in its Efhcacy : nor will there be any way of 
repairing it, till We be generally rendred ſo malle- 
able to its impreſſions, that our Lives may atteſt 
its Force and Energy. | 
NAT indeed tis not only its honour, but its 
being is coFcern'd in it, ative Principles ceaſe to 
be when they ceaſe to aft. Ton cannot hinder the 
fire to burn but by putting it out + and to ſuppreſs 
the Operation of our Religion is indeed to extinguiſh 
it 5 at leaſt to deprive it of its proper and ſpecifick 
a : ſo that if it can be ſaid to be 5 'tis only by that 
abuſe of ſpeech which calls a dead or painted man, 
a Man : It may perhaps be a vizor for the Hypocrite, 
a Stale for the Ambitious, a wall: or tinfture for 
the Covetous 3 but where it js theſe, it ceaſes to be 
itſelf. The eſſence and being of Chriſtianity is 
praQtice 3 and according to that Teſt and proof 
thereof, where almoſt can it be ſaid to Exiſt in the 
world £ We have indeed ſome images and ſhadows of 
it : Some have taken its picture, but the ſubſtance 
and (olid body is vaniſhed, reſolud into Sir, and 
ſeems ſadly to have moraliz,d the poetich, Fable of 
Sybills bezng wore into 4 voice, we have turn'd-it 


into a mere noiſe and found 3 ay, which is worſe, 


into an Echo, that flattering complying woice, 
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which reverber ates every mans own language #0 him : 
Mem diate to their Religion, and ther will needs 

' perſwade themſelves and others, that their Religion 
difates tothem, will have the rebounds of their 
own Fancy or Luſt paſi for Divine Oracles 3 ſo ſub- 
orning this Aiery fantaſtick, Chriſtianity to legiti- 
mate thoſe praGices, which the real ſolid bne ſor- 
bids and Execrates. 

TO this diſmal forloru eſtate have we brought 
that which was deſigned to bring ws to blifs, herein 
far exceeding the barbarity of the brutiſh Sodomites, 
they would have violated the «Meſſengers of their 
ruine, but we #hoſe of our lafety : We having not 
only negleFed, but vilified and reproacht the Em- 
baſlie ps & from Heaven, and inſiead of embra- 
cing that purity and peace it recommended to us, 
have done our Parts to make it forgotten that ever 
it was ſent upon any ſuch Errand 5 and indeed ſo it 

- 8 liketobe, if ſome Heroick piety do not«revive its 
Memory, and teach us to record it not ſo much in 
our books as lives : There, and there only it will be 

 wniiverſally legible, there it would indeed appear, 
what it is in its own nature, the power of God un- 
to Salvation. 

AND now why ſhould we not all Emmlouſly con- 
tend, who ſhall firſt pnt off that ugly vizor we have 
put upon our Religion, and reſtore it to its native 
form 5 eſpecially conſtdering that with its Beauty 
we loſe its Dowry too forfeit all thoſe gloriows Re- 
wards which it promiſes to thent that preſerve it im- 
maculate. Tir only a pure and undefiled Religi- 
on that will inveſt a in thoſe white robes, wherein 

we 
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we are to fallow the Lamb. ard fare thoſe whe baue - 
here endeaqvoyred to darken and extinguiſh aZihe 
rays of gpiritual Light, that have lived as if they 
profeſt Chriſtianity merely in ſþight to detfame it, 
muſt never hope it ſhall bring them to ſhine as the 
Sun in the Kingdom of their Father, or procure 
them the reward of blamelkeſs Souls. No; it promej« 
fes no other Crownthan that of Righteoulnels, aud 
therefore they that want the Righteouſneſs muſt 
want the Crown alſo; Nay, beſides that ſo ineſti- 
mable a Rewerſion, they loſe all thoſe prelent Joys 
and (atisfations which true Chriſtian praGice would 
afford them, and which both in reſþe@ of the inten(e- 
neſs and duration, infinitely exceed the moſt pras 

fuſe ſenſualities the World ever taſted. \ 
THESE are intereſts that are ſure Important 
enough, and yet we muſt be woed to conſider them, 
nay, that does not prevail neither, but with a per- 
verſe Coyneſs we hold off; all the ſolicitations aud 
importunate Calls of God are lookt upon as Artifices 
and Deſigns, as if he had ſome Ends of his own ta 
ſerve upon #4, and ( as the Corinthians ſuſpeFed 
St. Paul ) meant to make a gainof us 5 we treat with 
him as if he were the Perſon to be advantaged, and 
barter for Heaven with ſuch an Indifference,as if It 
would want Vs more than We Tt; never conſidering 
that "tis impoſſible for him to have any other Con- 
cern, than that which bis Compaſlion to ws creates, 
and the more carneſt and paſſionate That is, the 
more it ſhould excite our own care, it being the Ex- 
tremeſt degree of perverſe Folly, to abandon and 
deſpile our own Intereſt merely becauſe a Friend or 
Patron 
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Patron conſiders and prizes it. And this brand 
muſt lye upon every one of ws,who ſtill refuſe to diſ- 
cern the things that _ to our Peace, aſter 
God has done ſo much to render them not only viſible 
but attainable. | 

WH AT ſhall 1 ſay more, but conclude with 


Chriſts paſſionate wiſh, that we might in this our 


day, underſtand the things that belong to our 
Peace, ard O that the Spirit of Peate and Light 
would deſcend among #5, illuminate ws with that 
true prattical Wiſdom, which may convince ws, 
that our Duty and Intereſt'are the ſame thing under 
ſeveral forns, and that while we impiouſly caſt off 


- the one, we do as fooliſhly betray the other. That 
ſo thoſe incſtimable advantages our Chriſtianity 


gives towards both, may wot be thus madly of ſerve 
ozly as a price in the handof a Fool,who hath no 


- heart to it, Prov. 17. And to this end let as bum- 


bly andearneſtly invoke the Father of lights, toillu- 
minate al/ thoſe whom the God of this world hath 
blinded, that after he hath ſent into the world the 


' Image of his own eternal brightneſs, cauſed the Sun 


of Righteouſneſs ſo long to ſhine upon as,it may not 
ſerve only to involve us in that moſt dreadful con- 
demnation, which awaits thoſe who love darkneſs 
more than light 3 but that anſwering the purpoſe of 
our holy calling; walking as Children of light, we 
ay vindicate that Chriſtian profeſſion which we 
have ſo defamed, ſecure to our ſelves the light of 
Gods countenance here, «nd that of his glory 
hereafter. 


FINTIS. 


PRIVATE 


DEVOTIONS 


REFERRING 


To the ſeveral parts of the before-c -going: 
T reatile. 


TO THE READER. 


T is to be __ that as this Treatiſe has enizr- 
| tain'd many ; it has alſo had an effe4 much more 
deſirable, thoug o leſs comprehenſi ve, to mend and 
convince ſome. — whilſt it gave an account of the 
pn eneral DECAY OF CHRISTIAN 

IETY inthe Preſent Age ; has alſo invited a 


few at leaft, to its purſuit and ſervice. Up theſe 


hopes the Author has been perfs waded to add this 4 
ſhort Specimen of PR 1 V A TE DEVO- : 


T IONS, that if the ſober and conſt udering Tea 


der fhall find at any timie his heart toucht and ſoftned; 


he may have in readineſs wherewith ts atuate his ho- 


ly flames,and aſsiſt him in his addrefſes to the Throne 5 | 
PRE 
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PRIVATE DEVOTIONS 
Referring to the ſeveral parts of the 
: before-going Treatiſe. 


BLESSED Lord, who art. infi- 
nitely holy and happy in thy ſelf, and 
from whom alone we derive the potli- 
bilities of being either z we proſtrate our ſelves 
before thee, in an humble adoration of thy abun- 
dant goodneſs, and a juſt confuſion at our own 
deteſtabic ingratitude : we were aliens and ene- 
mies to hee by our corrupt affections, and un- 
godly works, yet even tons hait thou been recon- 
ciled, nay bought the attonement with the pre- 
cious bloud of thy dear Son : thou haſt ſent him 
to be the propitiation for our fins} and ( which 
is no leſs mercy ) to be the fubduer of them too, 
ſenteſt him by his divine Example and admirable 
Precepts, to bleſs us in turning every one of us 
from his iniquities. Thou haſt' given us a Law 
ſo perfet, ſo excellent, as renders our obedien- 
ces their own reward, and yet ſuperaddeſt 'alfſo } 
an eternal weight of glory to be its future retri- 
bution : and left our brutal temper ſhould not 
be attracted by all this, thou haſt hedg'd up our 


way with thorns, annext a preſent uneafines, 
and 


"__ / 
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the menaces of Hell eſlaying to fright us into 
Heaven : and to aftuate andenliven all thele me- 
thods, thou addeſt the internal afliſtances of thy 


Grace and Spirit to excite us to good, to reſtrain * ? 


and avert us from il], and finally advance usto 


the meaſure of the ſtature of. the fulneſs of 


Chriſt. And now, O Lord, after all theſe ob- 
ligations, all theſe aids, what manner of perſons 
ought we to be, inall holy converſation and god- 
Jlineſs ? But alas, to our (eternal reproach, we 


have ſignaliz'd our ſelves by contrary practice 5 , 


blaſphem'd that holy Name. whereby we are 
call'd, and by our enormous lives, {candaliz'd 
our profeſlion, aad made it as eminent for vice, 
as it ſhould have been (and once was) for vertue. 
Our knowledge of thy will ſerves only to inform 
us, wherein we. may molt oppoſe it 3 and while 
we call our ſelves Chriſtians, we commit ſuch 
things as are not ſo much as named among the 
Gentiles. Nay, O Lord, 1o little do we retain 
of the power of Godlineſs, that the greateſt part 
of Men have now caſt off the very form,deny the 
Lord that bought them, trample upon all thatis 
ſacred 3 and not only think, but loudiy ſay there 
13no God. - Thus inſtead of regulating our man- 
ners by our faith, we model our faith by our man- 


ners, and reap nothing by our Chriſtianity, but 


the guilt of Apoſtacy, and the fearful expeQati- 


on of that fiery indignation which awaits thols - 
who have thus trampled under foot the'Son of 


God, and done deſpight to the Spirit of Grace. 
| F f 2 And 
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And now, O Lord,when the foundations are caſt 
'down, what can the riphteous do ? What coun« 
terpoiſe can the groans and tears of thoſe few 
who mourn in $702 be to ſuch*general, fuch da» 
ring impieties? Yet O God, thou hA{t in all 
ages ſtrangely condeſcended to the interceſfion 
of thy Servants. O Bow thy Heaven again and 
come down, and hear the prayers of thoſe who 
defire to fear thy name : and let them not only 
deliver their own Souls, but obtain mercy for 
this perverſe generation, even ſuch a. mighty 
grace as may yet reduce us. O thow who didft 
at firſt call us out of Darkneſs into thy marvel- 
lous light, recall us now from that worſe dark- 
neſs, wherein we have involved our ſelves, put 
thy Laws a-new inour hearts, and write themin 
our minds : And after ſo many Years, ſo many 
Ages of being call'd Chriſtians, let us at laſt be- 
gin to be ſo. Revive, O Lord, that Primitive 
zeal and ſanftity, which may purifie us to thy 
ſelf a peculiar people zealous of good works. 
And O thou blefled Mediator, who prayedlt for 
thy firſt crucifters, intercede alſo for us, who 
bave under the name of Diſciples crucifzed thee 
afreſh: and though we have nothing to ſay for 
our ſelves, cannot pretend that we knew not 
what we did ; yet let thy ſtripes and wounds, 
thy croſs and paſſion plead for us. Thou did(t 
once lead * captivity captive, O ftir up thy 
ſtrength again, and let not Satan now triumph 
m' thy ſpoils, and deſecrate thy Church which 


thou Haſt purchaſed with thine own bloud. O 
| | let 
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Sa 


let thy bleſled Spirit breath again upon us, that 3 
even theſe dry. bones way live in thy ſight : let 2 
him ſo effeftually convince and reprove, illumi- 
nate and excite us,that we may cleanſe our ſelves 
from all filthineſs of fleſh and ſpirit, walk worthy 
of that holy vocation wherewith 'we are called, 
and be capable of thoſe glorious rewards which 
are prepar'd for thoſe who fight a good fight, fi- 
aiſh their courſe, and keep the Faith : where we 
ſhall ceaſe to grieve, to ke and to fin 3 but ne- = 
ver ceaſe to live and to be happy - ſinging per**- * 
petual Hallelyjehs to him that fits upon 'the _ 
Throne, to the holy Spirit, and tq the Lamb for 
evermore. Amen. 
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GOD the Father of Heaven,the God 

of Angels and of Men, the Father of 
| compaſlions, of conſolation and life 3 
. Have mercy upon w miſerable ſinners. 

O God the Son, the Eternal welbeloved Son, 
by whom the ſinful race of Men become the Sons -: 
of God 

Have mercy upon us, &C. " 

O God the Holy Ghoſt, the ſpirit of comfort, * 
of holineſs and grace, by whom we receive the 7 
Adoption, and the earneſt of our hope 3 | 

Have mercy upon #s, QC. ; 

O holy, bleſſed and glorious Trinity, diſtin- ;: 
guiſht as 1n Perſon, fo in the various bbenlatt: s 
f-2 ans | 


% 


- 


442 PRIVATE DEVO TIONS. 


ons of the work of our Redemption 3 united as 
in Eſſence, ſoin the Adts of kindneſs and compa 
fion to Men 3 | 

Have mercy upon ws, &c. | 

That it may pleaſe thee to create in us clea 
hearts, and to renew a right ſpirit within us, to 
reſcue us from all the deceits of the World, the 
Devil and our own Hearts. 

_ We beſeech thee to hear as good Lord. | 

T hat it may pleale thee to grant that all who 
| have been baptiz'd into Chriſt, may indeed pur 
on Chriſt 5 ſeriouſly weigh, and induſtriouſly 
anſwer the obligation of their holy calling 3 nat 
reſt inthe form and outſide of Religion, whilſt 
by a retchleſs inconlideration they enervate the 
power and efficacy thereof. 

We beſeech thee, &C. » 

T hat it may pleale thee ſo to guide our confi- 
deration, that we do not thereby more enſnare 
our ſelves, enterrain thoſe deJnfions which flatter 
us with hopes of reward, without performing 
duty, but that by an impartial advertency to all 
thy ſacred dictates 3we may be engagd toa con- 


| ſtant, entire obedience, and work out our ſalva- 


- tionwith fear and trembling. 
| Ive beſeech thee, &Cc. 
| That it may pleaſe thee to open our Eyes that 
- we may ſeethe wondrous things of thy Law, to 
- convince us that it is holy, juſt and good, ſweet- 
; er than hony and the hony-comb, and that all our 
| objectionsto it ariſe only from our being carnal 
and (vid under fin. | 
We 
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We beſeech thee, &c. : 
That it may pleaſe thee to remove all our car- ; 
nal prejudices,and vicious prepoſleſſions 3 and to ? 
_ enable usto meaſure thy precepts by the rules of + 
right reaſon, and an i]luminated conſcience ac- 
cording to the analogy of thy holy faith once de- , 
livered to the Saints. q 
We beſeech thee, 8c. 

That it may pleaſe thee to inſpirit us by thy . 
grace, that we may not only approve, but obey 
thy commands, conquer all the diſcouragements 2 
of {loth or vice, and chearfully ſet to the prattice *: 
of Chriſtian duty, that ſo we may experumentally - 
find how ſweet the Lord is. 

We beſeech thee, &c. | 

That it may pleaſe thee to put thy fear in our + 
hearts, that we never depart from thee, but ' 
equally obey thee in all things, not indulging to ? 
any favourite fin, but entirely reſigne and capti- 
vate every thought to the abcedience of Chriſt, 

IWe beſeech thee, &c. 

That it may pleaſe thee to take theſe ſtony 
hearts out of us, and to give us hearts of Fleſh; 
ſuch as may melt ae the apprehenſion of our fins 
and thy diſpleaſure. J 

Ive beſeech thee, &c. E 

That it may pleaſe thee to endue us with a 
right judgment, that we deceive not qur ſelves” 
with ſhews and formalities of repentance but : 
bring forth indeed fruits meet for it. L 

Ive beſeech thee, &c. _ F 

That it may pleaſe thee to awake us from our; 

Ff4 7 ſupine: 
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ſupine and dangerous dependance on a future re- 
pentance,and make us in this our day diſcern and 
embrace the things belonging to Qur Peace, fo 
aniwering thy preſent calls, that we may not at 
Jaſt call when thou ſhalt only laugh at our calami- 
ty, and mock when our fear cometh. 

We beſeech thee, &c. | 

That it may pleaſe thee to poſſeſs our fouls 
with a juſt reverence, and right apprehenſions of 
thy eſſence and attributes, that we may not form 
our belief of thee by our own phancies or wiſhes, 
| but þy tholerevelations thou haſt given of thy 

ſelf in thy word. | 
We beſeech thee, &c. 

That it may pleaſe thee to reſtrain aur bold 
{ Curioſity in prying into thy connſels and de- 

 crees, and make ys wiſeuntg Sobriety,reſerving 
ſecret things unto the Lord our God, and ſtudy- 
ing the revealed ones for the regulating of our 
lives. | | 
We beſeech thee, &c. 

That it may pleaſe thee to give us ſuch an awe 
of thy juſtice, thaxg we may fear to provoke it, 
* not expecting thou ſhouldſt repent of thy judg- 
. ments, when we donot of our ſins, nor phancy- 
{ ing that any milder vengeance attends our final 
+ .obſtinacy than unquenchable fire, 
| We beſzech thee, &c. 

That nt may pleaſe thee to grant us ſuch a 
| ſenſe of thy mercy, that we may never ſay there 
- 15 no hope, orexcuſe our incorrigibleneſs þy our 
| deſperation, but that the goodneſs of God may 
” +4 _ £ \ a" | : n lead 
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lead us to repentance, yet let us. never ſo preſume 
on jt, as to fin that Grace may abound. 
We beſtech thee, &c. 

That it may pleaſe thee to enable us with all 
due regard to obſerve,and humility to adore, the 
diſpenſations of thy Providence, gat pretending 
to fathom thy ſecret intendments, but endea- 
vouring ſo to comply with all ſignal diſcoveries 
of thy purpoſes towards us, that * what thou de- 
ſigneſt far our wealth, may not be to us anocca- 
fion of falling. 

Ive beſeech thee, &c. 2 

That it may pleaſc thee,that from every event, 
whether Natiqual or Perſonal, we may ſtil infer 
the obligation and neceſlity of turning from our 
f1ns3 that gratitude for paſt mercies may allure 
usto good, and fear of impending Judgments 
may drive us from evi]. 

| We beſeech thee, &c. 

That it may pleaſe thee ta inſpire the univer- 
ſa] Church with the Spirit of Truth, Unity and 
Concord, that there may be no diviſions among 
us 3 but that we may be perfeftly joya'd toge- 
ther, in the ſame mind, and in the ſame judg- 
ment. | 

Ive beſeech thee, &c. 

That it may pleale thee, whereinfoever any are 
contrary minded,to reveal thy truth to them and 
in the interim ſoto allay thoſe heats our differen- 
ces have causd, that amidſt the diverſities of 
judgment, we may keepthe unity of the Spirit in 
the bond of Peace. 4 

We beſeech thee. &c. That 7? 
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That it may pleaſe thee todeliver us from all 
- the unhappy effedts of our contentions, and to 
purge us from all the criminons cauſes-of them, 
and fo to heal our breaches, that Jer»ſalem'may 
again become a City at unity 1n itſelf. 
Ive beſeectt thee, &c. | | 
That it may pleaſe thee to grant that we no 
longer dote about queſtions,and ſtrifes of words 
whereof cometh Envy, Railing, evil Surmiſes ; 
but lo buſte our ſelves in praftick duties, that we 
may not fear when our Lord comes tobe found fo 
doing. | 
Ive beſeech thee, &c. 
Son of God we beſeech thee to hear us. 
O Lamb of God that takeſt away the fins of 
the world; 
Grant us thy Peace. 
O Lamb of God that takeſt away the fins of 
the world ; 
Have mercy upon us. 


O Chriſt hear us. 


Lord have mercy upon a4. 
Chriſt have mercy upon u4. 
Lord have mercy upon as. 


\ VU R Father which art in Heaven; Hallowed 
be thy Name, &Cc. 


O Lord deal not with us after our Sins. 
Neither reward us after our Iniquities. 


Almighty 
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Lmighty God, who ſheweſt to them that 

A. be in-Error the light of thy truth, to the 
iatent tharthey may retura tothe way of righte- 
ouſneſs: Grant unto all them thar be admitted to 
the fellowſhip of Chriſts Religion, that they 
may eſchew thoſe things which be contrary to 
their profeſſion, and follow all ſuch things as are, 23 
agreeable to the ſame, through Jeſ#s Chriſt our * 
Lord. 1 


Merciful Saviour, who ſo lovedſt th 
Church, as to give thy ſelf for her, Jook 

again on her withthy compaſſionate eyes, who 
now needs'a ſecond redemption, eyen a reſcue 
from her felf, from the unnatural iſſue of her. -: 
own bowels. : Lord thou ſeeſt the miſerable ſtate -? 
to which the is reduced,by our wild contentions, 
that ſhe 'has at once loſt her purity, and her 
peace, and is become an Acheldema, a field of 
bloud. Lord where isthy pity and the ſounding 
of thy bowels towards her, are they reſtrained ? 
O remember thy old loving kindneſs,the love of 
thy efpoulals, and as thou wert once a Lamb to 
expiate her guilts, ſo be thou now a Lion to vin- 
dicate her wrongs 3 ſtrikea dread into the hearts 
of all, who have contributed to her ruine, and 
make them know that who ſo touches her,touch- 
eth the apple of thine Eye. O let nor herſtill 


link under the oppreſſion of our ſordid deſigns, Y 


and irregular appetites,nor be devoured by thoſe 
whopretend to guard her. Give her Paſtors af- 
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| "S*er thine own heart 3 let her Prieſts be cloath'd 
With righteouſneſs, and waſh their hands in in- 
Nnocence before they compaſs thine Altar. O let 
not any vain ambition for themſelves;make then 
expoſe and proſtitute the honour of their God ; 
no aficfation of that knowledge which puffeth 
up, divert them from that Charity which only 
edificth : Grant that the intereſt of Religion 
may (till be uppermaſt in their hearts, and never 
vail to Secular ends, nor the pretence of truth 
cloak any exorbitant paſhon. Nay O Lord, re- 
finc even their Zeal, and make it ſerve to kindle, 
not conſume their Charity :. and to inſpirit them 
with ſuch anunwearied induſtry, that they may 
always abound in'the work of the Lord, diligent- 
ly take heed to thoſe flocks,over whom the Holy 
Ghoſt has made them overſeers, never turning 
aſide to vain jangling, or ſtriving about words to 
no profit. And to all who are under their charge, 
give meckneſs to ſubmit, to thoſe who by thy 
appointment watch their Souls 3 ſuppreſs all 
| prcjudices and fattion, -andlet none be pufied up 
.__ for ane againſt another, but grant that by a due 
attendance on their callings, bath as men and 
_ Chriſtians, they may lead a quiet and peaceable 
life, in all godlineſs and honeſty. And Lord 
let both Prieft and People ſo follow after the 
things that make for peace, that we may adorn 
the doctrine of our God and Saviour, take off 
the Scandal our diviſions have given to thoſe that 
are withoar, and again evidence our relation to 
the Priace of Peace : and O that our ways _ 
made 
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made thus direct, but alas, how little diſpoſition 
have wetoward it 2 This change muſt be onl 
the work of that mighty power, which is able te 
ſubdue all things to itſelf : and yet O Lord, with 
what face can we beg of thee to force us tothat 
happineſs, which we ſtill reſolve to refiſt 2 - 
What can we then ſay unto thee O thou preſer- 
ver, thou redeemer of men, who have put onr 
ſelves beyond all the ordinary methods of thy 7 
race? We can only lay our ſelves at thy feet, = 
JifGlay our miſery, and leave thee to confider  : 
thine own compaſiion : O let that move thee to 
do for us whatever our wretched eſtate is in need 
of 3 O Lord hear, O Lord forgive, conſider and 
do it, if not for ours, yet for thy Names ſake * 7 
thou art Jeſws a Saviour, ſave thy people from 2? 
their ſin, andlet us not \lide back by a petpetual 
backſliding 3 thou art the head of the Church, O 
abandon not thy body, careſt thou not that ſhe 
| periſh ? Turn thee again O Lord, renew her days 
as of old, ſanftifie and cleanſe her, that thou 
mayeſt again preſent her to thy ſelf a glorious . 
Church, not having ſpot or wrinkle, and iffhe 
muſt {till be militant, let itno longer be within 
| her ſelf, but againſt ſpiritual wickednelles, the, 
ruler of the darkneſs of this world; till at lat 
thou utterly beat down Satan under her feet 3 and 
tranſlate her from this ſtate of warfare, to that of 
Triumph, and bliſs in the Kingdom of thy *Fa- 
therz which thou O blefied Jeſas haſt purchaſed 
with thy Bloud,and ſealed by thy Spirit. To which 
bleſled Trinity be aſfcrib'd all praiſe, honour,and 
_ glory, now and for ever. Amer. On 
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O M OST gracious Lord, who out of thy boundleſs 
compaſſion to thy creatures, art never wanting in 
ny means that may draw them to thy ſelf, we rhe unwor- 
thieſt of them defire to give glory to thee, in a hearty ac- 
knowledgment that thou haſt in a moſt eminent and peculi- 
ar manner abounded to us of this Nation, afforded us all 
the methods rhar might either force or allure us to obedi- 
ence, Lord thou wert pleaſed to keep us many years un- 
der thy chaſtening hand, thou broughteſt us into the ſnare 
and laydſt trouble upon our loyns, and did{t at once up- 
braid and puniſh our voluntary. flaveries tro our own luſts, 
by giving us up a prey to thoſe of others : and when: thoſe 
judgments which ſhould have melted, ſerv'd but ro harden 
us ; when we ſeemed emulous to have our {1ns out-vye thy 
Plagues, as they had before thy mercies, what could we 
then expe&t, but to find a judgment worthy of God? 
Such an irrever{:ble ruine, as might render us an hiſling 
and aſtoniſhment to the whole Earth ? But when we were 
thus ripened for thy greateſt ſeverity, then didſt thou O 
Lord prevent us with the bleſſings of thy goodneſs, mira- 
culouſly interpole for our reſcue, and by ſuch undiſcern- 
able ways return the captivity of our $i, that we were 
deliver'd like them thar dream, This, O Lord, was ſo {tu- 
pendous, ſo amazing, a mercy, that nothing can be more 
admirable, but- only our prodigious ingratitude ; Thou 
haſt ſignally atteſted thy ſelf to be a God that doe!t won- 
ders, and yet we who enjoy the benefit of them, neither 
confider them as wonders, nor thee as God, ' but Athej- 
ſtically defie that Providence by which we ſubfilt, Thou 
haſt reſtored to us onr ſolemn worſhip, and we now fay 
What a wearineſs is it ? can ſeldom afford jt our preſence, 
. and ſeldomer our hearts, Thou haſt broken the yoke of 
uſurping oppreſſors, and we murmur no leſs at our lawful 
governors, as if all that we d:Tired to reap by the. ex- 
| change, were the guilt of ſpeaking evil of Dignities, 
” Thou haſt freed us from the burden of unlawful impoſed 
"Þ oaths ; 
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oaths ;- and we daily rend thy ſacred came by voluntary im- 
pertinent ones, Thou haſt delivered our eſtates from the. 
rapine of others, and we facrifice them to our own riet, 
and are never the more open-handed to our poor brethren 
for all thy. munificence to. us, Thou, haſt reſtor'd ns the. 
liberty of our . Perſons, and we proclaim licence to aur, 
luſts, Theſe are the degenerous and bale returos we have 
made ; thus, O thus have we required the Lord, and by .it. 
have again forc't thee to reſume thy ſcourge, and by a ſuc-, 
ceſſion 0: ſignal judgments atteſt thy diſpleaſure, And yet 
O Lord, who regardeth the power of thy wrath? Who 
15 there thar repenterh him of his ways, or faith, what 
have I done ? Never any foil mace fo 1ll return ro ſo much 
husbandry, and ſince we bring forth nothing but Briers 
and Thorns, we may ſurely conclude we are nigh unto 
curſing : and O Lord, what can we plead to avert the Sen- 
tence, who are as far from penitence as innocence, or how 
can we pray againſt thar vengeance, which we make it our 
buſineſs to pull down? Nay, O Lord, fhouldf thou as 
miraculouſly proleng, as thou did reſtore our Peace, 
yer what will that avail us, if it ſerve butto fet us at greater 
hoſtiliry' with thee ? Bleſſed Lord there is but one mer- ' 
cy that we are capable of, -and that is. the melting our 
hearts, and if that cannot be done, but by caſting us into 
a yet more fiery furnace , Lord do that or any thing with 
us, ſo we may come out veſſels of honour meet for thy ſer- 
vice, But yet O Lord, if thy gentler methods may have 
any Effet, be pleas'd to continue thy long-ſuffering , and 
though we have no pretence to mercy, yet do thou aſfert 
thine own work, be merciful becauſe thou haſt been fo, 
and ſuffer us not ro deſtroy what thou haſt ſo miraculouſly 
preſerv'd. Finally O Lord, difpenſe to us whatfozver thou 
ſeeſt molt apt ro reduce us; and that thy outward applica- 
tions may be no longer in vain, enforce and enliven them 
with thy inward : and by the ſweer infinuations ot thy biel- 
ſed Spirit, ſubdue our obſtinate perverſenels; and give us 
at laſt ſuch grace, as we may net turn into wattonnels. 
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© Orhou to whomall things are poſſible, who haft done Ta. 
things for'us, work a yet greater miracle in us, 

and of a profane, ungrateful, licentious Nation, ks wh; | 
i ly poogte unto thy. ſelf, that all ranks and conditioris* | 
- of rnen, tay 2s univerſally and induſtrioufly combine t6 
pitiate, as they have to provoke thee : thar ſo by _ . 
forth fruits of repentance, we may eſcape thy +* 

| both temporal and eternal, Grant this for his ſake 
-whodicd to work that deliverance for us : 7e/s@ Chriſt our 
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| 'F or more particular Concernwents, See The Whole 


. Duty of Man, and The Gentleman's Calling, 
. Written by the ſame Author, both ſold by 

| R. Pawlet, at the Sign of the Bible in Chain 
* eery-Lane, near Fleet-ſtreet. 


